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ABSTRACT

Nowadays, it is easily perceived that there is always a cultural tension between archaeological
works and construction projects. Development as a result of urban, agricultural, forestry or mining
activities has drastically threatened archaeological sites. Salvage archaeology is often necessary
in order to collect data before works’ progress destroys an archaeological site forever. This thesis
investigates how salvage archaeology has been used nationally and internationally at Sudanese
archaeological and historical sites. The study reviews applied techniques, methodologies
and equipment used whilst conducting the salvage work at the archaeological sites in Sudanese Nubia
— north of the Second Cataract and in the region of Fourth Cataract. In these parts of the Nile Valley
the largest archaeological heritage salvage projects had been undertaken. The aim of this research is
to provide additional information and recommendations for improvements of current practice.
It also explores the technical, legal and social limitations in undertaking such operations, basing
on detailed current case studies whereby archaeological salvage has occurred. The case study
of Ancient Nubia is focused around the Nubian Campaign and Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage
Project (MDASP). Nubia is very rich and promising land, famous for its gold and long history
of ancient civilizations; it is one of the largest and most fertile agricultural lands in Africa. Moreover,
it is the land of the Nile Cataracts, part of the Nile Valley directly south of Egypt. The land is mostly
occupied by native Africans, both in origin and speech, but it is also strongly influenced by Arabic
and Mediterranean cultures. This area was always victim to raids and attacks. However, the Nubian
people were the first to fall in a long process of exploitation that later has spread through all of Africa,
especially with regard to displacement and land grabbing. All of this is important as the biggest dam
construction project in Africa in Ethiopia, and another one — Upper Atbara and Setit Dam Complex
in Sudan, have been already finished. Once again Nubians in Africa are endangered, this time through
the threat of building the Kajbar Dam (although the previous government announced in 2021 that it
had withdrawn from implementing this project). However, with the industrial development
the country should be prepared for any future projects that might threaten the archaeological heritage.
The ultimate goal of the dissertation is presenting a new model for salvage archaeology in Sudan,
that could be universally used in any case of future large-scale archaeological rescue projects. It will

be based on thorough analysis of case studies and on my experience as NCAM employee.
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1. Introduction

1.1. Challenges for archaeological resource management in Sudan

In this thesis I will focus on projects of building dams in the middle Nile region, especially
on the Aswan High Dam at the First Cataract in Egypt and Merowe Dam at the Fourth Cataract
in Sudan (Fig. 1), where investments were made by the country as part of the strategy aiming
for developing the infrastructure in the state. These investments caused unexpected problems
from archaeological point of view, since they were threatening the Sudanese heritage. Consequently,
land very rich in archaeological materials was supposed to vanish under water as a by-product

of the dams’ constructions.
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Fig.1. The map of Nile Cataracts®.

The idea of building dams was meant to improve quality of Egyptian and Sudanese people’s
lives. Nevertheless, the establishment of Aswan and Merowe dams have simultaneously a big
influence on the middle Nile region, where the states were already aware of the importance

of archaeological heritage of respective regions. However, before building the Aswan Dam, investors

1 Cf. https://www.pinterest.com/pin/63191201001019411 [Access on 20.03.2022].



and architects were more concentrated on practical and material issues, omitting the problem
of archaeological heritage. Only thanks to the intervention of international organizations, that were
interested in preserving heritage, they included the rescue campaign in the plans. It has to be noticed,
that the situation improved during the Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage Project (MDASP).
At that time the investors had already learned about the importance of archaeological heritage
and included the rescue campaign in first drafts of the plan.

The main reason for conducting this study is the need to protect Sudan’s archaeological
heritage, which has gradually made its way into the collective conscience of Sudanese citizens.
Nowadays, there are many countries that are improving their systems in terms of rescue archaeology,
while others are only at a starting point. The need to protect archaeological heritage in Sudan was
recognized late, although Sudan was one of the first African and Arab countries to develop laws
to research, preserve and protect antiquities.

The following study is of great importance since there is a noticeable lack of research
in the area of archaeological resource management in Sudan. Most of available studies relate
to archaeological fieldwork, and they are not broadly related to the management and preservation
of fieldwork results. Moreover, it has to be taken into consideration, that most of researchers writing
about these issues are not of Sudanese origin. My nationality and affiliation to the Sudanese Authority
for the Conservation and Protection of Antiquities may allow me to have different assessments
and insights into the problem, which may lead to identifying new and original solutions. Especially,
the importance of ensuring a sound environment for the archaeological research fieldwork
and the protection of the sites needs to be emphasized in this point.

[ naturally feel it is my direct duty to draw the attention of the responsible authorities in Sudan
to the fate of the Sudanese heritage, which is threatened by submersion and annihilation as a result
of the dams and others large infrastructure projects. Furthermore, my aim is to emphasize the urgent
need to study the means of preservation, protection and registration of such places, as well as
the preservation of monuments, that can be saved for the future generations. The main issue
of Sudan’s archaeological heritage management is the preservation and protection of the country’s
historic sites, buildings and archaeological materials, thus laying out a solid plan for its preventive
conservation is necessity.

This is the national duty as well as an important issue for all the mankind. These sources
of historical, educational, cultural and economic values will contribute to better understanding of our
nation’s identity. Moreover, in this way we can preserve and broaden our knowledge of Sudanese
ancient civilizations. It is also worth mentioning that rescued archaeological sites can become
important tourist attractions. Therefore, the management should focus on providing theoretical

knowledge and practical solutions in rescue works including: archaeological prospection,



excavations, restoration, rehabilitation and documentation of archaeological sites and heritage

buildings. However, evaluating and managing the rescue work are the most important factors

in raising awareness about the importance of archaeological property and heritage.

1.2.

Aims of study

The main goals of this study are:

to analyse and study theoretical visions and political views on practices related
to the management of archaeological materials in Sudan. The results may contribute
to the development of long-term strategies for the future management of archaeological works
in Sudan;

to identify methods and approaches applied during the Nubian Campaign and Merowe Dam
Archaeological Salvage Project (MDASP) as case studies, by reviewing the criteria, laws
and approaches that were applied to save the monuments of Nubia. This may help
to understand the circumstances, challenges, negative and positive aspects of activities
that contributed to the success or failure of those projects. Further, basing on conclusions,
adequate recommendations for future projects can be formulated. The responsible bodies
for the management of archaeological heritage can later apply proposed solutions and prepare
the plan accordingly to them;

to identify most important challenges and difficulties that occurred during the archaeological
campaigns in order to avoid repeating problems and mistakes that took place during analysed
projects. It can be achieved by studying the environment, climate and the local community,
as well as by examining logistic factors, financial responsibilities, security situation
and mobility in both campaigns;

to analyse the impact of theoretical and political perspectives on practices related
to archaeological resource management in Sudan basing on the state’s directions and priorities
in development projects for the advancement of the country, as well as absorption
and understanding of the state’s authority to archaeology and its importance;

to identify the procedures which were governed by application of archaeological theories,
political contexts or the involvement of foreign archaeological missions in this field;

to discuss, analyse and evaluate the archaeological works and materials based
on the collections of artifacts stored in the Sudanese museums and NCAM; to identify
the current status of archaeological material preserved in the Nubian Campaign
and in the MDASP project, then to observe the extent of changes and deterioration

that occurred to these substances;



e to contribute to the formulation of standard salvage strategy that would be of universal usage
for other similar tasks in Sudan by learning from the internal and external experiences,
experiments and attitudes of the work plan and its implementation, and then to recognize
dilemmas that have had an impact on the disruption or accomplishing the work in the best

ways.

1.3. Case studies

My research focuses on two case studies, namely the Nubian Campaign and the Merowe Dam
Archaeological Salvage Project. They were two biggest large-scale archaeological rescue projects
undertaken in Sudan that influenced the shape not only of the country itself but also of the Sudanese
archaeology and archaeological management. Both cases linked international archaeologies
and African contexts, allowing practicing ideas globally accepted in archaeology in Sudanese
contexts. Thorough analysis of the organization, processes and methods applied in both chosen case
studies will allow me to understand the progress that occurred in Sudanese archaeological
management in 20" and 21% century and to determine areas in resource management that need further
improvement. Ultimately, the results will help me to design new universal model for future large-

scale rescue projects to be undertaken in Sudan.

1.3.1. The Nubian Campaign

In 1950s the decision to build the Aswan High Dam was undertaken to provide large amounts
of energy to boost the development of local industry (Sharif, 1980: 16). This dam would lead
to the creation of a huge artificial lake covering the Middle Nile Valley from Aswan in Egypt
to the Dal Cataract in Sudan, a culturally extremely rich area known as Nubia since ancient times
(Fig. 2). In 1959 the Egyptian and the Sudanese Governments requested UNESCO to assist their
countries in the protection and rescue of endangered monuments and archaeological sites. In 1960
the Director-General of UNESCO launched an appeal to the Member States for the International
Campaign to Save the Monuments of Nubia (Vrioni, 1964: 6). This appeal resulted in excavations
and recording of hundreds of archaeological sites, recovery of thousands of objects, and salvage
and relocation of a number of important temples. The Nubian Campaign was a good example
of the international solidarity of archaeologists. Several local and foreign expeditions (23 missions
from 17 countries) were working at 30 archaeological sites, e.g. Poland (Faras), France and Argentina
(Aksha), USA (Serra East), Scandinavian Countries, Ghana, Spain, Great Britain, Sudan, Finland,
West Germany, Italy and East Germany (Adams, 1977: 83-86).

As a consequence of building dams in South Egypt at the city of Aswan the Nubian

inhabitants, who were living between the First and Second Cataracts in Egypt and Sudan, had

9



to relocate four times during the last century (in 1902, 1912, 1933, and finally in 1963). However,
in total, the Aswan dams displaced about 70,000 of Nubian people in Egypt and 50,000 in Sudan,
causing the ‘Nubian Exodus’ (Dafalla, 1975: XVII).

1.3.2. Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage Project (MDASP)

The construction of the Merowe reservoir in the Middle Nile region at the Fourth Cataract
in Sudan was one of the main objectives of development for the former government, which planned
to increase electrical production thanks to this huge dam. The Merowe Dam is located on the river
Nile at Merowe Island at the Fourth Cataract, 350 km north of Khartoum, and 330 km south
from the border of Sudan with Egypt. The construction of this dam caused the formation of a lake
that extends to a length of about 174 kilometres (Fig. 2). As the consequence, many archaeological
and residential sites were submersed and thousands of citizens were displaced (Hildyard, 2008: 19).

The Merowe Dam Implementation Unit cooperated with NCAM during the rescue process
of antiquities as well as the documentation of the heritage and history of the area affected
by the construction of the dam. Together, they launched the largest rescue campaign ever known
in Sudan, with 14 participators from Sudan and foreign archaeological expeditions from Poland, Italy,
Germany, Great Britain, USA, France and others (Interview No. 3). The analyses of concepts
and practices in rescue project in term of regulations, concessions, decision processes, methods

applied, publications, storage and conservation will be a subject of interest of presented study.

2 Cf. https://maps.google.com [Access on 20.03.2022].
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1.4. Available sources

Little was known about Sudan’s archaeological heritage and artifacts before the beginning
of the 20" century. First records and reports were presented mostly by travellers and officers
of the colonial army. However, Sudan was one of the first African countries to give attention to its
historical heritage by bringing to life the Ordinance for Protection of Antiquities in 1905, which was
modified later in 1952 and enhanced in 1999 by the National Corporation for Antiquities
and Museums (NCAM). This ordinance governs the official work permissions for national
and foreign archaeological expeditions and conservation works in Sudan. NCAM had the right
to embark on its own expeditions and to authorize missions of universities, institutions and museums
with special licenses.

Very important sources covering the topic of the Nubian Campaign were to find
in the National Museum’s Archive. Moreover, another important work concerning this topic is
the series of publications written by Najm al-Din Mohammed Sharif (e.g. The Ancient Sudan and its
Antiquity, 1971), the second Sudanese Director of the Sudan Antiquities Service, who was involved
in the Nubian Campaign and the establishment of the Sudanese National Museum. In his books, he
reviewed the reasons behind the rescue campaign of the Lower Nubia, the ensuing internal
and external circumstances and contributions, as well as he summarized the results of the work
in the campaign.

Another crucial source about the Nubian region and the Nubian Campaign is the monography
of William Y. Adams: Nubia, Corridor to Africa (1977) and The West Bank Survey from Faras
to Gemai® (1975; 2005). The author participated in the salvage campaign himself. In his books,
he discussed the region of Nubia, its land, climate and people. What is more, he covered the topic
of the salvage archaeology in the Nubian Campaign. In his works he gave the special attention
to the foreigners’ archaeological missions participating in the Nubian Campaign.

Very significant source of information is Kush — Journal of the Sudan Antiquities Service,
where a lot of papers focusing on Nubian Campaign and Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage
Project can be found.

Among the books concerning the topic of rescue archaeology during the period before
establishing the Merowe Dam, two volumes containing reports from conferences have to be
mentioned. The first one is African Reports (Paner and Jakobielski, 2010), the summary
of the International Conference The Fourth Cataract Archaeological Salvage Project 1996-2009
that took place in Gdansk in 2009. It is the collection of papers that cover different issues connected

with the rescue archaeology in the Forth Cataract. The second one is Meroitica, summary

% The last volume of The West Bank Survey from Faras to Gemai was published by Hans-Ake Nordstrém in 2014.
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of The Second International Conference on the Archaeology of the Fourth Nile Cataract that took
place in Berlin in 2005 (Naser and Lange, 2007). Papers presented in this volume concern mostly
the division of concessions during the campaign.

The third source relevant for presented study are interviews (Table 1). This tool is crucial
for achieving a qualitative understanding of the matter of interest. In-depth interviews are optimal
for collecting data on individuals’ personal practice, perspectives, and experiences, particularly

when sensitive topics are explored. In frames of the study key people were interviewed?, such as:

No. Interviewee Function/Post Year of the interview
1 Hassan Hussain Idris former General Director of NCAM 2015
Abd-Alrahman Ali M. | former General Director of NCAM 2015
Rahma
3 Salah Mohamed Ahmed the field director of MDASP 2015
4 | Stefan Jakobielski former Director of Polish Archaeological Mission 2016

in Old Dongola who participated in the Nubian
Campaign with the first Polish archaeological mission
that worked in Sudan

5 Henryk Paner former Director of Archaeological Museum in Gdansk, 2015
who was one of the firsts to respond to the call
for MDASP project

6 Marek Chtodnicki former Director of Archaeological Museum in Poznan 2015
who participated in MDASP

7 Mahmoud Al Tayeb Director of Polish Centre for Mediterranean 2017
Archaeology, Khartoum Branch

8 Hider Hamed former Director of Conservation Department (NCAM) 2015

9 Bushra Mohamed Ismail former Director of Conservation Department (NCAM) 2015

10 | Alhassan Mohamed former Director of Archaeological Survey Department 2015
(NCAM)

11 | Altahir Adam Al-Nor field Director of NCAM’s team who participated 2015
in MDASP

12 | Habab Idris member of the staff of NCAM who participated 2015
in MDASP

13 | Wad Alshikh One of the former workers who worked to deport 2015
antiquities in the campaign (NCAM)

14 | Ahmed Mohamed Salih a Nubian local inhabitant from Nubian Campaign 2015

region who refused the evacuation to the new
resettlement and described how Nubian people felt
about the removal of their heritage, such as the temples
and archaeological materials

Table 1. List of interviews conducted as part of the research.

Further, during my research | found a lot of useful information concerning both
of the campaigns in the annual reports on the progress of archaeological sites and museums in Sudan
(Reports on the Antiquities Service and Museums). They are kept in the archives of the National
Corporation for Antiquities and Museums. It has to be mentioned that I also managed to obtain some
unpublished data from both: Gdansk Archaeological Museum and Poznan Archaeological Museum

in Poland.

4 Transcribed interviews are available in the Appendix 5.
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1.5. Methods applied

The research aims at conducting a comprehensive analysis, evaluation and comparison of two
rescue campaigns: during the establishment of the Aswan Dam and the Merowe Dam.
The conclusions of the research will allow to develop new and optimal solutions for salvage
archaeology and similar campaigns in the future.

The study will be based on historical synthesis and will be carried out on two case studies.
It will focus on two given events, and namely management of rescue archaeology during the Nubian
Campaign and the Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage Project (MDASP). The main method
applied will be the direct method of establishing historical facts through analysis of historical sources
and evidences. It includes analysis, evaluation and criticism of the sources. Simultaneously,
the comparative method will be applied as the research intends to juxtapose two rescue campaigns.
The scope of study interest includes such topics as: concepts and practices, law and regulations,
and discuss process, methods, publications, storage and conservation as well as social aspects
(Topolski, 1973: 409-414, 420-423).

Another important base for the research was the analysis and comparative study
of the practices and strategies used in the fieldwork during the Nubian Campaign in Lower Nubia
and the MDASP. A literature review has been undertaken to understand the historical background,
as well as the contemporary views and the government actions connected with both cases an building
similar dams in the future. Further method of data collection used in the research are interviews

with people involved in both researched rescue campaigns.

1.6. The scientific results of rescue campaigns

The investigated projects planned to rescue as much as possible of archaeological resources
in the region in a certain time. The dam projects caused migration and resettlement of nearly 120 000
of Sudanese people, as well as losing their land, cultural and archaeological heritage. Moreover,
newly created artificial lakes started to change the climate in the region. Influence of these changes
on other archaeological sites in Sudan has already appeared and other are still unknown. In addition,
the Sudanese archaeological materials were split among various international teams (missions)
in recognition for their help in the rescue. Results of the research should create possibilities
of choosing the best strategy for newly planned projects that may be undertaken in the future

in Sudan.
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1.7. Structure of the thesis

This thesis is divided into two main parts. The first part contains three chapters and focuses
on theoretical issues. It serves as an explanation of both: the structure of the thesis and the historical
background of the research. The second part contains three chapters and focuses on practical matters
of the thesis. This part is strictly related to the purpose of the study.

The first chapter serves as a general overview of the thesis. It informs the reader
why the subject is suitable for a research degree, explains the problems tackled in the study and points
out the aims of the study. The chapter includes such section as the introduction, description
of methods applied, aims of study, available sources and the structure of the thesis.

The second chapter introduces the historical background of archaeological research in Sudan.
It describes the process of building awareness on archaeological heritage, starting from the role
of the foreign travellers and visitors as pioneers in early phase of discovering Sudanese heritage.
Furthermore, it characterizes the period of the British colonization in Sudan 1899-1956 in terms
of archaeological projects. Finally, a brief review of the beginning of archaeological activities
in independent Sudan is presented. The focus is laid on the concept and strategies of the managing
the archaeological heritage in Sudan, that were undertaken by the first administration of Sudan
Antiquities Service after the departure of British colonialist.

The third chapter gives an overview in terms of the protection of archaeological heritage
in Sudan, focusing on the regulations and legislation that were used to manage the archaeological
works in Sudan. The first and second Antiquities Ordinances of 1905 and 1952, that were issued
during the period of the British colonization in Sudan, will be discussed in details. Furthermore,
there will be an insight gained into the archaeological heritage management in independent Sudan.
The Amendments to the Antiquities Ordinance of 1952, the current Antiquities Ordinance of 1999
and the new proposals of 2016 Antiquities Ordinance will be presented. Moreover, the protection
of archaeological heritage in Sudan within the international context will be outlined.

The next part of the thesis aims to identify the methods and approaches applied in rescue
archaeology management during the Nubian Campaign and Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage
Project (MDASP). In the first part of the chapter | will discuss concepts and practices
that accompanied the Nubian Campaign. It also considers the impact of building the Aswan High
Dam through the politics of the Nubian Campaign and UNESCO regulations on international
co-operation. Furthermore, the aspect of organization of the rescue archaeology and the forced
migration of the Nubian people will be tackled. It also discusses the concept of selecting
the concessions area and sites of archaeological excavations. The main part of the chapter is

the discussion of methods applied during the archaeological fieldworks (documentation, excavations

14



and publications). What is more, it aims to identify the problems of the Nubian Campaign in terms
of the rescue and conservation works as well as storing and collected materials. The second part
of the chapter deals with the background and issues connected with MDASP. The focus will be laid
on influence of Sudanese politics and standard of international co-operation. Organization
and methods of rescue archaeology, including fieldwork, excavations, reports and role of inspectors
will be described. Moreover, the process of dividing archaeological concession areas in the Fourth
Cataract region will be discussed. The issue of legal basis for rescue plan, financing the project
and execution processing of concession areas will be tackled. Furthermore, social aspects of rescue
archaeology will be presented, including the issue of the Sudanese people’s access to their cultural
heritage and the issue of mandatory deportations.

Chapter 5 focuses on the future of large-scale archaeological rescue projects in Sudan. Taking
into consideration lessons learned regarding rescue archaeology management from Nubian Campaign
and MDASP, analysis of national and international laws, results of interviews and my personal
experience, | will present the new and optimal solutions for archaeology management, the new model
for large-scale rescue projects in Sudan. The consideration will be given to the practical application
how the theoretical knowledge can be used in order to assist contributors in developing new strategies
for the management of archaeological resources in Sudan and identifying the areas for preservation
of collected materials. In subsequent subchapters the focus will be laid on consecutive steps of large-
scale archaeological rescue projects. In particular, detailed directions for preparation of large-scale
projects, projects in progress and post-project activities will be described. The final part of the chapter
will contain the outlook to perspectives for future archaeological rescue projects in Sudan.

The last chapter serves as a summary of the thesis. It includes conclusions and description
of potential approaches in the future of rescue archaeology and the archaeology management
in Sudan. They can be later incorporated by the responsible body for the management
of archaeological heritage in order to avoid the repetition of defined mistakes and proceed

with the development of positive aspects in this regard.
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2. History of archaeological research in Sudan: an overview

To be able to discuss the history of archaeological research in Sudan, it is very important
to clarify the meaning of heritage and archaeology, as well as the relationship between those two

terms. The term heritage is defined as:

[...] the valued objects and qualities, such as historic buildings and cultural traditions that have been
passed down from previous generations to another, as well as it can be denoting or relating to things
of special architectural, historical, or natural value that are preserved for the nation. It can be also that
features belonging to the culture of a particular society, such as traditions, languages, or buildings,
that were created in the past and still have historical importance issues.®

The term archaeology can be described as follows:

[...] the study of human history and prehistory through the excavation or discovering of sites
and the analysis of artefacts and other physical remains. It’s the accumulation of facts
and revolutionary practice, moreover, it is interpreting the material traces of the past. In another word,
it is the scientific study of historic or prehistoric peoples and their cultures by analysis of their artifacts,
inscriptions, monuments, and other such remains.®

[...] the scientific study of the material remains of past human life and activities. These include human
artifacts from the very earliest stone tools to the man-made objects that are buried or thrown
away in the present day: everything made by human beings—from simple tools to complex machines,
from the earliest houses and temples and tombs to palaces, cathedrals, and pyramids. Archaeological
investigations are a principal source of knowledge of prehistoric, ancient, and extinct culture.
The word comes from the Greek archaia (“ancient things”) and logos (“theory” or “science”).”

The term archaeological resource can be described as (Tindall, Trosper and Perreault, 2013: 163):

[...] the consist of the physical remains of past human activity. The scientific study of these remains,
through the methods and techniques employed in the discipline of archaeology, is essential
to the understanding and appreciation of prehistoric and historic cultural development in the whole
world. These resources may be of regional, provincial, national or international significance.

Since early times the Middle Nile Region (Sudan) has had an eventful history, mostly
as the result of its geographical location. It begins in the north at the First Cataract, south of the city
of Aswan. The southern limits are not so clear and well-established; however, the final limits are
considered to be the vast Sudd marshes®. The history of this region had been strongly influenced

by people from other regions, and it had impacted others as well throughout its various periods.

5 Cf. The Oxford English Dictionary http://www.oed.com [Access on 24.05.2017].

6 Cf. The Oxford English Dictionary http://www.oed.com [Access on 24.05.2017].

7 Cf. https://www.britannica.com/science/archaeology [Access on 01.04.2024].

8 The Sudd is a vast swamp in South Sudan; it is an area of floating vegetation in a stretch of the White Nile's Bahr
al-Jabal section; however, it is thick enough to impede navigation.
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Moreover, this region also had direct contacts with most of the civilizations and neighbours
that were in the corridor to Africa, for instance Ethiopia, Egypt, Roman Empire or Assyria. In essence,
the Middle Nile region is a pivotal region, as it may be directly affected by any changes that occur
in the surrounding areas, such as political, economic, and social changes. As a result, it is no wonder
that the inhabitants of this land had a long-term connection with Egypt and its neighbours, which has
lasted since the Early Dynastic period of ancient Egyptian, through to Greek and Roman civilizations.

