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Editor’s Foreword

The Tizciniec Culture, Trzciniec Cultural Circle and Trzciniec Horizon are the
names of a cultural area in the borderland of Western and Eastern Europe at
the 2nd millenium BC. For over half a century a discussion has been going on
over the taxonomic identification (chronological and spatial) and genetic and ethnic
interpretation of this cultural unit.

In the debate, the 1980’s and 1990’s mark a significant cognitive turn caused
by the growth of the corpus of sources, the use of systematic methods for the study
of mobile sources and the proliferation of regional *C datings.

The present volume of ”Baltic-Pontic Studies” is an attempt to register this
breakthrough and a proposal for a new fitting of the Tizciniec phenomenon into
the synthesis of Early Bronze Age Europe. The records include rudiments of new
regional systematizations, foundations of their chronologies based on radiocarbon
datings and a discussion of the mechanisms of socio-cultural changes which gave
rise to the Trzciniec cultural area and later contributed to its disintegration.

A long-term intention of this volume giving a multifaceted view of the effects
of the said cognitive breakthrough is to encourage a careful scrutiny of the deve-
lopment mechanisms of the European Early Bronze Age Civilization, in particular
the role played in them by the societies inhabiting the drainages of the Baltic and
Pontic Seas.



Editorial comment

1. All dates in the B-PS§ are calibrated [see: Radiocarbon vol.28, 1986, and the
next volumes]. Deviations from this rule will be point out in notes.

2. The names of the archaeological cultures (especially from the territory of
the Ukraine) are standarized according to the English literature on the subject [e.g.
Mallory 1989]. In the case of a new term, the author’s original name has been
retained.

3. The place names located in the Ukraine have been transliterat from the
versions suggested by the author (i.e. from the Belorussian, Ukrainian, Polish or
Russian originals).
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Vasyl Y. Kurylenko, Vitaliy V. Otroshchenko

THE SOSNYTSA CULTURE OF THE DESNA AREA AND
ITS LINKS WITH EASTERN NEIGHBOURS

The Sosnytsa Culture, first as a type of relics, was defined by S.S. Berezan-
skaya [1957]. Later on, she included those relics in the Eastern Tizciniec Cul-
ture [1972:130-134]. LI. Artemenko regarded the Sosnytsa relics as a separate ar-
chaeological culture, extrapolating it to the Sosnytsa and Kiev local versions of
the Eastern Trzciniec Culture [1961; 1987:106-113]. J. Dabrowski [1972] and V.L
Klochko [1993:63-65] shared similar views. All those researchers had no doubts con-
cerning the association of the Sosnytsa or the Eastern Trzciniec Culture with the
Tizciniec — Komarov cultural and historic community.

Monuments of the Sosnytsa Culture (according to I.I. Artemenko) occupied
central and eastern areas of the Upper Dnieper basin, with the maximum concentra-
tion in the Ukrainian Polesie zone. Down the Dnieper, the Sosnytsa relics descend
the forest-steppe zone to the Ros river in the south. To the east of the Dnieper, the
Sosnytsa relics occupy a wide wedge along the Sozh, the Desna and the Seim rivers,
forming the most eastern group of relics of the Trzciniec-Komarov community. The
eastern frontier of the culture lies along the Oka-Desna watershed, while its so-
uthern edge stretches along the Trubizh, the Oster and the Seim rivers. Therefore,
in the east, the Sosnytsa Culture relic never leaves the boundaries of the Dnieper
basin, which was the geographical niche for its carriers.

In the chronology of the Bronze cultures of the Dnieper area, the Sosnytsa
Culture occupies the place between the Mnogovalikovaya Culture (MC) and, possi-
bly, the Maryanivka Culture below and the Lebedivka Culture above. The authors
do not share LI. Artemenko’s view that the Lebedivka relics comprise the late stage
of the Sosnytsa Culture and, following S.S. Berezanskaya, regard them as an indivi-
dual culture. This relative position also determines the time of development of the
Sosnytsa Culture to be within the third quarter of the second millennium BC. There
have been attempts to determine the period of the Sosnytsa Culture internally, ma-
inly on the basis of typology of its ceramics [Berezanskaya 1972; Artemenko 1987;
Molodtsov 1994].
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Special attention should be given to the large set of Sosnytsa relics in the middle
part of the Desna, above the city of Chernihiv. There, on the right bank of the river,
lies the eponymic site near the town of Sosnytsa. About 50 km to the north-east
of Sosnytsa, along the Desna, there is the village of Mezin, known for its Upper
Paleolithic site. Due to the efforts of V.Y. Kurylenko, director of the local natural
history museum, the most significant of currently known clusters of Sosnytsa sites
was discovered in the Mezin microdistrict (Fig. 1).

