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Editor’s Foreword

As regards the identification of the early forms of Europe’s long-distance ro-
utes, the area lying between the Baltic and Black seas can be said to be one of
relative neglect. Specifically, little research has been devoted to the development
stages of the area’s socio-cultural map, i.e. to neighbourly forays, itineraries, ro-
utes (of varied continuity, range and transport technique), stable segments of roads
leading to water crossings, networks of fords and the communication channels run-
ning along watersheds. The foremost issue, at present one of great difficulty with
respect to a study embracing the whole region in question, is the cultural context
of these innovations and the related mechanisms that saw their creation in regard
to the socio-economic basis and ritual-epistemological nature of ancient peoples in
these regions.

The study by Marija Gimbutas [Gimbutas 1965] of ‘amber routes’, joining the
west and east of Europe, may be considered the first attempt to tackle the issue of
the region’s early communication channels and was accordingly referred to in the
analyses of the distribution of stone ‘fluted maces’, regarded as hypothetical mar-
kers of Baltic-Pontic routes [Kosko 2001; 2002]. Generally, this conceptual leaven
can be said to have provided broader intellectual stimuli for the international aca-
demic community of ‘Archaeology Bimaris’. The turning point in the nascent study
of ancient routes has been thus given a clear framework: an inter-university and
interdisciplinary discussion (see the Poznafi-Obrzycko symposium Routes Between
the Seas: Baltic-Bug-Boh (Southern Bug)-Pont held in October 2008).

The papers included in this volume are a partial record of the discussion. The
intentional selectiveness here is seen therefore in the conscious limitation of the
scope of papers (‘piecemeal’ treatment of linguistic or ethnological and anthropo-
logical analyses). Moreover, there is a special focus on one of the inter-regional
routes, namely the Baltic-Bug-Boh (Southern Bug)-Pont, or more specifically, its
early evidence (generally speaking, prior to — widely known to the academia — its
use in the times of Goth migrations).



Editorial comment

1. All dates in the B-PS are calibrated [BC; see: Radiocarbon vol. 28, 1986, and
the next volumes]. Deviations from this rule will be point out in notes [bc].

2. The names of the archaelogical cultures and sites are standarized to the English
literature on the subject (e.g. M. Gimbutas, J. P. Mallory). In the case of a new
term, the author’s original name has been retained.

3. The spelling of names of localities having the rank of administrative centres
follows official, state, English language cartographic publications (e.g. Ukraine,
scale 1 : 2 000 000, Kiev: Mapa LTD, edition of 1996; Respublika BELARUS’,
REVIEW-TOPOGRAPHIC MAP, scale 1:1 000 000, Minsk: BYELORUSSIAN
CARTOGRAPHIC AN GEODETIC ENTERPISE, edition 1993).

4. As far as names of administrative units in Polish, Ukrainian, Belarusian and
English are concerned, a convention has been adopted that wojewddztwo =
oblast = region and powiat = raion = district.
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GREEK CHOROGRAPHY OF LAND ROUTES
IN NORTH-WESTERN PONTIC AREA

As can be gathered from the title, the major purpose of this paper is to acquaint
the reader with the way ancient Greeks viewed the world known to them, the
knowledge of geography they had and representations they shared of adjacent lands,
in particular, areas on the northern coast of the Black Sea. Already since the times
of Hecataeus of Miletus (latter half of the 6th century BC) the Earth had been
believed to be round and flat, surrounded by the ocean on all sides [Czarnowski
1956: 242], which influenced Greeks’ view of the world around them for a long time.
The literature on this subject has devoted much space to sea routes, owing to which
the inhabitants of the Peloponnesus could colonize or explore distant lands. The
present author would like, however, to focus on land routes joining the south of
ancient Europe to its northern portion. By the latter I shall mean northern Greece,
Macedonia and the western and northern coasts of the Black Sea.

The question of land space of the named countries represents only a fraction
of considerations related to mutual contacts between their inhabitants. Even the
earliest Greek written records, i.e. the lliad and Odyssey by Homer, do not refer
directly to the broadly meant Pontic area [Graham 1958: 25]. Slightly more infor-
mation on the geographical knowledge of ancient Greeks concerning the land space
of the Pontic Area is supplied by later records, which shall be discussed in detail
below.

Here, I would like to explain that this paper does not attempt to settle the
controversies surrounding Greek colonies on the Prepontide! and Pontus (dates of
foundation of some of them, questions of mythology or their history); instead, its
purpose is to recount how ancient Greeks viewed these areas and their inhabitants.

! Prepontide or Prepontis is today’s Sea of Marmara [Hammer 2005: 634].
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The geographical space of the northern frontier of Hellas can be divided into
(1) proximate (Macedonia and Thessaly, forming part of the circumpontic route and
mentioned in the lliad; see papers by J. Boltryk and W.W. Otroshchenko. . ., in this
volume) and (2) distant, Western and Northern Pontic of which certain information
can be found in 2.1. Herodotus’ History, 2.2. accounts prior to the 7th century BC
(e.g. the myth of the Argonauts and accounts by ancient authors from the 8th century
BC), 2.3. records of the period of Greek colonization from the 7th to 5th century BC.