This relation was connected to many factors, such as: trade, precious metals supply, soil
fertility and expansion of agriculture in this region. However, all circumstances mentioned above
made this region suitable place for ancient caravan trade and human migration, as well as a place
of greed and ambition for many folks and ancient kingdoms (Wallis Budge, 1907: 4).
The phenomenon and characteristic features of the Middle Nile Region can be described
through the nature of life that exists along with the Nile River from confluence of White Nile and Blue
Nile down to Aswan. It is often a narrow area which width does not exceed a few hundred meters
or does not exist at all in some parts in the North.

The narrow strip of the fertile lands is used for agriculture, while villages are usually located
between the fields or on the edge of the desert. People do not, so far, grow more than is necessary
for their own use (Gleichen, 1905: 7). The palm trees represent a belt running along the Nile, notably
from north of Khartoum to south of Cairo, except in a few places that cannot be seen bordering
the river. The dates from the palm trees serve and represent a big role of trade mark for the whole
of the Middle Nile Valley. When it comes to fauna, the only surviving animals today in this region
are small mammals (such as Dorcas gazelle), reptiles (like snakes, scorpions), the Nile crocodile,
some feline cats, foxes (fennec fox), hyenas, and some large wild birds (e.g. geese and ducks).
What can also be seen today are some domestic animals (dogs or cats), as well as horses, camels,
sheep and cows that are used in agriculture (Adams, 1977: 33-39).

All the diversity makes the nature of this land characterized as a harsh and rugged, especially
in the northern region, where the desert has the widening spaces, and the rate of torrential rains is
virtually zero. It is worth to mention that the rain in those areas wasn’t expected in the past, it might
have occurred once every five or six years, but now a large rate of rains can be noticed, from 500 mm
to 1000 mm in the central and southwest of the region, due to the recent changes that has befallen
the region. All these factors reduced the easy way of movement and mobility that mostly have relied
on the River Nile from the North to the South.

Most of the ancient travellers were coming to Sudan through the Egyptian gate, using
the ancient Nile path as a safer road of their movement, walking or sailing from Lower to the Upper
Nubia Region, although the presence of rapids and cataracts along with the River Nile made this task

a bit difficult. The Middle Nile Region, now partially known as the Republic of Sudan, is
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characterized by its unique strategic and geopolitical location. It also has been described as a corridor
to Africa, due to its connection factor between the Arab world and Mediterranean region
with the tropical region of central Africa (Adams, 1977: 2). This is evident in the multiplicity
and diversity of its heritage and archaeological remains, which ranged between the Pleistocene
and the last century (Jakob and Ali, 2011: 513). Sudan today is bordered by Egypt to the North,
the coastline of the Red Sea, and Eritrea to the East, Ethiopia from the South-East, Libya to the North-
West, Chad to the West, Central African Republic to the South-West, and then the Republic of South
Sudan to the South®.

Today, the area of Sudan is about 7000 mi’ (1,886,068 km?). This area is distinguished
by diverse geographical and climatic environment, natural resources, as well as the diversity
of the country’s cultures and the nature of life. All these factors for thousands of years have made
this region an suitable place for the ancient caravan trade route. It has also cultural significance among
the ancient civilizations in the Mediterranean, Asia and Africa. Obviously, this indication is supported
by numerous of archaeological finds, for example in the ancient city of Meroe, where imports
and influences of Greek and Roman culture were recognizable. Moreover, it referred to the ancient
ports (Aidhab and Suakin'®) that have a specific commercial and cultural renaissance,
because at some time Asia’s trade was quite small in comparison with the cargo-loads of grain, wool,
and other essential commodities which made up the bulk of European trade, it was always associated
with great profits and gains.

Within this chapter an overview of archaeological studies undertaken in Sudan
thorough the history of this region will be presented. I will focus especially on the first travellers,
antiquarians and researchers, studies conducted during the Anglo-Egyptian Condominium, as well as

archaeology in the independent Sudan.

2.1. Travellers, antiquarians and the first researchers

This section explores the early archaeological notes, records and research in the Middle Nile
Valley (Sudan) through the early travellers’ pens and lenses, as well as broad archaeological trends,
regional history and geography. As this region was described in various historical records, we know
that since the 3™ millennium BC following periods in the history of the Middle Nile Valley can be
distinguished: Kerma, Kushite state with central places in Napata and Meroe, the medieval Nubian

kingdoms and finally, the Islamic period to the contemporary time.

® The Republic of South Sudan gained its independent from Sudan in 2011. Before the separation Sudan was the largest
country in Africa and Arabic countries, as it was estimated at about one million square miles (2.4 million km?)
before the secession of the South Sudan.

10 This port was one of the pilgrim routes to Mecca from East and Central Africa (Mayes, 2003: 91).
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2.1.1. The historical background of archaeological research in Sudan

Politically, the current term Sudan was not known in advance of its invasion, except for a short
period, through the Arab description of the Middle Nile Region’s population, where people of this
region were described as a dark-skinned or black people, and the region where they lived was called
the land of Blacks, Bilad Al-Sudan. Later, the term developed into Sudan (Ahmed, 1997: 1-2).
However, what was known in the ancient times about this region came only from the oral narratives
and testimonies, most probably recorded by early travellers and historians, such as: Greeks, Romans,
Byzantines, Arabs and others, who visited this region and told about it through their diary records.
Besides, some historical documents and inscriptions were found, where the land of Sudan was
mentioned.

In the early 15" century, Europe provided a good foundation for utility expansion
from a commercial point of view, as it had motives for seeking new trade routes with other continents.
In particular, the expeditions of Portuguese and Spanish to map the coast of Africa have to be
mentioned, where they established the trade routes around the African continent. Further,
during the 17" and 18" centuries, the Middle Nile Region played an important role in the formation
of Africa’s image in Europe, as it had a great potential to offer a new path to prosperity in the modern
world. Hence, it gave access to the deep interior of the regions of Africa via the Nile Valley Corridor.
The reason for that was the fact, that the region was not widely inhabited, with the exception of a few
settlements along the banks of the Nile Valley. However, the rest of the sub-Saharan territory was
a large region, and it was closed for the European travellers until the 19" century, when the world
experienced large amounts of social changes'!. The slavery was abolished and the first and second
industrial revolution led to the massive urbanization and much higher levels of productivity, profit,
and prosperity. Moreover, it was a time for politics or ideologies to extend Europe’s rule and authority
over other continents and peoples, often with military force or through political and economic control
(imperialism). Obviously, the concept of imperialism, while developed in Roman times, arose
in the modern age, where was chiefly associated with the European colonial powers of the 17%
and 18™ centuries. Furthermore, the imperialism was associated with the concepts of colonialism
and empire; however, it is a distinctive concept that can be applied to other forms of expansion
and many forms of government. This colonial vision analyses how the Nile River region was

represented in words and pictures of the travellers during its reign and beyond — before the colonial

1 The so-called fashion of exploring uncharted lands has been spread by many geographic societies and explorers’ clubs.
However, the greatest influence was assigned to Napoleon’s expedition to Egypt at the end of the 18" century, where more
than 160 scholars accompanied him to document and describe the masterpieces of the Egyptian land, which later they
published in 23 volumes between 1822-1829, in the French language know as Description de I'Egypte (Bard, 1999: 921).
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arrival (Tvedt, 2010: 3).

As aresult, in the 18" and 19'" centuries, Sudan was attractive destination for a large number
of travellers and archaeologists, who wanted to visit the country and discover its heritage and land.
However, much of their observation focused on exploring the parallels between the cultural remains
of Sudan and its northern neighbour, the ancient Egypt, in line with the prevailing Egyptocentric
perspective (Jakob and Ali, 2011: 513; Adams, 1998: 2). This contributed to the fact, that the majority
of excavations was taking place in Nubia, especially in the northern part of Sudan, where many
archaeologists were viewing the country as a cultural extension of ancient Egypt (Torok, 1997: 9-10).

The period of geographical discoveries in 18" and 19" centuries was accompanied
by the increase in the flow of people into the African countries: travellers, adventurers and explorers.
Moreover, at that time the world experienced the evolution of transportation traffic, which led
to better ways of transport and communications. Eventually, travellers might have come to this region
for different purposes or reasons, for instance: in a charge of their government or by their special
motivation of love to the adventure or discovery. However, all of these purposes focused on expanding
the geographical and anthropological discoveries, as well as the knowledge of these countries
and their way of social life.

It is important to realize that today the land of Sudan is not less exciting and concerning
to compromise more of the further discoveries and adventures. It was an interesting land for many
of the explorers and travellers, who were sent from Arabian or Western countries. However, it has
to be noted that travellers rarely reached some regions of current Sudan, such as: Kordofan, Darfur
and southern Sudan. The possibility of incursions to the West and South were very difficult,
due to the terrain ruggedness of the region, along with the fact that some of its territory is located

away from the water resources.

2.1.2. The concept of Nubia through the lens of the early travellers in the Middle Nile

Region

In this part, a review of the early traveller’s work and adventurers through their way
of traveling to the Middle Nile Valley will be described; their concepts and multi-faceted approaches
to the Middle Nile Region will also be presented. Moreover, it will be discussed what early travellers
recorded about this region and how they described its heritage and periods (in particular,
from the period of Christian and Islamic kingdoms to the period of Ottoman rule in Sudan).
Hence, the concepts and goals of their notes, records and writings sources about the region, its
heritage and archaeological materials will be emphasized. In addition, distinctive general images

of the Western Cultures along with other cultures of this region will be examined. Finally, a brief
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review and evaluation of their understanding of the material traces of the region’s past will be
considered.

The concept of early African exploration in the modern age was greatly influenced
by the heroic status given to the early European travellers, adventurers and missionaries who visited
Africa in the past two centuries. However, their travels and travails were certainly extraordinary
and their tremendous physical and intellectual courage is admired until today. The challenges
and rewards that Africa offered, both in terms of commerce and sources, inspired people to take
incredible risks and endure personal suffering to a degree that was probably unique to the exploration
of Africa.

There were many travellers who had the opportunity to visit Sudan and write about it. They
can be divided through the criteria of their origin into the Asians, Westerns-Europeans, Africans,
Arabians from Arabic Gulf and North African Arabs travellers. However, through the interpreting
of evidence and what they wrote about this country and its people, we can come to a conclusion,
that they had a few tasks to fulfil during their journeys.

The analysis of the travellers’ writings shows that they were interpreting and describing
the environment of visited areas, as well as they provided a detailed description of the people’s life
through their family, neighbourhood, community and daily activities. Hence, early travellers can be
seen as reporters, who came to explore the idea of the country’s authority and power through its
history. They were seeking the answer of some questions, such as:

e  Who holds the power?

e  Who should hold the power?

e  Who does not serve this power?

e  Who should be protected by this power?

They also described many aspects of people who inhabited this region and their heritage. Most
of the early travellers, who visited Sudan, wrote about its antiquities and monuments.

It has to be noticed that the majority of western travellers were focusing more on the wealth
description (monuments and other sources). The relation between locals and antiquities was not
clearly mentioned. The issue of ruins of archaeological resource and its importance for locals was
also omitted. What is more, the aspect of expropriation and transferring the archaeological materials
from owners of the land to their homelands were not in their mind, and clearly unidentified.

In frames of the dissertation the profiles of selected, relevant travellers will be presented.
The selection was conducted due to subjective assessment of the importance of travellers and their
contribution to broadening knowledge about Sudan. In the topic of early travellers, I will focus
especially on Arab travellers, as this group is the most interesting from cultural point of view

for Sudanese, is the least described in the literature (due to the fact that the writings are available
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mostly in Arabic) and they were independent travellers (unlike Europeans who in most cases were
sent by their respective countries as missionaries in order to collect the information about the wealth
of the country or research the conquering/colonizing possibilities).

Among early Arab travellers following names must be mentioned: Al-Yacoubi (died
in 897 AD) and Al-Masoudi (896-957 AD)'?, who mentioned Sudan in his book The Meadows
of Gold and Mines of Gems which was written in Arabic language and translated into French
and English. His work contains many information about the region that were not described by others,
because he was careful and thoughtful in his description. His works shows that he was knowledgeable
and familiar with the topic. Moreover, he was the first to describe the Nile and its Cataracts and tried
to describe the way that the pyramids were built. In particular, he mentioned that the inhabitants
of the Nile Valley were describing the land of the Middle Nile Region as the land of the cataracts
(Al-Masoudi, 2005: 263). He also described the land of Nubia (or the land of Sudan) as follows:

Men who are possessed of an extensive knowledge of our globe, say that; the Abyssinians and Sudan
(Negroes) occupy a country of seven years’ journey; that Egypt forms the sixtieth part of the country
of the Sudan; and that the country of the Sudan forms only a small portion of the surface of the earth,
the dimension of which is five hundred years’ journey. One third of it is inhabited, one-third is desert,
and one-third is covered with seas. The country of the Sudan borders on the most distant plains
of the dominions of Idris Ben Idris Ben ‘Abdullah Ben el-Hasan Ben el- Hosain Ben ‘All Ben Abi
Taleb, in the Magrib, which is the country of Tilimsan (lweli Tahart <l and Fas é(Fezz):
then comes Sus el-adna ¥ U« sul which is about two thousand three hundred miles from el-Kairwan,

and twenty days from Sus el-aksa (Al-Masoudi, 2005: 185).
He also wrote about people living in this area at the time, where he mentioned:

They are the owners of camels with a hump, oxen and sheep, and theirs is preparing horses
manumission, and mostly riding the publics Al-brzen'?, Arabs call them (Staring throwers), and they
have palm trees and generosity, corn, bananas and wheat, and their land as part of the land of Yemen,
and Nubian have Citron as the largest have in Islamic land, and their kings claim that, they’re
from Hamir tribe, and their king takes over the seat and Nobatia, Makuria and Alodia, and behind

Alodia there is a great nation from Sudan calls (Pkanh); a naked Negroes, and their land grows

2Abu al-Hassan bin Ali al-Masoudi was a traveller whose goal was to cover vast distances of lands. He referred to his
travels in places of his book, stating his purpose as experience, work, witness the conditions of nations, gain Knowledge
and science. His extensive travels were to search, to learn and to watch the world’s countries. He wanted to be an eye-
opener. Therefore, his trips were more useful and feasible, and he kept a trace from those of his predecessors who travelled
for trade, and who lacked the necessary preparation for scientific meditation even if their commercial trips were not
devoid of useful ways in some cases (Al-Masoudi, 2005: 6, 78, 128, 352).

13 Al-Birzun: name of non-Arabic horses and mules, it is from a horse species, great-character, thick-body, strong-legged
and great hooves (Cf. https://www.almaany.com/ar/dict/ar-ar [Access on 25.10.2016]).
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the gold, and in the kingdom of this nation the Nile separates, then branches to a great bay,
then become a green Gulf after its separation from the Nile, and descended the most to the Nubia land,
the Nile does not change, if at some times ripped off most of the water in that bay, and the white
the most, and Green least, then is branching that to the Gulf in valleys, bays and deep Monosh even
go out to Gelasag and south, on the coast of Negroes, and its downstream in their sea (Al-Masoudi,

2005: 264).

Another very important travellers were: Ibn Sulayem Al-Aswani, Mohammed Ibn Abdul Aziz
Al-Idrisi (who died in 1167 AD), Ibn Battuta (who visited Sudan in 1352 AD and stayed there
for 20 months) and Ibn Khaldun (who came to Sudan in 1380 AD). As aforementioned, there were
Egyptian documents found, that were describing the Middle Nile Region as a Land of Kush,
which lies south of Aswan up to Khartoum, the modern capital of Sudan. Moreover, this region was
called in the ancient time 7a Citi which means a land of bows, because of its people skills in archery.
Ancient Greeks called it a Land of Ethiopia — the Greek historian Ignatius Herodotus mentioned

this land in the 5™ century BC'*:

[...] Next to the island there is a great lake around which nomad Aithiopians live. When you have
sailed through this lake you reach the course of the Nile which flows into it. Then you disembark
and travel along the river for forty days, for sharp rocks emerge in the Nile and there are many sunken
rocks through which it is impossible to sail. After you have completed the journey through this region
during these forty days, you embark onto another boat and sail for twelve days. Thereupon you arrive

at a great city with the name of Meroe. This city is said to be the capital of all the other Aithiopians®.

After the collapse of the Kushite kingdoms, that were ruling Nubian land
since the 1% millennium BC to the 4™ century AD, great Christian kingdoms were established
on the ruins. They extended from the north, at the First Cataract region, reaching beyond the Sixth
Cataract area in the South. Byzantine missionaries proselyted upstream of the Nile confluence to Soba
East, the capital of the medieval kingdom of Alwa. The ruling time of the Christian Nubian kingdoms
in the Nubian land coincided with the time when Islam came to Egypt in the 7™ century. It resulted
in redeeming its people from the grip of Byzantine at that time. In other words, that had a great impact
on the Nubian land. The movement of the ancient caravan trade and the exchanging of trade
contributed to transmission and spread out Islam in Nubia. Then, little by little, Islam penetrated
into the Nubia, but that was not evidently enough to concern until the commander leader Amr ibn al-

As al-Sahmi sent his army under command of the commander ‘Abdallah ibn Sa‘d ibn Abt Sarh

14 Herodotus, a Greek historian lived in the 5" century BC. He was the first historian who collected his materials
systematically, tested their accuracy to a certain extent, and arranged them in a well-constructed and vivid narrative. His
History tells of the Persian Wars of the early 5™ century BC.

15 Cf. Eide, Higg, Pierce and Torok (1994: 308), https://digitalt.uib.no/handle/1956.2/3083 [Access on 29.05.2023].
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from Egypt to annex Nubia to Islam (Vantini, 1978: 64).

That was his biggest motivation, to penetrate into the South of Egypt, to the southern border
at the town of Aswan, which was the northern border of the Christian kingdoms of Nubia. These
kingdoms had great commercial, cultural and religious contacts with Egypt. Moreover, there was
a major role for the Exodus of Arab Islamic groups to the land of Sudan before official conversion
to Islam, which facilitated the movement of the incursion and spreading out the Islam southward
into the Nubian land and settled there (Vantini, 1978: 66-68). Eventually, that led to establishing
of small Islamic kingdoms which were stretched in a large part of Nubian territory. The biggest
Islamic Kingdom was known as Funj or Sinnar. It was formed in the 16™ century AD in the southeast,
in the Blue Nile Region, and then allied with Abdellab tribes to become the first Islamic state
in Sudan®®. Coinciding with Islamic kingdoms in Sudan, the Ottoman Empire was controlling the rule
in Egypt, which always looked at Sudan with greed and predation for its wealth, hoping to get its gold
and men, who were naturally and famously known for their strength and ferocity. Obviously,
Ottomans wanted Sudanese wealth and power for ruling, securing and expanding their empire?’.
Furthermore, they hoped to use them as a defence for the expected danger of the European troops
who were planning to control this region. Their plan was to follow and secure the sources of the Nile
with extension and expansion in the agricultural area. They wanted also to follow and prosecute El-
Mamalik, who fled from Egypt to Sudan and formed his small kingdom in the South
(Sharif, 1971: 24).

The first Western and European explorer, who visited the country of Sudan during the time
of the Islamic kingdoms in Sudan, was Charles-Jacques Poncet, MD. He visited Sudan in 1698—
1700 AD on his way to the land of Abyssinia (Ethiopia). In his works he wrote about the customs
and traditions of Dongola’s inhabitants and their food. What is crucial, he mentioned that he had seen
many of deserted churches, which were partially covered by sand (Sharif, 1971: 25). It has to be
mentioned that during the period of Islamic kingdoms in Sudan there was no any significant
consideration or worthy records for the antiquities and monuments of Sudan.

Another important person was Scottish traveller James Bruce. He was a writer who spend
more than ten years in North Africa and Ethiopia. He came to Sudan in 1771 AD and is known
as the first tracker of the Blue Nile, from its source in the Abyssinian Highlands until the confluence

with the White Nile (modern Khartoum), which Bruce reached on 29 November 1772 AD. Later, he

16 There was also a Kingdom of Tagely or Almspat in Kordofan region in the Western part of Sudan around 15" to 16
century, which was formed from Arab groups that migrated earlier to Sudan. In the long run, the Kingdom of Al-fur
in the Northwestern part of Sudan (Darfur) was the longest independent kingdom in this region, until its fall in the hands
of Ottoman rule in 1856 AD and then to the British colonizer in 1916 AD (Berry, 2015: 70-71).

17 The Ottomans were known as fierce proponents of Islam, who built an expansionist and strongly anti-Christian state
from the ruins of the Byzantine Empire.
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continued his journey up to Aswan, and finally arrived to Cairo in January 1773 AD. After that, he
published his book consisted of five volumes with a brief description of the areas that he was visiting
and living in. When it comes to the territory of Sudan, he described in details the nature of life
and inhabitants of the region, as well as their features, morals, religions, ways of dealing
with strangers, rulers, how they govern their land, their crops, wealth, prosperity and minerals.
He also described their caravan routes, seasons and climate (Sharif, 1971: 26).

In 1812 Johann Ludwig Burckhardt, who was generally known in Egypt by the name
of Sheikh Ibrahim, visited several areas of the Middle Nile Region and comprehensively described
them in many aspects related to the environment, society, economy, and political conditions. In terms
of archaeological research in Nubia, he is known for rediscovering the ruins of Napata. In his work
Travels in Nubia he described also parts between Aswan and Soleb, the country between Berber,
Shendy and Souakin. He also wrote a long extract about Maquria’s history (Burckhardt, 1819: 67).

However, the archaeological exploration in Nubia began with Giovanni Belzoni, who seems
to be the first to enter the Great Temple’s halls and cleared the structure of the sand in 1817 (Bard,
1999: 94).

Basically, most of the information gathered by explorers at that time was a description
of landmarks and locations in the Middle Nile Region. However, this view was changed
when Muhammad Ali Pasha’s campaign came to Sudan in 1821 AD. Pasha greatly relied
on the information mentioned by earlier travellers and explorers — especially those who had a clear
impact in the description of the Nubian land and its wealth. He clearly followed their strong

stimulation, recommendation and motivation for visiting this land and exploiting its resources.

2.1.3. The period of Ottoman rule in Sudan (reasons and concepts)

Muhammad Ali Pasha’s campaign to Sudan is known as the beginning of Turkish rule
in Sudan (1821-1885 AD). His objective was clearly to obtained strong men — a large number
of slaves to strengthen his regional ambitions. Another goal was to discover the Nile Valley sources
and gold mines, as well as to catch Mamluks who escaped to Sudan. However, in the term
of archaeology, Muhammad Ali Pasha may represent the first wide pass of discovering and studying
the Sudanese antiquities, although it is also the outset in the history of vandalism, theft and destruction
of the Sudanese antiquities in the modern era.

In a part of his campaign there were many European treasure hunters and activists, who were

18 This work was later continued by Richard Lepsius’s expedition (they copied reliefs on the walls at the site in 1844).
Next research in this area was done during Weigall’s survey; cf. subchapter 2.1.3. The period of Ottoman rule in Sudan
(reasons and concepts).
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interested in science of antiquities. They began to study some of the great archaeological sites
in the region. The most notable one was the French mineralogist Frederic Cailliaud (1787-1869)
who visited Sudan in 1821-1822 and whose inscriptions, statements and drawings became a great
reference that cannot be ignored when it comes to study these sites'®. Among other important
scientists following names have to be mentioned: Linant de Bellefonds (1779-1883), George
Waddington (1793—-1869) and George Alexander Hoskins (1802—1863). The latter visited Egypt
and Nubia in 1832—-1833 (Morkot, 2013: 100). His Nubian study material was the first one dedicated
to the history of the Nubian-Kushite kingdom and Meroe in English (Fig. 3) (Sharif, 1971: 24). In his
book Travels in Ethiopia (1835) he mentioned that Kush was "the land whence the arts of learning
of Egypt, and ultimately of Greece and Rome, derived their origin" (Tordk, 1997: 8).

Fig. 3. The temple of Amenhotep III of Soleb (Hoskins and Hullandel, 1835)%.

