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Editor’s Foreword

The Tizciniec Culture, Trzciniec Cultural Circle and Trzciniec Horizon are the
names of a cultural area in the borderland of Western and Eastern Europe at
the 2nd millenium BC. For over half a century a discussion has been going on
over the taxonomic identification (chronological and spatial) and genetic and ethnic
interpretation of this cultural unit.

In the debate, the 1980’s and 1990’s mark a significant cognitive turn caused
by the growth of the corpus of sources, the use of systematic methods for the study
of mobile sources and the proliferation of regional *C datings.

The present volume of ”Baltic-Pontic Studies” is an attempt to register this
breakthrough and a proposal for a new fitting of the Tizciniec phenomenon into
the synthesis of Early Bronze Age Europe. The records include rudiments of new
regional systematizations, foundations of their chronologies based on radiocarbon
datings and a discussion of the mechanisms of socio-cultural changes which gave
rise to the Trzciniec cultural area and later contributed to its disintegration.

A long-term intention of this volume giving a multifaceted view of the effects
of the said cognitive breakthrough is to encourage a careful scrutiny of the deve-
lopment mechanisms of the European Early Bronze Age Civilization, in particular
the role played in them by the societies inhabiting the drainages of the Baltic and
Pontic Seas.



Editorial comment

1. All dates in the B-PS§ are calibrated [see: Radiocarbon vol.28, 1986, and the
next volumes]. Deviations from this rule will be point out in notes.

2. The names of the archaeological cultures (especially from the territory of
the Ukraine) are standarized according to the English literature on the subject [e.g.
Mallory 1989]. In the case of a new term, the author’s original name has been
retained.

3. The place names located in the Ukraine have been transliterat from the
versions suggested by the author (i.e. from the Belorussian, Ukrainian, Polish or
Russian originals).
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Przemystaw Makarowicz

TAXONOMIC FOUNDATIONS OF THE TRZCINIEC
CULTURAL CIRCLE ON THE LOWER VISTULA

The drainage of the Lower and Middle Vistula is believed to be one of the
most important centers on the Polish Lowlands where Trzciniec groups formed
[Gardawski 1959; Kosko 1979; Czebreszuk 1996; Makarowicz 1998b]. The river was
a natural barrier separating the western (Kujawy) branch of the Trzciniec Cultural
Circle (TCC) from the eastern (Chelmno Land and Mazowsze) one [Czebreszuk
1996:152ff]. However, the Vistula’s river-bed was not a classic obstruction, being
wide and rather shallow. This is visible in a greater similarity of cultural develop-
ment between Kujawy and Chetmno Land than between the latter and Mazow-
sze and Podlasie traditionally believed to be territorial “cradles” of the TCC. Ku-
jawy and Chetmno Land are the north-westernmost compact enclave of the Circle
(Fig. 1).

The TCC is viewed by scholars in two ways. The older and more popular
view which may be called structural believes it to be an archaeological culture in-
cluded in a large circle of cultures, namely the Trzciniec-Sosnytsa-Komarov one
[Dabrowski 1972:81fF; 1987:6ff; Sveshnikov 1974:184; 1990a; Miskiewicz 1978:195;
Blajer 1989:441]. In early monographs the Tizciniec Culture (TC), both in its we-
stern and eastern versions [Berezanskaya 1972a; 1982; Dabrowski 1972; Miskie-
wicz 1978; Blajer 1989; Kryvaltsevich 1991; 1997; Kryvaltsevich, The Problems of
Identification. . ., in this volume], was believed to have been a macrospatial com-
munication society and was usually characterized on the basis of the traits of its
classical phase. Within this macrostructure, smaller territorial units were distingu-
ished and ranked as groups, the shape of which changed depending on the ad-
opted criteria [Gardawski 1959:16fF; Berezanskaya 1972:126-131; 1982; MiSkiewicz
1978:180 and 190; Blajer 1987; 1989; Sveshnikov 1990a; Kryvaltsevich 1991; 1997;
Taras 1995].