The exploration zone includes the high, right-bank of the Desna and the broad,
left-bank creek in the northern end of the Koropy district of the Chernihiv region
along the border of the Sumy region of Ukraine. The studied microdistrict is about
25 km long, stretching along the Desna bed, and about 8 km wide, from the village of
Radychev to the village of Kurylivka. There, 30 years of systematic observations and
reconnaissance have produced 36 household sites of the Sosnytsa Culture. These
include 10 major settlements ranging in area from 2.5 to 10 hectares, 13 medium
(1-2 hectares) and 13 small ones (up to 1 hectare). At most of the settlements,
the layer of finds was 0.2 to 1 meter deep. The Mezin site and the Mezin island
are remarkable for their deep layers of up to 1.8 meters and up to 1.5 meters,
respectively (Table 1). Most of the relics are found in the flood-lands (22) of the
left bank located up to 7 meters over the water level, and on the islands. The right-
-bank settlements are located high — 20 to 60 meters over the water level between
gullies at the Desna’s high right bank. The location of the relics is uneven: small
and medium sites surround the large ones and form groups of 5 or 6 settlements
(the Popove ravine near Kurylivka), with the Kudlayiv group of 8 Sosnytsa sites up
the Desna, and the Konotop group of 10 sites down the Desna (explorations done
by V.Y. Kurylenko, Table 3).

The Sosnytsa sites noticeably exceed the representation of other archaeological
cultures in terms of settlements as well as in terms of the amount of collected
material [Kurylenko, Otroshchenko 1996]. Specifically, the Sosnytsa sites of the
Mezin microdistrict produced 3859 fragments of decorated ceramics, while only
743 finds belonged to the Maryanivka, 605 to the Middle Dnieper, and 152 to the
Lebedivka Cultures (Table 2). The 6 to 1 ratio of the Sosnytsa ceramics to the
Maryanivka finds is also observed in the Koropy microdistrict. Sites in the Kudlayiv
microdistrict to the north of Mezin contain similar key types of pots, although less
elaborately decorated. Therefore, the collected materials prove that the Sosnytsa
sites of the Mezin microdistrict are particularly rich in finds. Six sites of the Mezin
area (the Popova, the Kurylivka-2, the Zakhidna Dubyna, the Mezin Island, the
Northern and Southern Berezova, the Tymonivsky Bir) and two sites of the Koropy
(Kovalenchykha Island, Lysa Hora — the Southern way) feature a well-preserved
cultural layer and good potential for major archaeological excavations (Table 3).

Traditional tulip-shaped Sosnytsa pots, are represented by cruder, thick-walled
vessels with admixtures of granite and coarse-grained sand in the clay, with rough
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Fig. 1. Map of the Sosnytsa Cultur sites in the Mezin Microdistrict. Legend: I - settlements of the
Sosnytsa Culture; II - graves of the Sosnytsa Culture; III - unstudied burial mounds; IV - the Mezin
Archaeological Museum; V - contemporary villages. 1 - Popova (Kurylivka-1); 2 - Khutoryshche; 3 -
Dubyna Western; 4 - Dubyna Eastern; 5 - Kaduniv Hrudok; 6 - Ihnativsky Island; 7 - Horochky; 8 -
Tuhayiv Hrudok (Hyrin); 9 - Cherepytsya; 10 - Kozulya; 11 - Zabridky Northern and Zabridky Middle
(Haidukova Hill); 12 - Zabridky Southern (Kulykova Hill); 13 - Mezin site; 14-Shumeikivka in site Mezin;
15 - Syrivska Hill in site Mezin; 16 - Khoromky Southern; 17 - Sverdliv School; 18 - Sverdliv Ferry; 19
- Sverdliv site-3; 20 - Zaton; 21 - Perelisky; 22 - Puzyreve Northern; 23 - Khvostynske; 24 - Puzyreve
site, Southern; 25 - Dzvinkove; 26 - Tymonivsky Bir Southern (Zabilivka Meadow); 27 - Tymonivsky
Bir Northern (Zabilivka Meadow); 28 - Nakot; 29 - Horobyni Islands; 30-31 - Berezova Northern and
Southern; 32 - Mezin Island; 33 - Sverdliv Island “Northern”; 34 - Sverdliv Island “Southern”.
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Table