Sudan has suffered a lot in comparison to the other third world countries. It underwent
the biggest robbery ever known of its history and treasures at the time, which rolled and repeated later
in the multiple periods such as: Ottoman Empire — Turkish rule, and then during the Anglo-Egyptian
Sudan (1898-1956). In the light of the above considerations, during the Turkish campaign the leader
Muhammad Ali Pasha had hired some scholars and researchers to control Sudan. Most of them were
interested in mapping the country’s natural resources such as water and gold, while the others

in collecting antiques and treasures.

19 Cailliaud described his experiences in North Africa and in the Middle Nile Region in his four volumes Voyage a Méroé
(1823-1827) and in his book Arts and Crafts of the Ancient Egyptians, Nubians and Ethiopians (1831-1837). He travelled
in Egypt, Nubia and Ethiopia, collecting minerals and making observations. He was a part of the military expedition sent
south to conquer the Kingdom of Sennar, but also marched further into Fazogli. Caillaud searched for outcroppings
of gold while the commander Ismail, son of Muhammad Ali, enslaved locals and slaughtered all who resisted.

20 Hoskins and Hullandel, (1835) Pyramids of Meroe, [in:] Travels in Ethiopia, above the second cataract of the Nile;
exhibiting the state of that country, and its various inhabitants, under the dominion of Mohammed Ali; and illustrating
the antiquities, arts, and history of  the ancient kingdom of  Meroe, London.
Cf. https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47¢1-db35-a3d9-e040-c00a18064a99 [Access on 8.08.2020].
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One of them, who became the most famous thief of antiquities, was Italian doctor Giuseppe
Ferlini. Along with his companion, an Albanian adventurer Antoine Stephani (1834—1844 AD), they
convinced the Turkish ruler to allow them to join the campaign. Ferlini’s goal was to extract precious
gold from the area of Begrawiya’s pyramids (Fig. 4). He brought with him about 300 workers
who were hired to destroy pyramids, until he found the treasure box with the greatest Meroitic Queen
Amanishakheto’s spectacular artifacts (jewellery) under the pyramid No. 6. He stole it and fled
fugitive to Europe (Ahmed, 1997: 2)?!. Later, he tried to sell the treasure to European museums
or to wealthy locals, who were denouncing the existence of such valuable and precision-made
jewellery in the heart of Africa’s sub-Saharan. In 1839, the Bavarian king Ludwig I acquired the first
half of the Amanishakheto’s treasure for the Royal Antiquarian in Munich. Further, in 1846,
the Prussian king Frederic William I'V acquired a part of the queen Amanishakheto’ treasure, founding
the first Sudanese archaeological collection in Germany. Ultimately, the antiquities were obtained
by the Museum of Egyptian Art in Munich and the Egyptian Museum in Berlin, and displayed

in the section devoted to the Sudanese antiquities (Nubia and Sudan exhibition)?.

Fig.4. Meroe pyramids in the 19" century (Hoskins and Hullandel, 1835)%,

21 This information was also confirmed by D. Wildung (personal contact, 2015). More about this event can be founded
in the article of R.Pearse Just one Italian: the pyramids of Meroe and Giuseppe Ferlini, their destroyer.
Cf. http://www.roger-pearse.com/weblog/2016/12/06/just-one-italian-the-pyramids-of-meroe-and-giuseppe-ferlini-their-
destroyer/#to-just-one-italian-the-pyramids-of-meroe-and-giuseppe-ferlini-their-destroyer-n-1 [Access on 12.01.2017]
and in book of G. Ferlini Relation historique des fouilles opérées dans la Nubie par le Docteur Ferlini: suivie
d’un catalogue des objets qu’il a trouvés dans l'une des 47 pyramides aux environs de [’ancienne ville de Méroé (1838).
22 This information comes from D. Wildung (personal contact, 2015) — professor at the University of Munich and Berlin;
Director of the State Collection of the Museum of Egyptian Art in Munich 1975 and the Egyptian Museum
and the Papyrus Collection in Berlin 1990; Director of the excavation project in Naga, Sudan 1995.

2 Hoskins, G.A./Hullandel, C. J. (1835) Pyramids of Meroe [in:] Travels in Ethiopia, above the second cataract
of the Nile; exhibiting the state of that country, and its various inhabitants, under the dominion of Mohammed Ali;
and illustrating  the antiquities, arts, and history of the ancient kingdom of Meroe, London.
Cf. https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47¢1-db35-a3d9-e040-c00a18064a99 [Access on 8.08.2020].
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Except of the aforementioned events, Ottoman rule in Sudan did not give any attention
to the archaeology that could be mentioned or considered as a real archaeological work or any plan
for fieldwork. However, during that period, the red brick buildings at the archaeological site of Soba
East were dismantled, and building materials were collected and transported for use in building
Khartoum. The bricks were extracted among others by Turkish soldiers. Nevertheless,
after the stealing of Begrawiya’s artifacts, a lot of questions were raised about the antiquities
of the Middle Nile Region in Sudan, especially about the necessity of identifying and finding them.

Eventually, Sudan attracted many discoverers from the Western and the Eastern countries,
who were encouraged to visit and discover its antiquities. However, the revolution against
the Ottoman rule and Egyptian grievances (led by Muhammad Ahmad bin Abd Allah Al-Mahdi;
known as Mahdia’s Revolution or War 1881-1899 AD) limited many of archaeological activities
and discoveries at that time (Ahmed, 1997: 1-2)%.

The 19 century history of archaeological research in Sudan ended with the work of Wallis
Budge, who was an English Egyptologist, orientalist and philologist working at the British Museum.
In 1897 he was commissioned by the British Museum to conduct experimental excavations in Sudan
at Jebel Barkal and to examine other archaeological sites in that area. He was also sent to Sudan
for the second time in 1898 to submit a report for the British Museum on the status of monuments
in the city of Meroe, with the intention of ensuring the possibility of field work excavation (Sharif,
1971: 25). The excavation of the pyramids of Meroe were undertaken in 1903. Nonetheless, the end
of the 19™ and early 20" centuries is considered as the true beginning of the history of archaeological
research in Sudan.

Special attention has to be paid to Karl Richard Lepsius, the director of the Royal Prussian
Expedition, who was a qualified scholar in monumental survey work through his talents and education
in several fields such as philology, linguistic and history. A majority of researchers acknowledge
that Lepsius with his Prussian Expedition (1842—1845) was considered the first expedition that was
organized by professional scholars. They carried out systemic survey and documented the remains
of visible monuments of the ancient Middle Nile Region. Besides, they collected vast amount
of objects/artifacts that were transferred to Germany. These objects are today displayed in the halls

of Egyptian Museum in Berlin (T6rok, 1997: 11-13).
2.1.4. Conclusions

In conclusion, the process of building awareness and knowledge about the archaeological

heritage in Sudan began with the role of travellers and foreign visitors, who were pioneers in the early

24 This was also confirmed by D. Wildung (personal contact, 2015).
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stage of the discovery of Sudanese heritage. The fact that since the ancient time Africans were
constantly moving around, in and out of the region for trade, contributed to the increase
of the importance of that region. By the 16 century the trade of gold, ivory, and people was well
established. Then, in the early 19" century, the systematic penetration and geographical exploration
of Africa was undertaken by Europeans, who were seeking for a geographical knowledge, commerce
opportunities and a chance to spread the Gospel.

Many individuals and groups of people left the safety of their family home and travelled huge
distances by land or sea, both for adventure and to learn more about other peoples’ culture and places.
Some travels helped to establish trade routes or politics, while others came for personal pleasure

and knowledge. Daniel E. Harmon (2001: 8) mentioned that:

The extraordinary narratives of some of the journeys of early European travellers and adventurers
in Africa are a vivid reminder of just how recently Africa has become embroiled in the power struggles
and vested interests of non-Africans.

Those travellers can be described as adventurers or researchers (scholars) who were interested
in knowledge and discovery. However, some of them can also be described as antiquarians®®, paid
clients spies or collectors of wealth or people who just followed orders and who kept a careful diary
of the expedition.

The antiquarians were first to use digging as a method to investigate the past in Sudan.
The gained artifacts were classified according to genre and value. The excavations of ancient
monuments were not well studied, as there was not enough time for investigation and it was not
the subject of interest at that time, but it was equally important to archaeology, especially when these
activities became more popular in some countries and regions through the societies of antiquarians
that occurred in the 1840s.

It has to be emphasized that the Arab travellers, who visited the Middle Nile Region and wrote
about it, were limited to their goals and concepts in the aspects of scientific research and knowledge,
while goals and motivations of most western travellers were limited to the aspects of earning,

an increase of wealth or resources, and the information intelligence about the region and its resources.

% The antiquarians are people who relate to or deal with antiquities; they collect antiques or antiquities, however, some
of the Medieval antiquarians made collections of inscriptions or records of monuments.
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2.2.  Sudan under the Anglo-Egyptian Condominium (1899-1956)

This section presents archaeological projects as well as the approach to management
of archaeological heritage, especially the concept of antiquities, throughout the period of Anglo-
Egyptian rule in Sudan 1899-1956. The history of colonization in Sudan started in 1821 and lasted
until 1956. The country was firstly under the Ottoman rule and later under British-Egyptian authority.
The Mahdi Revolution (1881-1899), a large independence movement, was the main event

of the period and the reason for change in the colonial organization of the region.

2.2.1. The management of antiquities and its concept during the period of Anglo-
Egyptian rule in Sudan (1899-1956)

The Anglo-Egyptian colonial agreement made it clear that Egypt was in the Ottoman sphere
of influence. What is known as the Turko-Egyptian period in Sudan, was in the reality the rule
of Ottoman Caliphate in Egypt, Muhammad Ali Pasha, who wanted to expand the influence
of Ottoman Empire in the southern region of Egypt.

At the time of the Mahdi’s Revolution 1881-1899 (Mahdist War) there was no noticeable
consideration for the archaeological fieldwork. Apparently, leaders of the revolution did not show
any interest in antiquities or gave an attention to antiquity remains and archaeological sites in Sudan.
They were mostly preoccupied with the affairs of revolution, such as the fighting against the colonizer
and securing the country. However, in term of heritage, during this period some antiquities have been
destroyed or heavily damaged. As an example, Mahdists occupied the old strongholds along the Nile
Valley (e.g. medieval Ed-Deiga where fights had been reported with British army). They
also destroyed most of the old writings and Arabic scripts (e.g.abook from Korti Island).
Furthermore, it has to be emphasized, that during the conflict the British army also had destroyed
many antiquities (Jackson, 1926: 28f).

As the revolutionists did not show any interest in archaeological remains, they left many
archaeological materials, monuments and historical documents untouched, which have later
contributed to better understanding of some features and events associated with the revolution.
Furthermore, the Anglo-Egyptian condominium in Sudan was not managed similarly to the other
British colonial territories. In a fact, Sudan was not an official colony attached to the British Foreign
Office, although it was run by British officers, relying on Sudanese, Egyptians or Syrians clerks,
translators, accountants, tax collectors, judges, teachers and others.

Sudanese society grew from about 2 to 10 million people between 1899 and 1956. Inhabitants
were predominantly Arabic speakers (majority in the North), but there were also non-Arabic speakers
(such as: Nubians in the North, Fur, Zaghawa, Masalit, the population of Darfur inthe West,
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and the population of the Eastern Sudan — Beja). Finally, there were many diverse linguistic groups
in the South (Dinka, Nuweir, Bari, Zandi, local Arabic and English). When it comes to the confession,
most of the inhabitants were Muslims or Christians, or belonged to various local religions. However,
during the Condominium era of Sudan, educational issues, policies and practices were managed
according to geographical, linguistic and religious diversity (Balamoan, 1976: xxviii, 470; Wallis
Budge, 1907: 390). Following this principle, the coexisting educational institutions in colonial Sudan
were mapped and then followed an evolution of educational policy during the half century of British
ruling (Berry, 2015: 70).

The Condominium authorities were the first in the region’s history that had a strategy prepared
for the management of antiquities. The British General-Governor of Sudan at the time was the first
official person who was responsible for antiquities, archaeological research and fieldwork in Sudan.
The first operation undertaken was in the spring of 1902 by Reginald Wingate, who was a British
administrator in Egypt and then the General-Governor in Sudan. He prepared arrangements
to excavate the largest group of pyramids at Meroe sites. This excavation was conducted by one
of Wingate’s team member, Ernest Alfred Thompson Wallis Budge (Wallis Budge, 1907: 501).

Furthermore, in 1903 the first department of Antiquities Service in Sudan was established
by the British Governor J. W. Crowfoot. After that the interest in antiquities and archaeology of Sudan
gained administrative validation. As a manifestation of it can serve the release of the first legal draft
rule for Sudan, which was issued in 19" January 1889. The convention included a draft of the first
Ordinance for the Sudanese Antiquities of 1905 and provided the better preservation for all
of the antiquities in Sudan (Wallis Budge, 1907: 501).

The ordinance was intended to manage the archaeological work in the country. It authorized
the Governor-General to appoint an English Commissioner for antiquities, who was under
the Department of Education at that time. He also was responsible for overseeing the management
of archaeological affairs in Sudan?. Later, systematics of archaeological research in Sudan had been
organized and managed according to this ordinance. The British archaeologists, mainly
Egyptologists, were further encouraged to visit Sudan and discover its ancient remains. The Trustees
of the British Museum sent E. A. Wallis Budge, who worked for the museum, to visit Egypt
and Sudan in the framework of archaeological missions (T6rok, 1997: 19).

Wallis Budge was an English Egyptologist, orientalist and philologist; however, the main

purpose of his missions was to purchase antiquities (cuneiform tablets, manuscripts, papyri, etc.)

26 The British Governor-General at the time, Reginald Wingate, became the person responsible for the Antiquities Service
in the country until the enactment of the first Antiquities Ordinance 1905 (Sudan Gazette, No. 80, p. 377).
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to help expanding the British Museum’s collection and exhibition?’. Wallis Budge visited Sudan
several times between 18971905, where he carried out his inspection for antiquities in the northern
part of the country and examined the pyramid-fields and burial grounds at Nuri, Kurru, Zuma
and Tankasi. He also had opened one of the pyramids at Jebel Barkal and excavated parts of the ruined
temples of the site?® (Bard, 1999: 386).

In 1904 the Board of Museums (National Museum of Sudan in Khartoum) ratified the acting
office of Conservator of Antiquities which was established later by the Government of Sudan (T6rok,
1997: 1). The office was created under the guidance of John Winter Crowfoot, who was the first acting
conservator in 1903—-1908. Later, he served as an Assistant Director of Education and Acting
Conservator of Antiquities for the Government of Sudan. Further, in 1914-1926, he served
as the Director of Education in Sudan (To6rok, 1997: 19).

In 1905 Wallis Budge with Crowfoot, the Inspector of Education at the time, assisted Reginald
Wingate in collecting antiquities for the establishment of the first museum at Khartoum. His further
task was to examine all principal ancient sites from Halfa area (Sesi or Sesebi) to Semna (Wallis
Budge, 1907: 502). It has to be noticed, that this act is considered to be the first archacological
fieldwork in Sudan after it fell under the grip of the British colonizer. It was also the first act
of collecting and transferring archaeological material from archaeological sites to Khartoum.

Before 1938 the first Commissioner of Antiquities in Sudan was not appointed yet,
therefore the Antiquities Service remained systematically unorganized. At the beginning of 1938
the post of Commissioner for Archaeology and Anthropology was instituted and attached
to the Education Department. It was constituted that the Commissioner on his archaeological side
would discharge the functions of the Conservator of Antiquities, while that post was in abeyance.
Besides, the Commissioner’s functions included taking care of the ancient monuments,
archaeological and ethnographic collections in the country’s museums, such as: the museums
in Khartoum, the Khalifa’s House in Omdurman, museums in Merowe and Wadi Halfa. Moreover, he
had authority to consider applications to explore or excavate in the ancient sites. Additionally,
issuance of licenses had to be approved by the Archaeological and Museums Board. Eventually, he
had also additional anthropological duties (Arkell, 1940: 3). The first Commissioner of Archaeology
and Anthropology was British archaeologist, Anthony John Arkell (1938-1949). He was a former
British colonial administrator, who later became the pioneer of prehistory in Sudan, as he conducted

several excavations in this field, e.g. the excavation of Shaheinab site (a village to the north

27 Many of the Museum archaeologists at the time believed that excavations would reveal more tablets (formal discussions
to settle an issue or dispute).

28 The sites of Napata were excavated in 1897 by Wallis Budge and in 1907 by James Breasted for the University
of Chicago. However, the first major excavations were undertaken by George Reisner and Harvard University-Museum
of Fine Arts (MFA) Boston expedition in 1916-1920 (Bard, 1999: 386).
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of Omdurman) in 1953. He also conducted first rescue excavations in the area of Khartoum Hospital
in 1944-1945 (Edwards, 2004: 5)%°. Arkell with his position was able to conduct several surveys
and documented the existence of massive mounds, rich in iron slag remains in Meroe
and the extensive pre-dynastic culture of Egypt. He is also known for making the first survey
in the Fourth Cataract area, but the lack of transport at the time effectively prevented any further
activity in the area (Shinnie, 1949: 2). Furthermore, during his administration period the Antiquities
Service became an independent institution, with its responsible manager who was directly
under the Ministry of Education (Hakem, 1978: 37).

Later, the position of Commissioner of Archaecology and Anthropology was handed
over to Peter Lewis Shinnie (1949-1955). He was responsible for drafting the second Antiquities
Ordinance in 1952, where he set out the clear definitions of the archaeological objects and monuments
(Jakob and Ali, 2001: 513).

When the first independent Antiquities Service was established, Shinnie was appointed
as the first independent director of the Antiquities Service. This office was added to the Ministry
of Education until the Sudanization in 1953, where it became a separate division, managed
by a responsible manager who was subordinate to the Ministry of Education. Shinnie left
the Antiquities Service in June 1955, as a result of judgment of the Sudanization committee (Hakem,
1978: 42).

A decade before, in 1943, the British authorities began preparing the North for self-
government. Then, in 1946, they reversed this policy and decided to integrate North and South Sudan
under one government. This was applied to government institutions, notably the Antiquities Service
and Museums, in order to provide an essential first step in the process of Sudanization. It was known
that training was very necessary in order to recruit a suitable officer for antiquities and museums,
which might have taken a lot of time, and with only one officer there was a risk of losing all work,
especially if the employee for any reason leaves the job. However, when there was a deficit
in the Sudanese qualified cadres in this profession, a French scholar, Jean Vercoutter, was appointed

in 1955 as the first director for the Antiquities Service in Sudan after the Sudanization.

2 The first step of Arkell was to take over the Antiquities Service and Museums interest. Then he conducted a rapid tour
to major sites in the Northern Sudan, such as: J. Barkal, Kawa, Kerma, Sesibi, Sadenga, Amara, and Buhen. Later, he
returned to Khartoum and set up a separate office to deal with archaeology and museums issues, which previously had
been dealt through the Geological Office. Moreover, he had employed nine antiquities guards for the sites of Buhen,
Abdel Gader Church, Semna, Sulb, Kurru, J. Barkal, Nuri, Meroe, and Nagaa with Masawarat. Finally, he made a journey
for support and help through a wide international contact with museums, institutions and experts in the field
of archaeology in Cairo and England (Arkell, 1940: 4).
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2.2.2. Archaeological projects — fieldworks

The scientific archaeological fieldwork projects did not begin properly and effectively
in Sudan before the Anglo-Egyptian Condominium occupation. The interest in antiquities
and archaeology is considered to have begun after the advent of the colonizer, who imposed his
control on the country and developed a plan for administration. Additionally, by the end
of the 19 century, the desire to expand water supply in the Nile Valley for agriculture increased.
The colonial administration wanted to replace the traditional farming cultivation in the region — this
decision led to the construction of a series of dams in the Nile Valley.

The expedition that was launched to explore the archaeological contexts of the late prehistoric
and historic period in the lower Nubia was conducted by early explorers and travellers, notably
Burckhardt and Amelia Edwards, who had observed the Qustul tumuli and attempted a minor
exploration in the area. Then, in 1929 a survey led by Walter B. Emery and Laurence P. Kirwan took
place. Moreover, the location and systematic excavation of sites in this region was conducted during
the second Nubian salvage action, in which all sites were to be recorded below 123 R.L.,
the maximum height of the new dam (Williams, 1986: 5).

The concept of dams’ construction was introduced in order to extend the control over the Nile
River’s floods and to organize the irrigation of agricultural projects in the region. The plan was
to expand the size of the lake as a result of constructing the dams. However, water gathered in retain
lakes inundated a large part of the Nile Valley land on both banks, where many archaeological sites
were located. The Aswan reservoir was established in 18991902 and became the first large reservoir
constructed on the Nile River at the time. It was 130 ft high and its lake covered the Nile valley as far
south as Wadi Sebua in South Egypt. This construction was built after a careful survey of the Nile
Valley from Khartoum to the First Cataract, which proved that there was no site which possessed
such advantages as that at the head of the First Cataract (Hakem, 1978: 43f).

The only archaeological fieldwork carried out in connection with this project was the survey
and strengthening of the temple of Philae in Egypt. In 1904 John Garstang undertook the exploratory
campaign and made proper examination with Arthur Weigall, who was inspector of the Department
of Antiquities in Egypt. He conducted a brief archaeological survey of Lower Nubia, recording some
of the most important data about temples in this area, such as rock inscription and the location
of cemeteries (Reisner, 1910: 6). It was the only extensive archaeological work conducted in Lower
Nubia in the 20" century before the first archaeological survey in the Nile Valley.

Obviously, most of the mentioned archaeological activities were not conducted in Sudan
but in southern Egypt at the Lower Nubia. However, it had a great impact on methodological

approach to the fieldwork in Sudan. It has to be noticed, that Weigall brought forward the suggestion
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that the archaeological history of Nubia presents curious differences from the Egyptian history,
and that it was related in some way to the so-called "pan-graves"*. In 1907 the Egyptian government
decided to heighten the reservoir body of the Aswan Dam by 16,5 ft. In this case funds were set aside
for a thorough archaeological examination of the northern half of Egyptian Nubia, and as a result two
projects were undertaken (Hakem, 1978: 43f).

The first one was concerned with consolidation and recording of major historical monuments.
It was placed under the Egyptian Department of Antiquities and its results were published by Reisner
in Archaeological Survey of Nubian Report for 1907-1908, vol. 1 in 1910. Although aforementioned
campaigns to save the Nubian antiquities were largely confined to the lands mostly controlled
by the Egyptian state at the time, they contributed significantly to the development, classification
and foundations of the archaeological chronology and culture of Sudanese Nubian monuments.

The emergence and development of the idea of rescue archaeology and excavations in Sudan
was mostly associated with the second project, which was conducted under the supervision
of the Survey Department. One of its aims was to find and record cemeteries and other archaeological
sites that were located up to the subsistence line about 115 m see level. It was the highest point to be
affected by raising the body of the dam. The plan was to cross both banks of the Nile River
at the target area in order to identify as many sites as possible. The goal was to excavate every
important site in the target area, as well as taking samples and outlines trace for the less important

sites and to study all the artifacts and the human skeleton remains.

2.2.3. The concepts, purpose, methods and approaches at the beginning of 20™" century

The first campaign for archaeological fieldwork in the region extended southern from city
of Aswan until the Second Cataract area in northern Sudan in the region of Dakka,
where the fieldwork directed by George. A. Reisner of Harvard University took place (October 1907—
April 1908). He was the first scholar put in charge of the survey in the Nile Valley Region, and he
established the systematic methods for recording finds in this region. In 1907-1911, he and his
companion C.M. Firth conducted excavations and studies that extended the knowledge of this region
and its past inhabitants.

Reisner based his approach on preliminary examination. It relied on identifying and marking
down surface indicators of graves, ancient sites and areas likely to contain graves or other remains.
In next phase, he examined potential areas using a hoe or pit method to discover whether they actually

contained tombs or archaeological materials. In this way the sites that required complete excavations

30 "Pan-graves" formed the cemeteries of Nubian settlements in Egypt, they were first found by Petrie at Diospolis parva
and are dated to the period between 2400—1550 BC (Reisner, 1910: 6).
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were identified (Reisner, 1910: 8-9). Moreover, he and his team used various recording methods,
including: detailed map of the cemetery, a diary of progress of the work, general observation
on the condition and history of the site written after the excavation, drawings on millimetre-squared
cards and sets of photographs (general view and details of each grave) (Reisner, 1910: 12).

