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Editor’s Foreword

The articles presented in vol. 19 Baltic-Pontic Studies (BPS) continue the
discussion on ‘Pontic Early Bronze Age Civilisations’ and their role in the cultur-
al development of prehistoric communities in the Baltic drainage basin or more
broadly speaking, present-day central-eastern Europe at the turn of the 3rd mill.
through to the 2nd mill. BC. Related issues have been examined in depth in previ-
ous BPS volumes, notably 11, 14 and 18 respectively.

The scholarly discussion that constitutes this publication can be divided into
two major research questions:

1) evidence of hypothetical markers of Pontic cultures and their attempts at an
autogenetic interpretation:

Late Eneolithic and Early Bronze Age taxa for Tripolie culture, Phase CII and
Early Bronze Age cultures such as Pit Grave, Catacomb and Babyno in the Baltic
basin. These in turn may be divided geographically: physiographic-cultural, Old
Upland (Piotr Wtodarczak) and Lowland — Silva (Aleksander Kosko)

2) the adaptation of Pontic cultural models in terms of differentiated forms of
‘neighbours’ cohabitation’:

taxonomically differentiated communities from the Baltic and Black Sea bor-
derlands (Jerzy Libera, Jan Machnik, Marzena Szmyt, Halina Taras, Stanistaw
Wilk and Anna ZakoScielna).

The present volume of BPS 19 was made possible due to the generous finan-
cial support given for undertaking scholarly investigation and associated editing,
as well as administration under the aegis of grants from the National Science
Centre (no. 2011/01/M/HS3/02142) and the National Programme for the Devel-
opment of the Humanities (no. (108/NPH3/H12/82/2014).

Professors Viktor 1. Klochko and Przemystaw Makarowicz kindly reviewed
this publication.



Editorial comment

L

All dates in the B-PS are calibrated [BC; see: Radiocarbon vol. 28, 1986,
and the next volumes]. Deviations from this rule will be point out in notes
[be].

The names of the archaelogical cultures and sites are standarized to the
English literature on the subject (e.g. M. Gimbutas, J.P. Mallory). In the
case of a new term, the author’s original name has been retained.

The spelling of names of localities having the rank of administrative cen-
tres follows official, state, English language cartographic publications (e.g.
Ukraine, scale 1 : 2 000 000, Kyiv: Mapa LTD, edition of 1996; Réspublika
BELARUS’, REVIEW-TOPOGRAPHIC MAP, scale 1:1 000 000, Minsk:
BYELORUSSIAN CARTOGRAPHIC AN GEODETIC ENTERPISE, edition
1993).
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Halina Taras

INSPIRATIONS AND IMPORTS FROM BRONZE AGE
PONTIC CULTURES IN THE DEVELOPMENT

OF COMMUNITIES LIVING BETWEEN THE WIEPRZ
AND HORYN RIVERS FROM THE 3RD/2ND TO THE
MIDDLE OF THE 2ND MILLENNIUM BC

The beginnings of the Bronze Age in the present-day Polish-Ukrainian border-
land are related to the rise of the Mierzanowice culture (including its eastern, Gro-
dek-Zdotbica group) and the Strzyzéw culture that took shape here probably in the
late 3rd and early 2nd millennia BC [Kadrow, Machnikowie 1992: 91]. The Strzy-
70w culture, occupying a relatively small and compact area between the Wieprz
and Horyn rivers, developed where various cultures and impacts met. Hence, it is
a successor, in a way, to these varied traditions.