For a long time, the area on the Lower Vistula was included — following
the first professional TC systematization proposed by Aleksander Gardawski —
in its Lubna and partially Mazowsze-Podlasie group [Gardawski 1959; MiSkiewicz
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Fig. 1. The Lower Vistula enclave of the Trzciniec Cultural Circle (TCC): 1 - TCC range; 2 - area

covered by the paper.

1978; Blajer 1989]. A single attempt to alternatively divide the territory occupied
by the Trzciniec phenomenon, including the classification of its Kujawy-Chetmno
component [Blajer 1987], has not evoked much response in synthesizing works.
The second proposal how to interpret the Tizciniec phenomenon, put forward
by Aleksander Kosko [1979] and referring primarily to the Polish Lowlands, may
be called processual. In this concept, Trzciniec phenomena are believed to be a sign
that Decline Neolithic and Early Bronze societies of this area had reached a certain
stage of cultural integration or unification. The stage is a manifestation of the pro-
cess of varied dynamics of change in terms of chronology and space [Kosko 1979;
1991; 1994; 1994a]. This is why the concept of the Tizciniec Horizon (TH) was put
forth stressing the processive and dynamic nature of the phenomenon of integration
[Kosko 1979:197]. Under this concept, the classic package of “Trzciniec” indicators,
proposed already by A. Gardawski [1959], does not relevantly characterize the Low-
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lands groups of this cultural complex [Kos§ko 1979; Makarowicz 1995; 1998b; 1998c;
Czebreszuk 1996]. The horizon, to put it briefly, is rather a stage when things take
shape and develop than a culture in the sense of a stable structure. In the discussed
concept traditional divisions into territorial groups have been dismantled. Instead,
a hypothetical arrangement of spatial macrozones has been proposed in which inte-
gration factors, in the form of different cultural traditions, were very active [Kosko
1979:1971f; Czebreszuk 1996:155].

Within the outlined hypothesis one should also include the proposal of Janusz
Czebreszuk [1996] referring to an earlier concept of Andrzej Kempisty [1978]. Cze-
breszuk’s proposal entailed the division of TCC into the northern zone (basically
“sandy soil”) and southern (basically “loess soil”). The criteria of the division were
certain rules of behavior in the spheres of settlement, economy and social organi-
zation following from “Trzciniec” populations’ inhabiting different ecozones. The
same author developed the TH concept in Kujawy distinguishing within it a number
of taxonomic units having the rank of culture groups or development phases called
TH groups or structures (TH 1-TH 5).

A record should also be made of the proposal to define the TCC as a cultu-
ral package referring to a cognitively very interesting attempt to explain the phe-
nomenon of Bell Beakers [more: Czebreszuk 1998a; Czebreszuk, “Tizciniec”. An
Alternative. . ., in this volume].

To sum up these introductory remarks I would like to stress that the aim of
this paper is to try to substantiate the outlined view of the Lower Vistula (basically
Kujawy and Chetmno Land) branch of the TCC as a cultural transformation horizon.
Therefore, I suggest to characterize the Trzciniec phenomena recorded in this region
of the Polish Lowlands in the following categories: (I) conventional systematization
and (II) real systematization.

1. CONVENTIONAL SYSTEMATIZATION

Within the Lower Vistula branch of the TCC one may distinguish seven taxo-
nomic units now. These are structurally separate complexes of traits called horizons,
referring to the terminology adopted in the literature, and numbered from TH 1 to
TH 7. The distinguishing of two structures, TH 6 and TH 7, is a new proposal with
little foundation in sources.

The characterization of indicators of individual TH complexes (their indicator
assemblages) was based in principle on diagnostic traits of vessel pottery (macro-
and micromorphological, ornamentation and technology traits of vessels), only to



22

a small degree did it rely on bronze artifacts. It is shown synthetically together with
references to specific figures (Table 1). Radiocarbon dates of individual TH assem-
blages and cultures close chronologically are also presented (Table 2) [Makarowicz,
Absolute. . ., in this volume].

Trzciniec Horizon 1. In A. Ko§ko’s systematization this structure was equated with
the decline phase (IITa) of the Iwno Culture (IC) [Ko§ko 1979:86, Tab. 14]. In
J. Czebreszuk’s conception TH 1 is perceived as a Central Kujawy variety of the
TCC, starting the process of acquisition of “Trzciniec” traits by local groups of Bell
Beakers (BB), i.e. IC [Czebreszuk 1996: 152ff].