Quantitative Characteristics of Monuments of the Sosnytsa Culture of the Mezin Microdistrict

1

Layer Height above Density
Site Size (h) |depth (m) | water level (m) of finds
1. Popova (Kurylivka-1) 0.6 0.5-1.5 0.2-2.0 good
2. Dubyna Western 1.5 up to 1.0 | up to 4.0 good
3. Dubyna Eastern 2.0 up to 1.0 |up to 4.0 varied
4. Kaduniv Hrudok 0.7 1.0 2.0 poor
5. Ihnativsky Island 2.7 0.5-1.0 1.0-2.0 poor
6. Horochky 1.5 0.5-1.5 up to 2.0 poor
7. Tuhayiv Hrudok (Hyrin) 2.0 0.9 3.0 rather poor
8. Cherepytsya 0.5? 0.2 below the poor
(mouth of the Loska river) 0.5? 0.2 flood-lands poor
9. Kozulya 0.5? 0.55 below the ruined
flood-lands
10. Khutoryshche 3.0? 0.5-1.4 up to 4.0 dug
11. Mezinsky Island 10.0? upto 15 |7.0 average
12. Karashevets (Ivantseve) 1.3 0.8 0.6 average
13. Sverdlivsky Island (Northern) 9.0 1.0 2.0-7.0 dug
14. Sverdlivsky Island (Southern) 7.0 1.0 7.0 dug
15. Berezova Northern 10.0? 0.4-1.0 2.0 good
16. Berezova Southern 5.0 0.4-1.0 2.0 good
17. Horobyni Islands (2) 1.7, 0.4 1.0 3.0 average
18. Dzvonkove 2.0 1.0 1.0-5.0 ruined
19. Tymonivsky Bir (Southern) 0.4-1.0 0.8 2.0 good
20. Tymonivsky Bir (Northern) 0.4 0.4 2.0 poor
21. Nakot Northern Lis 0.6 0.6 0.4 poor
22. Zabridky Middle (Haidukova Hill) [0.5 1.0 40.0 poor
23. Zabridky Southern (Kulykova Hill) |0.5 1.0 45.0 good
24. Mezin settlement 0.6 1.8 50.0 good
25. Shumeikivka (Mezin) ? ? ? ?
26. Syrivska Hill 2.0? 1.0 20.0-60.0 ?
27. Khoromky Southern 1.0? 0.79 40.0 Average
28. Khoromky Northern ? ? 50.0 field
29. Sverdliv Ferry ? ? 1.0 beach
30. Sverdliv School ? ? 7.0 dug
31. Sverdliv site (on Holovysv) 1.0 0.3-0.75 40.0 poor
32. Zaton 2.0? 0.5-1.2 1.0 average
33. Perelisky 1.0 0.5 7.0 average
34. Puzyreve 1.0? 0.7 1.0-9.0 poor
35. Khvostynske 0.9 0.7 10.0 poor
36. Puzyreve site 1.0 1.2 50.0 poor
37. Khotyn site, Northern 3.0 1.3 55.0 poor
38. Khotyn site, Southern 1.0 up to 1.0 | 60.0 poor
39. Radychivsky Gai 3.0? 1.0 45.0 poor
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Table 2
Finds of Ornamented Vessels of the Bronze Age in the Mezin Microdistrict
No. Site Middle Maryanivka Sosnytsa Lebedivka
Dnieper
1. Popova 25 277 1375 4?
2. Dubyna Western &
3. Dubyna Eastern 205 142 186 14
4. Kaduniv Hrudok — — 6 —
5. Ihnativsky Island 4 5 3 —
6. Horochky — — 50 —
7. Cherepytsya 2 — 3 —
8. Kozulya — — 40? —
9. Tyhayiv Hrudok (Hyrin) — 5 7 —
10. Khutoryshche 19 25 307 ?
11. Mezinsky Island 89 21 271
12. Karashevets (Ivantseve) — — 3? —
13. Sverdliv Island (Northern) 9 9 29 —
14. Sverdliv Island (Southern) 134 8 410 7
15. Berezova Northern &
16. Berezova Southern 86 9 430 106
17. Horobyni Islands (2) — 4 14 —
18. Dzvonkove 20 10 170 —
19. Tymonivsky Bir (Southern) 6 — 60 22
20. Tymonivsky Bir (Northern) — — 25 —
21. Nakot Northern Lis — — 140 —
22. Zabridky Middle (Haidukova Hill) — — 4 —
23. Zabridky Southern (Kulykova Hill) — — 20 —
24, Mezin settlement — 30 5? 3
25. Shumeikivka (z. Mezin) ? — 8 ?
26. Syrivska Hill School — — 8 —
27. Khoromky Southern — 90 15 —
28. Khoromky Northern ? — 6? —
29. Sverdliv Ferry 1 — 11 —
30. Sverdliv School ? — 10 —
31. Sverdliv site (Holovysv) — — 8 —
32. Zaton 2 — 118 —
33. Perelisky — 64 50 —
34. Puzyreve — 15 7 —
35. Khvostynske 3 15 20 —
36. Puzyreve site — — 3 —
37. Khotyn site, Northern — — 2 —
38. Khotyn site, Southern — — 3 —
39. Radychivsky Gai — 14 19 —
TOTAL: 605 743 3856 152
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Table 3
Finds of Ornamented Vessels of the Bronze Age from the Korop Microdistrict
No. Site Middle Maryanivka Sosnytsa
Dnieper

