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'LJLWDO�PHGLD�LQ�D�FRQWHPSRUDU\�FRQÀLFW� 
– example of Ukraine1

Abstract: 7KH�RQJRLQJ�FRQÀLFW�EHWZHHQ�8NUDLQH�DQG�5XVVLD�SURYLGHV�PDQ\�H[DPSOHV�
of using media, including technologically new ones, to conduct information warfare. 
7KH�DUWLFOH�IRFXVHV�RQ�WKH�LVVXH�RI�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�GLJLWDO�PHGLD�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�ZDU�
in eastern Ukraine and socio-political protests (2013/2014) that preceded the armed con-
ÀLFW��7KLV�DUWLFOH�DQDO\]HV�WKH�PHWKRGV�RI�LQVWUXPHQWDO�XVDJH�RI�GLJLWDO�PHGLD�E\�5XVVLD�
as the dominant entity in conducting aggressive information warfare against Ukraine as 
well as civic actions on the Ukrainian side aimed at counteracting Russian propaganda. 
The results show that, in the times of the mediatization of war, different entities tend to 
DFWLYHO\�XVH�ERWK�WUDGLWLRQDO�PHGLD�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�GLJLWDO�VSDFH�DQG�VRFLDO�PHGLD��,Q�DG-
dition, this work systematizes the conceptual apparatus related to the discussed issues. 
7KH�DUWLFOH�LV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�DQDO\VLV�RI�FDVH�VWXGLHV��PDLQO\�5XVVLDQ�57�DQG�8NUDLQLDQ��
VRFLDO�LQLWLDWLYH�6WRS)DNH���FRQWHQW�DQDO\VLV��DQDO\VLV�DQG�FULWLFLVP�RI�OLWHUDWXUH��DQG�H[-
DPLQDWLRQ�RI�VRXUFH�VWXGLHV��7KH�DUWLFOH�FRPSOHPHQWV�WKH�FXUUHQW�GHEDWH�RQ�WKH�FRQÀLFW�
EHWZHHQ�8NUDLQH�DQG�5XVVLD�E\�KLJKOLJKWLQJ�WKH�UROH�RI�GLJLWDO�PHGLD�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDUIDUH�DQG�E\�VKRZLQJ�WKDW�GLJLWDO�PHGLD��HVSHFLDOO\�VRFLDO�PHGLD��FDQ�EH�
D�SODWIRUP�DGRSWHG�QRW�RQO\�E\�VWDWH�DFWRUV��EXW�DOVR�IRU�FLWL]HQV�
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Introduction

The crisis in Ukraine that has continued from 2014 until today, re-
ferred to as the international geopolitical struggle and simultaneous-

1 Research funded under a research project of the Role of Polish NGOs in sup-
porting the development of media in Ukraine, the National Science Center (NCN), 
PRELUDIUM Program no UMO-2017/25/N/HS5/01404.
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O\�DQ�DUPHG�FRQÀLFW�DQG�KXPDQLWDULDQ�FULVLV��3DQWWL��������S��[LL���VKRZV�
KRZ�LPSRUWDQW�GLJLWDO�PHGLD�FDQ�EH��,Q�1RYHPEHU�������WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQ-
al Criminal Court (ICC) ruled that the war in Eastern Ukraine is the “in-
WHUQDWLRQDO�DUPHG�FRQÀLFW�EHWZHHQ�8NUDLQH�DQG�WKH�5XVVLDQ�)HGHUDWLRQ´�
(���ɬɢɫɹɱ������1HZV�DERXW�8NUDLQH�KDYH�EHHQ�SXEOLVKHG�RQ�WKH�,QWHUQHW�
RQ�D�UHJXODU�EDVLV�E\�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WUDGLWLRQDO�PHGLD��DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
spreads in the social media as well, together with ordinary citizens who 
H[SUHVV�WKHLU�RSLQLRQV��7KH�ZRUOG�VKRZHG�WKHLU�SHDN�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKH�FRQ-
ÀLFW�LQ�ODWH������DQG�HDUO\�������ZKHQ�LQ�.LHY�DQWL�JRYHUQPHQW�SURWHVWV�
started.2�:LWK� WKH� DQQH[DWLRQ� RI� WKH�&ULPHD�3HQLQVXOD� E\� WKH�5XVVLDQ�
)HGHUDWLRQ��ZKLFK�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�UHFRJQL]HG�E\�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRPPX-
QLW\��D�FRQÀLFW�XQUROOHG�LQ�8NUDLQH�ZLWK�QRW�RQO\�UHJLRQDO�EXW�DOVR�JOREDO�
FRQVHTXHQFHV��3DQWWL��������S��[LL���7KH�ZDU�LQ�WKH�HDVW�RI�8NUDLQH��ZLWK�
WKH� HVWLPDWHG�GHDWK� WROO� RI� ��� WKRXVDQG�� LQFOXGLQJ� DERXW� ���� WKRXVDQG�
civilians ('HDWK�7ROO���; ���ɬɢɫɹɱ������SURYLGHV�PDQ\�H[DPSOHV�RI�WKH�XVH�
of digital media for the purpose of information warfare, including the 
dissemination of a tampered content.

7KH�UHVHDUFK�JRDO�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKH�DUWLFOH�LV�WR�DQDO\]H�WKH�UROH�SOD\HG�E\�
GLJLWDO�PHGLD�LQ�WKH�5XVVLDQ�8NUDLQLDQ�FRQÀLFW�DQG�VRFLR�SROLWLFDO�XQUHVWV�
SUHFHGLQJ�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�ZDU�LQ�WKH�HDVW�RI�8NUDLQH��<HW�DQRWKHU�JRDO�
LV�WR�JDWKHU�FRQFHSWV�SHUWDLQLQJ�WR�WKH�VXEMHFW��7KH�DUWLFOH�YHUL¿HV�D�K\SRWK-
esis that digital media are not only instrumental in the hands of policy mak-
HUV�DV�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDUIDUH��EXW�WKH\�DUH�DOVR�XVHG�E\�FLWL]HQV�
ZKR��WKURXJK�WKHLU�DFWLYLW\�LQ�WKH�VRFLDO�PHGLD��DUH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�FRQÀLFW��
Digital media generally include traditional media which simultaneously 
operate in the digital space as well as social media. Such a distinction of 
digital media follows the conviction of Andrew Chadwick, an authority in 
WKH�¿HOG�RI�SROLWLFDO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��WKDW�LW�LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�GHYHORS�D�KROLV-
WLF�DSSURDFK�WR�ROG�DQG�QHZ�IRUPV�RI�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��VLQFH�ERWK�GHSHQG�
RQ�HDFK�RWKHU��&KDGZLFN��������S������7KH�REMHFWLYH�RI�WKH�UHVHDUFK�LV�PHW�
E\�DQDO\]LQJ�WZR�FDVH�VWXGLHV�±�WKH�DFWLYLW\�RI�WKH�5XVVLDQ�WHOHYLVLRQ�57�
(formerly Russia Today) and a civil initiative of StopFake.org. In addition 
to qualitative case studies, the article uses the analysis of the content and 
D�WHFKQLTXH�RI�H[DPLQDWLRQ�DQG�HYDOXDWLRQ�RI�OLWHUDWXUH��VXSSOHPHQWHG�E\�
WKH�DQDO\VLV�RI�VRXUFH�SXEOLFDWLRQV��7KLV�OHDGV�WR�D�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�

2 %DVHG�RQ�WKH�SRSXODULW\�RI�WKH�ZRUG�³8NUDLQH´�LQ�����������±�����������E\�
Google Trends.
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WKH�HVVHQFH�RI�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDUIDUH�DQG�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�GLJLWDO�PHGLD�
RQ�WKH�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�FXUUHQW�DUPHG�FRQÀLFW�EHWZHHQ�5XVVLD�DQG�8NUDLQH�

'LJLWDO�PHGLD�LQ�D�FRQWHPSRUDU\�FRQÀLFW

7KH�FRQÀLFW�LQ�8NUDLQH�DQG�SUREOHPV�UHODWHG�WR�LW�LQ�WKH�GLJLWDO�VSDFH�
DUH�H[DPSOHV�RI�FRQWHPSRUDU\�FKDOOHQJHV�IDFHG�E\�JRYHUQPHQWV�DQG�RU-
GLQDU\�FLWL]HQV��+RVNLQV�DQG�2¶/RXJKOLQ� �������SS���±���EHOLHYH� WKDW��
DW�WLPHV�RI�PHGLDWL]HG�ZDUV��PDVV�PHGLD�KDYH�EHFRPH�DQ�LQWHJUDO�SDUW�
RI�DQ\�FRQÀLFW��VLQFH�WKH\�DIIHFW�WKH�SHUFHSWLRQ�RI�HYHQWV�E\�WKH�JHQHUDO�
SXEOLF�� SROLWLFDO� GHFLVLRQV�� DQG�XOWLPDWHO\� WKH�ZD\� LQ�ZKLFK�KLVWRULDQV�
render the developments. A British journalist David Patrikarakos (2017, 
SS�� �±����� LQ� KLV� ERRN� WKH�War in 140 Characters, argues that in the 
GLJLWDO�DJH��LQIRUPDWLRQ�SXEOLVKHG�KDV�EHFRPH�D�ZHDSRQ�ZKLFK�LV�E\�QR�
means less powerful than artillery. This creates new opportunities and 
QHZ�FKDOOHQJHV�DV�ZHOO��,Q�D�EURDG�VHQVH��PHGLD�DUH�D�NH\�HOHPHQW�RI�DQ\�
FRQÀLFW��DQG�D�³PHGLDWL]HG´�FRQÀLFW�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�DFWLYH�LQYROYHPHQW�RI�
PDVV�PHGLD�LQ�D�FRQÀLFW��3DQWWL��������S��[LY���,W�KDV�EHHQ�LQGLFDWHG�WKDW�
ZKLOH�DQDO\]LQJ�WKH�LVVXH�RI�FRQÀLFW��D�UDSLGO\�FKDQJLQJ�PHGLD�HQYLURQ-
PHQW�VKRXOG�EH�WDNHQ�LQWR�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ��7KH�VDPH�DSSOLHV�WR�QHZ�LQIRU-
mation technologies and social media (social media���*LOERD�HW�DO���������
S�� ������1HZ�PHGLD� WHFKQRORJLHV� KDYH� EURXJKW� FKDQJHV� WR� WKH�PHGLD�
FRQWHQW��LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�WKH�SXEOLF��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�PRGHO�RI�FRPPXQLFD-
tion (Krzysztofek, 2006, p. 1).