TH 1 complex occurred in central and northern portions of Kujawy and in the
Chelmno Land. Its origins are related to the territorial differentiation of the late
IC [Makarowicz 1998b:158 and 285ff].

The most significant TH 1 assemblages in terms of source potential include
a ritual feature in Biskupin, site 2a (Fig. 2A:3, 8, 9, 13 — the youngest phase
of its exploitation) [Gardawski et al. 1957; Grossman 1998] and the cemetery in
Bozejewice, site 33 (Fig. 2A:5). The settlement and cemetery in Zegotki, site 3 (Fig.
2A:6, 7, 11) and the settlements in Piecki, site 1 (Fig. 2A:1, 2) and in Grudziadz-
-Mniszek, site 3 (Fig. 2A:10) represent a transitional state from the late IC (phase
IIT) to TH 1 [Makarowicz 1998b:102ff; 1998c].

The structure characterized above may be dated, on the basis of analysis of
material indicators and *C datings, to the period from 1950/1900 to 1700/1650 BC
(Tab. 2; Fig. 3).

Trzciniec Horizon 2. This unit was previously known under the name of south-
-eastern group of the Iwno Culture [Kosko 1979:72ff; Czebreszuk 1988; 1996; Ma-
karowicz 1989] and considered as belonging to its refuge trend. The studies carried
out in the 1980°s and 199(’s have shown that the unit should be interpreted as
a syncretic post-Iwno and early Trzciniec group [Makarowicz 1998a; 1998b:103ff;
1998c; Czebreszuk 1996:160ff].

The taxonomic unit was not a homogeneous structure in terms of material trait
configuration. Generally speaking, its oecumene covered south-eastern and eastern
Kujawy and north-eastern Wielkopolska as well as the Lower Vistula drainage. In
similar stylistic configurations, the phenomenon is observable in Mazowsze [Gar-
dawski 1959], central Poland [Gasior 1975] and farther south-east [Taras 1995].
Hence, this is a phenomenon going far beyond the lowland areas. The rise of TH 2
complex was a result of an intensification of contacts between the groups of the
late phase of the IC and mainly “forrest Tizciniec” communities from Mazowsze
[Makarowicz 1998b:142-147; 1998c; Czebreszuk, Makarowicz, Szmyt 1998].

The most important sites of TH 2 are settlements in Rybiny, site 14 (Fig. 2B:14)
and site 17 (Fig. 2B:8, 10-12, 18), Jeziory, Zakowice, Szczepidio (Fig. 2B:17) and
Pruchnéw, site 23 (Fig. 2B:9) as well as cemeteries in Sarnowo, site 2, (Fig. 2B:4, 15),
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Janowice (Fig. 2B:13), Nowy Mlyn, Brze§¢ Kujawski, site 13, grave 5 (Fig. 2B:9),
and Pruszcz Gdafiski, site 10 (Fig. 2B:5-7) [Makarowicz 1998b; 1998c].

On the basis of the analysis of main material indicators and radiocarbon datings
TH 2 may be placed in the period from 1850/1800 to 1650/1600 BC (Tab. 2; Fig. 3).

Trzciniec Horizon 3. This taxon comprises a group of sources exhibiting traits as-
sociated with Trzciniec groups from Malopolska. In the originally proposed form,
TH 3 is a short-lived unit poorly documented with sources. These visible deficien-
cies make it hard to characterize it (especially spatially) in a way comparable to
the previously discussed structures. On the Polish Lowlands, this complex ends a
development stage of the Early Bronze culture dominated by IC patterns. Its origins
are related to the interaction of TH 1 societies (to a lesser degree of TH 2) with the
Matopolska and central Poland branch of the TCC [cf. Czebreszuk, Makarowicz,
Szmyt 1998; Makarowicz 1998b:151-155; 1998c].