The state of research into this separate unit, which was distinguished relatively
late [Gardawski 1959: 118-119; Sulimirski 1959: 233] is still highly unsatisfactory
and, as such, does not facilitate any analytical work. Since the publication of the
first monograph [Glosik 1968] already over 40 years ago, new settlements and even
a greater number of cemeteries [Slusarski, Slusarska-Polariska 1989; Banasiewicz
1990] have indeed been uncovered, but no site has been thoroughly investigated.
The authors of later consolidating works on the Strzyzéw culture [Machnik 1978;
Sveshnikov 1990; Taras 2007a] take into account more recent data and make vari-
ous amendments to the information given in the first monograph, for example con-
cerning the culture’s territorial range, and make claims about its origins, cultural
influences it was subject to and various aspects of life pertaining to its populations.
Relatively new publications by Barbara Bargiet [2006b] and Jerzy Libera [Bar-
giet, Libera 2005a] are worth noting as they thoroughly analyze various aspects
of funerary rites, redefine older sources and systematize individual artefact cate-
gories in grave assemblages [Bargiel, Libera 2004]. The recent past has seen the
discovery of more burials in the Lublin Province; one of the cemeteries, Rogalin
Dolny, site 15, Hrubieszéw District, is being systematically excavated — so far over



149

a dozen features have been investigated.! Happily, in Ukraine, too, both the latest
discoveries and analytical works are published. [Okhrimenko 2006; 2007; 2010;
Okhrimenko, Skliarenko 2010].

A serious, even lamentable shortcoming is the fact that no radiocarbon dates
have been published, such measurements having been made notwithstanding.

The relatively small territory of the Strzyzéw culture extends on the Volhynia
Upland (as far as the Horyn in the east), the eastern end of the Lublin Upland (as
far as the Wieprz in the west) and in Volhynia Polissya. Single dispersed sites were
found also in Lublin Polissya (northernmost sites are found in the vicinity of the
town of Wtodawa). The most condensed Strzyzoéw culture settlement in Poland,
however, was found on the relatively small Grzgda Horodelska — slightly over 170
sites out of the total number of approx. 250 located on the West Volhynian Upland.?
It is here that an absolute majority, i.e. about 20 identified and partially investigated
cemeteries are found supplemented by more than 10 permanent settlements that
have been excavated. In total, we know in Poland of at least 22 sepulchral sites that
held slightly above 100 graves. From Ukraine we know of more than 10 sepulchral
sites, but the number of graves is hard to estimate, relying on available publications
[Bargiet 2006b: 93].

From among Bronze Age communities, Strzyzéw culture populations were
the most demanding as far as their habitat is concerned. A high concentration of
settlement on Grzeda Horodelska had, however, far-reaching and permanent con-
sequences for the original vegetation, specifically its advanced degradation. Local
settlement clusters, and microregions no doubt too, show stability but with a high
site density and a low diversity of most of the available materials, it is hardly
possible to reconstruct the ranges of individual microregions in most cases. The
situation is completely different in the other mesoregions of the Volhynia Upland.
Already the southern part of the Hrubiesz6w Basin is a peripheral zone for the
Strzyzéw culture while Grzeda Sokalska, and even more so Pobuze Basin, are only
areas of short-term exploration or settlement. In neither of the latter two regions,
have any permanent settlements or cemeteries been recorded, while in the Hrubie-
szOow Basin such features are known only from its northern edge.

! The excavations are headed by Anna Hyrchata and Bartfomiej Bartecki of the Stanistaw Staszic Regional
Museum, Hrubieszéw. The results are regularly published on annual reporting conferences in Lublin and men-
tioned in the Wiadomosci Konserwatorskie Wojewodztwa Lubelskiego [Banasiewicz-Szykuta ef al. 2011: 31;
2011: 29-30; 2012: 35-36; 2013: 29-30]. Moreover, damaged graves were investigated in Horodlo, site 12, Hru-
bieszéw District [Koman 1994]; Horodysko, site 13, Chelm District [Bargiet 2006b] and possibly in Janki Dolne,
site 11, Hrubieszow District [Koman, Niedzwiedz 1998; Niedzwiedz 1999].

