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Editor's ForewordThe Trz
inie
 Culture, Trz
inie
 Cultural Cir
le and Trz
inie
 Horizon are thenames of a 
ultural area in the borderland of Western and Eastern Europe atthe 2nd millenium BC. For over half a 
entury a dis
ussion has been going onover the taxonomi
 identi�
ation (
hronologi
al and spatial) and geneti
 and ethni
interpretation of this 
ultural unit.In the debate, the 1980's and 1990's mark a signi�
ant 
ognitive turn 
ausedby the growth of the 
orpus of sour
es, the use of systemati
 methods for the studyof mobile sour
es and the proliferation of regional 14C datings.The present volume of "Balti
-Ponti
 Studies" is an attempt to register thisbreakthrough and a proposal for a new �tting of the Trz
inie
 phenomenon intothe synthesis of Early Bronze Age Europe. The re
ords in
lude rudiments of newregional systematizations, foundations of their 
hronologies based on radio
arbondatings and a dis
ussion of the me
hanisms of so
io-
ultural 
hanges whi
h gaverise to the Trz
inie
 
ultural area and later 
ontributed to its disintegration.A long-term intention of this volume giving a multifa
eted view of the e�e
tsof the said 
ognitive breakthrough is to en
ourage a 
areful s
rutiny of the deve-lopment me
hanisms of the European Early Bronze Age Civilization, in parti
ularthe role played in them by the so
ieties inhabiting the drainages of the Balti
 andPonti
 Seas.



Editorial 
omment1. All dates in the B-PS are 
alibrated [see: Radio
arbon vol.28, 1986, and thenext volumes℄. Deviations from this rule will be point out in notes.2. The names of the ar
haeologi
al 
ultures (espe
ially from the territory ofthe Ukraine) are standarized a

ording to the English literature on the subje
t [e.g.Mallory 1989℄. In the 
ase of a new term, the author's original name has beenretained.3. The pla
e names lo
ated in the Ukraine have been transliterat from theversions suggested by the author (i.e. from the Belorussian, Ukrainian, Polish orRussian originals).



Balti
-Ponti
 Studiesvol. 6: 1998, 156-164PL ISSN 1231-0344Sªawomir KadrowTHE CENTRAL EUROPEAN DIMENSION OF THEDECLINE OF THE EARLY BRONZE AGE CIVILIZATION.THE TRZCINIEC SOCIO-CULTURAL SYSTEM AT THEOUTSET OF ITS CAREERI have raised the issue of the ne
essity to investigate the spreading of theTrz
inie
 Culture in the western zone of its range in the 
ontext of the de
lineof the Early Bronze Age 
ivilization already in several publi
ations [Kadrow 1995;Górski, Kadrow 1996℄. In this paper I shall attempt to re
onstru
t the fall of the\Early Bronze world". The fall gave way to the development of 
ultures where theso
io-
ultural pro
ess unfolded along new prin
iples. One of them was the Trz
inie
Culture. 1. AN OUTLINE OF THE HISTORY OF DEVELOPMENT OF THECULTURAL UNITS OF THE EARLY BRONZE AGE IN EUROPEIn his latest approa
h, Jan Ma
hnik [Kozªowski, Ma
hnik 1996℄ pla
es the ori-gins of the Bronze Age in Europe in the drainage of the Middle and Lower Danubein the time 
orresponding to the de
line of the Vu�
edol Culture. Under the impa
t ofAegean-Anatolian in
uen
es | around 2500-2400 BC | several 
ultures 
ame intobeing in
luding Somogyv�ar-Vinkov
i, Mak�o-Kosihy-�Caka, S
hne
kenberg-Glina III.They were all 
hara
terized by a signi�
ant degree of similarity of material 
ulturetraits. It should be stressed, however, that these populations knew only the te
h-nology of making 
opper (possibly gold) goods whi
h were produ
ed on a rathersmall s
ale.A 
omparison of the ranges of su
h De
line Neolithi
 
ultures as Corded Wareand Bell Beakers with the pla
es where sour
es of 
opper and tin were availablegives a rough estimate of the borders of the se
ondary 
radle of the European EarlyBronze Age 
ivilization [Shennan 1986℄ or European Early Bronze Age 
ivilizationin the stri
t sense of the term and its immediate \parents". The 
radle 
ould have