1. GEOGRAPHY OF MACEDONIA AND THESSALY IN WORKS BY HOMER

Before I discuss the geography of areas on the Black Sea as viewed by Greeks,
I would like to take a closer look at lands lying closer to the Peloponnesus, namely
Thessaly and Macedonia, the latter being a country lying north of Thessaly which
only since the times of Herodotus had been called thus [Hammer 2005: 628]. Some
information on the country is included in Homer’s lliad where towards the end
of the second chapter the author gave a description of two catalogues of ships.
Owing to these descriptions we can learn about the tribes that took part in the
Trojan War, we can tell where these tribes lived and by what routes their countries
were connected and, above all, we can learn what ancient Greeks knew about their
immediate northern neighbours.

Now, the Achaean catalogue closes with two contingents of ships arriving from
distant parts of Thessaly inhabited by the Enienes, Peraebi and Magnetes. During
the Trojan War, the Enienes held the lands lying on both sides of the Zygos pass that
led from Thessaly to Dodona [Hammond 1972: 295]. The Peraebi were a warlike Pe-
lasgian tribe that settled the Thessalian regions of Hestiaeotis and Pelasgiotis [Ham-
mer 2005: 633], or the area of Perrhaebia, and controlled the important passage of
Volustan that joined Thessaly and Macedonia [Hammond 1972: 295]. The Magne-
tes, in turn, inhabited a region of Thessaly located south-east of the Peneius River
or a coastal belt running south from the Vale of Tempe? [Hammer 2005: 628]. Du-
ring the Trojan War, they occupied historical Magnesia where they had come from
the coastal areas of Pieria [Hammond 1972: 298], belonging to lower Macedonia.

Moving step by step towards Macedonia, we reach areas lying between Olympus-
Pieria and the Axius River?, which were supposedly no man’s land. Owing to Hera’s
journey towards Thrace, described by Homer [[liad 14.225-7], we learn that between

2 Passage of Tempe on the Pinios River [Hammond 1972: 298], today’s Greek Tempi, lying between Olympus in
the north and Ossa in the south.
% The main river of Macedonia, today’s Vardar [Hammer 2005: 613].
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Olympus and that country lay Ematia (a sandy place identified with the plains of
lower Macedonia) and owing to Strabo, in turn, we know that between Pieria and
Ematia there stretched Bottisea [Hammond 1972: 295-296], a country forming a di-
strict of Macedonia, lying on the right bank of the lower Axius [Hammer 2005: 616].

In the Trojan catalogue of ships [2.848], in turn, from the lands on the Axius
came the Paeonians (Greek aovag), who occupied north-western Macedonia, from
the Illyrian border as far as the Strymon River [Hammer 2005: 632]. In the Early
Bronze Age, they occupied the eastern portion of central Macedonia, later their
influence spread beyond the Axius, across the plain, as far as the River Lydias®, next
to Eordea, then to Linkus, and finally to Pelagonia [Hammond 1972: 298]. Following
the information given in the Iliad, we can learn that the westernmost regions allied
to Troy included Amydon (probably Vardaroftsa), areas on the Axius®, and Paconia
(a name that had been used to refer to central Macedonia since ca. 1200 BC). It
follows that Troy’s influence in Europe reached the Axius River and the region of
Pelagonia. Trojans conquered these lands already before the Trojan War [History
7, 20] and they had penetrated the Balkans through either the Tsangon pass or
along a route bypassing Lake Ohrid from the north, later known as Via Egnatia.
Other important places on the route joining the Ionian Sea (southern portion of
the Adriatic) to Asia Minor included crossings of the Axius and Strymon (today’s
Struma) rivers. The former was controlled by the Paeonians from Amydon, allies
of Troy, while the latter was commanded by a military colony established there by
Teukers [Hammond 1972: 296, 297] or Trojans so named after Teukros, the first
king of the Troad [Hammer 2005: 639].

It is also known that Pieria and northern Olympus were controlled by Greek-
speaking Macedonians while the central part of the Haliakmon valley was occupied
by both Macedonians and Dorians-to-be, who had emigrated from north-eastern
Thessaly. Up to 1200 BC, the Peraebi controlled the passage between them and
Thessaly. Other Greek-speaking tribes occupied Linkus and Pelagonia or today’s
central Albania and central Epirus [Hammond 1972: 298].