The most important TH 3 sites include features from Brzes¢ Kujawski, site 4
(Fig. 2C:7) and site 5 (Fig. 2C:8, 9), Brze§¢ Kujawski, site 24 [Czebreszuk 1996:165]
and Machnacz, site 9 [Makarowicz 1998b]. On the basis of a radiocarbon date and
identification of material culture traits this complex can be dated to the period from
ca 1750 to 1650/1600 BC (Tab. 2; Fig. 3).

Assemblages illustrating the state of transformation from TH 1 to TH 3 inc-
lude settlements at Borowo, site 12 (Fig. 2C:1-4) [Ignaczak 1996; Czebreszuk 1996;
Makarowicz 1998b; 1998c| and Siniarzewo, site 1(Fig. 2C:5, 6) [Makarowicz 1998b;
1998d]. They combine southern traits of the Malopolska branch of the TCC, nor-
thern “Iwno” ones and those of the Mazowsze-Podlasie version of the Trzciniec
Circle. This structure may be placed in the border zone between taxa TH 1 and
TH 3 [Makarowicz 1998b:1051F; 1998c].

Relying on radiocarbon dates, the assemblage from Borowo, site 12, should be
dated to the period from 1750 to 1700 BC. Slightly later (1700-1600 BC) on the
chronological scale, one can place the feature from Siniarzewo, site 1 (Tab. 2; Fig. 3).

Trzciniec Horizon 4. This concept was initially believed to have been a separate
cultural unit, namely the Goszczewo group, which combined southern patterns of
the Mad’arovce (MaC), Vétefov (VC) and Otomani (OC) Cultures with northern
ones, mainly of the IC and the Globular Amphora Culture (GAC) [Czebreszuk
1987; 1996]. Its territory was limited to eastern Kujawy. Assemblages of this type are
associated at present with inspirations from the circle of the Filizesabony Culture
(FC) and MaC transmitted mainly by Malopolska communities of the Trzciniec
circle [Czebreszuk 1996; Czebreszuk, Szmyt, Makarowicz 1998; Makarowicz 1998b;
1998c¢].

The most representative assemblage of TH 4 is Goszczewo, site 14 (Fig. 2D:1-
-14) [Czebreszuk 1987; 1996:165fF). Next to it one can mention sites in Sedzin, site
49 (Fig. 2D:15), and Gora [Czebreszuk 1996].



26

No radiocarbon dates have been obtained for TH 4 yet. This cultural structure
may be dated roughly — following an analysis of pottery traits — to the period
from 1750-1450(?) BC (Tab. 2; Fig. 3).

Trzciniec Horizon 5. This unit includes assemblages displaying clear traits of the
Tumulus Culture (TuC). They have not been tied to any specific, compact territory
[Czebreszuk 1996; Makarowicz 1998b; 1998c]. In A. Kosko’s systematization [1979]
assemblages classified as TH 5 have been, in principle, identified with post-Iwno
and proto-Lusatian structures.

The most representative feature of TH 5 is the settlement in Opoki, site 7 (Fig.
2E:1-3, 9-13) [WozZniak 1988; Czebreszuk 1996]. The development of this complex
may have something in common with cemeteries at Wolica Nowa, site 1 (Fig. 2E:4-§,
17), Gustorzyn, site 1 (Fig. 2E:14-16) [ Grygiel 1987], Marcinkowo, site 9 and Wojdal,
site 1 [Czebreszuk 1996]. The origin of TH 5 is related to the impact of TuC societies
driving from the Middle Warta toward the north [Czebreszuk, Makarowicz, Szmyt
1998; Ignaczak, Makarowicz 1998; Makarowicz 1998c].

No radiocarbon dates have been obtained for TH 5 yet. Relying on the iden-
tification of pottery traits and the ornamentation of metal goods this structure may
be approximately dated to the period from 1650 to 1300 BC (Tab. 2; Fig. 3).

Trzciniec Horizon 6. TH 6 represents one of the syncretization trends between
“Trzciniec” and “Tumulus” patterns, i.e. the process of adaptation of TuC patterns
by late Trzciniec societies [Ignaczak, Makarowicz 1998]. A very low number of
assemblages do not permit us to assess the range of this phenomenon.