157been lo
ated in southern and 
entral Germany, the Cze
h Republi
 and the adja
entportion of Austria. The entirely new 
ultural quality that was being born there tookform, to some degree, under the impa
t of the said Middle Danube 
ultural 
enter.At the turn of the 3rd millennium BC, there developed su
h 
ultures as Straubing,Adlerberg, Unterw�olbling and �Un�eti
e (Fig. 1). Only the �rst two of the above listed
ultures had a developed inventory of metal artifa
ts, mainly ornaments, alreadyaround 2200 BC. Somewhat later, about 2000 BC, metallurgy developed in theremaining two 
ultures, too. It is from that moment that bronze artifa
ts beganto appear in mass quantities. Besides already known small wire and sheet metalprodu
ts, 
asting of larger obje
ts, e.g. raised-edge axes, began on a large s
ale(Fig. 2).This latter stage of the Early Bronze Age is related to the 
lassi
al phase ofthe �Un�eti
e Culture. Paradoxi
ally enough, the oldest \
lassi
al" �Un�eti
e bronzeobje
ts appeared in northern (Melz) and 
entral (Helmsdorf and Leubingen) Ger-many and in Wielkopolska (��ki Maªe). Admittedly, these assemblages do 
ontainelements from the Carpathian Basin (gold Lo
kenring in Helmsdorf) [
f. Gr�o�ler1907℄ and Transylvania (Sant� Dragomires�ti-type i
e-axe in Melz) [
f. Rassmann,S
hokne
ht 1997℄, but they no longer de
ide on the 
hara
ter of the assemblages.Having a pe
uliar trait of their own, they are representatives of a new and singular
ivilizational 
enter that 
ame into being in the northern periphery of the emerging�Un�eti
e Cultural Cir
le about 2000 BC (Fig. 1:2). For the next 200 years, the Cir
lewas in its 
lassi
al phase a dominant 
ultural fa
tor in broadly understood CentralEurope. It also exerted a strong in
uen
e on the development of 
ultural groups insouthern England (Wessex), southern S
andinavia (beginnings of the Nordi
 Cir
le)and in Spain (El Argar Culture). Emulations or even imports of �Un�eti
e daggersare found in Gree
e and Anatolia, too.In the period under dis
ussion, areas of Central-Western Europe, despite a di-vision into three fundamentally di�erent provin
es of burial rituals (Ble
hkreiskul-turen, �Un�eti
e and Nordi
), are strongly uni�ed in that they are saturated with hugeamounts of diverse metal goods. So numerous an appearan
e of su
h goods wasa response to a great demand for prestige obje
ts by lo
al 
ommunities, whi
h is anindire
t indi
ation of advan
ed pro
esses of their spontaneous so
ial di�erentiationor ranking [Larsson 1986; Vandkilde 1996℄. In addition, these goods took part inideology materialization pro
esses of so
ieties undergoing transformations [Larsson1986℄. Equally important was the fa
t that many of these goods (ne
kla
es with eyes,raised-edge axes) served as obje
t money? [Shennan 1993; Sommerfeld 1994℄. It hasto be made absolutely 