2.1. GEOGRAPHY OF SCYTHIA IN HERODOTUS’ WORK

Following Homer’s narrative, we have reached Thrace and Scythia, the latter
being of particular interest to us. Reading carefully Herodotus’ History, in parti-
cular its Book IV, one can learn what the ancient author and, by implication, his

* A river in Macedonia that in ancient times joined the Haliakmon [Hammer 2005: 627] that is today’s Aliakmon.
3 Archaeological evidence shows that the mouth of the river and the coastland as far as Sedhes (vicinity of Vasiliki)
were well known to Mycenaean traders at least since the middle of the 14th century BC [Hammond 1972: 296].
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contemporaries knew about the Black Sea and adjacent areas. As R. KapusSciniski
[Kapuscifiski 2004: 78] noted:

The map of the world that Herodotus has before his eyes or that he imagines,
differs from the one we deal with today (...) The centre is occupied by mountainous
lands then covered with forests around the Aegean Sea (...) the world is divided, it
falls into the East (Persia) and West (Greece).

Owing to Herodotus’ passion and his desire to come to know the world and re-
cord the knowledge thus accumulated, we are able to study the fruits of his inquiries.
He begins his story of Scythia by giving the genealogy of the Scythians [4.5-11]. Next
we read that “with regard to the regions which lie above the country whereof this
portion of my history treats, there is no one who possesses any exact knowledge®”.
But as the author himself says: “I shall proceed to mention all that I have learnt of
these parts by the most exact inquiries which I have been able to make concerning
them.” [4.16] The lines following these words describe Scythian tribes and are in-
terspersed with information on peoples of different descent [4.17-21]. Beyond the
Scythian border, across the Don River, one entered non-Scythian lands, inhabited
by the Sauromatae, Budini, Thyssagetae and a Scythian tribe that had revolted from
the Royal Scythians [4.21-22]. Furthest north-west and north-east, the Agathyrsuses
and Gelonuses’ supposedly lived [Hammer 2005: 578] who descended from Aga-
thyrsus and Gelonus, brothers of Scythes [4.10]. Beyond the country of Scythians
Husbandmen, which ended on the Dnieper (after eleven days’ sail), there extended
a desert beyond which the lands of the Cannibals® stretched [4.18]. Beyond the
Royal Scythians, in turn, lived the Melanchaeni® [4.20]. Next, “passing over a great
extent of this rough country, you come to a people dwelling at the foot of lofty mo-
untains” — the so-called Argippaeans!'® [4.23]. The ancient author lets us know that
“Thus far, therefore, the land is known; but beyond the bald-headed men lies a re-
gion of which no one can give any exact account. Lofty and precipitous mountains,
which are never crossed, bar further progress.” East of the bald-headed men (Ar-
gippaeans) supposedly lived the Issedonians'! [4.25]. It follows from accounts given
by this tribe that above them lived the Arimaspis (one-eyed), next griffins guarding
gold [4.27] and at the very end there dwelled the Hyperboreans (past-northern)
whose country extended as far as the sea [4.13] or the Arctic Ocean [Hammer
2005: 578]. However, Herodotus himself had doubts about the actual existence of
the last-mentioned people [4.36].

6 All quotations from The History of Herodotus by Herodotus translated by George Rawlinson. Provided by The
Internet Classics Archive. Available online at http://classics.mit.edu//Herodotus/history.html.

7 A tribe closely related to the Scythians. In Herodotus’ times, it lived east of the Don, towards the Volga, next
to the Finnish Budini [Hammer 2005: 620].

8 Populations possibly of Finnish descent living on the upper Dnieper [Hammer 2005: 614].

%A people of Finnish descent on the upper Don [Hammer 2005: 629].

10 They lived at the foot of the Urals and were of Mongolian descent [Hammer 2005: 615].

n Beyond the Urals, in Western Siberia [Hammer 2005: 623].
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Further in his relation on Scythia, we learn that the country is crossed by many
rivers among which “the most famous and [...] navigable to some distance from
the sea [...] are, the Ister'? [today’s Danube], which has five mouths; the Tyras
[today’s Dniester], the Hypanis [today’s Boh], the Borysthenes [today’s Dnieper],
the Panticapes, the Hypacyris, the Gerrhus, and the Tanais [today’s Don]” [4.47].
The Panticapes, the Hypacyris, the Gerrhus have not been successfully identified
so far. Herodotus’ knowledge on Scythia’s rivers was quite extensive. Besides the
rivers themselves, he knew their tributaries and the course of each of them [4.48-57].
What’s more, he knew that a Greek colony'? was situated at the mouth of each river
or close to it [Hind 2002: 42].

Giving account of Darius’ expedition against the Scythians, Herodotus descri-
bed and supplied the dimensions of the Pontus “which is indeed well worthy of
consideration” as well as of the Bosphorus, Prepontide and Hellespont', The au-
thor mentioned also Lake Maeotis (today’s Sea of Azov), the dimensions of which
supposedly matched those of the Black Sea [4.86] whose shape, in turn, was as
follows: “Now from the mouth of the Pontus to the River Phasis'®, which is the
extreme length of this sea, [...] Again, from Sindica'® to Themiscyra on the River
Thermodon'’, where the Pontus is wider than at any other place,” [4.86] i.e. from
today’s Bafra Bay to the Taman Peninsula. Today, it is assumed that the distances
given by Herodotus are exaggerated and the lengths of journeys given in days show
that he probably did not sail on the Black Sea. The shape of the sea following from
his calculations is oval with a small number of narrow places in its central part
[Hind 2002: 41].