The most characteristic assemblages of this complex have been supplied by the
settlements at Piecki, site 1 (Fig. 2F:3, 7-9) [Makarowicz 1998b] and Dobieszewice,
site 2 (Fig. 2F:1, 2, 4-6), earlier subsumed under TH 5 [Czebreszuk 1996].

On the basis of *C datings and the analysis of movable sources, this taxon may
be placed roughly in the period between 1550 and 1350 BC (Tab. 2; Fig. 3).

Trzciniec Horizon 7. The origins of TH 7 are related to the transformations of
late Trzciniec structures into proto-Lusatian ones. In the Polish literature this state
of cultural transformations became to be called the £6d7 phase [Gardawski 1959;
1971; Wiklak 1963; Ignaczak, Makarowicz 1998]. The distinguished taxon — in the
strict sense — should be identified rather with the rise of the Lusatian Culture (LC)
on the Lower Vistula than with the “Trzciniec substratum”. The inclusion of this
structure in the TCC follows from still clear recessive TCC traits in TH 7 ceramics
inventories.

Representative assemblages of this complex can be found in Kujawy. Among
sepulchral ones are Brze§¢ Kujawski, site 13 (the oldest stage of the cemetery;
Fig. 2G:1) [Kraszewski 1996; Gardawski 1971], Krusza Podlotowa, site 8 [Czebre-
szuk, Ignaczak, L.o§ 1997] and Wéjcin (Fig. 2G:2) [Czebreszuk 1996:178]. Settle-
ment assemblages include those from Kuczkowo, site 5 [Ignaczak, Makarowicz, The
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Table 2

Radiocarbon datings of lwno Culture, Trzciniec Horizon, Tumulus Culture and Lusatian Culture as-
semblages on the Polish Lowlands