In 1908-1911, under the supervision of Firth, the scope of the survey was expanded to the far
South, down to Wadi Sebua, confirming and refining Reisner’s sequence. Apart from some rather
superficial fieldwork in the fortresses at Ikkur and Quban, the main effort was directed towards
the examination of about 150 tombs (Firth, 1927: 20). It is worth to mention that there were some
travellers that had already noticed a number of Pharaonic city sites, but most of them had been flooded
by the construction of the first Aswan dam. During his first fieldwork seasons in 1907-1908, Reisner
found 50 cemeteries with a few habitation sites that were investigated over 50 km stretch of the Nile
River (Reisner, 1910: 6).

Reisner’s results allowed him to construct a cultural sequence of this region, based on units
that could be associated with periods of Egyptian history. A local culture of the region called
“A-Group” was identical to the Early Egyptian Dynastic period and was considered as a continuation
of Predynastic cultures that are historically associated with the local culture of Upper Egypt. The next
stage, called “B-Group”, was associated with the Old Egyptian Kingdom. Furthermore, “C-Group”
was identified as coeval with the first intermediate period and the Middle Egyptian Kingdom. It is
followed by the “D-Group” indistinguishable from the new Kingdom materials in Egypt (Reisner,
1910: 6).

These studies were great contribution to the earlier gathered information about the Middle
Nile Region. It helped to create a new understanding of the region, based on the previously available
knowledge with additional information gathered in the extensive and innovative research of Reisner’s
system. This system is considered to be the earliest programme of extensive salvage of archaeology.
It produced a clear record of accomplished work survey that helped to set a standard
for the subsequent research in Nubia region.

Notably, during the same period, several other expeditions were working outside the survey
area, e.g. the Eckley B. Coxe Expedition of University of Pennsylvania (1907-1910), led
by C.L. Woolley and D. Randall Maclver, excavated the “C-Group” settlement at Amada and around
Egyptian settlement at Aniba and Buhen. These researches classified inhabitancy of first groups
that inhabited in this region, as well as contributed to the initial chronology studies of the Sudanese
Nubian antiquities (O’Connor, 1993: 48).

Later, just before the First World War, Reisner began to work in Sudan and he carried
out important excavations on what was believed to be remains of the Middle Egyptian Kingdom

colony at Kerma, among temples of the New Kingdom at Jebel Barkal (1912—-1916). Then, he studied
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the sites in Semna and Kumma in 1924-1932. Eventually, Reisner was able to write only about his
work in Kerma, but results of his further excavations in Sudan were published after his death by Dows
Dunham (Hakem, 1978: 43).

The second archaeological campaign took place in 1929-1936, as the result of the decision
taken by the Anglo-Egyptian government to rise the water table in the reservoir of Aswan
for the second time to 122 m above the sea level. However, by the First World War, the archaeological
fieldwork in Lower Nubia stopped and did not start again until 1929. The second campaign was
assigned to Walter Bryan Emery and Laurence Kirwan in the survey sites along the West Bank
of the Nile River between Wadi Sebua and the Sudanese border (Hakem, 1978: 44).

During the second decade of the 20™ century, the joint expedition of Harvard University
and Museum of Fine Arts in Boston (1921-1923), under the direction of George Reisner, excavated
subterranean burial chambers in three pyramid cemeteries (the South, North and West Groups,
since then known as the Begrawiya cemeteries and referred to by the abbreviation Beg S, Beg N
and Beg W). Artifacts found during these excavations are now in the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
and the Sudan National Museum. In following year, in the third season 1930, the most spectacular
discoveries of this period were made in the post-Meroitic cemeteries of Qustul and Ballana,
where royal tombs were discovered. They included tombs of Nubian kings from the 4" to the 6™
century AD. Their excavations took remaining three seasons, which were devoted to surveying
the eastern bank of the River Nile before floods. Additionally, the work of Emery amplified earlier
interpretations of the history of Nubia in the Pharaonic era (Trigger, 1978: 112).

Later, the University of Oxford has also sent a series of expeditions to southern Egypt
and Sudan, where they have worked in various archaeological sites in both countries and made
important discoveries. The first mission was directed and funded by Francis L. Griffith, who was
the first professor of Egyptology at the University of Oxford. The work was carried out at the sites
of Faras, Abdul Qadir and Napata — Sanam in 1910-1913 and in 1929-1931 (Bard, 1999: 843).

The University of Oxford also sent another expedition to Meroe — Begrawiya to explore
the city of Meroe. This mission worked in years 1911-1916, and was headed by an English scholar
John Garstang. Between 1929-1936 the third expedition called Oxford Expedition excavated the New
Kingdom settlement at the city of Kawa, near to the Third Cataract, at the ancient cemeteries
in the area of Farka, 150 km south of Wadi Halfa. Moreover, an English mission organised
by Egyptian Exploration Society conducted excavations at the towns of Sesebi and Amara West
in 19361937 (Sharif, 1971: 26f).

Eventually, in 1940-1950, the Department of Sudan Antiquities began regular programs
of excavations in prehistory sites at the eastern bank of the Nile in northern Khartoum — Omdurman.

In addition, another two important sites dating back to the Christian era have to be mentioned: Soba
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East near Khartoum and Deir el-Ghazali, a monastery near to the modern city of Merowe (Sharif,
1971: 26f). Finally, the conclusion of this period witnessed a number of important excavations,
including those in Faras and Sanam Abu Dum, monumental sites of Kerma, Jebel Barkal, Nuri,
Al-Kurru and the city of Meroe.

It has to be mentioned that in 1940 the first well-organized rescue surveys and excavations
were launched in Central Sudan of prehistoric sites, and the result of these rescue actions helped
to formulate the first picture of the late prehistory in central Sudan. The systematic organisation
of the Sudan Antiquities Service was practically undertaken in 1952 by P. L. Shinnie, who later
revised and updated the Antiquities Ordinance in 1952.

2.2.4. Publications and the annual reports of ASM

The first publications in the annual reports of the Antiquities Service and Museums, as well
as the publications outside the authority of this institution, helped to understand the role and activities
of the Antiquities Service and Museums as a govern institutional body. Their publications were
an annual periodic issuance of annual reports for the Antiquities Service and Museums’ work
activities and management in Sudan, entitled Report of the Antiquities Service and Museums.

The first scientific annual journal for the regular fieldwork reports of the Antiquities Service
in Sudan and its management was entitled Sudan Notes and Records and was issued for the first time
in 1918. It was the first journal to cover archaeological, historical, ethnographical and anthropological
topics. Those were the fields of studies that just had started to be developed at that time in Sudan,
so there was a need for publication of this kind. Establishing of the journal greatly contributed
to further expansion of studies and research (Arkell, 1940: 15).

As addition to reports, in 1906 James Henry Breasted photographed and collected information
about many archaeological sites from north of Sudan to the South-East of Khartoum,
through the Sudan Political Service 1907-1931. Furthermore, in 1907, Wallis Budge published his
famous book in two volumes entitled The Egyptian Sudan: Its History and Monuments. In these
volumes he described in details the existing monuments on numerous sites, included the summaries
of writings of earlier travellers to Sudan (Wingate, 1918: 1).

Moreover, between 1904-1914 John Garstang made some excavations at the site

of the Meroe City®! in Begrawiya-Kabushiya. His research was conducted at one of the most

31 The importance of the city of Meroe was only recognized in 1909, by A. H. Sayce, who suggested to John Garstang
that the site should be investigated. With his knowledge of important Meroitic cemeteries in Lower Nubia, Garstang
began excavating there under the aegis of the University of Liverpool. The fieldwork was directed by him in collaboration
with the philologist Sayce and the eminent Egyptologist F. L. Griffith, who was attracted by the chance of discovering
monuments that might promote the decipherment of the Meroitic language (Bard, 1999: 615).
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important and famous urban sites of ancient Kingdom of Kush and it represents so far the largest
settlement site excavation area of more than 1 km?. Garstang published his results in a brief,
preliminary reports, where five seasons of the large-scale fieldwork were recorded, but the findings
were unpublished for a long time. They were preserved in the School of Archaecology and Oriental
Studies, University of Liverpool, and were published by Laszlo Toérok. Other finds are located
in various museums in England, Europe, the United States and Canada (T6rok, 1997: 11).

As an initiative of the first Commissioners of Antiquities Service and Museums, Arkell
and Shinnie, in 1953 another journal has been established, namely Sudanese Journal Kush. The fields

of interest cover Nubian studies and Sudanese antiquities.

2.2.5. The concept of Sudanese museums during the Anglo-Egyptian Condominium
and its strategy for the management of antiquities

The performance quality of the National Antiquities Services and Museums made it
imperative for them to carry out multiple and complex tasks in this field, especially in the aspect
of the fieldwork. However, the concept and tasks of the Antiquities Service and Museums
during the Condominium period from 1899 until the independent of Sudan in 1956 was greatly linked
and influenced by the establishment of museums in Europe, as they were opened to the public
in a large scale in the mid-19'" century. This act had the most significant impact to expand deeper
knowledge of human history, especially of the ancient times.

Nevertheless, there were not many people of Sudanese origin who could take
over the responsibility for museums, possibly a minor category of intellectuals and researchers.
During the end of 19™ century and the beginning of the 20" century, the first Museum of Archaeology
and Ethnography was established in Sudan by Reginald Wingate (Wallis Budge, 1907: 501).
The reason to create such places was the constantly increasing collections of valuable archaeological
and anthropological artifacts that were found and collected throughout the 19" century. It has to be
noted that researches and studies in archaeology and anthropology at the time had the greatest impact
in obtaining different sets of materials that were collected for various purposes, such as: study,
museum or exhibition.

This collections contributed to establishing the first museum in Sudan that exhibited
the archaeological and anthropological materials. It was set up in 1902, in a small room
at the premises of Gordon Memorial College (currently University of Khartoum). This room was
allocated for studying, preserving and displaying some of the archaeological and anthropological
materials (e.g. pottery) that were collected from various areas in Sudan (Wallis Budge, 1907: 375).

Following the strategy, Wallis Budge also continued to collect archaeological materials
for the Museum of Khartoum in 1905 (Sharif, 1971: 29). In 1925, museum at Merowe in Northern
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Sudan was established. It was a small regional museum and it didn’t give a complete idea
about the history of ancient Sudan. What is more, most of exhibited artifacts were limited only
to specific era, namely the Napata period. Later, some of these collections were transferred
to the Sudan National Museum in Khartoum, in order to enrich its collection and artifacts.

It has to be mentioned that there was a plan to build a large museum in Merowe region,
which would include all eras and civilizations that have passed through the history of Sudan
(Sharif, 1971: 24). Furthermore, the Khalifa House Museum was established in Omdurman,
(at the headquarters of Mahdi Revolution®?, and later of the Anglo-Egyptian Condominium in Sudan)
and opened to the public in 1928.

The next important museum is Wadi Halfa Museum which was established in 1930,
on the border with Egypt. Furthermore, the Ethnographic Museum (or Tribal Museum) was opened
in December 1956, after the Antiquities Service inherited the buildings of British Army club.
Basically, this building was in need of reparations to fit with the idea of displaying the ethnographic
collection, with respect to various lifestyles of tribes in Sudan. Most of this collection had been
gathered before the year 1945 and was stored at the Department of Anthropology, where it wasn’t
preserved in a proper way (Sharif, 1971: 24).

2.2.6. Conclusions

The latter half of the 19" century was a period of great development in the field of antiquities
and museums, notably in Egyptology. The rich potential for research and acquisition of Egyptian
antiquities was quickly recognized and appreciated by European and American museums as well as
universities. The scope of interest slowly expanded also to the Sudanese territory and history.
However, excavations in Sudan from the beginning to the middle of 20™ century were undertaken
mainly under the control of the Anglo-Egyptian government through the Antiquities Department.
In practice, by the turn of the 20" century, the American Egyptologists, George A. Reisner, was
the first to work in a long term of scientific manner in Sudan. Since 1905 he conducted a massive
archaeological work throughout Egypt and Nubian Sudan during the Harvard University and Boston
Museum of Fine Arts expedition. This work contributed to better understanding of the Sudanese
history and its antiquities.

The history of Antiquities Service and Museums administration in Sudan during the period

of Anglo-Egyptian Sudan is characterized by dynamic development. During this time the country’s

3% Tourism and Antiquities, Omer Sheikh: cf. https://pyschotec.com/ar/2017/03/14/w -pl-disse - ady 543081 Cap-Canief
[Access on 20.03.2021].
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need to understand its past and history was recognized. On another hand, this period slightly
broadened out a chance for the colonizer and many other institutions to transfer some of the country’s
antiquities abroad. Moreover, during this period scholars ignored the research and fieldwork
in the South region, despite the fact that at the time this region was an undiscovered land
from the point of view of ethnographical, anthropological and archaeological researches.
Eventually, the structure of museum administration was reorganized. In place of two semi-
independent bodies, the Antiquities and Ethnology collection and the Natural History Museum,
a single museum was formed and placed under the control of the Commissioner for Archaeology.
This was divided into departments of Antiquities, Ethnology, and Natural History. The role
of Antiquity Service was clearly focused on fieldwork activities, collections, conservation, storage,
administration and museums building, library and publications, etc. It has to be emphasized
that thanks to the Antiquity Service reports most of the information about aforementioned activities

were published and international standards of archaeological works were shared.

2.3. Archaeology in independent Sudan (since 1956)

This section provides a brief account of beginning of archaeological activities in independent
Sudan. I will focus on the concepts and strategies of managing the archaeological heritage in Sudan
after the departure of Anglo-Egyptian representatives, which were carried out by the first Sudanese

administration of the Antiquities Service and Museums.

2.3.1. Administration of the Antiquities Service after independent Sudan

Creating the departure plan of Anglo-Egyptian government from Sudan was the first action
of management of antiquities in independent Sudan. Already in December 1945, at the meeting
of the Archaeological and Museums Board, the first Sudanese assistant of the Commissioner
for Archaeology and Anthropology was appointed (Arkell, 1945: 3). Next, on the meeting in January
1946, which was attended by the Head of Gordon Memorial College (University of Khartoum), it was
stated by the Museum Board that the new museum should be a governmental institution (Arkell,
1946: 9).

On the 1% January 1956 Sudan became an independent state, with Ismail
al-Azhari as the first Prime Minister (the first civil regime 1956-1958). The desire to have qualified
Sudanese cadre for the replacement of the British ones was strongly emphasized, especially when it
comes to the position of “Commissioner for Archaeology”. Since there was no Sudanese person

qualified to fulfil this position, a French Egyptologist, Jean Vercoutter, was temporarily appointed,
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until Sudanese specialists would be trained to take over this position.

Jean Vercoutter was a French archaeologist and a professor at the University of Lille in France.
Later he established the French Unit of Sudanese Antiquities (Section Francaise de la Direction
des Antiquités du Soudan — SFDAS). It has to be mentioned that from the beginning of independence
plan, the French scholars were a part of the replacement project (Rilly, 2013: 17). Notably, the French
Unit had (and still has) a privileged position, with some bureaus in the precinct of NCAM. However,
it has to be emphasized that Jean Vercoutter played a great role in engaging UNESCO to support
Sudan in the Nubian rescue campaign. Later, the Sudan Antiquities Service became a stand-alone
with an independent Commissioner for Archaeology director (J. Vercoutter), linked directly
to the Ministry of Education. Since then many changes took place in the composition
of the Museum’s Board, mainly due to the departure of the British officials.

In 1950s, the main focus of Sudan Antiquities Service’s board was laid on establishing the new
National Museum for Sudan, in which the archaeological collections would be exhibited and where
offices for other archaeological activities could be located. It has to be noted that the Council
of Ministers at the time showed good willing to cooperate with the existing Museum Board
in proposed plans for the new museum, therefore the improvements were turned into action. The first
step was to obtain the planned budget for the new museum project from the Department of Budget
(the Ministry of Finance). However, confirmation of the new museum project deadline had to be met
in 1956. Therefore, the architectural plans were drawn by a local architect, and then submitted
for additional advice to UNESCO architectural expert, who was expected to visit Sudan at the end
of 1957 or early 1958 (Vercoutter, 1956-1957: 8).

In 1956, at the meeting of the Museum Board, a further consideration was given
to the planning of a new museum that supposed to house the Antiquities, Ethnographical and Natural
History collections. The Board was informed that there was already space on the site in Mogren
that had been reserved for expansion of museum to include new sections. Moreover, it was registered
under the name of the National Museum, but funds were not available at that time to proceed
with the building (Vercoutter, 1955-1956: 2). In the next step, the mock-up of the new museum was
made inorder to be able to comprise the concept of the National Archaeological Museum,
where the Ethnographical and Natural History Museum could also be located. In the plan there was
also space reserved for large store rooms, laboratories, a library and a lecture room that should be
equipped with a projector. It has to be mentioned that the plan for the future museum was not
only dedicated to archaeological studies, but was also intended to contribute to general education
and scientific research. Eventually, the museum was established in 1971 in Khartoum. It was located
in a walking distance from public transport, which was an important factor to encourage people

to visit the Sudan National Museum. However, after the independence, the Antiquities Service
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followed the concept and strategies created previously by the Anglo-Egyptian colonizer in Sudan
(the establishment of the Sudan National Ethnographic Museum and the Sudan National Museum
inthe proposed area, where historical and archaeological materials would be displayed
and where large store rooms, laboratories, etc. would be located).

Today, Sudan National Museum (SNM) and its building became a part of Sudan National
Corporation for Antiquities and Museums. Nowadays, NCAM governs several associated museums

(Table 2):

No. Museum Location Collection Establishment
Merowe Museum (closed) North state archaeological 1925
2 Khalifa’s House - Omdurman Khartoum state historical 1928
3 Wadi Halfa Museum North state archaeological 1930
Khartoum Museum (the nucleus of the archaeological
4 . Khart tat o 1934
Sudan National Museum) artoumm state & historical
. North Kurduf: haeological
5 Sheikan Museum - Al-Ubayyid orth Burdutan are a.e © Oglca 1965
state & historical
. haeological
6 Sudan National Museum Khartoum are a.e © oglca 1971
& historical
7 Karima Museum North state archa‘e ologlcal 1975
& historical
haeological
8 Ali Dinar Museum - Alfashir Darfur are a‘e © oglca 1975
& historical
9 Al-Damer Museum Rive Nile state archaeological 2003
South Darfi haeological
10 Nyala Museum out Dartut arenacoiogica 2008
state & ethnographical
11 Karma Museum North state archaeologlce?l 2008
and ethnographical
haeological
12 Algziera Museum Wad Medani Algziera state areaco oglc.a 2009
& ethnographical
haeological
13 | Merowe Museum - Fourth Cataract project North state areaco oglc.a 2009
& ethnographical
haeological
14 Red Sea Museum Red Sea state areiaco 0g1<{a 2014
& ethnographical
15 Sinar Museum Sinar state archaeologlcial 2017
& ethnographical
haeological
16 Al-Junayna Museum West Darfur areaco Oglc,a 2017
& ethnographical

Table 2. Museums under NCAM’s supervision.

2.3.2. The concept and strategies of archaeological management

The first military regime in Sudan in 1958—-1964 coincided with the decision of the Egyptian
Government to build a high dam at Aswan. The Sudanese military regime at the time agreed to this
plan, putting the Sudan Antiquities Service in a difficult position. Notably, this project threatened

an area in Sudan (between Faras in the North and Merowe area at the Forth Cataract) that was rich
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in archaeological material: fortresses, temples, buried towns, graves, churches (of which some
of them were still standing), rock inscriptions and drawings, that were still waiting for rescue
excavation and documentations. However, when the High Dam project at Aswan was completed,
Sudan become aware of awaiting catastrophe in the archaeological sites that could be partially
submerged under water (Vercoutter, 1955-1956: 3). Different scholars and people in charge had
various concepts and ideas regarding rescue archaeology management which will be thoroughly

described in following sections.

2.3.2.1. Training and education

Anticipated challenges and threats, that the Sudan Antiquities Service was facing
due to the Egyptian project, encouraged its administration to increase the training courses
for Sudanese cadres in the field of antiquities. They had already started the series of educational
workshops in the 1940s and then continued in the 1950s and 1960s. Before Sudan became
independent, some members of the Sudanese Museums staff were sent to England to obtain the high
education and accomplish courses in archaeology and museology. In this way the gap in Antiquities
Service’s board should have been filled.

As a result, Thabit Hassan was posted to the Northern Sudan — Wadi Halfa in the summer
of 1953 to be in charge of administration for the antiquities of Wadi Halfa and Merowe districts
(Shinnie, 1952-1953: 1). He went to Egypt to arrange workmen for the Ghazali excavations
and for the conservation work at Karnak in December 1953 and January 1954. Another example is
Sadiq el-Nur, the Assistant Curator of the Antiquities Department. He went to England in 1953
for one-year diploma of Museums Association. Furthermore, Ahmed el-Sayed, another Assistant
Curator in the Antiquities Section, attended courses at the Institute of Archaeology in the University
of London and visited various museums in the United Kingdom to obtain more experience. Further,
Nigm el-Din Mohamed Sharif, an Antiquities Officer, was sent for three-years degree at Durham
University. Another important example is Abdel Rahman Adam, who continued his degree
in Archaeology and Anthropology at Cambridge University. Moreover, Osman el Hassan,
the Antiquities Mason, went on a course in carpentry at the Khartoum Technical Institute in July
and August 1953 (Shinnie, 1953—1954: 1). This system of training and qualification for the Sudanese
cadres was required for them to be capable of carrying out the antiquities administration service
after the evacuation of the British colonizer officers (Chittick, 1954-1955: 2f).

The effort taken in educating Museums staff resulted in qualification of the first generation
of Sudanese archaeologists, such as: Abdul Rahman Adam (1924-1954), Thabit Hassan Thabit
(1921-1996), Nigm el-Din Mohamed Sharif (1938-1994), Ahmed Mohamed Ali Al-Hakim (1938-
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1996), Osama Abdel Rahman Al-Nour (1940-2007). All of them were in charge of the administration
of the Antiquities Service in Sudan (except Abdel Rahman Adam, who died whilst studying abroad).
These pioneers of Sudanese scholars focused on the management and preservation of Sudanese
antiquities through the archaeological surveys, excavations, documentation and conservation.
However, it has to be noted, that they followed up the British colonizer’s strategies in this field.

Obviously, their approaches were highly influenced by the English schools in archaeology
and the management of archaeology heritage. Later, in 1960, the first Sudanese scholar T.H. Thabit
appeared as a qualified successor in the commissioner position and became the first Sudanese
Commissioner of Archaeology and Anthropology. After that, survey and fieldwork projects between
Sudanese and foreign archaeologists began to increase. Further, in 1965, the Department
of Archaeology at the University of Khartoum was established under the chairmanship
of P. L. Shinnie, the former Commissioner of Archaeology.

Aforementioned Sudanese archaeologists, along with European scholars (mainly from Great
Britain and Norway), contributed to the graduation of the first generation of Sudanese archaeologists,
who were the second generation of the Sudanese scholars in archaeology. Between 1970-1971,
Abdelkader Mahmoud Abdullah, as the first Sudanese, was appointed as the Head of Archaeological
Department in the University of Khartoum. Later, Mohamed Ali Al-Hakim took over this role (1971—
1981). He was the actual founder of this section of the University, and later on he became a General
Director of the Antiquities Service. He also assisted foreign scholars from Europe (e.g. John Caulette,
Randy Halland, Pierce Crocker, Elsa Kaleb, Richard Pearce and Paul Calo) and Sudanese scholars
(e.g. Abbas Ahmed Sayed, Mohamed Ali, Ali Osman Mohamed Saleh, Youssef Mokhtar El Amin,
Khader Abdel Karim and Ibrahim Moussa) in their research.

Most of first Sudanese archaeologists, that graduated from University of Khartoum
(and others), were taught by foreign professors, particularly from Britain and Norway. They
represented various European views and concepts in archaeology, fieldwork and excavations.
However, they were also taught by Sudanese archaeologists, who succeeded the British archaeologist,
and they were framed under theories, approaches and principles of British schools of archaeology.
It has to be noted that the best scholars from this group continued their studies as postgraduate
in various universities around the world, e.g. in Great Britain (Cambridge, Leicester, Southampton),

Norway (Bergen) or Canada (Calgary) *.