Continuing his account of Darius’ expedition to Scythia, Herodotus provided
a description of the lands towards which the Persians marched:

Before you come to Scythia, on the sea coast, lies Thrace. The land here
makes a sweep, and then Scythia begins, [...] Starting from the Ister I shall now
describe the measurements of the seashore of Scythia. Immediately that the Ister
is crossed, Old Scythia begins, and continues as far as the city called Carcinitis'®,
fronting towards the south wind and the mid-day. Here upon the same sea, there lies

12 Other smaller rivers emptied into it as well. These included: the Pyretus (Prut), the Tiarantus (Aluta/Olta), the
Ararus (Siret), the Naparis (Jalomita), and the Ordessus (Arges) [4.48]. The Ister supposedly rose in the country of
the Celts, who lived the farthest west [4.49].

13 E.g. Tyr on the Tyres [4.51] and Olbia on the Borysthenes [4.78].

The length of the Black Sea is eleven thousand and one hundred stadia, while its width is three thousand and
three hundred stadia. The Bosphorus is one hundred twenty stadia long. The width of the Sea of Marmara is five
hundred stadia while its length is one thousand four hundred stadia. The Dardanelles are four hundred stadia long
[Herodotus 4.85]. A stadium is equal to about 185 m (or 607 ft.) [Hammer 2005: 641].

Today’s Rion, a river in Asia Minor, rising in the Caucasus and emptying into the eastern Black Sea. It was
regarded a border river between Europe and Asia or between Asia Minor and Colchis [Hammer 2005: 620].

16 Sindians, a people inhabiting Asia’s Sarmatia on the eastern coast of the Black Sea, at the foot of the Caucasus
[Hammer 2005: 636].

7 Today’s Terme in north-eastern Asia Minor [Hammer 2005: 613].

LN city in the vicinity of today’s Perekop [Hammer 2005: 624], Karkinitskiy Zaliv (Crimea).
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a mountainous tract projecting into the Pontus [southern portion of the Crimea],
which is inhabited by the Tauri', as far as what is called the Rugged Chersonese
[Kerch Peninsula], which runs out into the sea upon the east [Sea of Azov]. For
the boundaries of Scythia extend on two sides to two different seas, one upon the
south, and the other towards the east [...] [4.99].

The description given by Herodotus is to a certain degree consistent with what
we know today on the western and northern shores of the Black Sea. Despite the
general character of information given by the ancient author, J. Hind [Hind 2002:
41-42] believes that Herodotus knew about the great arch joining the Danube to
the northern portion of the Crimea as he did about the neck which constituted that
part of Scythia and the land of the Tauri which protruded most into the sea, i.e. the
Crimea. Further on

[...] we find the Scythians again in possession of the country above the Tauri
and the parts bordering on the eastern sea, as also of the whole district lying west
of the Cimmerian Bosphorus [Kerchenskiy Proliv] and the Palus Maeotis, as far
as the river Tanais, which empties itself into that lake at its upper end. As for the
inland boundaries of Scythia, if we start from the Ister, we find it enclosed by the
following tribes, first the Agathyrsi, next the Neuri?’, then the Androphagi, and last
of all, the Melanchaeni. [4.100]

Next we read that “Scythia then, which is square in shape, and has two of its
sides [eastern and southern] reaching down to the sea, extends inland to the same di-
stance that it stretches along the coast, and is equal every way,” i.e. respectively from
the southern border to the northern one (western) and from the western border to
the eastern one (northern). According to the record, the southern coastal part of
Scythia stretched from the Ister to the Borysthenes or from the Danube to the Dnie-
per and continued from the Borysthenes as far as Lake Maeotis. The eastern border
ran from the sea (south-western extremity of the Cimmerian Bosphorus) inland as
far as the country of the Melanchaeni [Herodotus 4.101; Hammer 2005: 582].

2.2. JOURNEY OF ARGONAUTS

A certain insight into the geographical knowledge of ancient Greeks is offered
to us by mythology and mentions in the writings of ancient authors dated as early as
to the 8th century BC (details to be found below). As far as mythology is concerned,
a very meaningful example, probably one of the most popular, is the story of the sea

A people living in the Crimea. It was made up of vestigial Cimmerian populations driven away by the Scythians
[Hammer 2005: 638].
B They lived in Podolia and Volhynia and may have been of Slavic origin [Hammer 2005: 630].
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journey of the Argonauts®'. According to some calculations??, their journey was to
take place in the 14th or 13th century BC. It is certain that it preceded the Trojan
War [Kubiak 1997: 475]. The purpose of the expedition was to seize the Golden
Fleece kept in a country lying at the foot of the Caucasus, namely in Colchis,
north of Mount Ararat, ruled by King Aeétes [Koromila 2002: 19]. The Argonauts’
journey may be divided into three stages: the sail to Colchis for the Golden Fleece,
adventures of the sailors while at their destination, and their journey home?,