1. | Maslozavod 3 6 10
2. | Kruhlyk Island — 4 8
3. | Kovalenchykha Island 6?7 17 205
4. | Filonove-1 — 10 12
5. | Filonove-3 — 14 ?
6. | Filonove-2 — 7 3?
7. | Lysa Hora. Southern road 4 37 284
8. |Lysa Hora — — 4
9. | Lysa Hora Northern (Maltseve) 2 3 6
10. | Korop. Kibalchycha — 4 3
11. |Lysa Hora. Lake — — 5
12. | Kruhlyk Brook — — 7
13. |Lysa Hora — — 3
14. | Rybotyn. Piddubne 8 — 15
15. | Rybotyn. Baraniv Hrudok — — 20
16. | Obolonnie. Pier — — 3
17. | Obolonnie. Perelazna — 10 28
18. | Obolonnie. Zubeikivshchyna — — 26?

TOTAL: 27 112 642

surfaces, and thin finished vessels made of finely processed clay. The bright and
rather diverse ornaments of the vessels feature motifs of “barbed wire”, zig-zags,
combinations of inclined and horizontal lines, suspended triangles, fringed vertical
cuts, rhombuses, meanders, horizontal herring-bone patterns and vertical zig-zags.
Shoulders of the tulip-shaped vessels are often finished with a single circular rim.
Smoothly declined edge of the vessel’s neck is slightly sharpened and finished in
the shape of a “collar”. Smoothly salient profile of the vessel’s body is interrupted
only by the pulled “rope’s” edge. Additional, though not necessary elements of de-
coration were “pearls” along the neck, rarely along the body. Vessel bottoms were
small and flat. In addition to the dominating sharpened stick, a notched punch, and
in some cases, a fine cord were used as decoration tools (Fig. 2-6). A fragment of
the edge of an angobed cup, decorated with the Andronovo-style “ducks” swim-
ming towards each other (Fig. 3:4) was found on Mezin Island. Other finds include
decorated conic and biconic plummets.

The involvement of eastern and southern components may be assumed at the
very stage of formation of the Sosnytsa Culture. Here we mean the MCC, sites of
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Fig. 2. Ceramics of the Sosnytsa Culture: 1, 2 - Berezova; 3 - Popova; 4 - Sverdliv Island.
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Fig. 5. Ceramics of the Sosnytsa Culture (1-3) and a ceramic spindle (4): 1 - Popova; 2 - Dubyna
Eastern; 3 - Berezova; 4 - Khoromky.
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which occupied the southern forest-steppe area of the Sosnytsa Culture during the
previous period. The MCC finds are not represented in the Mezin microdistrict,
albeit its tradition may be observed in the motif of vertical herring-bone patterns
on the fragment of a biconic vessel found on Mezin Island (Fig. 3:3). It should be
noted that the Mnogovalikovaya ceramics spread not only in the Lower Seim, the
Desna and the Middle Dnieper areas, but further westward as far as the Carpathian
area [Sveshnikov 1990; Bandrivsky 1997]. This impulse — eastern by origin — could
not but play a certain role in the process of formation of the Trzciniec-Komarov
Culture and the historic community. Note the finds — though in different graves
— of the Sosnytsa bowl and an oval bone buckle, typical for the late MCC sites, at
the Bronze burial site in the village of Kazarovychi of the Kiev region (excavations
by V.A. Kruts).