'LJLWDO�PHGLD�DUH�XVXDOO\�GH¿QHG�DV�DQ\�IRUP�RI�FRQWHQW�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�
DQG� XVH� �H�J�� DXGLRYLVXDO�� JUDSKLF�� WH[W���ZKLFK� LV� VWRUHG�� UHSURGXFHG��
GLVWULEXWHG�DQG�HGLWHG�ZLWK�WKH�XVH�RI�GLJLWDO�PHDQV�RU�SURFHVVLQJ�HTXLS-
PHQW��*UDERZVNL��������S�������7KHUHIRUH��GLJLWDO�PHGLD�LV�D�YHU\�EURDG�
FRQFHSW� ZKLFK� LQFOXGHV� GLJLWDO� WHOHYLVLRQ�� GLJLWDO� UDGLR�� ZHE� SRUWDOV��
SUHVV��UDGLR�DQG�WHOHYLVLRQ�DYDLODEOH�RQ�WKH�,QWHUQHW��VRFLDO�SRUWDOV��EORJV��
HERRNV�� YLGHR�RQ�GHPDQG�� FRPSXWHU�JDPHV� DQG�PDQ\�PRUH��7HFKQRO-
ogy used to convey the content is one of the most popular reference 
SRLQWV�ZKLOH�FODVVLI\LQJ�WKH�PHGLD��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�EDVLV�RI�WKH�GLYLVLRQ�RI�
PHGLD�LQWR�³ROG´��WUDGLWLRQDO��L�H��FKURQRORJLFDOO\�HDUOLHU�±�SUHVV��UDGLR��
WHOHYLVLRQ��DQG�³QHZ´��,QWHUQHW��3 Although many authors use the term 

3 7KH�WHUP�³QHZ�PHGLD´�LV�VWLOO�FRQVLGHUHG�YDJXH��ZKLFK�PLJKW�EH�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�
a wide interest in the transformation of media and the diversity of perspectives (politi-
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RI�³QHZ�PHGLD�´�³GLJLWDO�PHGLD�´�³RQOLQH�PHGLD´�RU�³HOHFWURQLF�PHGLD´�
DV�V\QRQ\PV��VRPH�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�FDWHJRU\�RI�³GLJLWDO�PHGLD´��RU�³K\-
SHUPHGLD´��IRFXVHV�RQ�WKHLU�WHFKQLFDO�DVSHFW�DQG�WKH�³WHFKQRORJLFDO´�XQ-
derstanding of new media stresses their digital nature. The digital nature 
LV�D�SUHFRQGLWLRQ�WR�UHIHU�WR�WKHP�DV�³QHZ´�PHGLD��+RZHYHU��LW�GRHV�QRW�
automatically mean that they are also interactive and/or virtual. Taking 
LQWR� DFFRXQW� WKH� DERYH�PHQWLRQHG� WHUPLQRORJLFDO� QXDQFHV�� WKH� DUWLFOH�
XVHV�³GLJLWDO�PHGLD´�DV�V\QRQ\PRXV�WR�HOHFWURQLF�YHUVLRQV�RI�SUHVV��UD-
GLR��WHOHYLVLRQ��ZHE�SRUWDOV�DQG�VRFLDO�PHGLD�ZKLFK�PHHW�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�
QHZ�PHGLD��GLJLWDO�QDWXUH��LQWHUDFWLYH�PRGH��K\SHUWH[WXDOLW\��ZHE�EDVHG�
DYDLODELOLW\�DQG�YLUWXDO�FKDUDFWHU��/LVWHU�HW�DO���������S������

The majority of researchers agrees that Ukraine is involved in a hy-
EULG�ZDU��RU�³VXFK�DQ�DFWLYLW\�RI�RQH�RI� WKH�SDUWLHV�ZKLFK�LQFRUSRUDWHV�
D� YDULHW\� RI�PLOLWDU\� DQG� QRQ�PLOLWDU\�PHWKRGV�� IRUPV� DQG�PHDVXUHV´�
(Skoneczny, 2015, p. 40). Already mentioned David Patrikarakos, in 
KLV� LQWHUYLHZ� IRU�5DGLR�6YRERGD�� GHVFULEHV� WKH� LPSDFW� RI� LQIRUPDWLRQ�
GLVVHPLQDWLRQ�E\�5XVVLDQV�RQ�WKH�LQKDELWDQWV�RI�(DVWHUQ�8NUDLQH�E\�UH-
IHUULQJ� WR� LW� DV� ³D� VXFFHVVIXO� 5XVVLDQ� FULPLQDO� LQWHOOLJHQFH� RSHUDWLRQ´�
(ɉɨɫɬ�ɭ�7ZLWWHU���, 22.10.2019). The author has noted that “similar infor-
PDWLRQ�LPSDFW�DQG�GLYHUVLRQ�DUH�QRW�OLPLWHG�WR�ERUGHUV��VLQFH�LW�LV�QRW�WKH�
KLVWRU\�RI�FRQÀLFWV�EHWZHHQ�VWDWHV��LW�LV�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�¿JKW�IRU�KXPDQ�
WKRXJKWV��7KH�FRQÀLFW�LQ�8NUDLQLDQ�'RQEDVV�LV�DQ�H[DPSOH�WKDW�VKRZV�WKH�
SRZHU�RI�SURSDJDQGD´��ɉɨɫɬ�ɭ�7ZLWWHU������&RQWUDU\�WR�FRPPRQ�EHOLHIV��
QRW� WKH�5XVVLDQV�EXW�$PHULFDQV�KDYH�FUHDWHG� WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�D�³K\EULG�
ZDU�´�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�WKH�86�$UP\�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ��,UDT�DQG�
LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�WKHLU�¿JKW�DJDLQVW�WHUURULVP��6NRQHF]Q\��������S�������,Q�
HDFK�RI�WKHVH�FRQÀLFWV��UHVHDUFKHUV�KDYH�HPSKDVL]HG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�
PDVV�PHGLD��DQG�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�WKH�PRVW�UHFHQW�FRQÀLFWV��WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�
of new media, social media included. Many actions during the Russian 
K\EULG�ZDU�DJDLQVW�8NUDLQH��DV�LW�KDV�EHHQ�SURYHQ��FRQFHUQV�WKH�GLJLWDO�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�VSDFH��7KH�QHZ�PHGLD�HQYLURQPHQW�KDV�EHHQ�GH¿QHG�E\�$Q-
GUHZ�&KDGZLFN��������S�����DV�³K\EULG�PHGLD�V\VWHP�´�PHDQV�D�FRPEL-
QDWLRQ�DQG�LQWHUDFWLRQ�RI�QHZ�DQG�ROG�PHGLD�IRUPV��DV�ZHOO�DV�D�EURDG�
VSHFWUXP�RI�DFWRUV�ZKR�ZDQW�WR�FRQWURO�WKH�ÀRZ�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�LQ-
clude their own goals in the media related agenda. Preparation, security 

FDO�VFLHQFH��PHGLD�VFLHQFH��SV\FKRORJ\��VRFLRORJ\��HWF����$FFRUGLQJ�WR�-DNXE�1RZDN��
³GLJLWDO�PHGLD´�UHIHUV�WR�QHZV�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�XVH�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�FRP-
PXQLFDWLRQ�WHFKQRORJLHV��,&7���6HH��1RZDN��������SS����±����
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RI� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DQG� WKH� GLVVHPLQDWLRQ� RI� D� VSHFL¿F� VWUDWHJLF� QDUUDWLRQ�
YLD�WKH�PHGLD�ZDV�HVVHQWLDO�ERWK�LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�WKH�DQQH[DWLRQ�RI�WKH�
Crimea and during later stages of the Russian aggression on the territory 
RI�(DVWHUQ�8NUDLQH��:KHQ�LQ������:LQQ�6FKZDUWDX�GH¿QHG�D�UHODWLYHO\�
QHZ�FRQFHSW�RI�³LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDUIDUH�´�RWKHU�WHUPV�DSSHDUHG�LQ�SDUDOOHO��
H�J��YLUWXDO�ZDU��ZHE�EDVHG�ZDUIDUH��F\EHUZDU�RU�F\EHUWHUURULVP��ZKLFK�
GHVFULEHG�FRQWHPSRUDU\�FRQÀLFWV��*UDERZVNL��������S�������$OWKRXJK�LQ�
a different way, all of these concepts take account of the technological 
and information aspects.