No Cultural Site, feature Material Context ILaboratory| Conv BP Cal BC
unit* number
1 IC1I Narkowo 16, . 23 charcoal |settlement feature |Ki-5604 |[3930+£70 |[2380+101
2 |icu Siniarzewo 1, f. H 21 bones | grave Ki-6239 | 382050 [2359+85
3 |icu Siniarzewo 1, f. H 21 bones | grave Ki-5908 | 368050 |2044£80
4 |ICII Mycielewo 1 bones grave Ki-6334 |3670+40 [2028+73
5 |icn Mycielewo 1 bones | grave Ki-6333  |3610+45 |1948+64
6 IC I Torun 243, skupisko 1 charcoal |settlement feature | Gd-7228 | 3600150 |1942475
7 IC I Siniarzewo 1, f. H 201 bones settlement feature | Ki-5916 |3590450 |1928480
8 IC I Siniarzewo 1, f. H 201 bones settlement feature |Ki-5917 |3520340 |1815158
9 |ICHI-TH1 |Zegotkil,f A 112 bones settlement feature | Ki-6896 |3605450 |1946473
10 |IC II-TH 1 | Zegotki 1, f. A 89 bones settlement feature | Ki-6102 |358074-30 | 1900455
11 |IC II-TH 1 | Zegotki 1, f. A 47 bones grave Ki-6902 | 354540 |1837+64
12 |ICTI-TH 1 |Zegotki 1, f. A 47 bones | grave Ki-6103 |3540+45 |1835+67
13 |ICTI-TH 1 |Zegotki 1, f. A 47 bones | grave Ki-6908 |3540+40 [1831+63
14 |IC II-TH 1 | Zegotki 1, f. A 47 bones grave Ki-6904 |3540£30 [1829+55
15 |IC II-TH 1 | Zegotki 1, f. A 47 bones grave Ki-6905 |3525430 [1819+51
16 |ICTI-TH 1 |Zegotki 1, f. A 47 bones | grave Ki-6903 |3520435 |1816+54
17 |IC II-TH 1 | Zegotki 1, f. A 47 bones grave Ki-6907 |3515430 [1811+£51
18 |ICTI-TH 1 |Zegotki 1, f. A 47 bones | grave Ki-6906 |3505+35 [1805+55
19 |IC II-TH 1 | Zegotki 1, f. A 47 bones grave Ki-6101 | 3490+45 [1798+65
20 |TH1 Biskupin 2a, ditch charcoal | ditch T Gd-6664 | 36302100 | 19804-146
21 |TH1 Biskupin 2a, ditch bones ditch II Ki-6308 |3620+45 |1954+64
22 |TH1 Biskupin 2a, ditch bones transversal ditch Ki-6309 | 3610445 [1948+61
23 |TH1 Biskupin 2a, ditch bones | ditch IT Ki-6307 |3600+40 |1938+77
24 |TH?2 Rybiny 17, f. 1 bones | settlement feature | Ki-5589 |3560+50 |1854+£77
25 |TH?2 Rybiny 17, f. 1 charcoal |settlement feature |Ki-5125 |35204-40 | 1815458
26 |TH?2 Rybiny 17, f. 1 charcoal |settlement feature | Ki-5590 | 3480460 | 1780181
27 |TH2 Rybiny 14, f. 9 charcoal |settlement feature | Gd-2297 | 3470480 | 17774105
28 |TH?2 Rybiny 17, f. 1 bones settlement feature | Ki-5128 |3450460 | 1732490
29 |TH2 Rybiny 17, f. 1 bones settlement feature | Ki-5127 |3420£55 |1686+76
30 |[TH2 Rybiny 17, f. 1 shells settlement feature | Ki-5126 |33907445 |1667463
31 |TH1/3 Borowo 12, f. 19E charcoal |settlement feature |Ki-5608 |[3520+60 |1814+78
32 |TH1/3 Siniarzewo 1, {. E 95 bones settlement feature | Ki-5907 |3410340 |1681154
33 |TH1/3 Borowo 12, {. 19 charcoal |settlement feature |Ki-5605 |3380+55 |1635+76
34 |TH1/3 Siniarzewo 1, . G 144 bones settlement feature | Ki-6503 |3310345 |15611+59
35 |TH3 Kuczkowo 1, f. D 105 bones settlement feature | Ki-6490 |3305140 |1559454
36 |THG6 Piecki 1, f. 47 bones settlement feature | Ki-5682 |3240125 |1477430
37 |TH7 Zgtowiaczka 3,f. 3 bones settlement feature | Ki-6886 |326045 |1499+58
38 |TH7 Krusza Podlotowa 8, f. 3 | bones grave Gd-5118 |3190+60 |1446£58
39 |TH? Radojewice 29, f. 110 |bones | grave Ki-6883 |3590+40 |1930+66
40 |TH? Radojewice 29, f. 110 |bones | grave Ki-6884 |3540+45 |1835+67
41 | TuC Szczepidlo 17, 1. 5 bones settlement feature | Ki-5591 |326074-50 | 1502463
42 | TuC Szczepidio 17, £. 12 bones settlement feature | Ki-5592 |3180470 |1438475
43 |LC Narkowo 9, f. 1 charcoal |settlement feature | Gd-2288 [3290490 |1540+99
44 |LC Siniarzewo 1, f. H 91 bones settlement feature | Ki-6250 |3160340 |1421444
45 |LC Siniarzewo 1, f. H 91 bones settlement feature |Ki-6251 |3120435 |13731+47
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No Cultural Site, feature Material Context ILaboratory| Conv BP Cal BC
unit* number
46 |LC Siniarzewo 1, f. H 114 bones settlement feature | Ki-6248 |30801-40 |1331458
47 |LC Siniarzewo 1, f. H 80 bones settlement feature | Ki-6249 |3070340 |1319460
48 |LC Siniarzewo 1, f. J 103 bones settlement feature | Ki-6574 |3065135 |1315457
49 |LC Siniarzewo 1, f. I 392 bones settlement feature | Ki-6577 |3040340 |1285470
50 |LC Siniarzewo 1, £. 1 95 bones settlement feature | Ki-6578 |3025140 |12651+76
51 |LC Siniarzewo 1, f. I 320 bones settlement feature | Ki-6579 |3010335 |1236173
52 |LC Siniarzewo 1, f. 11 bones settlement feature | Ki-6576 | 2970435 |1162470
53 |LC Siniarzewo 1, f. I 282 bones settlement feature | Ki-6581 |2960140 |11431+74
54 |LC Siniarzewo 1, f. H 54 bones settlement feature | Ki-6580 |2955440 [1139473
55 |LC Siniarzewo 1, f. K 164 bones settlement feature | Ki-6573 2950440 [1131473
56 |LC Siniarzewo 1, f. J 202 bones settlement feature | Ki-6575 |2925440 |1094173
57 |LC Narkowo 9, . 175 charcoal |settlement feature | Gd-2619 |2880+80 |1029+119
58 |LC Bozejewice 8, f. 5 bones grave Gd-2171 |2850480 |995+112