2 On Grzeda Horodelska one site is found on 1.5 sq. km on average. In the Hrubieszéw Basin, 54 sites were
discovered and 20 others on Grzeda Sokalska; we do not know now of any grave assemblages from these areas.
In east central Poland, the number of sites is about 300 [including all verified data supplied by the Archaeological
Map of Poland]. There are no accurate verified data from Ukraine; the number of sites can be estimated at 70-
-100, judging by the information that has been published [Sveshnikov 1990b: 68, Fig. 17; Okhrimenko, Sklia-
renko 2010].
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The presence of various eastern cultural components, notably Caucasian or
Pontic, in the Strzyzéw culture milieu, including its origins, has been discussed
in the literature for a long time [Glosik 1968: 65-66; Machnik 1978: 78-79;
Sveshnikov 1990: 74; Taras 2006: 254; 2007b: 179-184]. Eastern European in-
fluences, including imports, were noticed also in other epi-Corded groups, and
although many of them have been lately verified and rejected [Kadrow 1998], there
is still a large group of artefact categories, their specific stylistic traits, and forms
of ritual behaviour that can be considered in this context.

Moving to the ‘Strzyzow’ funerary rites, it can be said that they differ from
those of other Corded and epi-Corded communities that either immediately
preceded the Strzyzow culture in its territory or bordered on it. However, there is
a similarity (coincidental?) in body arrangement with the burials of the Catacomb
culture, notably its western branch [Kaiser 2003: 39-43; Slusarska 2006: 76-79].
Extended burials in some cemeteries represent 60-70 per cent of all burials (in
the Ingul group: about 65% on the average). In the Strzyzéw culture, extended
burials make up 90 per cent of all burials. Naturally, there are also differences, as
for instance, an almost total absence of kurgan graves [Sveshnikov 1990: 69] and
a total absence of niche ones from the ‘Strzyzéw’ territory. Moreover, in the circle
of the Catacomb culture the orientation of bodies with respect to the points of the
compass is much more varied [Slusarska 2006: Fig. 14]. Keeping in mind that the
Catacomb culture is basically older than the Strzyzéw one, suggesting any close
relations may be controversial; nevertheless, the final phase of the former, specif-
ically its western branch, extends to the early 2nd millennium BC, making it thus
synchronous with the inception of the Strzyzéw culture [Kaiser 2003: Fig. 26; Te-
legin et al. 2003]. It must be remembered too that the archaeological dating of the
latter is only approximate as it is based on stratigraphic data and the comparison
of inventories with the artefacts of mainly the Mierzanowice culture. In addition,
some doubts may be raised by the large distance separating the borders of their
respective territories, i.e. the fact that, as far as we can tell, they did not abut, as
it were. However, such distances were easily covered by shepherds as is evident
from many long treks in the course of history. This is borne out by archaeological
and historical sources.

Similarities between Strzyzoéw and Catacomb artefacts are observable also
with respect to pottery. They are similar in their morphology (vessels with broad
orifices and bottoms, and thickened rims are popular in both cultures) and, espe-
cially, a special surface finish (deep, intensive and regular brushing). These issues
were discussed in greater detail in an earlier work [Taras 2007b: 180-181]. To
a lesser degree, the similarities concern certain ornament motifs (herringbone,
chevron, zigzag — they are not frequent, however, in the Strzyzéw culture). The
ornaments of Strzyzéw culture pottery find analogies in those encountered in the
adjacent cultures of both forest and forest-steppe zones, as well as in more distant
steppe cultures.
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Fig. 1. Location of graves with flint points (1-4) and bone or shell buckles (3, 5-8); a — flint points;
b —buckles; ¢ — Strzyzéw culture compact settlement; d — dispersed settlement, 1 — Ostréwek, Lubartow
District; 2 — Horodysko, Chetm District; 3 — Raciborowice Kolonia, Chelm District; 4 — Vesele, Volyn
Oblast; 5 — Grédek, Hrubieszow District; 6 — Husynne Kolonia, Hrubieszéw District; 7 — Hrebenne,
Hrubieszéw District; 8 — Zhorniv, Rivne Oblast. Map drawn by M. Juran and S. Z6rawski