,W�LV�QRZ�WKRXJKW�WKDW�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDUIDUH�DQG�LWV�H[WUHPH�IRUPV��
VXFK�DV�WKH�ZHE�EDVHG�ZDU�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�SV\FKRORJLFDO�ZDU��FDQ�
EH�XVHG�WR�UHDFK�WKH�JRDOV�RI�WKH�VWDWH�LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO��GRPHVWLF��DQG�UH-
gional politics, and ensure a geopolitical advantage (Darczewska, 2014, 
S������7KHVH�REMHFWLYHV�PD\�DSSO\� WR� WKH�SURWHFWLRQ��XVH��GDPDJH��DQG�
GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI� LQIRUPDWLRQ�RU� HQWLUH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� UHVRXUFHV�� EXW� DOVR� WR�
FRQWUDGLFW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�RUGHU�WR�JDLQ�VRPH�EHQH¿WV�RU�HYHQ�D�YLFWRU\�
over the enemy (Liedel, Piasecka, Aleksandrowicz, 2012, p. 15). Infor-
mation warfare methods include: psychological operations, propaganda, 
PLVLQIRUPDWLRQ��PDQLSXODWLRQ��DQG�F\EHUDWWDFNV�RQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD��,QIRU-
mation (tampered or not) transmitted via the media, in particular those 
WKDW�DUH�WHFKQRORJLFDOO\�³QHZ�´�DUH�LPSRUWDQW�HOHPHQWV�RI�D�PRGHUQ�FRQ-
ÀLFW��SULPDULO\�EHFDXVH�RI�DQ�HDV\�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�FRQWHQW��YLVXDO�DSSHDO��
LQWHUDFWLYH�PRGH�DQG�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�XVHU�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��,W�LV�ZRUWK�QRW-
ing that digital media are also a source of IDNH�QHZV, i.e. Fraudulent news 
that spread through the network often without any special interference 
RI�VWDWH�DFWRUV��7KH�H[DPSOH�RI�8NUDLQH�VKRZV�WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�GLJLWDO�
PHGLD�KDYH�EHFRPH�D�VSDFH�IRU�NH\�VRFLR�SROLWLFDO�HYHQWV�DQG�KDYH�EHHQ�
repeatedly used as a tool of the information warfare and as a tool in the 
hands of citizens.

Digital media and the crisis in Ukraine

,W�LV�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�GLJLWDO�PHGLD�SOD\�D�YLWDO�UROH�QRW�RQO\�GXULQJ�DUPHG�
FRQÀLFWV��'H�)UDQFR��������SS����±�����EXW�DOVR�VRFLDO�XQUHVWV��%DVWRV��
Mercea, Charpentier, 2015, p. 320), during which individual parties con-
IURQW�WKHLU�DUJXPHQWV�DQG�FRPSHWH�IRU�LQÀXHQFH��8NUDLQLDQ�UHYROXWLRQV��
VHSDUDWHG�E\�D�GHFDGH��FRQVWLWXWH�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�PHGLD�HQ-
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vironment transformation. The Orange Revolution of 2004 was rather an 
³DQDORJXH´�HYHQW� WKDW� DWWUDFWHG� LQWHUHVW�SULPDULO\�RI� WUDGLWLRQDO�PHGLD��
since Internet portals, such as Ukrainian Truth, were at their early stage. 
The pro-European and anti-government protests in Kiev started in autumn 
�����ZLWK�DQ�HQWU\�RQ�)DFHERRN�PDGH�E\�D�MRXUQDOLVW�0XVWDID�1D\\HP�
³/HW¶V�EH�VHULRXV��:KR�LV�UHDG\�WRGD\�E\�PLGQLJKW�WR�FRPH�WR�0DLGDQ"�
/LNHV�GR�QRW�FRXQW��2QO\�FRPPHQWV�XQGHU�WKH�SRVW��µ,�DP�UHDG\�¶�,I�PRUH�
WKDQ�D�WKRXVDQG�SHRSOH�JDWKHU��ZH�ZLOO�RUJDQL]H�RXUVHOYHV�´4 Within an 
hour, over 600 people declared their interest to participate, so the same 
HYHQLQJ��L�H�����1RYHPEHU��WKH�¿UVW�JDWKHULQJ�ZDV�RUJDQL]HG��,W�DWWUDFWHG�
more than 1,000 people, and this started the riots in the Maidan5. In the 
later stages of protests, digital media played a tremendously important 
role. They served as one of the main sources of information and a tool for 
WKH�FRRUGLQDWLRQ�RI�SURWHVWV�DQG�WKH�PRELOL]DWLRQ�RI�PLOOLRQV�RI�8NUDLQL-
ans (Onuch, 2015, p. 170).

7KH�8NUDLQLDQ�FULVLV�RI�����±�����VWDUWHG�ZLWK�ULRWV�DJDLQVW�WKH�VXV-
SHQVLRQ�RI�WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�$JUHHPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ�E\�WKH�
then President Viktor Yanukovych. Later, the riots transformed into an 
DQWL�JRYHUQPHQW� UHYROXWLRQ��7KH�PRVW�EUXWDO�¿JKW�EHWZHHQ� ULRWHUV� DQG�
WKH�PLOLWLD�WRRN�SODFH�LQ�)HEUXDU\�������ZKLFK�FDXVHG�WKH�ODUJHVW�QXP-
EHU�RI�GHDWKV�6�6LQFH�WKH�FRQÀLFW�H[DFHUEDWHG��WKH�VSHFLDO�%HUNXWX�XQLWV�
were liquidated and president Yanukovych left the territory of Ukraine. 
The peak of a long preparation for the occupation of the Crimea Penin-
VXOD�ZDV�LQ�0DUFK�������ZKHQ�5XVVLD�XVHG�WKH�PD[LPXP�UHOXFWDQFH�RI�
Ukraine to defend their territories and took over Crimea. As a result of 

4� 2ULJLQDO� LQ� 5XVVLDQ�� ³Ʌɚɞɧɨ�� ɞɚɜɚɣɬɟ� ɫɟɪɶɟɡɧɨ�� ȼɨɬ� ɤɬɨ� ɫɟɝɨɞɧɹ� ɞɨ�
ɩɨɥɭɧɨɱɢ� ɝɨɬɨɜ�ɜɵɣɬɢ�ɧɚ�Ɇɚɣɞɚɧ"�Ʌɚɣɤɢ�ɧɟ� ɫɱɢɬɚɸɬɫɹ��Ɍɨɥɶɤɨ�ɤɨɦɦɟɧɬɚɪɢɢ�
ɩɨɞ� ɷɬɢɦ� ɩɨɫɬɨɦ� ɫɨ� ɫɥɨɜɚɦɢ� ³ə� ɝɨɬɨɜ´�� Ʉɚɤ� ɬɨɥɶɤɨ� ɧɚɛɟɪɟɬɫɹ� ɛɨɥɶɲɟ�
ɬɵɫɹɱɢ�� ɛɭɞɟɦ� ɨɪɝɚɧɢɡɨɜɵɜɚɬɶɫɹ�´� KWWSV���ZZZ�IDFHERRN�FRP�0XVWDIDQD\\HP�
posts/10201177280260151, 11.09.2019.

5 5LRWV�WKDW�VWDUWHG�RQ����1RYHPEHU������LQ�WKH�0DLGDQ�DQG�FRQWLQXHG�XQWLO�VSULQJ�
RI������DQG�DOVR�LQYROYHG�RWKHU�FLWLHV�LQ�8NUDLQH��,Q�SXEOLF�GLVFRXUVH�DQG�VFLHQWL¿F�
OLWHUDWXUH�� WKH\� DUH� XVXDOO\� UHIHUUHG� DV� ³WKH� ULRWV� RQ� WKH� 0DLGDQ�´� ³(XURPDLGDQ´�
(especially in initial phase of protests, i.e. in autumn 2013) or the “Revolution of 
'LJQLW\´��Uprising in Ukraine...).

6 In total, as a result of protests in Ukraine at the turn of 2013 and 2014, over 100 
people were killed (so-called Heavenly Hundred Heroes), who received the Gold Star 
0HGDO�DV�D�SRVWPRUWHP�DZDUG�E\�WKH�GHFUHH�RI�WKH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�8NUDLQH��KWWSV���ZHE�
DUFKLYH�RUJ�ZHE����������������KWWS���ZZZ�SUHVLGHQW�JRY�XD�GRFXPHQWV�������
html (15.09.2019).
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an attack on the unit stationed in Simferopol, one Ukrainian soldier died 
ZKLFK�JDYH�$UVHQ\L�<DWVHQ\XN��WKH�3ULPH�0LQLVWHU�RI�8NUDLQH��D�EDVLV�
IRU�FRQVLGHULQJ�WKDW�WKH�5XVVLD�8NUDLQH�FRQÀLFW�HYROYHG�IURP�D�SROLWLFDO�
WR�D�PLOLWDU\�OHYHO��WKH�LVVXH�DWWUDFWHG�D�EURDG�PHGLD�FRYHUDJH��2FKPDQQ��
Wojas, 2016, p. 90).