lear that this \money" did not fun
tion then as a measureof market value 
ontrary to the 
ultures of the 
ontemporaneous Middle East [
f.Klengel 1995℄. It was rather a measure of \transa
tions" entered into with a deity[H�ansel 1997℄. Analogies to the My
enaean world suggest that the Early BronzeAge so
ieties of Central-Western Europe were still 
ompletely immersed in various
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F i g . 1. Map of sele
ted Early Bronze Age sites in Central Europe. A - Ble
hkreiskulturen sites, B - sitesof 
lassi
 phase of the �Un�eti
e Culture in the northern zone, C - sites of 
lassi
 phase of the �Un�eti
eCulture in the southern zone, D - F�uzesabony/Otomani-Mad'arov
e-V�ete�rov Cultural Cir
le sites, E -Epi-Corded Carpathian Cultural Cir
le sites, F - western and southern limits of dense settlement of theTrz
inie
 Culture; 1 - Straubing, 1a - Singen, 2 - Melz, 3 - Leubingen, 4 - Helmsdorf, 5 - ��ki Maªe, 6 -B�rezno, 7 - Polepy, 8 - Blu�
ina, 9 - Otomani, 10 - F�uzesabony, 11 - Ni�zn�a My�sl'a 12 - Spi�ssky �Stvrtok,13 - Trz
ini
a, 14 - Mad'arov
e, 15 - V�ete�rov, 16 - Vesel�e, 17 - Hole�sov, 18 - Kietrz, 19 - Iwanowi
e, 20- Mierzanowi
e, 21 - Ko�si
e, 22 - Strzy»ów, 23 - Gródek, 24 - Zdoªbi
a.types of barter systems. An ar
haeologi
ally per
eivable manifestation of the high
omplexity of so
ial life in the areas in question was the 
ustom of hoarding.The Central European 
ivilization type of the Early Bronze Age was a lo
alphenomenon without any 
ounterparts in other parts of the 
ontinent and the ad-ja
ent portions of the Old World. Let me remind the reader that the magni�
ent
ulture of an
ient Egypt whi
h used a s
ript, built monumental ar
hite
ture, organi-zed a vast territorial state, developed stable forms of power of a 
omplex stru
tureand | what is most important | owing to the strength and attra
tiveness of its
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F i g . 2. Syn
hronization of sele
ted 
ultural phenomena based on radio
arbon and dendro
hronologi
aldating (in part following Furm�anek, Velia�
ik, Vlad�ar 1991; Krause 1996; Rassmann 1996): A - Singen,B - Melz, C- Leubingen, D - Helmsdorf, E - Ni�zn�a My�sl'a, F - Blu�
ina, Budkovi
e, B�oheimkir
hen,Guttenbrunn, Waidendorf, G - beginnings of the Trz
inie
 Culture and the period when it be
amea dominant 
ultural phenomenon in eastern and 
entral Poland.
ivilization developed over the period of more than two thousand years pra
ti
allymade do without bronze metallurgy. Also highly developed territorial states in theMiddle East, whi
h, to be sure, knew the te
hnology of smelting bronze alreadyearlier, never developed produ
tion of goods made of this alloy on so large a s
aleas did the so
ieties of the western part of Central Europe.A spe
i�
 