Far harder to trace are the possible connections of Strzyzéw flint manufactur-
ing with other areas. A case in point is the question of flint points. Most researchers
believe that the centre of their mass manufacturing was located in Volhynia [Libera
2001: 107-112; Bargiet, Libera 2004: 180-184] whence they were exported to adja-
cent areas and further away. Their morphology is quite varied and, as Jerzy Libera
showed, usually closely reflects the needs and tastes of a given community [Libera
2001: Fig. 37-38]. Strzyzow culture grave inventories contain only four points, all
made of Volhynia flint (Fig. 1). Two (an oval and a rhomboid with a straight base)
were found in graves in Raciborowice Kolonia, site 2, Chetm District, two others
(of the same varieties] in a grave in Horodysko, site 13, Chetm District® and in Ve-
sele, Volyn Oblast, Ukraine [Bargiet, Libera 2004; Okhrimenko, Skliarenko 2010).
Similarly shaped artefacts come from assemblages of unclear cultural attribution
(Ostrowek, Lubartéw District) or are stray finds from various regions, including
the territory of the Strzyzéw culture. So small a number of Strzyzéw culture points
prevents us from discussing any technical details of their production and it is this
aspect that appears to be the most important in tracing the place of origin of an ob-
ject, i.e. in locating the workshop it came from. Morphologically, however, points

3 The materials are being processed; I owe this information to Jerzy Libera.
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Fig. 2. Raciborowice Kolonia, site 1 — some grave goods from grave 1. Bone (wild-boar tusks)
and horn belt elements (1-17) and faience beads (18-24). [after Slusarski, Slusarska-Polariska 1989]



153

Fig. 3. Grédek, site 1C — grave 3. [after Glosik 1958]
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close to the ‘Strzyzéw’ kind of finds can be discovered in various eastern European
groups, beginning from the forest zone (Volosovo and Middle Dnieper cultures)
and ending with the steppe zone [Catacomb culture; Klochko 2001b: Fig. 34, 41,
43; Bunyatyan, Samolyuk 2009: Fig. 8].

In the Strzyzow culture environment, fine metal (copper) ornaments, as well as
faience ones, were quite popular. This is borne out by grave inventories. The shape
of such objects sometimes imitates more general trends but their origin is basically
local as shown by stylistic details and laboratory analyses [Kadrow 2000; Robinson
et al. 2004]. In this case, local manufacturing was no doubt a response to a high
demand for attractive goods, frequently of a prestige nature, coupled with too small
a purchasing power. Large metal objects are, however, few. In this context, a men-
tion may be made of the hoard from Stubto (vel Steblivka), Rivne Oblast, which
comprised, among others, massive shaft-hole axes of the Caucasus type. In the
Early Bronze Age, the fashion for them spread across eastern and central Europe.
Some of them (in particular the oldest) were no doubt imports from the northern
Caucasus. Later, many local workshops emerged which manufactured such shaft-
hole axes, for instance in the Carpathian Basin [Machnik 1987: 28-29]. Thus, the
origin of the goods from Stubto is debatable as well [Klochko 2001b: 128-130;
Klochko, Kosko 2009: 280-283]. As an import one can also consider the find of
a dagger from Strzyz6éw, Hrubieszow District, which possibly came from a grave
[Gedl 1980: 40-41, Tab. 11: 70] and which has close analogies to type-B arsenic
bronze daggers characteristic of Catacomb culture goods [Kaiser 2003: Fig. 51,
Karte 16; Taras 2007b: 183-184].