33 Most of lecturers in the Department of Archaeology at the University of Khartoum obtained their PhD at the Cambridge
University (though some of them had previously obtained M.A. in Canada), but more recent graduates were studying
in Canada, France, Germany and Norway. They returned with increased technical competence and widely different views
of the Sudanese archaeology.
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2.3.2.2. Archaeological heritage management

Since the 1940s and 1950s, Sudanese staff appeared to slowly become qualified in the field
of archaeology. As a result, the Antiquities Service and Museums (ASM) became an independent
office responsible for its functions and work. These responsibilities were granted
under the Antiquities Ordinance of 1952 and its subsequent amendments in 1958. Later, ASM
continued its efforts in archaeological fieldwork in the country. Although the Antiquities Department
within ASM had its own detailed budget, which was supervised by its Director General and had its
own career track record, it remained constrained by the laws and conditions of public service.

Archaeological heritage management in Sudan is an important issue for the country
and citizens. It represents the material cultural heritage of the country and the memory
of the Sudanese people. It is of national importance and is an essential component of unity
and sources of identity. This heritage since the beginning of the 20" century has been protected
by law. However, within the period of the 1950s and 1960s, due to the lack of qualified scholars
in the field of archaeology, the administration of antiquities and ethnography in the country was
managed by the General Director of ASM, who was still not of Sudanese origin.

The first General Director was Jean Vercoutter (1953—-1960). He was a French scholar,
who studied painting at the beginning of his career. Later he turned to Egyptology and graduated
with a thesis on ancient Egyptian funerary objects, which showed an impact in the course of his
fieldwork. He was one of the pioneers in archaeological research in Sudan. He concentrated
on studying the sites of Khor Rafit and Aksha, where he worked since 1953, when they were
threatened by the construction of the new Aswan Dam (Vercoutter, 1955-1956: 11). He excavated
also structures of the temple of Ramesses II and a Meroitic cemetery, as well as other small
cemeteries. In addition, he conducted excavation at the site of Sai Island.

Vercoutter’s administration concentrated on preparations for the Nubian rescue campaign,
which formed the way of the archaeological work in the country at the time. Throughout the 1960s
and 1970s, the ASM continued with J. Vercoutter’s plan and focused on the UNESCO Campaign
to Save the Monuments of Nubia, that accompanied the construction of the Aswan High Dam
in Egypt. The French Unit (SFDAS) that he founded is considered one of the twenty-seven French
research institutions funded by the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs (IFRE).
Along with the cooperation and cultural service offered by the French Embassy in Khartoum, it plays
an important role in the French scientific and university cooperation in the country. The Cooperation
Agreement was signed on 22.12.1969 by France and Sudan. As a result, SFDAS was integrated
into the ASM. SFDAS intends to develop partnerships with French universities and institutions

involved in archaeology in Sudan. Besides, it contributes to training of NCAM staft and has close
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relationship with Sudanese and foreign institutions related to archaeological research in Sudan.
Moreover, it was (and still is) involved in the projects of NCAM, especially the rescue archaeology
projects4,

The second General Director of ASM, and the first of Sudanese origin, was Thabit Hassan
Thabit (1960—1969). During his time, and until 1971, ASM was attached to the Ministry of Higher
Education and Scientific Research. In 1972 it became affiliated with the Ministry of Culture
and Information (and it remained as such up to 1990). During that time ASM continued to work hard,
keeping up with its development and provide solutions for actual needs. However, these efforts
continued to clash with the Public Service Bureau, that restricted ASM movement as a government
unit to which all the civil service conditions and procedures applied. The biggest issue was obstructing
the plans for preparation of the National Museum.

Nigm el-Din Mohamed Sharif (1969-1988) took over the role of the General Director
of ASM after T. H. Thabit. During his term in office the Sudan National Museum was opened.
In the last decade of his cadence he made an extensive contact with foreign parties in order to obtain
financial support for archaeological work in Sudan. Specifically, during the season of 1980—-1981
in fieldwork there were 18 archaeological foreign expeditions from various countries, such as:
Canada, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, Norway, Poland, Spain, Switzerland and the USA.
What is more, scholars of other nationalities (Argentina, the German Democratic Republic,
the USSR, Hungary and others) were working on research and ended up publishing the results
of previous fieldwork (Shinnie, 1981: 27).

Nigm el-Din Mohamed Sharif was an accomplished academic, known for his passion
for history and love of work. He was also known for his friendly attitude towards foreign
archaeological expeditions, but he was strict with those who abuse antiquities. Moreover, he left
a countless of scientific research, lectures, and memoirs. Among them very important publications is
The Museum Series. To commemorate his work, his name was given to one of exhibitions
and conferences halls in the buildings of the National Museum of Sudan. However, he was not
sufficiently positive in giving opportunities for external training, dissemination of information
and publication for the cadres of NCAM. He also openly defined his support for the May Revolution
(Interview No. 7).

Osama Abdel Rahman Al-Nour (1988-1990) was the next General Director. He received
his PhD in 1976 in Egyptology from the Institute of Oriental Studies in Academy of Sciences,
Moscow. He was isolated politically, even though he was a leading part of the recent Ordinance. He

was one of the first Sudanese scholars to contribute to the first Sudanese Ordinance of Archaeology

34 Cf. https://www.sfdas.com/spip.php?page=rubrique&id_rubrique=4&lang=fr [Access on 12.07.2014].
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after independence. His administration had undergone many changes in the nature of field and office
work, for instance: he presented a new structure of the administration and aimed to transform
the National Antiquities Service and Museums into an independent body in applied research,
which would have its own law on the decision of scientific research centres. Moreover, he initiated
a number of archaeological and ethnographic survey projects of the whole Sudan, that aimed to:

e register, describe, protect archaeological sites;

e intensify fieldwork and ethnography;

¢ identify archaeological sites and to fence endangered ones;

e start the implementation of the archaeological map project for the Sudan.

Among the most important projects started by Al-Nour, that are still running, following can

be named (Al-Nour, 1990: 6-8):

A. Saving the archaeological sites of al-Hamadab®®

The project aimed to conduct the archaeological and ethnographic survey of the area located
between the Fourth and Fifth cataracts, which was threatened with sinking in the case
of the construction of a Merowe reservoir. At the International Conference on Sudanese Studies held
in January 1988 at the Institute of Asian and African Studies at the University of Khartoum the start
of this project was announced and it was explained that all efforts in the field of archaeological

research must be mobilized for this rescue work.

B. Restoration of Begrawiva pyramids

The goal of this project was to continue the ongoing work for the installation and restoration
of pyramids of Meroe kings and queens. The scope of research includes the maintenance
of 55 pyramids and funerary temples attached to them, as well as studying the architectural details
and funerary rites of the era. Additionally, there was a plan to fence the entire archaeological site

and establish a dedicated museum.

C. Rehabilitation of the Jebel Barkal Museum

The project aimed to find an alternative to the Museum of Merowe, which has been destroyed
and remained closed for the past twenty years. The project of the Jebel Barkal Museum consists of two
parts. The first was to open the closed museum, which buildings have been constructed in 1976.

The second was to create an open-air museum in the entire site, which includes pyramids, temples,

% See 4.2.2.5. Field survey, excavations.
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the mountain and tombs. In the next step, surrounding wall as a fence should be built with a single
entrance. In particular, the project aimed to complete the procedures for the rehabilitation

of the museum to receive visitors.

D. Building the Wadi Halfa Museum

The project aimed to establish a museum in Wadi Halfa as an alternative to the old museum,

which has been flooded by the waters of Nubian Lake in 1965.

E. Supporting the Sudan National Museum of Antiquities

It aimed to rehabilitate the museum (e.g. repair the roof) and the tomb of the Jhoti Hotep
which is located in the Museum’s archaeological garden. Further goal was to rearrange the display
in the halls to serve the purposes of national collection. Another objective was the re-classification
of the collection; restoration, photographic documentation and the evaluation of holdings that are

stored in order to keep copies of their records for the Auditor General.

F. Maintenance of the Khalifa House Museum

The project aimed to complete the maintenance of the museum, the supply of exhibits,
the restoration of the exhibition and the construction of additional exhibition halls. Another goal was
to activate the movement of the collection of Mahdi period legacies. All these objectives were
approved within the framework of the four-year development plan, and the funds were approved

for the fiscal year 1988—1989.

It also has to be emphasized that Al-Nour’s administration continued the extensive contacts
with foreign parties made by the previous director Nigm el-Din Mohamed Sharif. The aim was
to attract financial support for archaeology, ethnography and museum work. His office cooperated

with following organizations:

A. Ford Foundation

This institution provided support in the amount of 49,0008 to develop the Sudan National
Museum of Ethnography. The support was based on study started by Nigm el-Din Mohamed Sharif.
Al-Nour’s administration had to proceed with the completion of the project. They acquired
ethnographic material through field trips to the various regions of the Sudan. Moreover, thanks
to the Ford Foundation, a staff member was sent to the USA to receive an extensive training courses
in museum exhibits. Furthermore, the Foundation donated ca. 60,000$ for the project of establishing

an open-air ethnographic exhibition in front of the Sudan National Museum.
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B. Federal German State Lower Saxony

The authorities of Lower Saxony provided financial support (ca. 20,000 DM) to the Sudanese
National Museum of Ethnography. They also sent experts in restoration and ethnology to work

in the museum and train the staff.

C. The Swiss Embassy

The Swiss Embassy supported the project of the establishment of a permanent exhibition
in the archaeological site of Tombos at the Third Cataract. The project was submitted by ASM in 1988
and it was described as the first project of this kind in Sudan. The purpose was preserving
archaeological materials of the region in its location. Moreover, it was hoped to help to raise
the archaeological and historical awareness of citizens. The project was supposed to begin in January
1989, but the crisis in ASM, that was a result of the political decisions taken by the Minister of Culture

and Information at thar time, led to the obstruction of this and many other projects.

D. The European Common Market

The European Common Market was involved in the rehabilitation project of the Sudan
National Museum of Antiquities. It aimed to provide equipment for scientific research (a Macintosh
computer) to document the archaeological artifacts and sites. It was also needed for the publication
of periodicals and museum catalogues, etc. They also supported another project, namely

the establishing and maintenance of the Khalifa House Museum.

E. Japanese Cultural Aid

The project undertaken with Japanese Cultural Aid aimed at finding support for the equipment
required in the Department of Archaeological Survey. They donated 5,000,000¥ for this goal.

F. The Sudanese Research Project on Archaeology

A project jointly developed with the British Museum to serve as a five-year program to rescue
endangered archaeological sites in Wadi Al-Khawi, south of the Third Cataract and Soba East. It
included a full-time program aimed at training and preparing experienced cadres in the museum work
and a short-term training session at the British Museum in London. The program also included
an exhibition of Sudanese Antiquities in London and other European capitals. Further goal was
printing a catalogue of Sudan National Museum’s holdings in a good quality. The project was
expected to start in October 1990 with financial contribution of £1 million from the British Council,

the British Museum, the European Common Market and the Ford Foundation.
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Osama Abdel Rahman Al-Nour was dismissed from his job due to the political reasons
after the military coup (Interview No. 7).

Khadir Adam Issa (1990) took over the role as General Director in the transitional period.
He continued aforementioned plans and projects initiated by Al-Nour (Interview No. 7).

The next General Director was Ahmed Mohamed Ali Al-Hakim (1990-1994). He was more
academic than an administrator, due to his long lecturing term in the Department of Archaeology
at the University of Khartoum. During his term of office, the name of ASM was changed
to the National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums (NCAM). This organization was added later
to the Ministry of Tourism and National Heritage in 1991. However, this change actually did not
relate to any change in the functional structure or financial and administrative affairs. Unexpectedly,
and despite his academic tendencies, Al-Hakim gave German expeditions one of the most important
archaeological sites in the Region of Nile River (Naga). This site was not in high risk and was
supposed to be reserved as a concession area for the future Sudanese researchers or at least granted
to national expeditions (Interview No. 7).

Further, Hassan Hussain Idris (1994-2014) took over the position as General Director.
During his administration the first Sudanese antiquities law after independence was issued. The law
is known as The Ordinance of Antiquities 1999, which is currently the applicable law. Moreover,
during his administration, the number of expeditions and archaeological sites, as well as the number
of employees in NCAM, increased. It has to be emphasized that during his term of office the training
of NCAM’s staff in archaeology was expanded, especially in cooperation with the National Council
for Training and institutes of foreign archaeological expeditions that were working in Sudan.
Furthermore, thanks to him the registration of archaeological sites on the World Heritage List has
begun (Interview No. 1).

During this time NCAM has faced the biggest challenges of rescue archaeological fieldwork
in Sudan after independence, namely the Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage Project. During this
period the developing of archaeological concept and heritage in Sudan could be observed, perhaps
because of the increase of archaeological fieldworks in the country. An additional factor could be
observed in the continuation of arrival of many archaeological expeditions that were interested
in archaeological research in Sudan and represented many international universities, institutes
and museums (Interview No. 1).

Idris’s administration had to abandon the administration of the Ethnographic Museum,
which was under the administration of NCAM (Interview No. 1).

As next General Director served Abd-Alrahman Ali M. Rahma (2014-2020). He received
his graduate studies at the University of Lille in France and participated in planning the Fourth

Cataract project. During his administration, the archaeological work in Sudan developed significantly.
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He contributed also to the training of the national cadre domestically and abroad. He continued
to expand the registration of Sudanese archaeological sites to the World Heritage List. Furthermore,
he implemented some projects that were planned by the previous administrations with a renewed
vision. He also initiated new projects, which were focusing on attracting financial support, expanding
the number of regional museums, expanding the number of foreign exhibitions and continued
cooperation with missions, institutes and universities. Abd-Alrahman Ali was dismissed from his job
due to the political reasons after the revolution in 2020 (Interview No. 2).

Further General Director was Hatim el-Nor (2020-2021). He studied French at the University
of Khartoum, then he obtained a master degree in archaecology, and finally received his doctorate
in archaeology at the University of Lille in France. He became interested in archaeology as he worked
as a tour guide and in cooperation with travel agency visited archaeological sites in Sudan. He was
appointed as a General Director for the transitional period after the revolution. However, due to his
political personal decision, he submitted his resignation before the end of the transitional period. His
reason was the lack of the government’s support in solving problems of the NCAM authority. After his
resignation the acting General Director was Galia Garalnabi (2021-2022). Then, the General
Director was Ibrahim Mosa (2022-2023) who passed away in Cairo after the outbreak of war
in Sudan. Currently the acting General Director Galia Garalnabi is in charge of NCAM.

2.3.3. Conclusions

After gaining independency, Sudan was ruled by many civilian and military governments
that took over power in military coups and popular uprisings. This had a negative impact
on archaeological work in the country. The deterioration of the country was always viable, especially
during the absence of democracy and the multiplicity of governance policies. Obviously,
since the independence until now, Sudan has not recovered from the economic deterioration
and political problems, which led the country to many civil wars in its various regions. However,
the country was partly beginning to recover economically and politically, but then once again it
continued to fall apart due to the split of the southern part in 2005. All of these issues directly affected
funding and sufficient support for archaeological work in Sudan.

The reality of the situation and political changes in the country have played a big role
in the nature of work of ASM and NCAM. During the past three decades the archaeological work
and administration of ASM/NCAM was attached to various governor ministries, e.g. in the 1990s it
was functioning under the supervision of the Ministry of Environment and Tourism,
then at the beginning of 21" century under the supervision of the Ministry of Culture, Wildlife, Nature
and Heritage, Youth and Sports and finally of the Ministry of Culture and Information.
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Currently, the administration of NCAM is still affected by these policies issues.

Nowadays Sudan is also witnessing a rapid increase in urbanisation, particularly
around the main urban centre. The archaeological remains are increasingly threatened by sub-urban
areas expansion. Another issue is development of infrastructure, mostly dam construction schemes
(construction of dams at Upper Atbara, Setit Dam complex 2011-2017 and Roseires in the 1960s).
Moreover, there were further agricultural projects (e.g. the development of the Gezira cotton scheme)
or irrigation projects (e.g. Al Jazirah) initiated, which until recently were undertaken without enough
archaeological rescue operations.

Notably, all investments mentioned above are connected with the consequent loss of valuable
information on important archaeological sites and materials. However, nowadays the awareness
of importance of the archaeological heritage is resected in government programs. Their aim to protect
the country’s archaeological heritage is visible in legislation, e.g. The Antiquities Ordinance of 1999.
It includes a provision that “development projects may be initiated only after the completion
of archaeological studies” (Ryle, Willis, Baldo and Jok, 2011: 60).

It is worth to mentioned that in the late 1970s and early 1980s the Arabian Peninsula started
moving towards remarkable development in many fields, also in the archaeology and anthropology.
It was clear that at that time most of the Arabian Gulf countries were in lack of qualified employees
and researchers, especially in aforementioned fields. Therefore, these countries were offering
a motivational job with attractive salaries, that were difficult to refuse, especially if compared
with the salary, remuneration and privileges granted in Sudan (the political and economic conditions
at that time in Sudan were hardly oppressive). This was enough to make most of the qualified
archaeologists in Sudan to emigrate in various directions: Europe (England, Norway) and Arabian
countries (Arabian Peninsula, due to the geographical proximity). However, this issue remained
up to date, despite of the demographical expansion and the increase of domestic universities
that include faculties of archaeology within their structure, e.g. Shendi University and Dongola
University (Faculty of Arts — Department of Archaeology was established in 1994), Universities
of Neeline, recently University Bahri in Khartoum (University of Juba before separation of North
and South of Sudan) and Al-Gezira University>°,

However, it also has to be mentioned that within the last three decades before Sudan got
independence, the issue of Sudanese identity has become a public concern, and it has become

the concern of all the country’s intellectuals®’. During the last few years after independence

3 Abdul Rahim Mohammed Khabir, From the memory bag: the experience of Sudanese researchers in the exploration
of Antiquities of the Arabian Peninsula (1974-2005). Cf. https://www.alrakoba.net/news-action-show-id-157746.htm
[Access on 25.07.2014].

37 Cf. https://www.sfdas.com/spip.php?page=rubrique&id_rubrique=4&lang=fr [Access on 12.07.2014].
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in Sudan, there has been a remarkable growth in the participation of Sudanese scholars who were
interested in archaeology or heritage. This, however, was a sign of a very noticeable change
in the attitudes of people in the country. It can be assumed that the participation of indigenous people,
in archaeology and in other academic or cultural activities, reflects the attitudes of time
after independence. It also should be noted that with the growing awareness of national identity,
attention to the past became a major issue. Shinnie (1981: 25) mentioned that when he went to Sudan,
a common attitude of many Sudanese towards the efforts, that were being made to investigate

and preserve their antiquities, was rather negative:

Why do you bother with these things, they are nothing to do with us, they are not the remains of our
ancestors, we are Arabs and came here only a few hundred years ago and are not interested

in what the unbelievers left behind in the country.

This opinion was a widespread view at the time even though it could be a case of praise
to the first Sudanese recruited of ASM.

In particular, there were two noticeable changes in the nature of archaeological activities
in the latest period after Sudan became independent. There have been also some changes
in the historical studies of the country. The first is the increase of participation of Sudanese
archaeologists and increase of students enrolled to the programs of the universities in Sudan
at the departments of archaeology. It is now producing a number of young scholars who will, with no
doubt, approach their research from a different perspective than that of their foreign colleagues.
However, the Sudanese archaeologists are still sent abroad for graduate study, where they can benefit
from the exposure to various methods and techniques and diversity of views.

Moreover, the majority of people responsible for the training of Sudanese archaeologists were
themselves aiming to indoctrinate them with colonial and post-colonial traditions. In addition,
there are several members of ASM/NCAM who have received their training and MA abroad
(e.g. in Poland and the USA).

It is still only at the intermediate level that training is being given by Sudanese to Sudanese,
but this, largely based on the training excavations at the Sudanese universities’ own concessions, have
already produced a number of high education graduate theses. It was a considerable additional

knowledge in a particular study of archaeology in Sudan (Shinnie, 1981: 30).
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3. Protection of archaeological heritage — legislation

This chapter tackles the topic of Sudanese heritage protection legislation and is divided
into two parts. The first one deals with the legislation governing heritage management in Sudan
during the colonial era. It will be followed by the discussion on gradual development of legislation
from colonial decrees to the period of independence in Sudan. Particular emphasis is laid on the ASM
Ordinances 1905-1952. The second part of the chapter examines the 1999 National Policy
for Archaeological Heritage, which is the current preventive legislation, with a reflection

on the historical development of heritage management policies and plans for the future.

3.1. British law (The Antiquities Ordinance of 1905 and The Antiquities
Ordinance of 1952)

The first Antiquities Ordinance of Sudan was issued in 1905 when the Board of Museums
and Antiquities was created and the office of the Acting Conservator of Antiquities was established
by the government. Much of the archaeological and museums work in Sudan depended at the time,
as exemplified by J. Arkell, on “the commitment and the genuine curiosity of individual colonial
protagonists, for whom an interest in the past and specially in antiquities was a side effect
of the canonical officer’s education” (Néser and Kleinitz, 2021: 5). However, before the beginning
of the 20% century, authorities ruling the region of current Sudan did not give any official
consideration to produce an antiquities legislation for the management of archaeological activities

and antiquities.

3.1.1. The regulation and legislation terms associated with archaeological heritage
in Sudan

The definition of the phrase archaeological legislation may include all laws, rules,
regulations, acts, statutes, enactment, charters, ordinances or decrees that affect the protection
or management of archaeological heritage of a country*®. Based on these objectives, in the beginning
of the 20™ century, it was necessary for Sudan to consider the possibility of issuing the first law
to protect the antiquities of Sudan, which is known as The Antiquities Ordinance of 1905. This draft
was issued to administer and rule the country’s antiquities. It was the first legal and administrative

framework of archaeological heritage protection in Sudan.

38 The Oxford English Dictionary, cf. http://www.oed.com [Access on 24.05.2017].
55



3.1.2. Archaeological legislation

The motivation and reason to produce an antiquities ordinance in Sudan was connected
with the development that took place in the 19" century in Europe. This considers especially Britain
where widespread of interest in the preservation of monumental structures, whether they were
prehistoric monuments, mediaeval buildings or any later remains, could be observed at that time.
In particular, the British Society for the Preservation of Ancient Buildings®® was the precursor
in the development of archaeological preservation legislation and was later looking forward
for refinement of the law in this field, e.g. through the development of formal structures to conserve
and record the material remains of the past.

As a result, at that time most of the European colonial countries started preparing similar
legislation (or “statutory law”). Since Sudan was one of the British colonies, it was naturally
influenced by policies introduced in the country. It has to be noted that Sudan was one of the most
advantageous regions for the British Commonwealth at the time due to Gezira Scheme, which was
one of the largest irrigation projects in the world*®. The motivation and reasons for enacting
a Sudanese law referred to the richness of Sudan in ancient antiquities and other archaeological
remains, that urged the British authorities (and European intellectuals in general) to expedite

the discovery and knowledge about these valuable resources.

3.1.2.1. The Antiquities Ordinance of 1905

The Antiquities Ordinance of 1905 was prepared and drawn up by J. W. Crowfoot,
the Inspector of Education at the time, along with the help of E. A. Wallis Budge (Mohamed
and Anderson, 2013: 13). It is commonly cited as the first piece of antiquities “legislation” in Sudan.
It tackled such topics as protection and management of archaeological works in the country, making
a provision for better preservation of antiquities, laying the groundwork for official archaeological
expeditions to Sudan, etc. This document contains title of the law along with the definition
of antiquities, their classification (they were divided into movable and immovable antiquities)
and 16 articles, which were limited to archaeological activities.

In detail, the Ordinance referred to the activities of archaeologists in the country

and the preservation of antiquities by notifying of the discovery of antiquities and punishing anyone

39 Cf. https://www.spab.org.uk/about-us [Access on 03.04.2024].

40 “This scheme, intended to be the foundation of Sudan’s new economy, according to British criterion. It came
to demonstrate the dangers of national dependence on a single commodity. When it was formulated in the 1920™,
with the intention of sourcing raw cotton to feed the textile industry in Lancashire, in the United Kingdom, international
prices were high” (Ryle, Willis, Baldo and Jok, 2011: 133).
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who damaged or destroyed immovable antiquities. It also included the topic of issuing permission
for work in the field of antiquities and forbad conducting such activities without official consent.
Moreover, regulations in regard to the maintenance and restoration work were mentioned
in the document. The law indicated that the ancient antiquities are property of the government and it
has the right to expropriate the ownership of antiquities sites. In addition, the government could
purchase antiquities. Eventually, the law referred to provisions for selling and exporting antiquities
abroad.