hara
teristi
 of the Central-Western European 
ivilization is thena great advan
e of pro
esses of internal di�erentiation of so
ieties in the environ-ment of te
hnologi
ally advan
ed metallurgy and a developed long-range ex
hange.This is eviden
ed by an in
redibly heavy demand for symbols of prestige in theform of metal obje
ts. The basi
 type of so
ial ties must have 
ontinued to be bloodties (e.g. 
lans) with underdeveloped or non-existent territorial or politi
al stru
tu-res [
f. Harding 1984; Rowlands 1984; Sherratt 1984℄. Unlike the Middle EasternBronze Age, the so
ial di�erentiation was not a

ompanied by elaborate stru
turesof territorial states, urbanization or 
omplex forms of authority. Apart from pre-stige metal obje
ts, there were not any other means of regulating so
ial life as, forinstan
e, state institutions, 
oer
ion of authority, laid down laws of su

ession, legal



160systems (
ase of Hammurabi), s
ript used to preserve tradition, et
. Consequently,the so
io-
ultural stru
tures in that area were not permanent while 
ultural 
hangesdid not take the form of a 
ontinuous a

umulation of experien
e from the past.During the �rst four 
enturies of the Bronze Age there emerged as manyas three independent 
enters of 
ultural and te
hnologi
al innovations. The �rst
overed the areas of the Upper Danube (2200-2050 BC), the se
ond stret
hed overthe territory of the northern ranges of the �Un�eti
e Culture (2050-1900BC) while thethird 
omprised Bohemia and Moravia (1900-1750 BC. The last mentioned 
enterwas 
hara
terized by an unusually high 
on
entration of hoards in
luding so-
alled\obje
t" money [Gerlo� 1993; Innerhofer 1997℄.The fourth 
enter, developing in the northeastern part of the Carpathian Basinin 1750-1400 BC as a 
omplex of F�uzesabony, Mad'arov
e and V�ete�rov Cultures(Fig. 1), 
onstitutes a new quality in the hitherto 
ivilizational arrangement of theEarly Bronze Age. It developed in 
lose 
onta
t with the Aegean world. Beginningsof more permanent politi
al and territorial stru
tures, proto-
ities (Bar
a, Otomani)[
f. Bintli� 1984℄, monumental stone ar
hite
ture (Spi�ssk�y �Stvrtok), relatively nu-merous gold obje
ts next to ri
h bronze produ
tion and numerous stylisti
 elementstestify to 
lose similarities to the My
enaean Culture [Vlad�ar 1973℄. It 
an be su-spe
ted that, together with those material 
ulture 
omponents, the world knownfrom the oldest strata of Homer's works made its debut in the Carpathian Basin.Next to blood ties that 
ontinued to play an important role as a ba
kbone of so
iallife there appeared strong territorial ties as well as loyalty to the dynasty. It is exa
tlyfrom Homer that we know of the latter 
hara
teristi
 and the 
ult of heroes whosefeats are remembered in songs [Hauser 1974; Hammond 1977; Lu
e 1987℄.The �fth 
ivilizational 
enter, the beginnings of whi
h should be dated as 
on-temporaneous with the F�uzesabony, Mad'arov
e and V�ete�rov 
omplex, was the
ir
le of Nordi
 
ultures [Vandkilde 1996℄. Despite noti
eable in
uen
es from theCarpathian Basin it had a very singular 
hara
ter.Next to the above mentioned 
ultural 
enters, the development of Epi-Corded,Carpathian Cultural Cir
le (ECCC) 
an be observed [
f. Ma
hnik 1972℄. Rea
hingba
k at least to 2300 BC, its beginnings pre
ede the mature 
ultures of the BronzeAge. In its emergen
e a dominant role was played by the Corded Ware Culture andto some degree the Bell Beaker Culture with persistent southeastern inspirations.Unlike the �Un�eti
e 
ir
le and Ble
hkreiskulturen, whi
h developed under a predo-minant in
uen
e of the Bell Beaker Culture (BBC), ECCC's image (as the nameitself shows) was 
hie
y formed by the Corded Ware Culture [Kadrow 1995℄.A strong territorial behavior of Mierzanowi
e Culture populations, ECCC'smajor 
omponent, was manifested by a stable network of large and long-lastinghead settlements. Extreme 
onsisten
y was also exhibited in observing stri
t rulesof funerary rites. With the ex
eption of the late phase, the dominating rule of so
iallife organization was based on sex following \Late Neolithi
, Corded" patterns. It