The Argonauts’ expedition began in Pagaes®* and followed a route along the
western edge of the Aegean Sea [Kubiak 1997: 484]. The first stop on the route was
the island of Lemnos and then Samothrace. Next, they negotiated the Hellespont
and landed on the southern shores of the Prepontide, at Cyzicus, on the Arkton
Peninsula [Hammer 2005: 626], where Cyzikos was king ruling over the country of
the Doliones [Grimal 1987: 38]. The journey continued along the southern edge
of the Sea of Marmara. Before reaching the Bosphorus®, the sailors landed on
the Thracian coast, in the country of Phineus who helped them pass the Cyanean
Rocks (=Bosphorus) also called the Symplegades or the rocks that clashed toge-
ther. Still before crossing the Pontus, the Argonauts visited also the country of the
Maryandini?®, Finally, they saw the peaks of the Caucasus and sailing up the River
Phasis, they reached their destination, namely Colchis [Grimal 1987: 39].

The account of the outward journey of the Argonauts can be considered a gu-
idebook telling sailors what the shores are like, where to look for fresh water
and safe havens and how foreigners are greeted by native peoples [Czarnowski
1956: 251].

On Colchis, the destination of the Argonauts’ journey, some information was
passed to us by Herodotus. In the beginning of the first Book of his History, in the
third paragraph, we can read of an expedition by the Greeks to fetch the Golden
Fleece that was kept at the court of the country’s ruler in Aea, on the River Phasis.
Also in successive paragraphs and books, there are references to Colchis and the
River Phasis [e.g. 1.104; 2.103-104; 3.97; 4.37-38; 4.45, 4.85, 7.193]. However, these
references neither facilitate the identification of the distant land nor does Herodotus
mention in any of them any Greek colonies in this area. It is for this reason that J.
Hind [Hind 2002: 46] believes that there may have not been any Greek colony there
in Herodotus’ times (5th century BC). On the other hand, archaeological records

2! The most popular and comprehensive version of the myth was authored by Apollonius of Rhodes, an Alexandrian
poet of the 3rd century BC [Czarowski 1956: 269, footnote 24].
z Chronological findings adopted by mythographers on the basis of, inter alia, information that some fathers of
Trojan War participants took part in the journey [Kubiak 1997: 475, 483].
Because of the area of interest, I shall discuss only the journey of the Argonauts to Colchis and back and leave
out the adventures they met with on their way.
2 A district in Magnesia, Thessaly; ancient Iolkos, the present day seaport of Volos [Koromila 2002: 27].
A strait connecting the Prepontide to the Euxine or the Pontus [Koromila 2002: 25].
B A people living in the north-western part of Bithynia [Hammer 2005: 628].
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show that the first Greek towns in Colchis emerged in the middle of the 6th century

BC [Tsetskchladze 1998: 35].

The homeward journey of the heroes to Thessaly could have followed several
different routes described in ancient texts.

(a) First: a route following the northern shores of Europe. After escaping across
the Black Sea, the Argonauts supposedly made a landing at the mouth of the
Istros, then sailed upstream and when they reached its sources, they dragged
the Argos to the Elbe and reached Jutland by water [Graves 1974: 547].

(b) Second: the Argonauts oared up the Don River, reached its sources, whence
they dragged the Argo to a river flowing north and emptying into the Gulf of
Finland [Graves 1974: 547]. Next, they crossed the Baltic, sailed around Britain,
then followed the coast of today’s France and Spain and through the Straits of
Gibraltar they entered the Mediterranean [Kubiak 1997: 491].

(c) Third: according to a still different version, let’s call it a southern one, the
Argo sailed on the Danube, Sava and Po (mythical Eridanus) rivers and thus
reached the Adriatic’’ [Graves 1974: 547] and then the Mediterranean. After
experiencing more adventures, the crew reached Iolcos [Grimal 1987: 40] and
ended the expedition.

Needless to say that the routes of the Argo’s return voyage outlined above give
rise to controversies, the more so as they are an attempt to reconcile different
records of the heroes’ journey.

(d) Taking into account the development stage of Greeks’ knowledge of geogra-
phy, it seems that the most realistic route of the Argonauts’ return voyage to
Thessaly is the one given by Diodorus of Sicily. According to this author, the
Greeks came back the same way they had travelled to Colchis [Graves 1974:
548]. When one remembers that the Ister is frequently confused with the Istrus,
a small river emptying into the Adriatic near Trieste [Graves 1974: 549], it seems
quite possible that the adventures of the Argo originally took place in the nor-
thern Adriatic. Especially if we consider the possibility that the ancient authors
erred in identifying Colchis with Kolikaria, situated on the lower Po River and
being a stop on the amber route [Graves 1974: 529]. In turn, according to S.
Czarnowski [Czarnowski 1956: 251-253], the westward journey of the Argonauts
could have been a result of imprecise information given to Greeks by traders
venturing into these areas. The reference to three rivers flowing from one lake
can concern Lake Geneva, which was a hub of important trade routes in prehi-
storic times. A similar undertone can be attributed to the Argonauts’ sail on the
Danube, which was an important communication and trade route as well. Also,
the version of the homeward route involving the escape along the Phasis River,
sailing around Asia in the south and coming back to the Mediterranean along

%" The Sava River does not empty into the Adriatic and the Danube is navigable only as far as the Iron Gate and
it is not connected to the Po River [Grimal 1974: 548].
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the Nile could have had a trading undertone as well as Colchis was a source of
important mineral resources, not only for ancient Greeks. The country was the
endpoint of a trade route from India. Therefore, it can be assumed that each
homeward route of the Argonauts to Thessaly testified to contacts with other
ancient civilizations, set up in the course of time.