Furthermore, the Ordinance regulated the limitation of permissible and forbidden digging
in order to collect manure. It referred to the legality and proof of antiquities and the confiscation
of antiquities, including the way of adjudicating cases of investigation in antiquities crimes.
According to the Ordinance of 1905, antiquities were objects made or built before 1783.
The Governor General gained the power to declare by special notice any building established later
than that date as an antiquity, and thus to give it the protection by the law. Moreover, the historical
monuments were defined as both: movable and immoveable antiquities, including all monuments,
archaeological sites and objects found in territory of Sudan (Appendix 1).

Through the review of Ordinance articles, it can be noticed that the protection force associated
with the monument was restricted by the governmental power, which had the authority to consider
any building and object created before 1783 or more than 112 years old at the time of issuing this
decree. However, the extent of the effectiveness of the authority to protect monuments lied
in the power granted to the government to confiscate any building or object that is proven to be
antiquity. Furthermore, in this law the colonial government seemed to give a permission and opened
the gate for the antiquities trade. It is clear that the Ordinance of 1905 had entrenched attitude to assert
that Europeans had a superior moral right to collect and export Sudanese artifacts and that had been
legalized by the colonial government.

It has to be emphasized that the regulation referred to the government’s authority to schedule
archaeological sites in Antiquities Ordinance of 1905 had not been implemented before 1950,
when a group of buildings in Omdurman was classified as antiquities in the Legislative Supplement
to Sudan Government Gazette No. 817 (Shinnie, 1950-1951: 5). The list included following
antiquities:

e The Khalifa’s House;
The South Gate;

The walls of the Beit el Amana,;

The gateway of Sayed Bushra el Mahdi’s House;

A Culvert in a wall of the Mulazimin Quarter.
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The power of this law was evidently connected with the Paragraph 4. of the Antiquities
Ordinance of 1905 which granted the government the right to expropriate ownership of antiquities
sites. Another legal basis for this action was the Expropriation Law of 1903 which granted
the government the right to expropriate ownership of anything, for which antiquity is proven, whether
it was movable or immovable. In addition, the government had a right to obtain areas
where immovable antiquities were located (if they were not affiliated with the government already)
and to create access to them when necessary. Moreover, according to the provisions of this law,
it gave the right toexcavate and to transfer at any time any movable antiquities devolved
to the government, from any land that is not owned by the government. The government was only

obligated to compensate the real damage suffered by the owner of the land and the one who seized it.

3.1.2.2. The Antiquities Ordinance of 1952

The Antiquities Ordinance of 1952 repealed officially the Antiquities Ordinance of 1905
in the Article 2. The reason to develop a new law and to renew the first Antiquities Ordinance of 1905
occurred with the growth of archaeological activities that were associated with the succession
of independent directors after the formulation of the Sudan Antiquities Service. These directors were
independently in charge of the Commissioner of Archaeology and Anthropology in Sudan. However,
the Commissioner Peter Lewis Shinnie (1948—1955) was the director who raised the need to renew
the first Antiquities Ordinance and was responsible for drafting the Antiquities Ordinance of 1952.
Obviously, the basis of this law was prepared under government resources.

The Antiquities Ordinance of 1952 was constructed, produced and modified by colonial
agency under the terminology or phrases associated with the Sudanese antiquities issues at that time.
It consists of 24 articles. They included and modified some provisions of the Antiquities Ordinance
of 1905, providing that all orders made or permissions granted there under and in force at the date
hereof shall remain in force and be deemed to have been made under this Ordinance. Basically,
the Antiquities Ordinance of 1952 (Ordinance No. 2) came into force in March 1952. The law aimed
to make better provision for the protection of antiquities, to establish conditions under which licenses
to excavate may be issued and to give power to the Commissioner to make a list of ancient monuments
and sites.

Furthermore, this law referred to the ownership of antiquities and the government’s authority
to expropriate ownership of antiquities sites. It tackled the issue of reporting the discovery
of antiquities by people unauthorized to dig as well as the punishment in case of damage
or destruction of antiquities. Besides, it highlighted the necessity of license to explore, excavate

or obtain antiquities. It regulated dividing antiquities between the government and licensee, types
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of licenses and rights of the licensee to publish the scientific reports from conducted excavation.
In addition to all above rules, the licensees had right to make copies of some objects of their discovery.
Finally, the Ordinance handled the issue of selling and exporting antiquities. Other important topics

mentioned in the Ordinance were (Appendix 2):

e the punishment in case of possession of antiquities not obtained legally and in good faith;
e the need of listing the ancient buildings and monuments along with their sites and field area;

¢ the donation of antiquities by the government.

Briefly, the law showed the responsibility for persistence with regard to things that were
claimed to be antiquities. It also ordered forming a committee to be called the Antiquities
and Museums Committee, which would be responsible to the Minister of Education for implementing
the provisions of the law. This was supposed to happen in accordance with the general policy
approved by the Council of Ministers.

It has to be mentioned that the Antiquities Ordinance of 1952 introduced new classification
of the archaeological building and artifact (Appendix 2): anything created before 1821, or that was
131 years old, was categorized as antiquity (whereas it in the 1905 law the age of 122 years old was
valid®?).

In the Ordinance of 1952, an antiquity was defined as (Appendix 2):

a) any object, whether movable, immovable or a part of the soil, which was constructed, shaped,
inscribed, erected, excavated or otherwise produced or modified by human agency earlier
than the year 1821 AD. It includes any part of any such object which has at any later date has
been added, reconstructed or restored;

b) any historical monument;

C) any human or animal remains of a date earlier than 1340 AD.

A monument however was defined as “any building, construction, excavation, cemetery,

immovable remains or immovable object produced or modified by human agency” (Appendix 2).

3.1.2.3. Amendments and additions to the Antiquity Ordinance of 1952

After introducing the Antiquity Ordinance of 1952, some of laws were re-evaluated

and updated due to changing circumstances and better understanding of actions needed to enhance

41 Cf. subchapter 3.1.2.1. The Antiquities Ordinance of 1905.
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the protection of antiquities. The table (Table 3) clarifies the amendments proposed to the Ordinance

of 1952:

Topic Article Amendments proposed to the Ordinance of 1952

In any trial or action in connection with any alleged antiquity the written

opinion of the Commissioner as to the date thereof shall throw upon any
Burden of proof Article 4 of alleged person asserting the contrary the burden of proving that such is not

of alleged antiquity the date antiquity and the burden of proving that any alleged antiquity was

brought into the Sudan since 1% January 1821 shall rest upon the person

asserting the same.

Board explanation Means the Museum Board set up under Section 5 of the Ordinance.

There is hereby constitutes the Board to be known as the Archaeological

and Museums Board, which shall be responsible to the Minister of Education

for carrying out the provisions of this Ordinance in accordance with the general

policy from time to time laid down by the Board Council of Ministers.

Director of Education — President

Commissioner for Archaeology — Secretary

— not more than § nor less than 4 members, to be appointed by the Council
Members of ministers on the recommendation of the Minister of Education

of the Board — appointed members shall serve for 3 years, but shall be eligible for re-

appointment
—  four members shall constitute a quorum
— the Board may make rules for the conduct of its business not inconsistent
with the provisions of this Ordinance
In exercising the powers conferred on him by this Ordinance the Commissioner
Relations between shall be subject to the general supervision of the Board, and to such specific

Boarq Article 5. A | directions as may from time to time be given to him by the Board.
and Commission

Board Article 5

Licensee The licensee shall if so, required supply such photographs, casts. Licensee
reproductions Article 16 | squeezes or other reproductions of the antiquities vesting in him to supply
of antiquities vesting as the Commissioner may think fit.
him

(1) Within two years of the ending of the excavations, unless such period be
extended or exemption from this section be granted by the Commissioner,
the licensee shall prepare and publish a report on the scientific results of his
excavations and shall supply two copies of such report to the Commissioner.
Article 17 | (2) To ensure compliance with subsection (1) of this section the Commissioner
shall have power to require from any applicant for a license to excavate such
deposit, guarantee or other security as he may think fit.

(3) The Licensee shall also supply to the Commissioner two copies of any
preliminary report on his excavations that he may publish.

Table 3. Amendments to the Antiquity Ordinance of 1952.

Licensee to publish
report of this
excavations

The Antiquities Protection Ordinance of 1952 was more comprehensive than a precedent,
but it was delayed in issuance. Despite all its shortcomings, the document attempted to establish new
ways of relating Sudanese antiquities, which was clearly evident in the expansion of laws prohibiting
and restricting certain types of activities, such as: unauthorized excavation, selling and transferring
antiquities to the people’s homes without a license and stopping their use as sources of building
material. However, part of the Ordinance was explicitly unjustifiable, especially with regards
to the continuation act of division of the discovered archaeological materials (dividing archaeological

materials between licensee and the government).
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3.1.2.4. The Antiquities Ordinance of 1952 and its amendment in the new political context
of 1958-1959

Since the independence of Sudan in 1956 successive Sudanese governments followed similar
policies as the ones introduced by the colonizer. It is especially noticeable in the antiquities service,
that was instituted by laws passed by the Anglo-Egyptian rulers and therefore the post-independence
governments had looked up to those policies as the foundation of the modern Sudan. The Antiquities
Ordinance of 1952, which was passed during the country’s colonial period, laid foundations
of independent rule in the matter of archaeology and antiquities, as the new government introduced
only some amendments to this law in order to make it more compatible with the new circumstances.
It has to be noticed that these changes were more associated with a formal structure
due to reorganization of the state administration, however they did not show any changes
in the concept of antiquities and organization of the system of protection.

The amendments that appeared to the law of 1952 after independence in 1958—1959 can be
listed as follows (Table 4):

Article Modification

Replacement of the Museums Committee with the Antiquities and Museums Committee, necessary

Articl C .
rticle 3 to add the word antiquities in order to complete the specific task.

A The formation of the committee: instead of the committee being responsible to the Minister
Article 5 ' of Knowledge, it becomes responsible to the.l\/.hnlster of Education. ‘ .
B Instead of the Undersecretary of the Ministry of Education as Chairman, the Director
) of Education becomes Chairman.

In the relationship between the committee and the director in Article 6.

Article 6 Instead of submitting the director, within his vested power, is subject to the general supervision
of the committee.

Table 4. Amendments to the Antiquity Ordinance of 1952 after independence in 1958—1959.

Eventually, the concept of Sudanese heritage began to change after regaining independence,
due to the new knowledge of archaeology in the country and its needs. Therefore, a need appeared
to change the antiquities law. The law of 1952 was amended again in 1992, in accordance
with the provisions of the Constitutional Decree of 1989. Once again, this amendment did not change
the concept of antiquities, it was just on administrative level. The initiatives to prepare amendments
did not include general understanding of the protection and management of the heritage of the country.

In comparison, there were no important changes between the Ordinances of 1952 and 1992.
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The Antiquities Law Amendment of 1992 introduced following changes (Table 5.):

Article Modification

Remove the word committee and its corresponding interpretation and change to the committee
of antiquities

Article 3 Remove the corresponding interpretation of the word director and to introduce the new
B. interpretation, meaning the Director General of the National Corporation for Antiquities
and Museums

At the end of the interpretation clause shall be added: The council means: the board
of the National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums

A. is permanently cancelled, namely the construction and formation of the committee.
Article 5 The word committee is removed, wherever mentioned in the law, and replaced by the word
council.

Table 5. Amendments in The Antiquities Law Amendment of 1992.

After the second amendment to the 1952 law, this law remained valid until the issue

of the current law of 1999.

3.2. Current legislation — The Ordinance for the Protection of Antiquities 1999

The Ordinance for the Protection of Antiquities 1999 was issued by NCAM - the institution
responsible for the protection of Sudanese archaeological heritage. At that time, it was part
of the Ministry of Antiquities, Tourism & Wildlife. NCAM is the institution responsible
for the maintenance, rehabilitation, conservation and presentation of the archaeological sites.
Its responsibility and competences are regulated by the Antiquity Ordinance of 1999 in the section
of the Protection of Antiquities.

The motivation behind the Antiquities Ordinance of 1999 came out as a result
of the accumulation of problems that accompanied the archaeological activities
after the independence of Sudan, such as: the division of antiquities between the government
and the licensee, the weakness of penalties for antiquities encroachment, the issues of archaeological
management, etc. The clear shift in concepts of national sovereignty and Sudanese identity,
which accompanied the post-colonial period, led to a reconsideration of the laws that were enacted
during the colonial period in general. As for the Antiquities Protection Law, the Nubian Antiquities
Rescue Campaign may have influenced the drafting of the Antiquities Law of 1999 by paying
attention to the necessity of issuing a new antiquities law that was consistent with the requirements
of state policies in dealing externally with research and academic missions.

It has to be mentioned that a very important factor were urgent recommendations of Sudanese
archaeologists to issue a new law in order to improve the archaeological management in Sudan.
The former director of NCAM, Osama Adam Al-Nour, was considered as one of the most important

figures who were behind the preparation to issuance of the new law.
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The Antiquities Ordinance of 1999 consists of four chapters with 36 articles (Appendix 3).
The first chapter concerns introductory provisions — preliminary judgments referred to the name
of the law as well as the abolition and exclusion of some provisions of the Law of 1952. It retains all
the previous regulations in force until they are either modified or cancelled on the Ordinance of 1999.
It also refers to the interpretations related to the definition of: archaeology, archaeological land,
archaeological site, historical building, excavation, rights of antiquities discoverer, the National
Corporation for Antiquities and Museums, the General Authority for Antiquities and Museums.
Finally, it gives a detailed guideline on the role of the General Director and the Minister that should
be defined by the Council of Ministers.

The second chapter concerns the aspects of antiquities and archaeological sites,
where the focus is laid on the right of ownership to antiquities, the state power to take possession
of archaeological sites, locating antiquities and prohibiting disposition of antiquities. In addition,
posting advertisements and placing signs in archaeological sites are prohibited. Moreover, it refers
to the prohibition of any changes in historical buildings, the prohibition of using the archaeological
land other than the symptoms designated for it, the prohibition of the establishment of furnaces,
laboratories and factories on archaeological sites.

Furthermore, it refers to the site admission powers of the NCAM’s employees to enter
any archaeological sites and carry out their duties. This law also gives an attention to the visitor,
where it refers to preparations of archaeological sites for visits, preserving antiquities, selling
antiquities, exchange of antiquities with foreign museums and scientific institutions, organizing
temporary exhibitions of antiquities. What is more, following rights were granted in this document:
the rights of antiquities discoverers, the right of NCAM to demand any antiquities from its proprietor,
obligation to report any new archaeological discovery to the government. Finally, specific attention
is given tothe conservation and restoration of antiquities, with prohibition of imitation
and falsification of antiquities.

The third chapter tackles the topic of excavation for antiquities by focusing on types
of licenses and their details such as: the antiquities research license, the antiquities survey license,
the antiquities excavation license. The license application process and the conditions for issuing
the license are thoroughly described, indicating conditions for licenses, suspension, withdrawal
or cancellation of the license. Moreover, it includes regulations concerning the scientific property
rights, devolution of discovered antiquities to the government, exemption from customs duties,
recovery of lost antiquities, prohibition of exporting and trading in antiquities, destroying antiquities
or demolishing an archaeological building, and carrying out archaeological activity without a license.

The fourth and final chapters refer to the concluding provisions that grant power of the police

officer and the power of issuing regulations.
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3.2.1. Amendments and additions introduced in The Ordinance for the Protection
of Antiquities 1999 in comparison to previous laws

There were few important reasons behind the amendments proposed to the Ordinance 1999
in comparison to the earlier antiquity laws. First of all, the change of definitions must be mentioned.
The new ordinance defines terms not found in the previous ordinances such as: renovation,
reconstruction, maintenance, the Discoverer, the Minister and NCAM. Special attention is also given
to the interpretation and description of antiquities (Appendix 3; Interview No. 3). Moreover, it
expands the understanding of excavation, adding to it activities in water courses, lakes and regional
waters. Further, the law of 1999 increases the power of officials, as it allows them to object and block
any developments or actions that could harm the antiquities. What is more, this law punishes anyone
who prevents the officials from undertaking their duties (Appendix 3; Articles 21 and 22). It also
endows with police powers for inspectors of antiquities, museum curators and guards of museums
and archaeological sites to arrest without prior legal authorization in relation to their assigned duties
(Appendix 3; Article 34). The site admission powers of NCAM’s staff is also mentioned. The law
gives them right to enter any archaeological or historical building or land that contains antiquities
for the purpose of inspection, observation, mapping, monitoring, research, etc. (Appendix 3;
Article 11).

In terms of conservation and restoration of antiquities, the law of 1999 emphasizes
that no undertakings in this regard should be allowed without approval of NCAM. They should be
conducted under the strict supervision of NCAM (Appendix 3; Article 20). However, NCAM is
responsible for preserving movable antiquities in museums, where they would be studied, conserved
and exhibited in permanent or temporary exhibitions for visitors and researchers. Another duty
of NCAM is preparing a register of archaeological sites and historical buildings owned by the State
for visitors, researchers, tourists, etc. (Appendix 3; Article 12). What is more, NCAM should provide
an authenticated and recognized archaeological map of all discovered sites or that are in the process
,,of being so or expected to yield antiquities findings” (Appendix 3; Article 13). Besides, NCAM has
to plan and exchange temporary exhibitions of archaeological artifacts with other museums
and foreign scientific institutes (Appendix 3; Article 15, 16, 19, 28).

Furthermore, the Antiquities Ordinance of 1999 gives NCAM right to demand an antiquity
from owners of registered antiquities or its proprietor for the purpose of study, drawing etc.
(Appendix 3; Article 19). The prohibition of disposal of objects of archaeological interest
and prohibited activities are all thoroughly described as well (Appendix 3; Article 6, 7, 8 ,9, 10).
For instance, placing posters or notice-boards on archaeological sites or historical building
is forbidden (Appendix 3; Article 7). Besides, the new law updates the list of prohibited activities
on historical and archaeological sites to include the holding of festivals and celebrations
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without relevant licenses and fees (Appendix 3; Article 6). Further, it is mentioned that it is not
permitted to dispose any object of archaeological interest found on the surface of a landlord.
In such cases NCAM has to be informed immediately and the founder is not allowed to excavate
for any further relicts without prior approval from NCAM.

In the new law of 1999, there is an emphasis on protecting not only the historical
and archaeological sites but also the neighbouring land as well. It is not allowed to build any sort
of structures or roads at a distance ,,that may affect buildings or sites of archaeological interest without
the prior approval of NCAM” (concept of buffer zone, Appendix 3; Article 10, 11). It is not
permissible to embark on development projects until after the completion of archaeological studies
and surveys, provided that beneficiaries bear expenses of those studies and rescue operations
(Appendix 3; Article 10). The article based on the current issues and people activities at the time such
as: building a brick kiln at or near the archaeological land (Appendix 3; Article 10). Imitation
and falsification or trading transportable artifacts is prohibited, but it is possible to photograph
or make models of antiquities with approval of NCAM (Appendix 3; Article 21). In this regard it
seems that much was learnt from Nubian rescue project*?, as the new law introduces important
amendments that can later be applied in big infrastructure projects and improve the state of rescue
archaeology in Sudan.

Licensing requirements and responsibilities of the archaeological team are further clarified
under the new legislation. Vetting of the archaeological team is now required before the issuance
of the relevant licenses, and there is a wider category of violations that would lead to revocation
of license. The licensee must provide detailed information about boundaries of the archaeological
site, summary of the excavation plan, the work programme, etc. (Appendix 3; Articles 19, 20, 24, 25,
26).

In the Antiquities Ordinance of 1999, there has been a further development of the Intellectual
Property laws (Appendix 3; Article 27). NCAM has a right to keep results of the scientific property
for the research and excavation conducted by archaeological missions (Appendix 3; Article 27). It has
to be noted that the previous law of 1952 placed the ownership of artifacts discovered
by archaeological teams in the hands of the State. The new law however places the ownership of such
artifacts in the hands of NCAM. It certifies that artifacts can only be leased by the archaeological
team if approved by the Minister following recommendations by NCAM. The length of the lease is
now set at ten years maximum (Appendix 3; Article 14, 28). There has been a further development
of cultural patrimony laws concerning restitution, which is based strictly on reciprocity (Appendix 3;

Article 29). However, it is allowed for foreign archaeological mission to hold a license to import its

42 Cf. subchapter 4.1. The Nubian Campaign.
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equipment free of customs and other levied taxes when entering Sudan (Appendix 3; Article 29).

The section of criminal legislation was covered in last paragraphs of the legislation
(Appendix 3; Articles 30-33). NCAM is authorized with the judicial procedures to recover antiquities
that were stolen or taken out of the country by illegitimate means. Moreover, the law assigns Antiquity
Police (Appendix 3; Article 30). It is forbidden to export or trade antiquities except under a license
from NCAM (Appendix 3; Article 31).

It has to be noticed that the decree also attempted to invent a productive relationship between
locals and modern artifacts by creating new institutions (such as the regional museums), new
governmental positions (regional antiquities inspectors) and new modes of appreciation
(such as tourism). These two tendencies — the prohibitor and the productive — appear clearly

in the language of the Antiquity Ordinance of 1999.
3.2.2. Limitations and effectiveness of current law

One of the most crucial issues tackled by the Ordinance for the Protection of Antiquities 1999
is the property designation. Under the provision of the new law the property is currently protected.

Another important and pressing issue in modern heritage management is the effective
protection and preservation of archaeological heritage through the use of heritage legislation.
Over many years, many legislations have been passed to protect monuments but they were not
effective in terms of protecting cultural property. In some countries, theft and the illegal export
of antiquities were a recurring problem. This may relate to the types of legislations issued from one
country to another or the lack of awareness of the value of archaeological heritage in the minds
of citizens themselves. In particular, since the begging of the 20" century up to date, Sudanese
antiquities were (and still are) a subject to a lot of pillage, looting and destruction. Many people cut
their names on pillars and pylons of temples, rob graves or damage architecture and sandstone blocks.
The largest damage or destruction of antiquities is caused by agriculture. In Sudan, the major
destruction force are also people/companies searching for gold. Another factor of deterioration is
the action of sandy wind and insects (termite, mud wasps etc.). Another negative factor is flooding
disasters which result in destruction of settlement on the River Nile banks. Moreover, there were some
mural painting in Nubian churches that have been damaged by light, rain and people scribbling
over them. Another example can be fortifications that were destroyed down to ground by local people
— sites were quarried for stone blocks and other materials.

From the State point of view, traditional and popular interest in antiquities provides another
layer of destruction. In many instances this layer recently is organized under traditional mining
committees or local thieves operating from the localities surrounding sites such as at North and East
regions. Moreover, the security is a major problem faced by all archaeological heritage institutions,
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museums, monuments, and archaeological sites (Interview No. 6). The safety of visitors is

also a major concern®,

3.3. Management and protection in antiquities laws in Sudan. Comparison
and critical analysis

The law for archaeological heritage (1905; updated with law of 1952 and finally with the law
of 1999) regulates all issues concerning legislation regarding the protection, rights and duties
of institutions operating in the field of archaeological heritage. The articles that deal
with archaeological activities in these laws could be referred to the following paragraphs: Articles 5,
6, 7 in the law of 1905; Articles 19, 20, 21 in the law of 1952 and Articles 31, 32, 33 in the law
of 1999. They include regulations that prohibit the illegal sale, export and possession of antiquities
as well as destroying or causing damage to antiquities. However, these ordinances were all released
in succession with a gap of 47 years from each one. It is clearly noticeable that the title remained
the same in the first and second Ordinance while the change was applied in the law of 1999,
where the phrase Protection of Antiquities was mentioned as the most important need
for the archaeological heritage, since the presence of protection means the continuity of the legacy.

Today, all the archaeological activities and protection of monuments fall
under the administration of NCAM and regional administrative of Antiquities and Tourism**,
especially the Department of Restoration, the Department of Museums and the Department
of Antiquities Service, which is responsible for archaeological survey, research and rescue
excavations.

Comparing approaches that were introduced in all Sudanese antiquity’s ordinances,
which were all successively issued at the beginning, middle and end of the 20" century, it appears
that whenever a new law was issued, the interest and protection for the archaeological heritage was
increased. The manifestation of this change is promoting Sudan National Museum to NCAM
and granting it more authority in regards to protection of all antiquities in Sudan. Another visible
progress in enhancing protection of antiquities was diversifying types of licenses and restricting

the rights of licensees, especially in regards to property rights and selling rights.

4 The International Committee for Museum Security raised and developed awareness through the publication
of The Guide to the Protection of Museums and Archaeological Heritage, which now is more than doubled in size.