The circle of possible eastern neighbours of the Sosnytsa population included
late Bronze cultures. The Desna-Oka watershed at the North-East, in the forest
zone, separated the Sosnytsa from the area of the Poznyakovo Srubnaya-type cul-
ture in the Oka basin opening up to the Upper Volga region [Bader, Popova 1987].
We have no information about visits of carriers of the Sosnytsa Culture to the Oka
basin. Meanwhile, O.N. Bader refers to the westbound movement of the Poznyakovo
population to the Upper Desna region, quoting materials from the excavations at
the Yudynovo soil grave at the right tributary of the Desna, the Sudost, in the Po-
garsky district of the Bryansk region of Russia, carried out by K.M. Polikarpovych,
and at the settlement near the village of Borovychi at the left bank of the Desna,
20 km north of Novhorod-Siversky of the Chernihiv region. This tremendously im-
portant observation identifies the western border of the sphere of influence of the
Poznyakovo Culture along the Pochep-Pohar-Novhorod Siversky and the Sudost ri-
ver line, i.e., along the current Ukrainian-Russian border. In this connection, there
is a need to take a closer look and evaluate the cultural origin of the Upper De-
sna sites to the east of the drawn line, which LI. Artemenko [1987] had no doubt
about attributing to the Sosnytsa Culture and, therefore, to the Trzciniec-Komarov
cultural-historic community.

First of all, let us consider the well-known complex from the mound near the
village of Kvetun of the Bryansk region, containing a bronze spearhead and a dagger
with a cast open-worked haft [Padyn 1963]. No similar burial ritual or items have
ever been found either in graves or settlements of the Sosnytsa Culture. There
are no ceramics in Kvetun, and there are no objective reasons for attributing that
complex to the Sosnytsa Culture. Meanwhile, similar sets of items were found three
times in graves of the Zasechnoye mound on the Middle Oka river, a classic mound
site of the Poznyakovo Culture [Chelyapov 1992:Fig. 6:1-2; 19:2-3; 26:1-2]. Those
graves did not display any signs of burial (the ritual of burying the corpse) either,
and no ceramics were found in two of the cases. A bronze spearhead was also
found at the Yudynovo mound, mentioned above in the context of the Poznyakovo
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penetrations, situated to the west of Kvetun in the neighbouring district of the
Bryansk region. The closest and direct analogue of the Kvetun dagger was found in
the Seima mound [Bader 1970:Fig. 51:B].

We believe that the sites investigated by L.I. Artemenko in the Bryansk-Desna
area should not be referred to the Sosnytsa Culture, but to the local Srubnaya-type
culture, genetically linked to the Poznyakovo Culture. Naturally, this issue demands
more thorough development, which is impossible without the publication of sites
studied by LI. Artemenko. In the context of the observations performed so far,
the Sosnytsa sites of the Mezin and the Kudlayivka microdistricts represent that
culture’s outpost at the Northern East.

Moving eastwards along the Seim, carriers of the Sosnytsa Culture contacted
the population of the Srubnaya cultural-historic community who lived on the Upper,
and partially Middle Seim. The outpost of the Sosnytsa Culture in the east is the
Putivl microdistrict in the district of the same name in the Sumy region on the
Ukrainian-Russian border. Further to the east, LI. Artemenko [1963] defines only
one Sosnytsa site: Kuzina Gora in the Kursk region. Apparently, the expansion
of the Sosnytsa area further to the Bryansk and Kursk regions was motivated by
LI. Artemenko’s desire to include Russian territories in the mass of the Tizciniec-
-Komarov community sites and, hence, in the issue of the search for the ancient
Baltic-Slavic language community. Using LI. Artemenko’s works, B.O. Rybakov
positively includes the above regions in the area of “ancient fore-Slavs” of the
second half of the second millennium BC* [1979:207; 1981:22].