Strzyz6w culture inventories comprise also, but rather few, other copper ob-
jects, e.g. a damaged copper disc-medallion from Raciborowice Kolonia, site 2
[Slusarski, Slusarska-Polariska 1989: Fig. 16:9] and bones, notably pipe beads
[stray finds from settlements and cemeteries — Glosik 1968: 56; Slusarski, Slusar-
ska-Polaniska 1989: Fig. 16:11], which are characteristic of Pontic steppes [Kaiser
2003: Fig. 56, Karte 19, 26].*

Next to such clear references of Strzyzéw culture sources to Catacomb circle
traditions, debatable as already mentioned because of the dating and location of the
units in question, as a surprise may come the absence of any closer connections
to the milieu of the Mnogovalikovaya pottery culture. The sites of the latter were
identified after all on the Volhynia Upland, on the right bank of the Bug River
[Sveshnikov 1990: 74], and the two units are synchronous. There are also instances
when the pottery of the two cultures co-occurred on a single site [Sveshnikov 1990:
71-72; Zlatohorskiy, Bardetskiy 2010]. Possibly such ties are suggested by the rare
specimens of ‘Strzyzow’ vessels, bearing on their bellies ornaments of multiple in-
cised rolls (Pidhaytsi, Volyn Oblast). The clearest associations with the circle of the

* From Ukrainian Volhynia we also know of over a dozen stray finds of fabricators — Hryhoriy Okhrimenko
[2010] claims that they come from the circle of the Catacomb culture.
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Fig. 4. Husynne Kolonia, site 6, grave 5. [after Koman 1987]
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Mnogovalikovaya pottery culture are evoked by disk buckles made of bone, horn,
shells, soft stone and other materials [Otroschenko 1998: 113] and which are
among its basic identifying markers (over 500 finds). They are usually round or
oval [Toschev 1998: 119-120]. The grave inventories of the Strzyzéw culture con-
tain several such artefacts (Fig. 1). One of them, found in Raciborowice Kolo-
nia, site 1 (grave 1), differs in shape from those mentioned earlier (Fig. 2). It is
a slightly trapezium-shaped horn plate, crescentic in profile. It has a large central
perforation and two small ones close to one side. The buckle was an element of
a man’s belt clad with wild-boar tusk plates. Three other artefacts made of shell are
published as pendants. Their shape, however, resembles that of ‘Mnogovalikovaya’
buckles. The artefacts were recovered from graves in the following localities: Gré-
dek, site 1C (grave 3 — male, Fig. 3), Hrebenne, site 34 [grave 1 — damaged skel-
eton, indeterminate sex; Bargiet 2006b: Fig. 11:7] and Husynne Kolonia, site 6
(grave 5 — female, Fig. 4), all in Hrubieszéw District. One more similar artefact
comes from Husynne Kolonia, site 7 [damaged grave, the sex of the dead individ-
ual cannot be determined; Bargiet 2006b: Fig. 11:6]. This object, however, does
not have a central perforation but only two small ones close to its edge; thus it
may not have been an element of a belt. A bone buckle was also found in a kurgan
grave in Zhorniv, Rivne Oblast [Sveshnikov 1990: 72]. The researchers working on
the Mnogovalikovaya pottery culture [Otroschenko 1998] stress that these objects
spread together with light war vehicles. Some of these artefacts were cheekpiec-
es — elements of a horse harness — while others were elements of a man’s belt (of
a chariot driver). It is still a mystery whether the buckles from Strzyzéw graves can
be treated in the same way in the symbolic and social context.

The question of a potential eastern impact, its scope and character, on the
Strzyz6éw culture environment calls for considerable analytical work. It is neces-
sary, above all, to thoroughly revise materials from older investigations in Ukraine.
Such a revision will help recalculate the number of sites and separate Strzyzow
culture inventories from other Early Bronze features. Moreover, an effort must be
made to obtain a larger series of absolute dates.

At the decline of the Strzyzéw culture in Malopolska and Volhynia there ap-
peared Trzciniec culture populations, bringing new customs which would prevail
there for about 800-900 years. Trzciniec communities would enter into close neigh-
bourly relations with the groups of the Srubnaya-Sabatinovka circle, occupying
the Northern Pontic Area. The effects of sustained NW-SE contacts would include
more metal imports (weapons and ornaments) and new and different stylistic inspi-
rations visible in various areas of local manufacturing.

Translated by Piotr T. Zebrowski
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