4 After the constitution of 2005 where Sudan was separated from South Sudan, the state’s Administrative of Antiquities
and Tourism were formed. These administrations have their own legal requirement for the archaeological sites
and museums located in their territories.
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3.3.1. Definition of antiquities

The Ordinance for the Protection of Antiquities 1999 introduces more specific and thorough
definition of antiquities, however, the concept itself is quite different from previous versions
of the law, especially with the development of modern and contemporary archaeology and even
the landscape of monuments.

First of all, the law of 1999 extended the classification age of antiquities. If the matter has
been remained in accordance with the law of 1905, probably a little of the heritage would be remained
underground. As for the law of 1952, it tried to cleanse the hand of the colonizer and its influence
on the archaeological remains, by placing the classification age of antiquity before the beginning
of the colonization in Sudan. The law of 1999 presents the most comprehensive classification because
it was more specific for identifying and determining the antiquities.

Moreover, the Ordinance of 1999 gives the right to the state to consider any real estate
or movable property as antiquity for technical and historical reasons, if the state has an interest
in preserving and maintaining it, regardless of its history. For example: according to the law of 1999
a piece of pottery could be treated as a monument, which was not mention as a monument
in the Ordinance of 1905 or 1952.

Thanks to the change of date, meaning and property of antiquities, the law became adjusted

to the Sudanese specificity or privacy.

3.3.2. Licenses

The act of archaeological activities appeared for the first time in the Antiquities Ordinance
of 1905, where the types of licenses and excavation were named. As for the law of 1952, there were
two types of licenses mentioned: one allowing the licensee to search for antiquities with the possibility
of conducting trial excavations (the action or process of identifying the presence of archaeological
remains in a random area), and the other allowing digging (the long process of excavation). For these
licenses no fees were introduced.

In the law of 1999, there are three types of licenses provided. The first one refers
to the archaeological survey, but it doesn’t allow its holder to conduct any kind of archaeological
excavations. The second type is allowing to conduct an archaeological survey, with a permissibility
to make trial excavations. The third license permits archaeological excavations and conducting
a comprehensive scientific study on the site. The license is granted after paying fees. It has to be
emphasized that licenses introduced in the law of 1999 provide more protection for archaeological

sites with the financial benefit for NCAM. According to the law of 1999, the license is granted

68



for scientific institutions, such as: universities, research institutes and museums (NCAM have right
to embark on archaeological excavation as well). Missions organized by these institutions are
also committed to making proper archaeological documentation according to internationally
and scientifically recognized standards. The mission must issue excavation results within a period
of not more than two years from the end of the excavation and provide NCAM with 10 copies of every
book, bulletin or article issued on prospecting work. It has to be noticed that similar article, including
all aforementioned conditions and their importance, are found in the law of 1952 as well,
but the Ordinance of 1999 guarantees better care and protection when it comes to conducting
archaeological work.

There are some conditions that — although introduced first in 1952 — were developed in the law
of 1999 in order to make them more effective, e.g. termination or cancelation of a license.
Beside the licensee’s commitment to maintenance of discovered sites and antiquities,
and then to handing over all the discovered materials with a copy of the survey and excavation
documents to the administration of NCAM, the authorities have the right to participate
in any archaeological mission to investigate the existence of antiquities at a site. Moreover,
the authorities keep the right to send the commission’s representative to accompany the mission
in the excavation work, which ensures that the commission keeps abreast of what is happening
at asite. In addition, this is an opportunity for the delegate to acquire scientific experience

and knowledge.

3.3.3. The ownership of antiquities

The protection process could be identified through a formulation of making provisions
and the power of executing judgments, such as: the ownership of antiquities, confiscation
and handover of antiquities. In both the laws of 1905 and 1952 the matter was limited to delegating
antiquities to the state or its discoverer, while the 1999 law limited the ownership of antiquities
to the state and expanded the authorities of NCAM employees such as: inspectors, curators, observers
and guards of museums and sites to enter any archaeological sites for the further information
and protection.

When it comes to the devolution of discovered antiquities, the 1905 law provides a regulation,
that any antiquities obtained are owned by the government. Then, according to the 1952 law,
the director of antiquities service has an authority to divide the discovered antiquities
between the institute and the licensee, with a right to keep materials evaluated as necessary and a right
to give the licensee a written permission that allows selling and exporting kept antiquities. The law

of 1999 stipulates transferring the ownership of all antiquities discovered to the state, and the mission
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may take the antiquities’ templates, pictures, drawings or cast for object after the approval
of the Minister. However, it is allowed for the licensee to take one from the set of identical items. It is
also permissible to borrow some samples for the purpose of studying and temporary display,
considering the obligation to display this heritage externally for the purpose of identifying it
(Appendix 3; Article 28).

In addition, the NCAM employees are given rights similar to the police officers. They have
the authority to arrest anyone who attempts to transgress the antiquities laws or to combat smuggling
and attacks on museums and sites. In this way greater protection for antiquities was provided
than leaving the power only in the hands of a policeman who may not be available at the time
of the crime. Besides, it is obligatory to report the discovery of antiquities that was conducted
by someone not authorized to dig.

The rights of antiquities discoverers were also described in the ordinances. In the law of 1905
it was mentioned, that the official could decide not to receive the antiquities from the one who found
it. Then, the owner had the right to obtain a written license to dispose or to sell these antiquities.
In the law of 1952 this clause was remained unchanged, however it was amended in the law of 1999
(Appendix 3; Article 28). It is mentioned that ownership of all discovered antiquities must reset
with the Government to be kept in museums for exhibitions and study. Therefore, it is clear
that the provisions of the Antiquities Ordinance of 1999 are more keening on the state ownership

of antiquities.

3.3.4. Selling antiquities

In the subject of selling antiquities, the law of 1905 and 1952 allowed the license holders
to purchase antiquities. Additionally, when unlicensed came into possession of antiquities, they were
allowed to sold the artifacts after disclaiming responsibility for them, and then the ownership of these
antiquities was reverted to the discoverer or the license holder for sale. The authority to process such
cases was given to the commissioner who issues a written disclaimer and license (Appendix 1,
Section 9/10; Appendix 2, Article 18). However, according to the law of 1999, registered antiquities
may be donated, they must be preserved in museums and they are only released by legitimate means.

In other words, this article protects the antiquities from waste and loss better than previous laws.

3.4. New proposal of Antiquities Ordinance (2016)

Since the implementation of the antiquity’s ordinances in 1905, 1952 and 1999 certain gaps

have been noticed that reduced the effectiveness of these acts. Simultaneously, with the growth
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of the international market for antiquities and cultural artifacts, the global problem of smuggling
antiquities has increased over the years. Consequently, tasks of law-enforcing agencies have become
more difficult and complex. Therefore, the government has proposed amendments to current
Ordinance in order to give the act more authority and bring it up to date considering current
circumstances. Furthermore, an extension of limits of the area for bringing antiquities discovered
in archaeological investigation within the preview of the act is needed.

Most of legislations and laws, that were approved regarding the archaeological heritage
in Sudan, were issued in long intervals, which makes them to some extent not in line
with the modernization, legislation and international laws. Unfortunately, the government does not
pay much attention to problems of archaeology and cannot recognize new problems, as well as new
possible solutions which should be introduced. Therefore, the administration of NCAM,
along with scholars in this field who were aware of the need of changed for this law, suggested
the direction of required changes. They would allow Sudanese legislation to correspond
with international laws and advanced regulations in the field of preservation and management
of archaeological heritage. It was necessary for the competent authorities to initiate the development
of a plan to amend the Ordinance for the Protection of Antiquities 1999. One of the most important
issues was including underwater antiquities and regulating the problem of their ownership, as there
are still some archaeological materials that were flooded as a result of building dams, which status is
not accordingly determined. Another topic, that needs to be included, is expanding the effect
of preserving the environment surrounding the archaeological site and encouraging local inhabitants
to participate in the process of preservation and maintenance. Moreover, the issue of adding
the archaeological sites to the UNESCO World Heritage list is crucial for further development
of salvage archaeology in Sudan.

It has to be noticed that the proposed Ordinance of 2016 was not yet publicly presented and it
has never been discussed in the public media, because there are not many studies in the field
of archaeological management or preventive conservation and protection. However, recently there
were some published opinions opting for changing the Ordinance of 1999%. The author indicates
the lack of activation and application of this law, the lack of knowledge of many workers in this field
and discusses the powers of this law and its application.

The experience of the Merowe Dam*® project may be useful in adding scrutiny and evaluation
to many aspects of applying the Antiquities Ordinance of 1999. This Ordinance is fairly general

in regards to archaeological activities and for this reason the new draft considers a broaden

45 Jamal Abdel Qader Al-Badawi, The antiquities of Sudan are victims of indiscriminate gold mining and agricultural
encroachment. Cf. https://www.independentarabia.com/node/196266 [Access on 23.02.2021].
46 Cf. subchapter 4.2. Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage Project.
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understanding of archaeological management, including topics such as:

human remains;

underwater archaeology;

gold mining activities;

implementing the wide policy of protection and preservation for the perpetuation
of ancient monuments and historical building;

protecting and preserving ancient monuments, not allowing their further deterioration
due to natural disaster or man-made destruction. This should be done by expanding
the circle of communication with the concerned authorities;

uplifting hereditary pride and causing dynamism of patriotic spirit by protecting
and preserving ancient monuments and historical building;

giving more consideration for consulting of conservation and restoration of antiquities;
special security of antiquities;

adding more concerning to the financial resources, accounts and audit;

raising public awareness of the high value of ancient monuments.

Although the Ordinance should not be confused with policy of the country which looks

complicated (much less implementation), it did establish a new kind of language, one based

in preservationist principles of the site zone. It acknowledges that the value of preserving artifacts is

connected with the international cooperation, it is not just the local interest. It needs to build a network

of argument through interested scholars and researchers in this field.

3.5. Conclusions

General understanding of heritage in three described documents could be identified through

the way these legislations functioned. There are three matters that all the laws have in common:

definitions, objectives and practices.

Main objectives of these laws according to rescue projects can be summarized as follows:

e introducing license to research, excavate and obtain antiquities as well as regulations

regarding the issuance, conditions and cancellation of the excavation license;

e protecting and preserving ancient monuments from destruction and violation;

e searching for and maintaining ancient monuments.

Another common point of all three Ordinances of Antiquities are penalties for destruction

of antiquities. Further similarity is the necessity to report discovered antiquities and the prohibition
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of excavation without prior permission. However, these laws provided paths to the ownership
of antiquities by the state and ways for the government’s authority to obtain ownership
of the archaeological sites as well as export and release the antiquities.

On the other hand, the issue of assigning antiquities is a major difference between three
discussed laws. In the law of 1905, the responsibility to prove the antiquity of objects not found
in survey or excavation is delegated to the expert committee, but in the Ordinance of 1952 it was
given to the Commissioner. Moreover, in the law of 1952 the rights of unlicensed to acquire
antiquities were defined. When an artifact was discovered by a person not holding a license
under section 13 or section 14, the Commissioner may have either claimed the antiquity on behalf
of the government or purchased it from the person who found it. However, in the law of 1999,
the issue of discovered artifacts by a person not holding a license stayed the same, nevertheless
the responsibility for assessing the antiquities and archaeological value of objects is assigned
to NCAM. This may describe as a positive change for NCAM.

It seems that people responsible for preparing the Ordinance for the Protection of Antiquities
1999 did not learn much from Nubian rescue project’’, as no direct solutions were introduced
that could be applied in incoming big infrastructure projects and that would correspond
with the problems determined during the campaign. However, somehow lessons learned from large-
scale salvage projects have got some impact on the shape of law related to protection of archaeological
heritage. Such undertakings open an opportunity to review the antiquities laws applied
in the campaigns and the laws issued during the colonial era. Regrettably, there was no noticeable
adjustment made in the current law that could indicate solutions for problems that occurred during
the campaign, such as transferring monuments from its original place as well as protecting the cultural
heritage and historical building. However, the Antiquities Ordinances of 1999 included a provision
that development project may be initiated only after the completion of archaeological studies
(Appendix 3; Article 10-B). This amendment can be evaluated as positive in regards of rescue
archaeology, as in this matter the law follows recommendations of Valletta Convention regarding
the necessity of involving rescue works in projects before they are established. However, there were
no specific recommendations for using advanced technology in large rescue projects, such as remote
sensing methods.

It has to be emphasized that the necessity for changes came from periodic review. The issue
of the Ordinance for the Protection of Antiquities 1999 came to align regulations
with the development within the archaeological activities in the country. In view of the changes

that occurred in Sudan, such as civil wars, regional division, development and prosperity, this law

47 Cf. subchapter 4.1. The Nubian Campaign.
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was later periodically reviewed and edited in order to adapt it to current developments.

The archaeological activities, that coincided with the issuance of the Antiquities Ordinance
of 1905 and especially of the Antiquities Ordinance of 1952, were known as ,,rescue era”*®. They
provided a wide scope for archaeological initiatives in the country. It served to shape public
understanding of heritage and set standards in archaeological practice. Excavations that took place
in many areas of Sudan were advanced, especially the work in Northern region around the area south
of the Aswan. Basically, most of these works were related to archaeological rescue activities. Through
the protection articles of the Antiquities Ordinance of 19035, it was obvious that the Governor General
had the most tools to deal with antiquities in Sudan. This power was moved in the law of 1952
to the Director General of Antiquities Service and later to the NCAM (in the Ordinance
for the Protection of Antiquities 1999). This change could be seen as a good direction,
because the power is given finally to NCAM as the responsible institution for archaeology
in the country, not to the Director General. However, according to the Ordinance of 1905,
all the archaeological remains produced after 1783 were not consider as antiquities, which means
there was a lot of archaeological materials that were left without any consideration. Therefore, many
of them could have been taken or sold as non-antiquities. In discussed laws the government’s
authority lies in the confiscation of all archaeological sites and historical buildings that prove
their antiquity according to the regulation in respective Ordinances (1905, 1952, 1999).

However, the weakness of discussed Ordinances appeared in the lack of deterrent provisions
to face the antiquities trespassers, selling of antiquities, conservation of antiquities, types of licenses
and dividing antiquities between the government and the licensee. One of the main problems
in the Ordinance of 1999 lies in the fact that it had been drafted from the standpoint of archaeological
activities, which are limited to research, excavations, fieldworks and archaeological materials,
and not from the point of view of archaeological heritage, which is about developing deep concepts
of heritage preservation, protection and management. This means that value must be given not only
to archaeological materials, but to all remnants of things and traces of the human past.

Most of the archaeological studies refer to the nature of archaeological activities
and archaeological materials, both on the surface or in the ground. These materials have to be studied
through the archaeological methodology to contribute to the knowledge of the country’s history.
Since the new proposal to regulate heritage for archaeological activities is still in the process of being
drafted, the current law of 1999 is the only legal document valid to regulate them. However,
the assessment of development projects and excavation permits have followed in recent years

the regulations proposed in the newest draft from 2016.

“8 This period of time in Sudan is known as the rescue era due to the Nubian Campaigns that took place at that time.
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The power of discussed laws appeared in the rules stating that archaeological landowners
or land users are not allowed to dispose of or excavate without prior approval, as NCAM is the legal
owner of all archaeological sites and materials in Sudan. The state has the responsibility
of preservation, conservation, management and presentation of archaeological material. However,
as valuable as these laws are, the archaeological sites cannot be protected simply by passing laws.
They also require practical management such as the traditional forms of protection related to the local
communities, combined with efforts of the security services, state institutions, archaeological work
and education. It is also necessary for NCAM to develop the system of conducting survey before
investments, expanding of urbanism or changing in agriculture techniques.

Moreover, presented laws refer to the displaying of antiquities and its external process. It
regulates storing of antiquities, where the specific needs must be provided, such as preserving
movable antiquities in stores in appropriate conditions that prevent any damage or loss of some
components (e.g. colour loss, stone damage, metal and wood erosion). Ordinances also indicate
the necessity of maintenance work under the supervision of the authority to ensure applying scientific
methods.

Besides, to ensure highest standards and approaches, in order to obtain the license,
the interested scholar must include detailed information in the license application,
such as the applicant’s affiliation with a recognized institution. This regulation has been already
introduced first in the Ordinance of 1999 to proof specific academic qualifications of licensee
and to ensure the integrity of archaeological fieldwork. Another issue is defining concession areas
and their controls, which will contribute to regulating the continuity of this work.
Besides, the important factor is integration of national and international foreign associations
and organizations, where gaining of experience and qualification for the national cadre will take
place.

It has to be mentioned that in the future NCAM will be more independent by increasing
the number of scholars, which will contribute to the preservation, monitoring and protection
of the heritage from theft and loss. Perhaps none of us knows the extent of the amount of antiquities
that have been legally or illegally taken out of the country and have not been returned so far. It is very
important to ensure that the new law contains an article that guarantees the recovery of lost antiquities,
which will greatly contribute to the enrichment of local museums, and may also contribute
to completing the missing links in this heritage.

Looking at development of the ordinances, it appears that a lot of protection, preservation
and conservation measures have been added to the country’s archaeological heritage with each new
law, which is a great starting point for further development in this direction. In the Ordinance

for the Protection of Antiquities 1999 the first step was taken through banning posting advertisements
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or placing banners on the sites — they use to contribute negatively to the extension of the distortion
caused to the archaeological material. Furthermore, the prohibition of any changes to historical
buildings by introducing any modifications to them was, even if they are privately owned, was
a necessary point, in addition to preventing the use or construction of anything that would harm

the monument.
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4. Rescue archaeology in Sudan — concepts and practices

Rescue or salvage archaeology (sometimes referred to as commercial archaeology, preventive
archaeology, contract archaeology, developer-funded archaeology or compliance archaeology) is
licensed by the state to be undertaken before construction or other activities. It can be also defined
as “the collection of archaeological data and materials from a site in danger of imminent destruction,

”4  This can also include archaeological surveys

as from new construction or flooding
and excavations conducted prior to land development. Other causes of salvage excavations can be
connected with looting and illegal constructions. Among conditions leading to rescue archaeology
following events can be named: highway projects, large-scale construction, flood plains of planned
dams, and even before the start of war. Unlike traditional surveys and excavations, rescue archacology
must be carried out quickly. Rescue archaeology falls under the broader categories of cultural resource
management (CRM) and cultural heritage management (CHM). Furthermore, rescue archaeology
takes place at sites that are about to be destroyed, but in some cases includes the in-situ preservation
of artifacts and protective measures taken to preserve unexcavated sites beneath buildings. In some
cases, urban areas with overlapping inhabited years are the subject of rescue archaeology as well®°.
Before delving into the discussion about the campaigns to save the monuments of Nubia
and Sudan, the importance of the Nile River must be pointed out, as its role is crucial to understand
events connected with the Nubian Campaigns. The Nile River is known as the longest river
in the world. It is a major north-flowing river in northeastern Africa and it is 6,853 km (4,258 mi)
long. It has two major tributaries, the White Nile and the Blue Nile. The White Nile is considered
to be the primary stream of the Nile River. It is longer and it has got its source in the Great Lakes
region of Central Africa, with the most distant source located in either Burundi or Rwanda in East
Africa. It flows north through Tanzania, Lake Victoria, Uganda and Republic of South Sudan.
The Blue Nile, however, is the main source of the Nile silt and water. It begins at Lake Tana
in Ethiopia and flows into Sudan from the southeast to meet with the White Nile on the northern edge
of Khartoum, the capital of Sudan (Tvedt, 2010: 574). Notably, the Nile is an "international" river
as its drainage basin covers eleven countries, namely: Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya,
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Eritrea, South Sudan, Republic of the Sudan
and Egypt. It has to be emphasized that the Nile with its tributaries is the primary water source
of Ethiopia, South Sudan, Sudan and Egypt. The northern part of the Nile River flows north almost
entirely through the Sudanese desert to Egypt, then ends in a large delta and flows

into the Mediterranean Sea.

49 Cf. https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/salvage-archaeology [Access on 10.10.2023].
S0 Cf. https://academic-accelerator.com/encyclopedia/rescue-archaeology [Access on 10.10.2023].
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The Egyptian civilization and Sudanese kingdoms were established in ancient times
along the Nile River banks, using the water provided by it. The inhabitants of the Nile Valley had
been known for practicing farming and grazing, depending on the rates of rise and decline of the Nile
water. However, water of the Nile has been also used for irrigating the Nile Valley for few thousand
years. Today, most of the population and cities of Sudan and Egypt are situated along the Nile River
valley, and nearly all cultural and historical sites of ancient Sudan and Egypt are found along the river
Nile banks.

In modern times, many of development and reconstruction projects in the Nile Valley were
designed after the British invasion and occupation of Egypt and Sudan. The British colonizer saw
the need to take advantage of the region’s resources and to exploit them. In addition, the need
to generate electricity and expand agricultural projects arose, which had a major impact on the idea
of building dams on the Nile River. In particular, the most important factor was the need to increase
the supply of water in order to meet requirements for expanding agriculture, especially the cotton
crop in the Lower and Middle Egypt. All those factors had led to the establishment of plans
to construct dams on the Nile River (Sdve-Soderbergh, 1987: 50).

In the first half of the 20™ century first projects related to the construction of dams in Sudan
were conducted on the Blue and White Nile (such as dams in Sennar on the Blue Nile in 1920s, Jebel
Aulia on the White Nile in 1930s and Roseires on the Blue Nile in 1960s), however they were not
preceded with any salvage archaeological works (Ryle, Willis, Baldo and Jok, 2011: 60). Rescue
archaeology was recognized in Sudan for the first time in the middle of the 20™ century as a result
of archaeological discoveries of the UNESCO International Campaign to Save the Monuments
of Nubia, where the survey of Sudanese Nubia and intense archaeological work were carried
out by the Sudan Antiquities Service and foreign archaeological expeditions. This chapter discusses
outcomes of two major archaeological campaigns conducted in Sudan: the Nubian Campaign
and Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage Project, including ideas on the structure of management
plan, planning process, team building and public participation, site significance, conservation,

monitoring, maintenance, presentation and interpretation, tourism and action plans.

4.1. The Nubian Campaign

This chapter tackles the topic of the Nubian Campaign conducted due to plans to heighten
the Aswan Dam on the First Cataract. I will describe the historical background of this event. Further,
the involvement of UNESCO and politics of the project will be discussed. The recommended methods
and their execution in practice will be presented. Finally, I will discuss the problems identified during

The Nubian Campaign and the assessment of the project.
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4.1.1. Historical background

The idea of building a dam on the First Cataract, south to the city of Aswan, was proposed
already at the end of the 19" century by William Willcocks KCMG?®!, who was a British civil engineer
during the period of the British Empire prosperity. Moreover, he was an irrigation engineer
who proposed and built the first dam on the Nile, known as the First Aswan Dam. A project
of such scale had never been attempted previously in this region. The Egyptian authorities at the time
decided to build the first dam on the Nile River in 1899, and the investment was completed in 1902.
It was 130 ft high® (Trigger, 1976: 7). The mechanism was simple: a large amount of water could be
withdrawn from the Nile in November and December when the supply exceeds Egypt’s needs.
In May, June and July, when the normal discharge of the river is insufficient, this water supposed
to be used for agricultural purposes. As a result of building this dam, a large area of the Nile Valley
in Nubia was flooded for six months in a year (Hassan, 2007: 87).

In 1907-1912 the Egyptian authorities decided to increase the volume of the stored water.
After a careful survey of the Nile Valley from Khartoum to Cairo, they found nearly one million acres
of land on the northern edge of the Delta in Egypt that could be reclaimed, but the detailed study
showed that the best site is at the top of the First Cataract in Aswan. Therefore, it was decided to raise
the height of the dam at Aswan by seven meters, in order to increase the amount of water that could
be stored downstream. Later, the dam was heightened again in 1929—-1934 (Sutcliffe and Parks, 1999:
154). This investment was connected with dislocating of Nubian people from the area that supposed
to be flooded.

During the period of constructing the Lower Aswan Dams, two campaigns were undertaken
in the Middle Nile valley by Reisner with his team (Fig. 5). He was keened to understand
the archaeology of the region south of Egypt. Moreover, it seems like he was aware of the possible
infrastructural changes (building dam or creating artificial lake) and decided to extend his campaign
to endangered regions to study their archaeology. Therefore, funds were set aside by the Egyptian
Government to provide a systematic archaeological survey to the valleys that were to be submerged
by the reservoir. These campaigns extended to the region of the Second Cataract and further.
Nowadays Reisner’s archaeological work is considered as the earliest programme of extensive

salvage archaeology in this region (Reisner, 1910: 4).