3. NORTHERN PONTIC COLONIES AND THEIR ROLE IN TEACHING
GREEKS GEOGRAPHY OF EASTERN EUROPE

The lands that have been described above, at least some of them, Greeks
had a chance to come to know when they embarked on their colonization. Hence,
I would like here to refer to the stages of the Greek penetration of the Pontic Area
and to the way colonists perceived its land resources and inhabitants. In the opinion
of G.R. Tsetskhladze [Tsetskhladze 1998: 9], some scholars studying the ‘colonial’
past of the Black Sea simplify the role of Greek towns located in the area. The
colonies are considered only in the context of settlements that were set up for the
purpose of trading in all kinds of goods and supplying food to the metropolises in
the south. For this reason, the relations with the native populations are considered
from this point of view as well. The quoted author, meanwhile, believes that Greek
colonies on the Pontus were independent entities with their own economies and
were not totally subservient to trade with both the Mediterranean world and a local
community. Their dependence on the latter was rather cultural and political, and
not economic. Trade, in turn, was a consequence of colonization and not its reason
[Tsetskhladze 1998: 10].

The first Greek colonies were established on the coast of the Aegean Sea in
the late 8th century BC [Fol 2000: 54] along an ancient road following the coast and
called Via Egnatia by Romans (another name it was referred to was Ismarus), which
connected Istanbul with today’s Durrés on the Adriatic [Fol 2000: 56]. Along the
Strandzha Mountains, there ran another coastal road known as Apollonia Pontica
[Fol 2000: 58]. In turn, the earliest Greek colonists appeared on the Black Sea,
with exception of the east coast (6th century BC), in the second half of the 7th
century BC [Tsetskhladze 1998: 19, 36]. Hence, it is assumed that the earliest finds
of Greek pottery on Scythian sites (7th century BC) could have been luxurious
offerings brought by the first colonists for members of the local elite in order to
win their favour [Tsetskhladze 1998: 12].

The first contacts of ancient Greeks (or even Mycenaeans, see Suchowska. . .,
in this volume), both direct and indirect, with the inhabitants of the western coast
of the Black Sea (Thracians) must have taken place along water routes such as the
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Danube and Maritsa (ancient Hebros) as well as probably along the Mesta, Struma
and Vardar rivers. This is evidenced by single finds of imported pottery and metal
goods unearthed there [Archibald 2002: 50]. Not surprisingly, the Hellenization of
south-western Thrace (between the lower Struma and Vardar rivers), began quite
early on. The process was a result of mutual contacts between the local popula-
tions and the inhabitants of northern Hellas (Thessaly and Macedonia). The major
exchange route ran north from Mount Olympus along the coast of the Gulf of
Salonika (Therma) [Fol 2000: 54].

A characteristic feature of Black Sea colonies in the early stage was shelters
in the form of dugouts and semidugouts. Only after 25 years of their existence
did stone structures appear [Tsetskhladze 1998: 20]. Also from the early stage of
Greek colonies, examples of hand-made pottery come, which may show that parts
of local populations lived in newly founded towns as well [Tsetskhladze 1998: 44].
In the 6th century BC, colony dwellers began exchanging adjacent plots of land
for rural areas and embarked on manufacturing of all kinds of goods [Tsetskhladze
1998: 36]. In some locations, because of local populations [Tsetskhladze 1998: 42],
which in most cases occupied forest and steppe areas, this was not possible. In
Z. Archibald’s opinion [Archibald 2002: 54], the relationships between the urban
and rural spheres form a major theme of discussions on Greek colonies in the
Northern Pontic Area. Relying on the study of Olbia, it can be assumed that both
spheres interpenetrated. It is known that north-south trade was going on both ways.
Imports of Attic pottery, especially its contents in the form of wine, were popular
in particular among colony dwellers whereas native populations favoured metal
vessels and jewellery [Tsetskhladze 1998: 60]. A significant concentration of finds
of ancient origin can be found in the forest-steppe area on the right-bank Dnieper
[Murzin 1996: 52]. Taking into account the number of Greek artefacts in the Scythian
territory and their distribution, it can be concluded that such goods were spread
among native populations along river routes and that both Greeks and natives were
involved in the activity [Tsetskhladze 1998: 65]. A question remains open whether
colonists themselves visited native settlements further inland. From Nemirov, we
know of a graffiti on local pottery dated to the middle of the 6th century BC,
which is believed to be evidence of Greek presence in the settlement [Grakov
1959: 259-261]. Also G. T. Tsetskhladze [Tsetskhladze 1998: 50], having analyzed
a find of Greek artefacts from the settlement of Belskoe (pottery, both local and
Greek, a bronze arrowhead, a spindle with a Greek graffiti and two gems), became
convinced that Greeks lived in native settlements among local people. They could
have been Greek craftsmen who emigrated from coastal emporiums as described by
Herodotus [4.108]. A very common view holds that the surplus of cereals grown in
northern colonies was sent to Athens; however, it is not known on what scale and in
what amounts this was done [Archibald 2002: 55]. What is known, however, is the
fact that at least in the early period, reserves came from Greek settlements. Native
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Fig. 1. Overview map of lands adjacent to the Black Sea [foll. Videiko 2008: 153, amended by the
author]