* IC - Iwno Culture, TH - Tizciniec Horizon, TuC - Tumulus Culture, L.C - Lusatian Culture
Sources: Czebreszuk 1996; Grossmann 1998; Ignaczak, Makarowicz 1998; Makarowicz 1998b; 1998¢c

Problem. . ., in this volume] and Zglowiaczka, site 3 (Fig. 2G:3, 4) [Makarowicz
1998c¢].

Relying on *C dates and on identification of stylistic traits of pottery, the
complex may be tentatively dated to the period between 1500/1450 and 1400/1350
BC (Tab.2; Fig. 3).

2. REAL SYSTEMATIZATION

The above presented evolution sequence of TH structures in Kujawy permits us
to set the period of development of the Lower Vistula branch of TCC at the period
from 1950/1900 BC to ca 1400/1350 BC, i.e. 550-600 years. Radiocarbon datings
and an analysis of changes of characteristics of major material indicators confirm an
earlier hypothesis about partial synchronous occurrence of these cultural structures
(Table 3) [Makarowicz, Absolute. . ., in this volume]. This is strong evidence in favor
of the hypothesis about many parallel lines of cultural development on the Lower
Vistula in the times of the TH [Czebreszuk 1996; Makarowicz 1998b; 1998c].

On the scale of quintessential periodization [Topolski 1984] the distinguished
taxonomic units may be subsumed under three horizons. It seems that they repre-
sent real (essential) cultural changes — social, economic, settlement, demographic,
ideological and ritual — which generated communities representing individual TH
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complexes and in which such communities participated. The full line of argument
being the basis for distinguishing the Early Trzciniec, Classic Trzciniec and Late Trzci-
niec Horizons goes beyond the discussion of sources as such. This, however, is not
the aim of this article (for broader discussion see Makarowicz 1998b; Czebreszuk,
Makarowicz, Szmyt 1998]. Therefore, I shall restrict myself to a short taxonomic
characterization drawing lines of division between successive, quintessential deve-
lopment stages of the TCC in Kujawy [more on this subject Makarowicz 1998b].

The proto-Trzciniec Horizon (2400/2350-1950/1900 BC; Fig. 3) comprises phe-
nomena of various origin that initiate the process of acquisition of Tizciniec traits
by societies of such cultures as the Single Grave Culture (SGC), BB, IC, the decline
GAC and the so-called Linin group (LG) of the Nemen (Nemunas) Culture. In the
Lower Vistula drainage, the main role in this process was played by the IC. It is
within this culture that first models of cultural behavior and prototypes of material
culture specific to the TCC appeared.

The Early Trzciniec Horizon (1950/1900 BC — 1850/1800 BC, Fig. 3) was
an effect of transformations inside the IC, in particular of the beginnings of its
territorial differentiation. TH 1, genetically related to the IC, exhibits also recessive
traits of the decline GAC.

In the Classic Trzciniec Horizon (1850/1800 BC — 1650/1600 BC, Fig. 3) Tizci-
niec communities began to develop along parallel lines. The IC was then finally
dismembered into smaller spatial structures. Around 1750/1700 BC there co-existed
next to each other societies representing TH 1 (and TH 1/3), TH 2, TH 3 and TH 4
(in its initial stage of development). TH 1/3, TH 2 and TH 3 still display clear (TH
1/3 and TH 2) or less unequivocal (TH 3) “Iwno” patterns. In TH 2 assemblages,
there are recorded traits of “forest-East European” cultures (LG) and those of the
Mazowsze-Podlasie branch of the TCC. TH 3 also initiates contacts with the Mato-
polska and Central Poland branches of the Trzciniec Circle. These interactions are
later continued by TH 4 societies whose material implements reveal MaC, VC and
Fiizesabony Cultur (FC) patterns.