The noticeable influence of the Srubnaya Culture on the Eastern Tizciniec Cul-
ture to the east of the Dnieper was mentioned only by S.S. Berezanskaya [1974:121]
in her description of the ceramics collection of the Pustynka settlement. Another
aspect of the influences is connected to the burial rite. The mounds look alien aga-
inst the background of soil graves and the cremation ritual, typical of the Sosnytsa
Culture. A mound containing a Srubnaya grave was excavated in the immediate pro-
ximity of the Sosnytsa borderline, near the village of Richky of the Bilopillya district
of the Sumy region [Dyadenko:1956]. The association of the Kharyivka mound near
Putyvl with the Sosnytsa Culture has been questioned [Molodtsov 1997]. There is a
repeatedly used grave in the centre of the mound, and three other graves are posi-
tioned with their heads towards the central grave. Altars under the burial mounds
or secondary graves in the centre are typical of the second period of the Pokrovsk
Srubnaya Culure. Fragments of a Sosnytsa pot in one of the Kharyivka graves also
link this site to the Sosnytsa Culture. V.A. Molodtsov’s assumption about the Ca-
tacomb age of that mound is not convincing, since the flint axe from the Kharyivka
site has analogues in the Poznyakovo Culture.

Another piece of evidence of the penetration of the Srubnaya Culture to the
Desna area is the burial mound complex in Sedniv of the Chernihiv district upon

* Authors used an uncalibrated version of C chronology (Editor).
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the Snov river (Samokvasov 1908:18-19). No traces of the body were found in the
spacious pit, but in the south-western corner of it there was a Srubnaya bronze
knife in a wooden sheath, with deep grooves between the rhombic flat stop and the
blade. This kind of knives in found in graves of the Berezhnivka-Mayivka Srubnaya
Culture, and their production is connected with the Loboikivka metallurgical centre.
The village of Sedniv was also the place where a Sosnytsa settlement and a ground
burial site containing cremations of the Sosnytsa Culture were found [Multanen,
Multanen 1997:92].

The most obvious evidence of the presence of the Srubnaya community in the
area of the Sosnytsa sites are materials from the Malopolovetske burial site of the
Fastiv district, the Kiev region, in the Ros area. Grave 12 alone (double, curled on
the right side, corpses oriented towards the North-East) produced 11 vessels and
definite fragments of Srubnaya ceramics [Lysenko 1996:Fig. 1:3-6; 8:11-16]. Another
group of ceramics from this complex is associated by the author of the excavations
with the Trzciniec-Komarov community. S.D. Lysenko referred the burial site to the
period of the developed Srubnaya Culture. However, recent investigations prove
that the right-side burial ritual and the presence of goblets on high conical bases
are characteristic of the late period of the Berezhnivka-Mayivka Culture following
our terminology [Otroshchenko, 1994; Lytvynenko 1994]. They prove the influence
of the steppe population on the culture of the dwellers of the Kievan Dnieper
area, up to direct proliferation of the Srubnaya individuals in the habitats of the
Trzciniec-Komarov community.

Goblets on a conic base, similar to the one found in Malopolovetske and to
the fragment from Mezin Island, spread when the forest-steppe Pokrovsk Srubnaya
Culture is about to cease to exist, and carriers of the Suskan-type of relics or the
Middle Volga Culture become eastern partners of the Sosnytsa population [Kolev
1991]. It should be noted that the ornament of alternating horizontal and oblique
lines on a sharp-edged pot from Malopolovetske is made in the Suskan tradition
[Lysenko 1996, Fig. 8]. The closest analogue to the ornament on the goblet from
Mezin Island (Fig. 3:3) is found on the back side of the ceramic casting mould found
in the Berezhnivka-Mayivka Srubnaya Culture of the Hrushova Balka settlement in
the Luhansk region near the Ukrainian-Russian border [Tatarinov 1979:261: Fig.
3:6], while the ornamental motif originates from the Andronovo community (the
Andronovo Culture) [Lysenko 1996:Table 3, 4, 5].