populations grew cereals to satisfy their own needs only. The import of cereals
from the Pontic Area to Greece gained momentum only in the late 5th century BC
[Tsetskhladze 1998: 66].

Considering mutual relations between the Scythians and incomers, a mention
should be made of strongholds or gorodisce, which appeared on the forest-steppe
as early as in the 8th century BC (on both banks of the Dnieper and Boh rivers).
Their origins presumably should be traced locally [Videiko 2008: 147]. Archaeolo-
gical investigations carried out on the strongholds showed the presence of different
cultural traditions (Chernoles culture, Thracian Hallstatt, Finno-Ugric and Bal-
tic cultures) that must have influenced their formation [Videiko 2008: 152-153].
The strongholds were large enclosures®®, surrounded by earthen ramparts rein-
forced with clay (in this respect they differed greatly from Greek citadels). The
interior was made up of individual households built along streets crossing the set-
tlement. The inhabitants not only cultivated land but also engaged in all kinds

8 Their surface area reached hundreds and thousands of hectares [Murzin 1996: 56].
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of crafts, for instance, weaving, bone and antler working, metallurgy (iron) and
the manufacturing of jewellery, also of gold. Some of it must have been manu-
factured to be exchanged not only locally but also with Greek colonies on the
coast of the Black Sea. The colonies in return offered wine, pottery and objects
or ornaments made of metal and glass, and others. Numerous Greek artefacts fo-
und at the forest-steppe strongholds, in particular pottery, testify to the intensity
of trade and economic relations with Greek poleis [Videiko 2008: 144-151]. The
strongholds were located at some distance from the Black Sea colonies and were
separated from the latter by a broad belt of steppes crossed by trade routes. Of
special importance in this connection were the Dnieper and Boh rivers. The stron-
gholds included Bilskoe, Karatulskoe, Velikoe Khodosivskoe and Nemirovskoe [Mu-

rzin 1996: 53, 56].

Detailed archaeological investigations carried out on some colonies around the
Prepontide and Pontus provided enough data to draw the following conclusions:
(a) Probably all Greek colonies, as for instance Ionian Apollonia Pontica, (today’s

Sozopol) were centres of mutual cultural and linguistic contacts between native

inhabitants and colonists, which is shown by coins, inscriptions and few written

records.

(b) It is known that some colonies, as for instance Mesembria (today’s Nessebar)
took the place of earlier Thracian settlements, which sometimes were fortified
and were centres of local royal power [Fol 2000: 51]. Absence of any traces of
destruction at such settlements indicates that native inhabitants were integra-
ted into new structures in a peaceful manner. On the other hand, however, as
in the case of Colchis, the graves of native populations (7th/6th century BC)
contained large amounts of weapons, which, in combination with information
gathered from written records, may be evidence of their hostility towards colo-
nists [Tsetskhladze 1998: 47].

(c) In addition, being centres of Hellenic culture, colonies served as intermediaries
in contacts with native inhabitants [Fol 2000: 51]. This is confirmed by some
epigraphic documents which mention Thracian rulers of the Odrysian dyna-
sty who used their ports [Fol 2000: 52]. For this reason, Greek emporia were
often located in such places as to make access to them for native people easier
[Archibald 2002: 59].

(d) It is also known that members of Thracian aristocracy had close ties to Greek
cities, as in the case of Odessos (today’s Varna). This can be seen in archaeolo-
gical finds, inscriptions and, above all, the presence of the Thracian funerary
rite at the cemetery belonging to the city [Fol 2000: 52].

(e) Greeks, while colonizing new lands, brought with them their system of social
structures. It must be remembered, however, that its adoption by people of so
different descent was rather difficult as the Greek system was based on shared
cultural values. In the opinion of Z. Archibald [Archibald 2002: 60], a trans-
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(®)

(e

plantation of the whole political system was not possible in this case but this
did not prevent different communities from cohabiting for several centuries.

It follows from the study of epigraphs that some cities paid tax to communities
living around them. Possibly, the purpose of such ‘tributes’ was to stop attacks
on Greek settlements (e.g. in Thrace, they were frequent within the Odrysian
kingdom).