7KHQ��8NUDLQH� H[SHULHQFHG�SUR�5XVVLDQ� ULRWV� LQ� WKH� HDVWHUQ�SDUW� RI�
the country. Shortly after, separatist proto-states were proclaimed: the 
'RQHWVN� 3HRSOH� 5HSXEOLF� �'5/�� DQG� WKH� /XKDQVN� 3HRSOH¶V� 5HSXEOLF�
�à5/��VXSSRUWHG�E\�5XVVLD��7KH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�HYHQWV�RI�WKH�5XVVLDQ�
8NUDLQLDQ�FRQÀLFW�LQFOXGH��DPRQJ�RWKHUV��WKH�3RZHU�.HJ�RI�,ORZDLVN��WKH�
UHFDSWXUH�RI�6ORYLDQVN�E\�8NUDLQLDQ�IRUFHV��FODVKHV�LQ�0DULXSRO��¿JKWV�
QHDU�.UDPDWRUVN��EDWWOH�IRU�WKH�'RQHWVN�$LUSRUW��VKXWGRZQ�RI�,O����DLU-
craft of the Ukrainian Army in Luhansk, shutdown of a passenger MH17 
DLUFUDIW�RI� WKH�0DOD\VLD�$LUOLQHV��EDWWOH�RI�0DULDQLYND��¿JKWV�QHDU�'R-
netsk, Krasny Luch, Luhansk, and again near Mariupol (Flikke, 2015, 
SS���±����/DNRP\��������SS����±���9'&���7KH�FRQÀLFW� LQ� WKH�HDVWHUQ�
8NUDLQH�KDV�EHHQ�FORVHO\�IROORZHG�E\�WUDGLWLRQDO�DQG�QHZ�PHGLD�DURXQG�
WKH�ZRUOG��9HU\�RIWHQ�WKH\�KDYH�GHFLGHG�WR�SULRULWL]H�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�
WKH�FRQÀLFW�LQ�WKHLU�DJHQGD�

Information warfare and “traditional media” in digital space

7KH�HVVHQFH�RI�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDUIDUH�ZDV�UHYHDOHG�E\�WKH�&ULPHD�
RSHUDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�VXEVHTXHQW�DUPHG�FRQÀLFW�LQ�WKH�HDVW�RI�8NUDLQH��7KH�
DQQH[DWLRQ�RI�WKH�&ULPHD�3HQLQVXOD�LQYROYHG�5XVVLDQ�VSHDNLQJ�FLWL]HQV�
LQ�8NUDLQH��ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�SUHYLRXVO\�VXEMHFWHG�WR�D�SV\FKRORJLFDO�EUDLQ-
ZDVK�E\�WKH�PHGLD��'DUF]HZVND��������S������7KH�SUDFWLFH�RI�WKH�5XVVLDQ�
LQIRUPDWLRQ� ZDUIDUH� FRPELQHV� WUDGLWLRQDO� WRROV� �H�J�� VXEYHUVLYH� FDP-
paign activities of Cold War) with modern technology (e.g. investment 
in digital media focusing on Russian and foreign audiences or use of 
Internet forums and social media to spread pro-Russian narration) (Ba-
torowska, Klepka, Wasiuta, 2019, p. 207). Therefore, the phenomenon 
of information warfare is not a Russian invention�� ,W� LV�D�PRGL¿FDWLRQ�
and adjustment of the tool to match needs of propaganda and psycho-
ORJLFDO� ZDU� SUHYLRXVO\� FRQGXFWHG� E\� WKH� 8665�� %DWRURZVND�� .OHSND�
and Wasiuta (2019, p. 205), authors of 0HGLD�MDNR�LQVWUXPHQW�ZSá\ZX�
LQIRUPDF\MQHJR�L�PDQLSXODFML�VSRáHF]HĔVWZHP�(Media as an instrument 
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XVLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�PDQLSXODWLRQ�WR�LQÀXHQFH�WKH�VRFLHW\��EHOLHYH�WKDW�
the manipulation of information in mass media is a necessary condition 
RI�D�K\EULG�ZDU��5HFLSLHQWV�RI�VXFK�DFWLYLWLHV� LQ� WKH� LQIRUPDWLRQ�VSDFH�
DUH�QRW�RQO\�SROLWLFDO�DQG�PLOLWDU\�DFWRUV�EXW�DOVR�FLYLOLDQV��WKH�ODWWHU�DUH�
D�WDUJHW�RI�WKH�DWWDFN�DQG�RU�PHGLXP�WR�FRQYH\�WKH�FRQWHQW��*UDERZVNL��
������S�������,Q�FDVH�RI�WKH�&ULPHD�DQQH[DWLRQ��NLQHWLF�PHWKRGV��H�J��PD-
neuvers with equipment, originally were less important than the creation 
RI�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�PHVV�DQG�WKHUHE\�PDNLQJ�LW�GLI¿FXOW�IRU�8NUDLQLDQ�DQG�
WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRPPXQLW\�WR�UHVSRQG��*UDERZVNL��������S�������,Q�WKH�
GLJLWDO�VSDFH��VWDWH�SURSDJDQGD�PL[HV�ZLWK�QHZV�DQG�FRQWHQW�JHQHUDWHG�
E\�XVHUV�

,Q�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�8NUDLQH�FRQÀLFW��DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�D�PHGLXP�XVHG�
LQ�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDUIDUH�LV�WKH�³57�´�RU�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�7HOHYLVLRQ��
SUHYLRXVO\�NQRZQ�DV�³5XVVLD�7RGD\�´�,�ZDV�IRXQGHG�E\�WKH�5XVVLDQ�*RY-
HUQPHQW�LQ������DQG�LW�LV�RZQHG�E\�WKH�5XVVLDQ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�,QIRUPD-
WLRQ�$JHQF\� �5,$�1RYRVWL��� 7KH� 57� SXEOLFL]HV� QHZV�� GRFXPHQWDULHV��
talk shows, theme programs and podcasts, and the television station it-
self tries to promoted its image of a medium that questions more, which 
in practice means that it provides narration other than the prevailing one 
LQ�:HVWHUQ�PHGLD��:LGKROP��������S��������7KH�57�&KDQQHO�LV�DYDLODEOH�
LQ� RYHU� RQH� KXQGUHG� FRXQWULHV� DFURVV� WKH�ZRUOG� E\� VDWHOOLWH� DQG�RU� E\�
FDEOH��ZKHUHDV�WKH�57�ZHEVLWH�ZLWK�QHZV�DQG�SURJUDPV�LV�DYDLODEOH�LQ�
VL[�ODQJXDJHV��5XVVLDQ��(QJOLVK��6SDQLVK��$UDELF��*HUPDQ�DQG�)UHQFK���
57�LV�DOVR�DFWLYHO\�LQYROYHG�LQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD��)DFHERRN�³57´�±�����PLO-
OLRQ�OLNHV��³57�ɧɚ�ɪɭɫɫɤɨɦ´�>57�LQ�5XVVLDQ@��±�����PLOOLRQ��57�$PHULFD�
±���PLOOLRQ��JURXS�LQ�9NRQWDNWH�³57�ɧɚ�ɪɭɫɫɤɨɦ´�±�����PLOOLRQ�VXEVFULE-
HUV��<RX7XEH�±�����PLOOLRQ�VXEVFULEHUV��DQG�LW�RIIHUV�FXVWRPHUV�DQ�DSSOL-
FDWLRQ�IRU�PRELOH�GHYLFHV7. Taking into account the range of the RT and 
WKH�VL]H�RI�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�FKDQQHOV��LW�LV�QR�ORQJHU�SRVVLEOH�WR�FRQVLGHU�
WKH�57� DV� D� ³WUDGLWLRQDO´� WHOHYLVLRQ� WKDW� FDQ� EH� H[DPLQHG� LQ� LVRODWLRQ�
IURP� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ� RYHU� WKH� ,QWHUQHW��7KLV� FRQ¿UPV� WKH�&KDGZLFN¶V�
FODLP�WKDW�³ROG´�DQG�³QHZ´�PHGLD�DUH�LQWHUUHODWHG�

7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�UHVHDUFKHUV�GHVFULEHV�WKH�57�DV�WKH�.UHPOLQ¶V�SUR-
SDJDQGD�RXWOHW��1HOVRQ��2UWWXQJ��/LYVKHQ��������S�����<DEORNRY��������
S��������EDVHG�RQ�WKH�DQDO\VLV�RI�PHGLD�FRQWHQW��$�FRPSDUDWLYH�VWXG\�RQ�

7 57�RQ�)DFHERRN��KWWSV���ZZZ�IDFHERRN�FRP�57QHZV���KWWSV���ZZZ�IDFHERRN�
FRP�57$PHULFD��� 57� RQ� 9NRQWDNWH�� KWWSV���YN�FRP�UWBUXVVLDQ�� 57� RQ� <RX7XEH��
KWWSV���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�XVHU�5XVVLD7RGD\�������������
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WKH�PHGLD�EURDGFDVW�RI�SURWHVWV� LQ�8NUDLQH�E\�%%&�:RUOG��$O�-D]HHUD�
English, CNN International and the RT shows that the RT strongly dif-
IHUV�LQ�WKHLU�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�IURP�RWKHU�PHGLD�E\�SUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�8NUDL-
QLDQ�VRFLHW\�PRELOL]DWLRQ�RI�����±�����DV�D�QDWLRQDOLVW�DQWL�6HPLWLF�DQG�
IDVFLVW�PRYHPHQW��5REHUWVRQ�&KLURLX��&HGHU��������S�������0RUH�RIWHQ�
than other stations, the RT emphasized violence and used suggestive 
SLFWXUHV��$� VLPLODU�PHVVDJH� DERXW� WKH� FRQÀLFW� LQ�8NUDLQH�SUHYDLOHG� LQ�
WKH�FRQWHQW�GLVVHPLQDWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�57�RYHU�WKH�,QWHUQHW��6XEVHTXHQW�
HYHQWV��DQQH[DWLRQ�RI�&ULPHD�DQG�DUPHG�FRQÀLFW�LQ�WKH�HDVW�RI�8NUDLQH��
ZHUH�EURDGFDVW�E\�WKH�57�LQ�GLJLWDO�VSDFH�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�SROLF\�
RI� 5XVVLD�� ([DPSOHV� DUH�PDQ\�� IURP� JHQHUDO� FULWLFLVP� RI� QHZ� EURDG-
FDVW� E\�ZHVWHUQ�PHGLD� DQG�XQGHUPLQLQJ� WKHLU� FUHGLELOLW\� WR�PRUH� VSH-
FL¿F�PHDVXUHV��VXFK�DV�EOXUULQJ�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��H�J��LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�
shutdown of MH17 aircraft) (Widholm, 2016, p. 119). The promotion of 
QRQ�NQRZOHGJH, according to some researchers, is one of the elements of 
the information warfare. The alternative narration is designed to replace 
ZHVWHUQ� FULWLFLVP�RI� WKH�5XVVLD¶V� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�ZLWK� VWUDWHJLF� QDUUD-
WLRQ�EDVHG�RQ�DQ�LQYHUWHG�ORJLF�ZKLFK�ZDV�PXFK�PRUH�IDYRUDEOH�IRU�WKH�
Kremlin (Widholm, 2016, p. 119). Not only does the RT promote the 
5XVVLDQ�VWDWH� LGHRORJ\�� LW�DOVR� IXHOV�VNHSWLFLVP�DQG�XQGHUPLQHV�SXEOLF�
FRQ¿GHQFH��ZKLFK�H[WHQGV�EH\RQG�WKH�FODVVLF�SURSDJDQGD��7KH�57�QDU-
UDWLRQ� FDQ�EH� FDSWXUHG�E\� VXPPDUL]LQJ�¿IWHHQ�PRVW� SRSXODU�57�QHZV�
PDUNHG� ³8NUDLQH´� WKDW� ZHUH� SXEOLFL]HG� RQ� <RX7XEH� GXULQJ� WKH� SUR-
WHVWV�LQ�8NUDLQH�DQG�WKH�LQLWLDO�SKDVH�RI�WKH�DUPHG�FRQÀLFW�LQ�WKH�HDVW�RI�
Ukraine.

7DEOH��
Headlines of most popular RT news on YouTube (2013–2014)

Date Page views Title (original)
1 2 3

25.01.2014 3216 thousand Violent video: Ukraine rioters brutally beat police, storm 
local admin building

22.01.2014 1168 thousand 9LGHR��8NUDLQH�SROLFH�¿OPHG�EHDWLQJ�ULRWHUV�DV�YLROHQFH�
escalates in Kiev

26.08.2014 1065 thousand In search of peace: Putin & Poroshenko shake hands at 
key Ukraine talks

22.01.2014 1046 thousand &RSV�RQ�¿UH�DV�0RORWRY�FRFNWDLOV�ÀDUH��ÀDVK�DQG�EDQJ�
over Kiev
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1 2 3
23.05.2014 1012 thousand 'UDPDWLF�IRRWDJH��,QVLGHU�YLGHR�VKRZV�8NUDLQH�KHOLFRS-

WHUV�¿ULQJ�DW�RZQ�WURRSV
05.09.2014 951 thousand 'HDGO\�7KXQGHU��([FOXVLYH�FORVH�XS�WKLV�RI�KDLO�PLVVLOH�

ODXQFKHU�LQ�DFWLRQ��8NUDLQH������������
17.07.2014 936 thousand RAW: Moment of MH17 Malaysia Airlines plane crash in 

Ukraine caught on camera
03.05.2014 847 thousand South-East Ukraine: Crisis Diary (Unique Documentary 

6KRW�E\�2UGLQDU\�3HRSOH�
22.07.2014 767 thousand *5$3+,&��8NUDLQH�WDQN�VPDVKHG��FUHZ�NLOOHG�E\�UHEHOV�

in Donetsk outskirts
10.05.2014 567 thousand Fast & Furious in Ukraine: APCs speed up, ram bar-

ricades
30.05.2014 562 thousand Ukraine’s ‘Road of Death’: GRAPHIC aftermath of Do-

QHWVN�DLUSRUW�DSSURDFK�JXQ¿JKW
20.02.2014 546 thousand Graphic Kiev footage: Bloodshed, death & tears as 

Ukraine caught in chaos
19.05.2014 497 thousand Video: Russian troops re-deploy to base after Ukraine 

border drills
12.07.2014 446 thousand 5$:��0DVVLYH�H[SORVLRQ�GHVWUR\V�5RDG�%ULGJH�SDUDO\]-

LQJ�WUDI¿F�LQ�(DVWHUQ�8NUDLQH
06.07.2014 368 thousand 8QFXW�&KURQLFOHV��8NUDLQH��-XQH�������5DZ�9LGHR�7LPH-

OLQH�

Source:�2ZQ�PDWHULDOV�EDVHG�RQ�57�<RX7XEH�DUFKLYH�

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�WDEOH��WKH�57�QHZV�LV�IXOO�RI�YLROHQFH�DQG�EUXWDOLW\�DV�
regards issues discussed, and the same applies to images presented. The 
XVH�RI�VXFK�WHUPV�DV�³EUXWDO�YLGHR´�³VODXJKWHU��GHDWK�DQG�WHDUV�´�³PLOLWLD�
RQ�¿UH´�RU�³ULRWHUV´�LQVWHDG�RI�QHXWUDO�³SURWHVWHUV´�LV�WR�IXHO�WKH�DWPR-
VSKHUH�RI�FRQÀLFW��ZKLFK�FRUUHVSRQGV�ZLWK�FRQFOXVLRQV�RI�WKH�VWXGLHV�RQ�
WKH�QDUUDWLRQ�XVHG�E\�WKH�57�UHJDUGLQJ�(XURPDLGDQ��6HFRQGO\��KHDGOLQHV�
represent the Ukrainian side in negative light and the recipient learns 
GHWDLOV�UHJDUGLQJ�³8NUDLQLDQ�KHOLFRSWHUV�VKRRWLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�WURRSV�´�³GH-
PROLVKLQJ�RI�D�8NUDLQLDQ�WDQN�E\�UHEHOV´�RU�³SDUDO\VLV�RI�WUDI¿F�LQ�WKH�
HDVWHUQ�8NUDLQH´�DIWHU� D�EULGJH�ZDV�GHWRQDWHG��9LGHR� IRRWDJH� WKDW�KDV�
EHHQ� WKH�PRVW�SRSXODU� �QXPEHU�RI�YLHZV�� LQFOXGHV� UDZ�PDWHULDOV�ZLWK�
controversial images, such as the shutdown of the MH17 plane of the 
Malaysia Airlines.

Suggestive images, alternative narration and the undermining of con-
¿GHQFH�WR�WKH�RSSRQHQW�DUH�HOHPHQWV�RI�SURSDJDQGD��XQGHUVWRRG�DV�³LQ-
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ÀXHQFLQJ�SHRSOH�WR�DGRSW�EHOLHIV�DQG�DWWLWXGHV�WKDW�FRUUHVSRQG�WR�WKRVH�
RI�WKH�SURSDJDQGLVW´��-RZHWW��2¶'RQQHOO��������SS���±����$FFRUGLQJ�WR�
H[LVWLQJ�DQDO\VLV�RI�57�QHZV�DQG�WKH�PRVW�SRSXODU�YLGHR�RQ�<RX7XEH��
ZH�PD\�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�WKH�57�±�EHLQJ�D�PHGLD�¿QDQFHG�E\�WKH�.UHPOLQ�
±�¿WV�LQWR�WKH�5XVVLDQ�QDUUDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�FRQÀLFW�LQ�8NUDLQH�DQG�PHHWV�
FRQGLWLRQV�RI�SURSDJDQGD�EURDGFDVW��7KH�57��ZKLFK�EURDGFDVWV�LQ�VHYHUDO�
ODQJXDJHV��IRFXVHV�RQ�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DXGLHQFH�DQG�GLYHUVL¿HV�WKH�XVH�
RI�WKH�FRQWHQW��QRW�RQO\�E\�VDWHOOLWH�RU�FDEOH�79��EXW�DOVR�RQ�WKH�,QWHUQHW�
±�RQ�ZHEVLWH��WKURXJK�DSSOLFDWLRQ�DQG�VRFLDO�PHGLD���7KH�57�LV�QRW�WKH�
RQO\�PHGLXP�ZKLFK�GXULQJ�WKH�5XVVLDQ�8NUDLQLDQ�FRQÀLFW�LV�XVHG�E\�WKH�
Kremlin as a tool of the information warfare. It is worth noting that me-
GLD�FRQWUROOHG�E\�WKH�5XVVLDQ�JRYHUQPHQW�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�PRUH�WKDQ�����PLO-
OLRQ�HXUR�IURP�WKH�EXGJHW�LQ�������L�H��DERXW�����PLOOLRQ�HXUR�PRUH�WKDQ�
in 2018, of which the largest part is channeled to the RT (according to 
GUDIW�EXGJHW��WKH�WHOHYLVLRQ�VWDWLRQ�LV�JRLQJ�WR�UHFHLYH�����PLOOLRQ�HXUR��8