161was only in lo
al groups of the late phase (e.g. Sambor and Szarbia) that ranking, orspontaneous internal di�erentiation of so
ieties, 
ame to the fore whi
h had alreadyprevailed elsewhere sin
e the domination of the BBC. A low number of metalobje
ts, pra
ti
ally no bronze goods, with few other types of artifa
ts whi
h 
ouldbe taken for prestige obje
ts testify to a very low intensity, as 
ompared to other
ivilizational 
enters, of so
ial di�erentiation pro
esses within the Mierzanowi
eCulture [Kadrow 1995℄.Worth noti
ing is the fa
t of independent 
ultural development of the dis
ussed
ir
le in a long time perspe
tive. However, it is not 
lear whether it was an e�e
t ofnot parti
ipating in the long-range, inter
ultural ex
hange of mainly metal obje
ts.It may have been quite the opposite, namely, the isolationism of human groupsof this 
ulture was too diÆ
ult an obsta
le to over
ome for possible initiators ofa long-range ex
hange. Examples of quite a few imitations of metal prestige ob-je
ts (popular in 
ivilizational 
enters) whi
h were made by Mierzanowi
e Culturepopulations from other raw-materials, mainly stone (
int axes, si
kles, spearheadsor daggers, et
.), suggest yet another hypothesis. The Mierzanowi
e 
ulture popula-tions, by the very fa
t of imitating them, manifested their interest in prestige obje
tsand a great demand for them. Consequently, the absen
e of metal obje
ts made ofthose raw-materials that were exploited in Bohemia, Central Germany or on theUpper Danube from their territory 
an signify a deliberate elimination of thesepopulations from the ex
hange system of metal goods by their produ
ers and users[Kadrow 1997℄. 2. THE BEGINNINGS OF THE TRZCINIEC CULTUREThe vast expanses of land to the east and north of the above outlined 
ultural
omplexes were o

upied by groups identi�ed by a general name of sub-Neolithi
,forest or East-European at the onset of the Bronze Age [Ko±ko 1996℄. In the 3rdmillennium BC, the dominant among them was the Comb-like and Stroked PotteryCulture represented by Linin-type pottery [Wi±la«ski 1979℄. The 
ulture's settlementpoints 
on
entrated in Mazowsze [Ko±ko 1996℄ while single, dispersed settlementsrea
hed as far as the mouth of the Oder in the west and the Middle Dnieperin the east. At the de
line of the Neolithi
, in this area and in the territories lyingfarther west, i.e. in Denmark, northern Germany, at the mouth of the Rhine or evenin England 
ertain elements appeared that 
onne
t together these vast territories.What is meant here are sinuous-pro�le pots de
orated with the so-
alled \barbedwire" ornament otherwise known as the ornament of \a 
ord wound around a 
int



162
ake" [Gardawski 1969℄. This may be an ar
haeologi
ally per
eivable tra
e of theslow pro
ess of peer polity intera
tion [
f. Renfrew 1986℄ a
ross the vast expanses ofthe European Plain. The early dating of elements bearing out integration pro
esses,
onsequently leading to the appearan
e of the Trz
inie
 Culture in the form ofsinuous pots (Riesenbe
her) and 
orresponding to the beginnings of the Early BronzeAge [
f. Czebreszuk, \Trz
inie
" . . . , in this volume and 1998a; Makarowi
z 1998℄,indi
ates the presen
e of populations whi
h remained indi�erent to the 
ulturalo�er of the nas
ent European Early Bronze 
ivilization. The world of sub-Neolithi
populations, slowly developing in the northern and north-eastern fringes of theEarly Bronze oe
umene, drew mainly on its own 
ultural traditions ignoring so
io--organizational a
hievements and patterns of the Nordi
, �Un�eti
e and Epi-CordedCultural Cir
les.While it 
an be a