Generally speaking, HT 1 (TH 1/3) and TH 2 structures represent Trzciniec
societies of the “northern” type, whereas the remaining ones, beginning with TH 3,
are examples of Trzciniec societies of the “southern” type.

The Late Trzciniec Horizon (1650/1600-1300/1250 BC, Fig. 3) is made up of
structures of late TH 4 and especially of TH 5, TH 6 and TH 7 exhibiting TuC traits
as well as proto-Lusatian ones of the so-called £.6d7 phase [ Gardawski 1971] or £6d?
Horizon [Kosko 1979]. This is a stage of gradual decomposition and disintegration
of the Tizciniec phenomenon on the Polish Lowlands. The stage ushered a cultural
change that gave rise to the LC — a stable farming culture — in that area after
1500 years of domination of societies preferring a mobile lifestyle.

A fundamental question calling for a solution is the interpretation of the ta-
xonomic units distinguished in the Lower Vistula drainage. The question is: which



30

cal
BC |HB
1000
1100 4 HA
&
D
5
1200 3
P4
<
D =
1300 )
3
o}
1400 TH7
B2 TH6 o
TH5 w
1500 £
TUMULUS S
CULTURE 2z
B1 [= 8
1600 L g
TH4 <
TH1/3 T
TH3 O
1700 0lz
TH2 | 82N
no=
A2 SES
1800 TH 1 OFT
1900 IC Zo¢g
phase | XR %
n ue
GAC
phaco 2
Z
Al 5
GAC N
2100 - phase E >
b IC 689
phase ==
I 28
2200 | aT
PUC
GAC
phase
2300 lita c
phase
I
2400 |
cwe
2500 |

Fig. 3. Cultural and chronological systematization in the Lower Vistula zone of the Polish Lowlands.
CWC-Corded Ware Culture; GAC-Globular Amphora Culture; IC-Iwno Culture; LC-Lusatian Culture;
PUC-Proto-Unéstice Culture; TH-Trzciniec Horizon; Tu-Tumulus Culture.
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of them — in terms of real (“living”) culture — are manifestations of spatial units
(territorial groups) and which are rather emanations of chronological units (indi-
vidual development phases of the TCC Lower Vistula enclave)? There is no clear
answer to this question now.

It seems that some Trzciniec Horizon complexes: HT 1, HT 2 and possibly HT 5
can be identified with supralocal (or even supraregional) groups of the Great Valley
branch of the TCC [more in Makarowicz 1998b]. Such an interpretation of the
remaining complexes (TH 1/3, TH 3, TH 4, TH 6 and TH 7) is not possible at present
because of the scarcity of sources, on the basis of which they were distinguished. It
may be tentatively assumed that they reveal rather local states of transformation of
above named structures.

3. CONCLUSIONS

The rise of the Lower Vistula branch of the TCC was a complex process ge-
nerated by several interrelated factors [Makarowicz 1998b]. A major one, which
may be taken to be the prime cause, was the intensification of intergroup contacts,
both local and long-distance. An important role in the intensification of intercultu-
ral interactions was played by various forms of long distance and local exchange.
What was exchanged were prestige objects, raw materials and livestock. Another
factor was the spreading of specific economic and settlement rules and last but not
least social and ideological patterns. The circulation of such patterns and ideas did
not entail each time migrations of large human groups. A relative standardization
of material culture and of economic, settlement and social behavior was rather an
effect of the spreading of the network of contacts by setting up permanent forms
of intergroup cooperation and competition following from the alliances of indivi-
dual village and local communities. It was also a result of exogamy, participation in
common ceremonies and rituals, approval for specific values, ideas and patterns of
cultural behavior

A parallel development and the complexity of the processes taking place in
the Eastern Great Valley zone of the Polish Lowlands — a cultural and settlement
province located at the junction of parallel and meridian axes of important routes
of movement of people and cultural patterns — brought about the rise of a number
of TH structures, of supralocal dimension, on the Lower Vistula.

Translated by Piotr T. Zebrowski
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