7KH�57�LV�MXVW�RQH�H[DPSOH�RI�KRZ�GLJLWDO�PHGLD�FDQ�EH�XVHG�DV�D�WRRO�
RI�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDUIDUH��,W�KDV�EHHQ�LQGLFDWHG�WKDW�WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�
strategies used to disintegrate Ukraine in the national Russian media fo-
FXVHG�RQ�XQGHUHVWLPDWLQJ��VFRI¿QJ�DQG�GHKXPDQL]LQJ9�HYHQWV��H[DPSOHV�
RI�ZKLFK� FDQ� EH� IRXQG� LQ� WKH� VDLG�57� KHDGOLQHV��$IWHU� QDUURZLQJ� WKH�
VHDUFK� FULWHULD� WR�8NUDLQH�� WKH� GDWDEDVH� RI� WKH� ³(8� YV�'LVLQIR´� 3URM-
HFW�FRQWDLQV������HQWULHV�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�5XVVLDQ�PDQLSXODWLRQ�LQ�
the media.10�7KH�PDLQ� VRXUFHV� LQFOXGH� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�EUDQFKHV�RI�6SXW-
QLN��&KDQQHO�5RVVL\D���ZKLFK�SXEOLFL]HV�LQ�<RX7XEH�VXFK�SURJUDPV�DV�
60 minutes, Channel One, which includes Time (ȼɪɟɦɹ) and others. We 
VKRXOG�DOVR�FORVHO\�H[DPLQH�PHGLD�DQG�QHZV�DJHQFLHV�RSHUDWLQJ�LQ�WKH�
digital space, such as Sputnik, RIA Novosti and TASS. So far, Ukraine 
has failed to create a strong and systematic alternative counteracting the 
Russian propaganda and promoting its own narration. A counterweight 
WR�WKH�DERYH��WKH�8NUDLQH�7RGD\�FKDQQHO�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ������ZLWK�
WKH� DLP� WR� ³FRXQWHUDFW� WKH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� ZDUIDUH� IRXJKW� LQ� 8NUDLQH� E\�
WKH� 5XVVLDQ� SURSDJDQGD� PHGLD� DIWHU� WKH� LQYDVLRQ´� �English-language 

8 )LJXUH�RI� WKH�ZHHN������ELOOLRQ��KWWSV���HXYVGLVLQIR�HX�¿JXUH�RI�WKH�ZHHN�����
ELOOLRQ��������������

9 ³(8�YV�'LVLQIR´�� KWWSV���HXYVGLVLQIR�HX�GHQLJUDWLQJ�XNUDLQH�ZLWK�GLVLQIRUPDW� 
LRQ��� ������������7KH� ³(8� YV�'LVLQIR´� SURMHFW� LV� D� SDUW� RI� WKH� (XURSHDQ�([WHUQDO�
$FWLRQ�6HUYLFH¶V�(DVW�6WUDW&RP�7DVN�)RUFH�

10 ³(8�YV�'LVLQIR´��KWWSV���HXYVGLVLQIR�HX�GLVLQIRUPDWLRQ�FDVHV��������������
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QHZV���) It was, however, closed in 2016 in connection with the changes 
on the media market.

5HVLVWDQFH�WR�WKH�5XVVLDQ�SURSDJDQGD�LV�DOVR�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�0XO-
WLPHGLD�3ODWIRUP�RI�8NUDLQH��HVWDEOLVKHG�E\� WKH�8NUDLQLDQ�0LQLVWU\�RI�
,QIRUPDWLRQ� LQ�2FWREHU� ������ EDVHG� RQ� WKH� QDWLRQDO� UDGLR� DQG� WHOHYL-
sion channel of Bank Television and information agency of Ukrinform 
(Ɇɭɥɶɬɢɦɟɞɿɣɧɚ�ɩɥɚɬɮɨɪɦɚ���). The main goal of the platform, which 
LQFOXGHV� 8$79� &KDQQHO� �DYDLODEOH� LQ� �� ODQJXDJHV�� (QJOLVK�� $UDELF��
Crimean, Russian, and Ukrainian) and Ukrinform is to provide complete 
DQG� WUXH� LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�HYHQWV� LQ�8NUDLQH��&XUUHQWO\��8NULQIRUP�LV�
RQH�RI�PDMRU�VRXUFHV�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�8NUDLQH�LQ�WKH�,QWHUQHW��(DFK�
GD\�� WKH�ZHEVLWH� SXEOLVKHV� RYHU� ���� QHZV� DQG� UHSRUWV� LQ� VHYHUDO� ODQ-
JXDJHV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR� WKH�DERYH�PHQWLRQHG�ODQJXDJHV�� LW� LV�DOVR�DYDLO-
DEOH�LQ�&KLQHVH��)UHQFK�DQG�*HUPDQ��DQG�RULJLQDO�SLFWXUHV�FDQ�EH�XVHG�
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�FRQGLWLRQV�ODLG�GRZQ�E\�WKH�$JHQF\��ɉɪɨ�ɧɚɫ). In response 
to current information challenges, Ukrinform has correspondents in all 
regions of Ukraine, in Belgium, France, the Netherlands, Canada, Mol-
dova, Germany, Poland, Russia, and in the US.

Social media

7KH� 57� DQG� VLPLODU� EURDGFDVWHUV� DWWUDFW� IROORZHUV� LQ� VRFLDO� PHGLD�
DV�ZHOO�� VLQFH� WKH\�RIIHU� ,QWHUQHW�XVHUV� WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�SRVWLQJ�FRP-
ments and likes. Social Media�PHDQV�ZHE�EDVHG�DSSOLFDWLRQV�GHYHORSHG�
DURXQG�LGHDV�DQG�:HE�����WHFKQRORJLHV�WKDW�HQDEOH�WR�H[FKDQJH�FRQWHQW�
JHQHUDWHG� E\� XVHUV�� FROODERUDWLYH� SURMHFWV� �H�J��:LNLSHGLD��� EORJV� DQG�
PLFUREORJV��H�J��7ZLWWHU���VRFLDO�QHWZRUN�VLWHV�VXFK�DV�)DFHERRN�RU�5XV-
sian Vkontakte (Kaplan, Haenlein, 2010, p. 6161 ). In general, social 
media�DUH�WUHDWHG�DV�D�IRUP�RI�LQWHUDFWLYH�GLJLWDO�PHGLD�WKDW�DUH�DYDLODEOH�
online, provide their users an opportunity to create and share content. 
$OWKRXJK� WKH� WUDGLWLRQDO�79� VWLOO� SUHYDLOV� LQ� ERWK� FRXQWULHV� FRQFHUQHG�
(0HGLD�2ZQHUVKLS�0RQLWRU���; Media Landscapes: Russia), social media 
have largely grown in popularity in the past decade. Currently. the most 
popular social media� LQ�8NUDLQH� DUH� )DFHERRN� �PRUH� WKDQ� ���PLOOLRQ�
users) (Facebook users in Ukraine) and Instagram (over 9 million). The 
5XVVLDQ�9NRQWDNWH�ORVW�8NUDLQLDQ�XVHUV��IURP�DERXW�����WR�DERXW�����
EHWZHHQ� -DQXDU\� ����� DQG� -DQXDU\� ������ VLQFH�5XVVLDQ�ZHEVLWHV�� LQ-
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FOXGLQJ�9NRQWDNWH��ZHUH�EORFNHG�LQ�8NUDLQH�LQ������11 In Russia, Vkon-
WDNWH�LV�WKH�PRVW�SRSXODU�����PLOOLRQ�XVHUV���IROORZHG�E\�2GQRNODVVQLNL�
����PLOOLRQ���,QVWDJUDP�����PLOOLRQ��DQG�)DFHERRN�����PLOOLRQ���Social 
PHGLD�PDUNHWLQJ���).