epted that 
ertain stylisti
 inspirations (sinuous pot form),whi
h later had a de
isive impa
t on the Trz
inie
 Culture's 
erami
 produ
tion,
ame from Danish and North German 
ommunities at the de
line of the SingleGrave Culture and later also from Iwno 
enters (e.g. many signi�
ant ornamenta-tion patterns), it seems wrong to restri
t the area of origin of the Trz
inie
 Cultureonly to the north-western dire
tion with respe
t to its lo
ation. The apparent 
oin-
iden
e of the ranges of the Comb-like and Stroked Pottery and Trz
inie
 Cultures[Ko±ko 1996, Fig. 2℄ suggests that the latter may have also 
rystallized in the envi-ronment of the former. The 
on
entration of sub-Neolithi
 sites in Mazowsze andthe 
hara
teristi
s of Trz
inie
 Culture pottery found there point to this region as yetanother important 
enter (next to Kujawy) of the origin of this 
ulture [Czebreszuk1996℄. 3. THE REASONS OF THE FALL OF THE CENTRAL EUROPEAN EARLYBRONZE CIVILIZATIONKristian Kristiansen [1994℄ believed that the essen
e of 
ivilizational and 
ul-tural 
hanges in the Bronze Age and in the earlier periods of the Iron Age wasthe re
urrent, rhythmi
al domination of two su

essive so
io-
ultural systems: (a)an agri
ultural one, settled (frequently with defensive settlements), with large andmoderately egalitarian 
emeteries and (b) animal-raising one, more mobile, with
onspi
uous graves of distinguished individuals. These so
io-
ultural systems werenot only interrelated in time (whi
h was mentioned above), but also in spa
e. Type'a' systems were typi
al of 
entral areas while type 'b' ones of peripheries. A dy-nami
 pi
ture of relations between these systems | a

ounting for time and spa
erelations | in
ludes three basi
 stages. The periods of prosperity (stage I) were
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hara
terized by stable relations between 
entral areas and peripheries. In stage IIthe 
ivilizational 
enter vanished with its pla
e being taken by the so
io-
ulturalsystem typi
al of the periphery. In stage III a new 
ultural 
enter was formed. Inthis pro
ess an important role was played by the impa
t from the 
ivilizationallyadvan
ed regions of the Middle East and the eastern Mediterranean [Kristiansen1994℄. The outlined me
hanism is very well illustrated by the pro
ess of super
edingthe 
ultures of the Early Bronze 
ivilization by those of the Tumulus Cir
le.In the 
ase under dis
ussion here, i.e. the question of mutual intera
tions ofthe 
entral areas of the Central European Early Bronze 
ivilization and the nas
entTrz
inie
 Culture, another stru
tural element should be introdu
ed. What is meanthere are so
io-
ultural systems that did not parti
ipate in the vigorous ex
hange ofideas, goods or population movements along the 
enter-periphery line. From thepoint of view of the dynami
s of 
hange, the adja
ent territories of sub-Neolithi

ultures neighboring the area in the north-east remained 
ompletely dormant. Forthis reason they 
annot be 
onsidered a periphery, but they should be de�ned ratheras marginal zones in respe
t of the 
enter. Only to a very low degree and super�
iallywere the marginal zones a�e
ted by the in
uen
es from the ECCC, whi
h may beeviden
ed by the assemblage C pottery of the Linin-type [Kempisty 1973; Wi±la«ski1979℄. Material eviden
e of mutual permeation of ideas between the earliest stage ofthe Trz
inie
 Culture and the groups of the late phase of the Mierzanowi
e Cultureare also extremely s
ar
e [Górski, Kadrow 1996℄. The opening of the Trz
inie
Culture to extraneous in
uen
es, for instan
e pre-Lusatian metallurgi
al goods andpottery patterns 
hara
teristi
 of the F�uzesabony and Mad'arov
e Cultures, tookpla
e when the domination of the Early Bronze 
ultures was broken north of theCarpathians.Where are the sour
es then of the 
risis of Early Bronze 
ultures whi
h madeit possible for Trz
inie
 Culture so
ieties to enter the stage of history? FernandBraudel proved a thesis that all manifestations of human life are subje
t to 
hangeos
illating rhythmi
ally between periods of prosperity and poverty whi
h alternatewithout an end [Braudel 1992℄. Even the longest periods of prosperity end. Thisalso applies to the Central European Early Bronze 
ivilization.Seemingly we deal here with only one \Early Bronze" development 
y
le. Infa
t, as it has been already mentioned, we 
an follow several mi
ro
y
les of deve-lopment within 
ultures that are traditionally identi�ed as Early Bronze. In ea
h ofsu
h 
y
les, the signi�
an
e of individual 
ategories of prestige obje
ts must havein
ated, whi
h, in turn, made it ne
essary to sear
h for ever newer obje
ts made ofever more pre
ious materials and ever more elaborately de
orated. Su
h develop-ments followed a rule known from the so
ieties in whi
h 
ompetition and rivalryamong individuals and 
lans give rise to a demand for prestige. Good illustrationsof the rule are provided in monographs of the Bronze Age in S
andinavia [Larsson1986; Vandkilde 1996℄. In Sweden, the symboli
 power of axes from the 1st period