The relations between Greek colonists and native populations must have de-
pended on many factors, one of them being the people who held power and to
whom the communities were subjected. Taking into account the fact that power
held, sooner or later, changed hands, the relations must have changed as well
[Archibald 2002: 66].

4. CONCLUSIONS

The above short analysis of the geographical knowledge of ancient Greeks

justifies the following conclusions:

(a)

(b)

It is a well-known fact that the inhabitants of the Peloponnesus rationalized
nature and all kinds of knowledge through myths. Hence, their earliest geo-
graphical concepts had the form of myths. Their contents must have reflected
incomplete information passed by word of mouth by travellers or traders visi-
ting distant lands. This was also the case with the lands on the Prepontide and
Pontus [Kolev 1986: 311].

Detailed analyses of Greek spatial concepts relating to the limits of the world
known to them suggest that what they had in common was gold. At the northern
limits, beyond Scythia, it was guarded by griffins while in the east access to the
Golden Fleece was denied by a dragon. In the opinion of M. Vassileva [Vassilieva
1998: 73], gold in the context of myths was an intermediary between the known
and unknown, it was also a symbol of the underworld, similarly to the monster
that barred access to it. Hence, the mythical meaning of gold should not be
taken directly but rather indirectly through its association to the underworld.
There, it marked the limit of that which was known and played an important role
by giving shape to the Greek notions of that which surrounded them [Vassileva
1998: 74]. Considering the myth of the Argonauts from this point of view, it
can be claimed that it not only reflected ancient Greeks’ knowledge of the
geography of Asia Minor, specifically its northern limits [Vassileva 1998: 76],
but also delineated the limits of the known world, similarly to the Phasis River
which by tradition marked its eastern frontier [Tsetskhladze 1997: 338]. In the
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(d)

(e)
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literature, there are two lines of thought concerning the interpretation of the
Argonaut myth. Adherents of the first of them believe that it reflects true events
while their opponents claim otherwise. G.T. Tsetskhladze [Tsetskhladze 1997:
339-340], having analyzed Greek art depicting the events mentioned in the myth
and relying on the fact that mythical Aea was identified as Colchis only in the
5th century BC, believes that this specific instance of Greek chorography cannot
be an account of a real expedition to Colchis in the 13th century BC. What’s
more, he assumes that mythology in itself is not a reflection of historical events
and cannot be a proof of early contacts between the peoples living on the Black
Sea and Greeks. Such contacts were established only in the second half of the
7th century BC.

Some of the Greek notions of the Black Sea, including myths, should be taken
as views of that which is unknown through the lens of cultural contacts and the
transfer of tradition. Therefore, the Greek desire to come to know that which is
alien, dated to the times earlier than the 7th century BC, should be considered
in the cultural context and not in the historical one [Vassileva 1998: 77].

The penetration of lands lying north of Greece (not only coastlands, but inland
areas as well), in the beginning, continued along land routes following major
rivers joining individual countries. From written records [e.g. Ksenophon I, 3;
III, 2, 5; IV, 1], we know that all expeditions to unknown lands relied on the
help of local guides (including prisoners of war). They made travel easier as
well as assisted in learning the customs prevailing in strange countries. Later,
with the development of sailing, it was possible to reach more distant areas as
for instance Colchis. The contacts of Greeks with peoples living on the frontiers
of the world known to them, both closer and farther, can be divided into two
major stages: a stage preceding colonization and colonization proper divided,
in turn, into several phases. As the manifestations of the so-called pre-colonial
contacts, with both Scythians and Colchians, may be regarded references to
them in writings by ancient authors. And so, Arctinus of Miletus, a poet of the
8th century BC, mentions a white island at the mouth of the Ister. The river
was known to Hesiod as well (8th century BC), likewise the Phasis. From the
end of the 8th century BC, from a Corinth poet named Eumeleus, we have
information on the Borysthenes, Sinope and Colchis. Relying on them and on
early Greek finds (e.g. clasps), it can be accepted that certain indirect contacts
with the lands of today’s Georgia were established as early as in the 8th century
BC. They followed a land route running from Mesopotamia to the southern
shores of the Pontus and then to Greece [de Boer 2007: 128].

There is no doubt that the appearance of Greek culture and colonies in new
lands played an important, formative role which, taking into consideration a new
environment and customs prevailing in it, must have changed. Greek emporia
in Scythia were more alien to the local milieu than in Colchis. Interestingly eno-
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ugh, Scythian forest-steppe gorodisca resembled somewhat classic cities. Greek
poleis could have made native populations organize their settlements into cities.
Examples of such an impact are known from Italy [Bouzek 2005: 2]. However,
a precise determination of the relations between the dwellers of such stron-
gholds (native populations) and Greek colonists is not fully possible and calls
for further research. It is worth remembering that they must not be considered
from the trade perspective only. They might have been determined by political
circumstances prevailing on different tiers.

Translated by Piotr T. Zebrowski
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