,W� KDV� EHHQ� NQRZQ� WKDW� WKH� LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDUIDUH� LV� IRXJKW� E\� VWDWH�
DFWRUV�LQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD�DV�ZHOO��6RFLDO�PHGLD�PHDVXUHV�LQFOXGH�IDNH�ZHE�
SDJHV��EORJV��DUWLFOHV��SRVWV��WUROOLQJ��VSDPPLQJ��JHQHUDWLRQ�DQG�GLVVHPL-
nation of memes, hashtags, massive reporting to administrators that page 
content does not conform with the point of view of the user, gossiping, 
SKLVKLQJ�XVLQJ�IDOVH�SUR¿OHV��LQIRUPDWLRQ�QRLVH�DURXQG�D�SDUWLFXODU�WRSLF�
WR�GLYHUW�DWWHQWLRQ�IURP�LPSRUWDQW�HYHQWV�DQG�D�QXPEHU�RI�RWKHU�PDQLSX-
ODWLYH�DFWLYLWLHV��1$72������D��S�������1$72������E��SS����±�����'XU-
LQJ�WKH�'RQEDVV�ZDU��5XVVLDQV�GLVVHPLQDWHG�SKRWRJUDSKV�RI�8NUDLQLDQ�
soldiers and civilians to intimidate and create a negative image of the 
8NUDLQLDQ�DUP\��H[DJJHUDWHG�WHQVLRQV�DQG�FRQÀLFWV�LQ�WKH�H[WHUQDO�SROLF\�
DQG�HYHQ�IDEULFDWHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ��H�J��³GRFWRU�IURP�2GHVVD´�±�IDOVH�GRF-
WRU�,JRU�5R]RYVN\�ZKR�GHVFULEHG�RQ�)DFHERRN�LQKXPDQH�DFWV�E\�8NUDL-
QLDQV�� �*UDERZVNL��������SS����±�����7KH�³'RFWRU�5R]RYVN\´�SRVW� LQ�
5XVVLDQ� ODQJXDJH�RQ�)DFHERRN�DSSHDOHG� WR�UHDGHUV¶�HPRWLRQV�DQG�KLV-
torical sentimental feelings (e.g. “in my city such things did not have 
SODFH�HYHQ�GXULQJ�WKH�ZRUVW�SHULRG�RI�WKH�1D]L�RFFXSDWLRQ´���,W�ZDV�PDGH�
DYDLODEOH� RYHU� ¿YH� WKRXVDQG� WLPHV� DQG� FDXVHG� D� KHDWHG� GLVFXVVLRQ� RQ�
Vkontakte (,QVLGH�3XWLQ¶V�&DPSDLJQ���). The activity of Russian trolls 
DQG�5XVVLDQ�GLVLQIRUPDWLRQ�KDYH�EHFRPH�VR�LPSRUWDQW�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�
8NUDLQH�WKDW�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ�ODXQFKHG�WKH�³(8�YV�'LVLQIR´�3URMHFW�
�PDMRULW\�RI� WDPSHUHG�FRQWHQW� LQ� WKH�GDWDEDVH� LV�VSUHDG� WKURXJK�VRFLDO�
PHGLD��DQG�1$72�GHYHORSHG�D�FODVVL¿FDWLRQ�RI�5XVVLDQ�WUROOV�VXSSRUWHG�
E\�PDQ\�H[DPSOHV��³(8�YV�'LVLQIR´��1$72�6WUDWHJLF�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�
&HQWUH�RI�([FHOOHQFH��,QWHUQHW�����SS����±�����

In relation to the ongoing information warfare, the engagement of 
FLWL]HQV� LQ� WKH� 5XVVLD�8NUDLQH� FRQÀLFW� WKURXJK� WKHLU� DFWLYLW\� LQ� social 
media�� VXFK�DV�)DFHERRN��9NRQWDNWH��7ZLWWHU�HWF���VHHPV�WR�EH�SDUWLFX-
ODUO\�LPSRUWDQW��7KH�DFWLYLW\�FDQ�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�DV�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�RSSRVH�
criminal propaganda of the Kremlin. Ukrainian activists see social media 

11 $OWKRXJK�9NRQWDNWH�KDV�EHHQ�EORFNHG�E\�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�RI�WKH�3UHVLGHQW�3HWUR�
3RURVKHQNR�LQ�0D\�������WKHUH�DUH�ZD\V�WR�E\SDVV�WKH�EORFN�YLD�WKH�9LUWXDO�3ULYDWH�
1HWZRUN� �931��� KWWSV���ZZZ�HFRQRPLVW�FRP�HXURSH������������XNUDLQH�EDQV�LWV�
WRS�VRFLDO�QHWZRUNV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�UXVVLDQ�������������
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PDLQO\�DV�WKH�³WHFKQRORJ\�RI�IUHHGRP´�WKDW�FDQ�EH�XVHG�IRU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
SXUSRVHV��PRELOL]DWLRQ�DQG�QHWZRUNLQJ��3RVSLHV]QD��*DOXV��������S�������
7KH�UROH�RI�FLWL]HQV�LV�LOOXVWUDWHG�E\�WKHLU�XVH�RI�KDVKWDJV��(XURPDLGDQ�
(Ukr. �ȯɜɪɨɦɚɣɞɚɧ, Rus. �ȿɜɪɨɦɚɣɞɚɧ) during the Maidan riots, and 
WKH� HVWDEOLVKLQJ� RI� SRSXODU� SDJHV� RQ� )DFHERRN�ȯɜɪɨɦɚɣɞɚɧ� 626 and 
Euromaidan Press, which disseminated organizational information, legal 
support, medical aid, and current news.12�&LYLO�MRXUQDOLVWV�ZKR�SXEOLFL]HG�
results of their investigations on the Internet caused heated discussions 
RQ�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DUHQD��7KH\�SXEOLVKHG�SLFWXUHV�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�
the presence of Russian military equipment and soldiers in Ukraine using 
RQOLQH� WRROV�DQG�UHVRXUFHV��6LPLODU� LQLWLDWLYHV� LQFOXGH�� IRU�H[DPSOH�� WKH�
IDPRXV�UHSRUW�E\�1*2�%HOOLQJFDW�GHYHORSHG�LQ�FRRSHUDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�$W-
lantic Council, entitled +LGLQJ�LQ�SODLQ�VLJKW��3XWLQ¶V�ZDU�LQ�8NUDLQH. The 
UHSRUW�KDV�LQVSLUHG�D�SRSXODU�GRFXPHQWDU\�DYDLODEOH�RQ�<RX7XEH�9,&(�
6HO¿H�6ROGLHUV (2 million page views) in which a journalist Simon Ostro-
vsky follows one of Russian soldiers using VRFLDO�PHGLD�13´

Another important civic initiative, which also makes use of oppor-
WXQLWLHV�RIIHUHG�E\�VRFLDO�PHGLD��LV�6WRS)DNH�RUJ��ZKLFK�LV�D�SODWIRUP�WR�
H[SRVH�IDNH�QHZV�DQG�IDOVH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�8NUDLQH�FUHDWHG�PDLQO\�E\�
Russian sources.14�7KLV�IDFW�FKHFNLQJ�SURMHFW��FUHDWHG�LQ������E\�WHDFK-
ers and students of journalism at the National University of Kyiv-Mohy-
OD�$FDGHP\�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�FXUUHQW�SUREOHPV�IDFHG�E\�8NUDLQH�15 Cur-
UHQWO\��6WRS)DNH�RUJ�LV�DYDLODEOH�LQ����ODQJXDJHV��LQFOXGLQJ�3ROLVK��DQG�
effectively uses the support of foreign donors (including Polish Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs as part of public diplomacy competition).16 The com-
PXQLW\�RI�6WRS)DNH�RUJ�XVHV�)DFHERRN����� WKRXVDQG�IROORZHUV���7ZLW-
WHU� ������ WKRXVDQG� IROORZHUV���<RX7XEH� ������ WKRXVDQG� VXEVFULSWLRQV���
9NRQWDNWH�����WKRXVDQG�IROORZHUV���566�������WKRXVDQG�VXEVFULSWLRQV��17 
DV�ZHOO� DV�)DFHERRN�JURXSV� IRU� SHRSOH� LQYROYHG� LQ� IDFW� FKHFNLQJ�� L�H��
YHUL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�DFFXUDF\�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ��.H\�DUHDV�RI�6WRS)DNH�RUJ�

12 6LWH��ȯɜɪɨɦɚɣɞɚɧ�626�QD�)DFHERRNX�KWWSV���ZZZ�IDFHERRN�FRP�(YURPDLGDQ 
SOS/, 29.09.2019.

13 6HO¿H� 6ROGLHUV�� 5XVVLD� &KHFNV� LQ� WR� 8NUDLQH�� KWWSV���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�
ZDWFK"Y �]VV,)1�PVR�������������

14 StopFake.org, https://www.stopfake.org/en/main/, 30.09.2019.
15 StopFake.org, KWWSV���ZZZ�VWRSIDNH�RUJ�HQ�DERXW�XV�� 30.09.2019.
16 StopFake.org, $QQXDO�5HSRUW������������.LHY��EGZ��S����
17 7KH�FXUUHQW�GDWD��6HSWHPEHU�������IURP�6WRS)DNH�RUJ�SUR¿OHV�LQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD�
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LQFOXGH� LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�H[SRVXUH�RI� IDNH�QHZV�DERXW�8NUDLQH�� VHPL-
nars on how to prevent anti-democracy propaganda and disinformation 
and how to verify information, promote media literacy and research on 
media. “13 online tools that help you verify the authenticity of photo-
JUDSKV´�ZDV�WKH�PRVW�SRSXODU�DUWLFOH�LQ������18�8VHUV�FDQ�DOVR�H[SUHVV�
WKHLU�GRXEWV�DV�WR�WKH�DFFXUDF\�RI�QHZV�LQ�GLJLWDO�PHGLD�E\�XVLQJ�³UHSRUW�
IDNH�QHZV�´�0RVW�RIWHQ�QHZV�YHUL¿HG�DV�IDOVH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RULJLQDWH�IURP�
Sputnik, RT, Rossiya Segodnya, and RIA Novosti.