164of the Bronze Age is superseded in the 2nd period by the power of spearheads andswords only to yield in this respe
t to ro
k art in some areas in the 3rd period of thisage. In Denmark, the sequen
e of the most important prestige obje
ts was openedby 
int daggers and 
at 
opper axes and rare ornaments made of gold sheets in thebeginnings of the late Neolithi
 (LN I). Towards the end of the Late Neolithi
 (LNII), the domination of axes with raised edges, tanged daggers, gold noppenrings andheavy bra
elet- and armlet-like ornaments of 
ast bronze is 
learly visible. At thedawn of the Danish Bronze Age (B IA), spearheads 
ome to the fore, whereas inthe next period (B IB), the role of a symbol of the highest prestige is taken over byswords. In that time spearheads are very elaborately de
orated.In the 
ivilizational 
enters the pro
ess of devaluation of individual prestige ob-je
ts was a

ompanied by signi�
ant 
hanges in the so
ial stru
ture. Rivalry among
lans, �nding expression in hoarding, yielded to 
ompetition among individuals,whi
h, in turn, was manifested by pla
ing prestige obje
ts in graves [Vandkilde1996℄. An important role in the fun
tioning of the Central European Early Bronze
ivilization was played by the 
ontrol of ri
h and easily a

essible deposits of 
opperore and the 
losely related 
ontrol of the te
hnology of obtaining pure metal fromthe ore [Shennan 1993℄. The simultaneous o

urren
e of 
hanges on these di�erentplanes with the de
isive 
ulture-making role being taken over in Central Europeby the F�uzesabony Culture (of rather Aegean than Central European 
hara
ter)brought about the downfall of the stru
tures of the �Un�eti
e Culture in its 
lassi
alphase already prior to 1700 BC. The downfall of this 
enter must have 
aused |in a

ordan
e with Braudel's and Wallerstein's theories | serious 
hanges in theperipheries. Conditions 
ondu
ive to the spreading of the 
ultures of the TumulusCir
le appeared. The \Aegeanized" F�uzesabony-Mad'arov
e 
enter, be
ause of toogreat a so
io-organizational distan
e, 
ould not stimulate the 
ontinued existen
eof Early Bronze stru
tures north of the Carpathians.The in
uen
e exerted on and inspiration provided for the origin and develop-ment of the Trz
inie
 Culture by the world of the European Early Bronze 
ivilizationshould be deemed insigni�
ant. The Trz
inie
 Culture was born independently ofand in a 
ertain way in spite of the then dominating 
ivilizational trends and 
ultu-res. As long as they existed, the Trz
inie
 Culture survived in a rudimentary formon the margin of the 
ivilized world. Only the downfall of the Early Bronze 
ulturesprovided spa
e and favorable 
onditions for the Trz
inie
 Culture to fully developand be
ome an important stage in the so
io-
ultural pro
ess in the vast territoriesof the Vistula and Dnieper drainages. Translated by Piotr T. �ebrowski
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