The analogy to the Luhansk region is not made here by chance: it was the
Donets ore-metallurgical centre that supplied raw materials — bronze ingots —
for the Loboikivka metalwork centre. The latter served the needs not only of the
population of the Berezhnivka-Mayivka Srubnaya Culture, but also of neighbouring
cultures of the forest-steppe zone from the Dnieper to the Volga [Tatarinov 1993].
The established system of contacts existed during that period across the vast territory
from the Urals to the Carpathians. The most noticeable of its material manifesta-
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Table 4
Synchronical table of cultures of the Bronze Age in Ukraine
Conv BC RIGHT DNIEPER BANK LEFT DNIEPER BANK Cal BC
L 900 Vysotske 1000
1000  Gava-Goligrady Chornolis Lebedivka Bondarykha
Bilohrudivka Bilozerka
A 1100
1200 Mali Budky
T 1300 Sabatinovka-2 1500
Noua-2 Berezhnivka-Mayivka-2 (Srubnaya)
1400 Eastern Trzciniec Sabatinovka-1 Sosnytsa
E 1500 Komarov Berezhnivka-Mayivka-1 (Srubnaya)
1600 Mongovalikovaya-2 Pokrovka Srubnaya Maryanivka 1900
1700 Strzyzow Mongovalikovaya-1
M
1800 Middle Dnieper Cord
| 1900 Donets Catacomb Ingul Catacomb 2350
D 2000 Subcarpathian Cord Early Catacomb
D 2100 Budzhak
L 2200
E 2300 2850
E 2400 Globular Amphora
Late Pit-Grave 3350
A 2500
R 2600 Gorodsk-Sofievka Usatovo
Kasperovka
L 2700 Early Pit, Repin

Y 2800 3600
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tions is the bronze riveted cauldron of the so-called “Cymmerian type”. The link
between those cauldrons set on conical bases, and cauldron-shaped goblets similar
to the one found in the Malopolovetske, was first noted by O.0. Krivtsova-Grakova
[1955:45: Fig. 9:9-10]. New materials obviously support that observation. Synchrony
of late Srubnaya knives, the Loboikivka-type razors, and cauldron-shaped goblets
and bronze hammered cauldrons on conical bases is confirmed by finds of such
items in closed complexes near the village of Vysoke, the Mykhailivsky district of
the Zaporizhya region [Otroshchenko, Rassamakin 1997] and near Komsomolske
of the Krasnoyarsky disrict, the Astrakhan region [excavations performed by V.V.
Plakhov 1998].

Three bronze cauldrons on conical bases, remarkable for their specific tulip-like
shape, originate from the former Kiev, Vollhynia and Podolya provinces. Habitually,
they are referred to the Cymmerian period [Bochkarev 1972:65: Fig. 2, 3, 4, §].
However, finds of similar cauldrons in the steppe zone are connected to complexes
of the Berezhnivka-Mayivka-Srubnaya Culture, and finds in the forest-steppe zone
— to relics of the Suskan type. Synchronization of those formations with relics of
the Trzciniec-Komarov community allows us, with substantial degree of certainty,
to link it with the finds of bronze riveted cauldrons from the right-bank Ukrainian
forest-steppe zone.

The material complex of the Sosnytsa Culture allows clear definition of its
place in the system of Ukraine’s archaeological cultures of the Bronze Age (Ta-
ble 4). Among the Late Bronze Age cultures, the Sosnytsa is synchronic with the
Eastern Trzciniec and the Noua Cultures in the West, and the Sabatinovka and
the Berezhnivka-Mayivka Srubnaya Cultures in the South. However, the lack of
dated artifacts in the closed complexes has not allowed so far to build an internal
periodical sequence of the Sosnytsa relics. Rather, actual attempts to build the pe-
riodical classification reflect the tendencies of the culture’s development which are
still difficult to split into separate phases in a convincing way.

The found instances of connection between the Sosnytsa population and its
eastern neighbours were caused, in our view, by the former’s need of raw mate-
rials for their foundry industry and its products. Most probably, the steppe people
exchanged raw materials and ready bronze items for products of agriculture offe-
red by populations of the Sosnytsa and other cultures of the Trzciniec-Komarov
community. This assumption, first made by N.N. Cherednichenko [1986:54], is still
relevant. Notwithstanding a number of settlements in good condition found in the
area, practically no excavations of the Sosnytsa sites in the Middle Desna basin have
been done. Further investigations, likely to be rather promising, will allow us to test
the above observations.

Translated by Inna Pidluska
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