Figure 1. Example of a post on Facebook StopFake.org

Source:� 6WRS)DNH�RUJ� IDQSDJH� RQ� )DFHERRN�� SRVW� RI� ����������� KWWSV���ZZZ�IDFHERRN�
com/stopfakeukraine/, 30.09.2019.

18 StopFake.org, op. cit., p. 14, original version: https://www.stopfake.org/en/13-
online-tools-that-help-to-verify-the-authenticity-of-a-photo/, 01/10/2019.



42 Aleksandra Galus, Yuliia Nesteriak ĝ63���¶��

7KH� SRVW� RI� ³7KHUH� ZDV� QR� UHTXHVW� PDGH� WR� DFNQRZOHGJH� JLOW� E\�
8NUDLQH´�LV�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�DQ�DFWLRQ�RQ�)DFHERRN�WR�SURPRWH�DQ�DUWLFOH�
entitled “False: The Dutch Parliament calls for the acknowledgment of 
JXLOW�E\�8NUDLQH�GXH� WR� WKH�0+���VKXWGRZQ�´�DYDLODEOH�RQ�6WRS)DNH�
RUJ��(QWULHV�DERXW�IDOVH�QHZV�IURP�WKH�ZHE�SDJH�DUH�WUDQVODWHG�LQWR�RWKHU�
languages, and content appears also in the form of short (10-minute) 
YLGHRV�RQ�<RX7XEH��ZKLFK�ODWHU�DUH�PDGH�DYDLODEOH�RQ�RWKHU�6WRS)DNH�
RUJ�VRFLDO�PHGLD��$GGLWLRQDOO\��WKH\�SXEOLVK�PRQWKO\�<RXU�ULJKW�WR�NQRZ�
(Ɍɜɨɟ�ɩɪɚɜɨ�ɡɧɚɬɶ��ZKLFK�LV�DYDLODEOH�LQ�SULQWHG�DQG�HOHFWURQLF�IRUPV�19 
0DWHULDOV�DERXW�IDOVH�QHZV�DUH�WUDQVODWHG�LQWR�RWKHU�ODQJXDJHV��DQG�WKH�
FRQWHQW� DSSHDUV� DOVR� LQ� WKH� IRUP�ZHHNO\� HSLVRGHV�RQ�<RX7XEH��ZKLFK�
ODWHU�DUH�PDGH�DYDLODEOH�RQ�RWKHU�6WRS)DNH�RUJ�VRFLDO�PHGLD�

6WRS)DNH�LV�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�XVH�RI�social media�E\�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�
of the civil society in Ukraine who, through digital media, try to counter-
act propaganda, disinformation and IDNH�QHZV�DERXW�8NUDLQH��6WRS)DNH�
is also involved in education (seminars, education materials). An initia-
tive of this type creates an opportunity to attract attention of a wider 
DXGLHQFH�WR�WKH�SUREOHP�RI�5XVVLDQ�LQÀXHQFH�LQ�WKH�GLJLWDO�VSDFH�DQG�WKH�
TXHVWLRQ�RI� WKH�RQJRLQJ� LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDUIDUH�� IRU� H[DPSOH� LQ�SUHVV�DU-
WLFOHV�DERXW�RU�LQYROYLQJ�6WRS)DNH�RUJ�LQ�&11�,QWHUQDWLRQDO��1HZ�<RUN�
7LPHV�� 3ROLWLFR��:DVKLQJWRQ� 3RVW�� 5DGLR� 6YRERGD�� /HV� 2EVHUYDWHXUV��
Radio Praha, Radio Poland, TVN24 and other.20 According to Yevhen 
)HGFKHQNR��RQH�RI�6WRS)DNH�RUJ�IRXQGHUV�DQG�HGLWRU�LQ�FKLHI��WKH�SURE-
OHP� RI�PDQLSXODWHG� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DQG� WKH� WKUHDW� SRVHG� E\� 5XVVLD� KDYH�
VWDUWHG�WR�EH�GLVFXVVHG�RQO\�DIWHU�WKH�UHFHQW�SUHVLGHQWLDO�HOHFWLRQV�LQ�WKH�
86$�DQG�WKH�VFDQGDO�RI�&DPEULGJH�$QDO\WLFD��ZKLOH�8NUDLQH�KDV�EHHQ�
facing similar challenges since at least 2014.21 The StopFake.org initia-
WLYH�FDQ�EH�UHJDUGHG�DV�XQLYHUVDO�±�H[WHQGLQJ�EH\RQG�WKH�5XVVLD�8NUDLQH�
FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDUIDUH�±�VLQFH�LW�KDV�EHHQ�GLVVHPLQDWLQJ�LQ-
IRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�PHFKDQLVPV�XVHG�WR�PDQLSXODWH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��SURYLGLQJ�
readers with tools to verify information and using social media.

Although Ukrainian civil society initiatives, which use social media 
WR�FRXQWHUDFW�5XVVLDQ�SURSDJDQGD��KDYH�EHHQ�JURZLQJ�LQ�SRSXODULW\�DQG�
reaching increasingly diverse audiences (in different countries), they 
FDQQRW�PDWFK�WKH�VFDOH�RI�DFWLYLWLHV�LPSOHPHQWHG�E\�5XVVLD�ZLWK�PXFK�

19 StopFake.org, https://www.stopfake.org/ru/tvoe-pravo-znat-24/, 01.10.2019.
20 StopFake.org, op. cit., pp. 16-17.
21 Interview with Yevhen Fedchenko, Kiev, 26.01.2019.
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ODUJHU�UHVRXUFHV�HQJDJHG��7KH�PHUH�IDFW�WKDW�VXFK�ERWWRP�XS�LQLWLDWLYHV�
H[LVW�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�WKH�PRGHUQ�VSHFWUXP�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDUIDUH�H[WHQGV�
EH\RQG�LQVWLWXWLRQDOL]HG�HIIRUW�PDGH�E\�VWDWH�DFWRUV��DOWKRXJK�REYLRXVO\�
WKH\�VWLOO�SOD\�D�NH\�UROH��2Q�WKH�EDVLV�RI�DUJXPHQWV�VHW�RXW�LQ�WKH�$UWLFOH�
we may consider that we have proved the hypothesis which assumes that 
GLJLWDO�PHGLD�DUH�XVHG�E\�ERWK�SROLWLFDO�GHFLVLRQ�PDNHUV�DV�DQ�HOHPHQW�RI�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDUIDUH�DQG�FLWL]HQV�ZKR�WKURXJK�WKHLU�DFWLYLW\�±�HVSHFLDOO\�
LQ�WKH�DUHD�RI�VRFLDO�PHGLD�±�WDNH�SDUW�LQ�WKH�5XVVLDQ�8NUDLQLDQ�FRQÀLFW�

Summary

&XUUHQWO\�� WKH�¿JKW� IRU�KXPDQ�PLQGV�JRHV�EH\RQG�VWUDWHJLF�DFWLRQV�
and national narration, including daily news in the press, radio, and tele-
vision presented in the Internet. Immense volume of information is also 
SXEOLFL]HG�LQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD�ZHUH�FRQWHQW�LV�JHQHUDWHG�QRW�RQO\�E\�WKH�PH-
GLD�DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQV�EXW�DOVR��RU�SULPDULO\��E\�RUGLQDU\�XVHUV��'LJLWDO�PH-
dia are conducive to information chaos and they are used as channels for 
SURSDJDQGD�DQG�GLVLQIRUPDWLRQ�FDPSDLJQV��7KH�H[DPSOH�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
ZDUIDUH�DQG�EURDG�XVH�RI�GLJLWDO�PHGLD�LV�WKH�RQJRLQJ�5XVVLDQ�8NUDLQLDQ�
FRQÀLFW��([WHQVLYH�DFWLRQV�VHW�DJDLQVW�8NUDLQH�E\�5XVVLDQ�SURSDJDQGD�
KDYH�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�DFNQRZOHGJHG�E\�UHVHDUFKHUV�DQG�H[SHUWV�IURP�RXW-
VLGH�WKH�ZRUOG�RI�VFLHQFH��7KLV�DUWLFOH�EURDGHQV�WKH�FXUUHQW�GHEDWH�RQ�WKH�
FULVLV�LQ�8NUDLQH�E\�KLJKOLJKWLQJ�WKH�UROH�RI�GLJLWDO�PHGLD�DQG�GUDZLQJ�
attention to the fact that although Russia is a dominating party in the of-
IHQVLYH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDUIDUH��WKH�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�ZDUIDUH�VKRXOG�EH�PDGH�
QRW� RQO\� E\�8NUDLQH� DV� D� VWDWH� EXW� DOVR� WR� VRPH� H[WHQW� E\�8NUDLQLDQ�
FLWL]HQV��:H�VKRXOG�UHPHPEHU��KRZHYHU��WKDW�WR�WDFNOH�WKH�5XVVLDQ�SUR-
SDJDQGD�HI¿FLHQWO\��FLWL]HQV�QHHG�WR�GHYHORS�D�KLJK�OHYHO�RI�DZDUHQHVV�
and skills in using media.
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