51 KCMG - a British order of chivalry founded on 28 April 1818 by George, Prince Regent. It is described as the most
distinguished order of Saint Michael and Saint George (cf. https://royalleicestershireregiment.org.uk/view/592857-kemg-
the-most-distinguished-order-of-st-michael-st-george [Access on 31.10.2023]).

52 The only archaeological work carried out in connection with constructing this dam was to survey and strengthen
the temple of Philae (Trigger, 1976: 7).
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Fig. 5. The reach of the First and Second Archaeological Survey in Lower Nubia. The inset orients the map
onto the continent of Africa (Johansson, 2014: 22).

However, it turned out that the Aswan Low Dam was not adequate to control the annual
flooding, which brought the government to the idea of constructing a new, higher dam in 1952.
The idea of building the High Dam on the First Cataract of the Nile was developed already in 1912,
when the Greek-Egyptian agricultural engineer, Adrian Daninos, began to prepare the plan of the new
Aswan Dam, but after the Low Dam was almost overtopped in 1946, the government of King Farouk
showed no interest in Daninos’s plan. Instead, the British hydrologist Harold Edwin Hurst planned
to store water of the Nile in Sudan and Ethiopia, where evaporation is much lower and favoured.
Therefore, Daninos’s plan did not come into effect until the revolution of the group called free military
officers in Egypt®® (Sutcliffe and Parks, 1999: 154).

The military group forced the British colonizer to accept the withdrawal of his troops
from Egypt in June 1956. This coup was initially aimed at overthrowing the King Farouk, who was
the 10" ruler of Egypt from the Muhammad Ali dynasty. However, this movement had more political
ambitions and soon abolished the constitutional monarchy and aristocracy of Egypt and Sudan. They
established a republic, ended the British occupation of the country and secured the independence
of Sudan (previously governed as an Anglo-Egyptian Condominium). After the resignation of the first
President Mohammed Najib in 1954, Gamal Abdel Nasser became the head of the Free Officers. He
was convinced that the Nile water had to be stored in Egypt and supported implementation

of Daninos’s plan (Carruthers, 2022: 58).

%3 It was the time of political unrest in the Middle East. In 1952, officers of the Egyptian army staged a military coup
known as the July 23" revolution, which led to the dismantling of the monarchy in Egypt.
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In 1954 the decision to build the Aswan High Dam was undertaken. This dam would lead
to the creation of a huge artificial lake covering the Nile Valley from Aswan in Egypt to the Dal
Cataract in Sudan. It was an extremely rich area with cultural heritage and antiquities. In 1955
the establishment of the independent Republic of the Sudan was issued. However, after Sudan
achieved its independence in 1956, the Egyptian authority decided to control the flow of the Nile
water within its territory, initiating the implementation of construction of a high dam and creating
a great reservoir known today as the Aswan High Dam and Nubian Lake (or Nasser Lake).
Nevertheless, this decision put the governments of Egypt and Sudan in a great challenge of facing
the problem of archaeological heritage in the area which was supposed to be flooded. It has to be
noted that Egypt faced this challenge when part of remains of Nubia monuments were already
submerged under water as a result of the construction of the first Aswan Dam and its heightening
(Torok, 1997: 20).

Eventually, the High Dam was built at the First Cataract on the Nile River, near to the city
of Aswan in the South of Egypt. This enormous rock and clay dam was designed by the Soviet
Hydroproject Institute along with Egyptian engineers. The main aims of building the dam were to help
controlling water flow and mitigating the effects of Nile flooding, as well as to increase the irrigation
capacity and the production of electrical power in Egypt. The length of the Aswan High Dam is
3600 m, the base width is 980 m, the height is 111 m and the peak width is 40 m (Save-Soderbergh,
1987: 53). The size of the Aswan High Dam is about 43 million m® of cement, iron and other materials.

Moreover, it is possible to pass through the dam up to 11 000 m> of water flow per second.

4.1.2. UNESCO and politics of Nubian Campaign. Regulations of international
co-operation

The 20™ century has been described as an age of dramatic transformations. It witnessed many
different political and economic changes. Alike, the world cultural heritage started to face a major
threat of being endangered. Thus, it was necessary at the time to create a body that would contribute
to the protection of the world heritage. On 4™ November 1946, UNESCO>* organization was
established. Since that time, it has been promoting regulations and methods for the protection
of artworks, monuments and archaeological sites in all of its member states.

Establishing UNESCO coincided with designing construction of the Aswan High Dam. It was

% The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) was established in 1946: Article I:
the purpose of the Organization is to contribute to peace and security by promoting collaboration among nations through
education, science and culture in order to further universal respect for justice, for the rule of law and for the human rights
and fundamental freedoms which are affirmed for the peoples of the world, without distinction of race, sex, language
or religion (UNESCO and the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, cf. https://www.ohchr.org/en/resources/educators
/human-rights-education-training/1-unesco-constitution-1945 [Access on 31.10.2023]).
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the main organization that expressed the necessity of carrying out an archaeological rescue campaign
before building the dam (later called the Nubian rescue campaign). This was after responding
to the appeal of the Egyptian government and Sudan to help them to save the monuments of Nubia.
As a result of building this dam, the remains of archaeological sites in Lower Nubia would be covered
by water under a permanent lake (Nubian Lake). This lake was considered at that time the world’s
second largest artificial lake after the Kariba Dam Lake in Rhodesia Zimbabwe. The reservoir
of the High Dam covered the Nile Valley from a point of 7 km south of the old dam at Aswan
and down to the Dal Cataract in Sudan. The whole length of the area is about 500 km long. The level
of the Nile was heightened by 63 m (from 121 m a.s.l. to 182 m a.s.l.). The average width of the lake
is 10 km, in some places even up to 20 km (Mohamed, 1980: 15).

The crucial moment for the rescue archaeology in Sudanese Nubia was the nomination of Jean
Vercoutter™ as Commissioner of Archaeology in Sudan Antiquity Service. His appointment had
a significant impact on operations connected with building the Aswan High Dam, as he was the first
person to rise the idea of Nubian salvage campaign in Sudan and he was one of the first to recognize
the threat. He applied his methods and approaches to collect information about the region in advance,
which helped him to persuade the Sudanese government and later UNESCO of the importance
of safeguarding monuments of Nubia. He decided to ask UNESCO for assistance in 1958. His initial
request was for an expert in the interpretation of aerial photographs®® (Adams, 2005a: 10). This way
of approaching UNESCO to the subject might have been caused by Vercoutter’s background study
of Egyptology and his knowledge of UNESCO objectives. He was also conscious of rescue work
undertaken at the first and second Aswan Dam and he knew that they might have an impact
on the cultural heritage of Sudan. Nevertheless, in the spirit of his job as Commissioner
of Antiquities, his initiative was to involve UNESCO in organizing the campaign to save the Sudanese
Nubian antiquities. In 1956 Vercoutter made the official contact with El Azhari, the first President
of the new Republic of Sudan, to provide him with preliminary report on the Sudanese monuments
and archaeological sites likely to be submerged by the High Dam Project. Vercoutter prepared
also an urgent report and he intended to ask the Sudanese President to make an official representation
to UNESCO (Save-Soderbergh, 1987: 72).

Later, the Sudanese President addressed his strong statement to Vercoutter: “Don’t worry.
Sudan will never agree to the construction of new Aswan Dam” (Sdve-Soderbergh, 1987: 72).

However, few months later General Ibrahim Abboud became new President of Sudan and one of his

55 Cf. subchapter 2.3.1. Administration of the Antiquities Service after independent Sudan.
% Vercoutter had previously commissioned taking of more than 2000 air photos of the area to be flooded by the Survey

Department of Sudan Government and he hoped that an expert would be able to advise what kinds of archaeological sites
were present (Adams, 2005a: 10).
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first acts was to agree to construction of new Aswan Dam. It was a clear sign that antiquities
and cultural heritage were not his priorities, unlike other politics issues. In this case Vercoutter had
to put forward the proposal of asking UNESCO for help and support to organize a rescue campaign
in Nubia. Later, in the mid-1960s, Thabit Hassan Thabit followed Vercoutter’s administration
approach after he became the first Sudanese director of Sudan Antiquities Service (Sdve-Soderbergh,
1987: 72).

It has to be emphasized that the period of establishing the High Dam witnessed many
difficulties and challenges resulting from the transformations and political changes in the internal,
external and financial affairs of Egypt and Sudan. There had been multiple changes in leaders
or governments in both Egypt and Sudan, as well as political and financial turmoil — national
and international. Although on few official occasions these two governments expressed their interest
in the campaign, they did not make any sincere commitment to these archaeological issues.
For instance, in Egypt, the High Dam was supported by President Abdel Nasser or President Sadat
who gave impetus to the Egyptian national effort. Likewise, Sudanese leaders from Aboud to Nimeiri
had always supported the operational requirements of the campaign and the allocation of national
funds, which was a great sacrifice for a developing country with limited resources and political
problems. It has to be noted that the decision taken by the Government of Egypt to construct
the Aswan High Dam was approved by the Government of Sudan. It had a huge impact on Sudanese
and Egyptian people and both countries had to face a major challenge concerning the displacement
of inhabitants. However, it has to be emphasized, that even though both countries were going through
many political changes, they had not much impact on the process of rescue campaign.

Sudanese and Egyptian Nubia was practically unknown from archaeological and historical
point of view at that time, although it offered archaeological remains from the Palaeolithic period
up to the conquest of Sudan by Mohammed Ali Pasha of Egypt in 1820 AD. The attitude of leaders
concerning heritage could be summed up in the words of President Nasser: “The preservation
of the legacy of mankind is no less important than the construction of dams, the erection of factories
and the greater prosperity of the people” (Sdve-Soderbergh, 1987: 70). In addition, Ministers

of Culture in both countries showed encouragement for this issue.

4.1.3. International call and preparations for the fieldwork

The Nubian region had never been scientifically thoroughly investigated. Thus, it was
unthinkable to the Nubians that a region of such great importance should disappear beneath the water
without any archaeological research. There was a number of monuments that were directly threatened

by the new reservoir and had to be saved. The Sudanese government and Sudan Antiquities Service
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realized that it was impossible for them to carry out this project alone, due to the lack of funds,
experience and technical abilities. Hence, they were forced to search for international support
and they turned to UNESCO with a request for aid (Adams, 1977: 81).

The first international preparations started on 24" October 1959, when the Sudanese
government asked UNESCO for financial, technical and scientific help to save the antiquities
of the Sudanese Nubia. The Sudanese Minister of Education at the time, Ziada Arbab, signed
an appeal for international cooperation to save threatened monuments of Sudanese Nubia. He noted
the enormity of the task that had to be undertaken and that the advice on expert level had to be sought.
He particularly stressed that the government of Sudan had neither technical resources nor personnel
to remove Nubian temples and rescue the archaeological sites, and therefore had to rely on aid
from abroad. This was the main reason why he called for extensive action on the part of UNESCO
(Sdve-Soderbergh, 1987: 72).

Further, Minister Arbab authorized the Director-General of UNESCO to establish
an “International Labor Committee”. The next step taken by the Government of Sudan was
the agreement with UNESCO, whereby an Advisory Committee of international archaeologists
to save the monuments of Sudanese Nubia was established. It was arranged that the Sudanese
government together with UNESCO would draw up a list of experts, who the government was
supposed to consult on the organization of operations, the allocation of financial contributions
and the distribution of objects and monuments offered by the government of Sudan in recognition
of international assistance®’.

The International Consultative Committee of the Nubian Campaign was responsible
for advising the competent government authorities on the plans for prospective excavations,
on the use made of financial contributions, as well as on the distribution of counterparts offered
by the Egyptian government. The Committee met for the first time in Khartoum on 3™-6™ October
and in Wadi Halfa on 7%-9™ October 1960. Meetings were headed by Minister of Education Ziada
Arbab with the assistance of UNESCO. On the proposal of the President, the Committee elected Jean
Thomas as Vice-Chairman and Torgny Sdve-Soderbergh was elected as Rapporteur. Furthermore,
Thabit Hassan Thabit was designated as Secretary-General and he was assisted by Margaret Irwin
and Andreas Kroonenberg. During the session, guests of the expert Committee visited
the archaeological sites in Sudanese Nubia in order to preview the situation in the field. As the result

of meetings, the Committee prepared a list of priority works of the campaign and discussed

5" The Sudanese government set up a special Committee for the project, as well as other foreigner advisory committees
that consisted of experts in the fields of archaeology, technology and finances. The detailed list of members can be found
in UNESCO document entitled Meeting of International Consultative Experts Concerning the Safeguarding
of the Antiquities of Nubia Convened by the Government of the Sudan with the Assistance of UNESCO. Khartoum — Wadi
Halfa, 3-9 October 1960. Report of the Meeting (UNESCO, 1960b: 3).
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its problems in many aspects (Sharif, 1971: 11; Sdve-Soderbergh, 1987: 73).

Later, the International Action Committee was formed in accordance with the Council’s
decision®®. They authorized the Director-General to launch an appeal for international cooperation
to safeguard the sites and monuments of ancient Nubia and to take all appropriate steps to ensure
the effectiveness of the appeal by setting up an international committee of eminent people to assist
him in organizing a global campaign to secure contributions to funds, services and equipment,
and thus to ensure the fullest participation of Member States in the international action to be
undertaken®® (Save-Soderbergh, 1987: 76).

In addition to members appointed by the Director-General, the position of Chairperson
of the National Committees was formed in the Member States for similar action at the national level,
and in cooperation with the International Action Committee their participation in further meetings
was ensured. Then, the Director-General convened the first meeting, securing the views
and suggestions of the Committee with regard to the most effective means of promoting international
action and fund-raising (Sidve-Soderbergh 1987: 74; Sharif, 1971: 12).

The formal appeal was launched on 8™ March 1960 by the Director General of UNESCO to all
Member States and institutions, world governments, foundations, public and private institutions
and to all people of goodwill, asking for technical contributions and financial support to save
the cultural heritage of Nubia in Egypt and Sudan (Appendix 4). This international appeal aimed
at saving the Nubian historical heritage as the embodiment of a civilization which had played
a leading role in the history of that part of the Nile Valley. Afterwards, the Committee met in May
1960, and the meeting was chaired by the Director-General of UNESCO. It was then decided
that UNESCO’s actions would include both: archaeological works and fieldwork. In particular,
itaimed at carrying out excavations, recording of hundreds of archaeological sites, as well as
at recovering of thousands of objects. Moreover, an important point was the salvage and relocation
of a number of temples to a higher or safer ground. The most famous were temple complexes of Abu
Simbel and Philae in Egypt as well as Buhen and Aksha in Sudan (Save-Soderbergh, 1987: 76).

It has to be emphasized that at the time the situation in Sudan was very different
from the situation in Egypt. There were no previous spectacular and costly salvage operations to fire
public imagination as there were across the border. Moreover, Egypt enjoyed a long, enviable tradition

of archaeological discoveries and the Egyptian archaeological community had experience in the care

%8 The board expressed itself as conscious of the loss to the cultural heritage of mankind that would be caused
by the submersion of sites. Sdve-Soderbergh stressed that “the conservation and protection of works of art and monuments
of history and science” was one of the essential tasks laid on UNESCO by its Constitution (Séve-Soderbergh, 1987: 71).
%9 Referring to Vittorino Veronese proposal, the Executive Board of UNESCO decided that the director General had
to issue an appeal for international cooperation (Sdve-Soderbergh, 1987: 74fY).
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and preservation of ancient monuments. These assets were almost entirely lacking in Sudan
at that time. What is more, the Sudan Antiquities Service was not capable to conduct the campaign
on their own. This situation was especially hard for this institution, as it was the first time in its history
when it was ruled by Sudanese scholars. The total number of staff did not exceed 10 people working
on posts such as: The Commissioner for Archaeology (the name of the position at that time), Senior
Inspector of Antiquities, Antiquities Officers, Curator of Museums and Assistant Curator (among
most significant Nigm el-Din Mohamed Sharif, Sadiq el-Nur, Ahmed Hassan, Mubarak Babiker can
be named) (Vercoutter, 1956-1957: 1). Therefore, the Sudan Antiquities Service decided to allow
foreign concessionaires to confine themselves to sites of their own choosing, and to organize a survey
similar to the earlier surveys in Egyptian Nubia from their own resources. The purpose of the survey
was to find and define remains worth of excavation by foreign expeditions, as well as to supplement
the work of the foreign expeditions by excavating anything not claimed by them (Adams, 1977: §82).

Obviously, the Sudanese authorities acknowledged that they did their best to bolster
the campaign, giving all kinds of priorities along with administrative assistance and financial
contributions far beyond what could be expected of a country suffering from significant financial
constraints. This spirit of sincere cooperation with UNESCO, experts and foreign missions, as well as
with the various international commissions set up by UNESCO and the governments concerned,
called “Nubian Spirit”, was the fundamental support to the campaign to succeed (Sharif, 1971: 14).

It has to be noticed that this was the first action in which international organizations had played
a role as a large party in policy-making in Sudan. Moreover, it was the first campaign which had
involved coordinated efforts of many different nations in the field of world heritage protection.
However, before 1959, UNESCO was not directly involved in any archaeological activities
in Sudan®®, and none of its administrative department was equipped to deal with such issues. It was
obvious that UNESCO was lacking experience in this field, as it was the first time to be responsible
for such campaign and as a result the role of UNESCO was not clearly defined (Sdve-Soderbergh,
1971-1972: 120). The work in frames of this campaign ended on 10" March 1980.

4.1.3.1. Organization of the rescue archaeology

In the case of protecting common archaeological and artistic heritage there must be global
sense of responsibility, expressing the solidarity and acceptance, calling for the protection of world
heritage. However, on the one hand, the concept of cooperation in the Nubian project of UNESCO

was the only and natural consequence for some member countries that were teamed up with each

80 The Nubian Campaign is considered the first international rescue project in the world (Hassan, 2007 :73).
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other under the umbrella of the world heritage protection (UK, France, USA, Italy, Poland,
the Scandinavian countries and others). Perhaps it was the time to put the idea of a joint international
effort into practice through the project of Nubian Campaign — the international cooperation to save
the endangered monuments of Nubia in Egypt and Sudan. On the other hand, the applicable legislation
at that time was a motivational aspect — according to the Antiquities Ordinance of 1952 each
institution or mission carrying out the excavations was entitled to receive 50% of the objects
discovered, except for samples that were indispensable to the completion of national collections
(Appendix 2). However, before the initiation of this project, all monuments within the Nubian borders
were recognized as a national concern for Egypt and Sudan, and they had to be protected by these
countries themselves. Thanks to the Campaign it seems like an entirely new concept of understanding
heritage have been conceived, that viewed the national antiquities as a part of the cultural heritage
of mankind, which it should therefore be a concern of the international community, and thus
of UNESCO (Save-Soderbergh, 1971-1972: 133).

The Nubian Campaign was also accompanied by the Director-General of UNESCO’s
reference to a new era in the field of Egyptology, together with announcements from both Cairo
and Khartoum that the excavators would be entitled to half share of the results of their work.
The response was very encouraging. Foreign museums organized and sent their own missions
to the Nile Valley with the dual aim of promoting archaeological and historical knowledge
and obtaining additional materials for their museums’ collections. However, the Committee
recommended that UNESCO had to plan the entire operations program, prioritize, and coordinate
the work (Hassan, 2007: 82).

It has to be mentioned that the Executive Committee of UNESCO was authorized to issue
a judgment on technical matters, besides to its financial role®. Alike, the Advisory Committee was
authorized to advise on proposals received for archaeological surveys, prospecting, documentation
and transferring of monuments. Its further task was also to ensure the proper use of donations
and to link a group of Member States to the Nubian project (Hassan, 2007: 83).

The Nubian Campaign would not have succeeded without the attention of world public
opinion. Therefore, in February 1960, a number of representatives of the mass media were invited

to visit Nubia. Moreover, lectures on the history and civilization of Nubia were delivered every

61 The Executive Board of UNESCO was headed by a Swedish representative; it was a service for the Monuments
of Nubia formed within the Department of Cultural Activities. There were 15 states invited to take part in its work: Brazil,
Ecuador, France, the Federal Republic of Germany, India, Italy, Lebanon, The Netherlands, Pakistan, Spain, Sweden,
Sudan, the United Arab Republic (which was at the time Egypt and Syria), the United States of America and Yugoslavia.
The Advisory Committee was responsible to the General Conference and had the specific task of laying down guidelines
for the Campaign. Its main aim was to support the Director-General and his colleagues in their tasks as well as
to encourage the Organization’s Member States to cooperate in the unique undertaking launched by UNESCO (Sive-
Soderbergh, 1971-1972: 122).
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evening, Nubian folk dance were performed on board. American, Yugoslav and German diplomats
visited Nubian villages, UNESCO media officials joined the trip to all the Nubian archaeological sites
and monuments up to Semna in northern Sudan. Subsequently, the UNESCO Secretariat issued
a large amount of information materials to be broadcast in press, radio, TV stations and to agencies
for news bulletins and newsletters. There was a special pamphlet published in French and English,
entitled Duty of International Solidarity that would draw attention of the international audience
to the problem of the Nubian Campaign (Sharif, 1971: 74). The first edition of this publication
reached 330 000 copies. Later it was reprinted in 100 000 copies. Moreover, a number of journalists
from participating countries visited the Nubian region. Their visits resulted in publishing papers
about the Campaign that were stressing and indicating its importance. It has to be emphasized
that due to the politic situation traveling across Sudan was not easy — they had to have special permits
or other governmental support to be able to visit Nubia. There were no mentionable political problems
that hindered travelling and movement in Sudan, but the lack of roads and their ruggedness had
an negative impact. In addition, reporters from various radio and television stations also participated
in these visits, preparing programs about Nubia. They were presented later as series produced
by the UNESCO Secretariat before the end of the 1960 in the form of filmstrips and a collection
of colour slides of the Nubian monuments. Eventually, different governments, qualified institutions,
organizations or individuals declared their interest in participating in the Nubian rescue campaign.
Through UNESCO they could submit an offer of services or equipment to the Director-General
that was later transmitted to the government of Sudan or Egypt, depending on the participant’s
intentions.

The promotion of the idea of rescue campaign began in Sudan through the organization
of an event called The Day of Archaeology, organized by the Sudan Antiquities Service
under the supervision of the Ministry of Education in Khartoum (Sharif, 1971: 11). On Saturday
morning, 21% May 1960, there were vehicles traveling around the three cities of Khartoum
with banners advertising Sudanese antiquities. Besides, the Ministry of Education in Sudan held
a ceremony attended by the Head of the State and Ministers, representatives of the diplomatic corps
and foreign dignitaries in Khartoum to inform them about the Campaign. On this occasion,
the Ministry of Education issued a booklet in Arabic and English to introduce the citizens
to the antiquities of the Sudanese Nubia and another booklet in English that would explain
the importance of the Sudanese Nubia to international audience. However, the purpose of The Day
of Archeology was mainly to raise funds to preserve Nubian monuments, as well as to draw attention
of Sudanese people to the issue of saving the heritage of Sudan from the inevitable destruction (Sharif,
1971: 11). This event was carried out by teachers, Red Crescent, Scouts teams, students and pupils

of schools. UNESCO also continued to inform the public audience about the Campaign and tried
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to arouse their interest using the various available means, such as couriers, brochures and films.
However, UNESCO’s primary task was to act as a mediator between the Egyptian and Sudanese
governments and the Member States that provided different types of contributions.

As UNESCO managed the Nubian Campaign and tried to ensure its success, the Director-
General appointed a Campaign Officer who, as a personal representative, had the responsibility
to promote the Campaign among governments and individual institutions that could possibly
contribute to the project. Moreover, the Executive Committee®? developed lean plans for missions
to complete, in order to reach the presumed goals. Eventually, the Nubian Campaign in Sudan began
in the 1960 without precedent, when UNESCO had set clear goals for the Campaign.

However, the available resources were still insufficient and limited. Therefore, it was
necessary to innovate and progress in stages. It meant that the national committees of each Member
State of UNESCO had to be responsible for the organization of their part of the Campaign. The need
to establish national committees in countries, where they had not existed yet, was also emphasized,
and members of the International Committee could render valuable assistance for this purpose
through an action in their various countries. In addition, the International Committee had a right
to make useful suggestions concerning the composition of national committees and advise methods
they should apply. Nevertheless, the Committee’s task was also to ensure the proper use of donations
and to link a group of Member States to the Nubian project. Actually, the Nubian Campaign began
with the formation of the Executive Committee, which was constituted to take charge of the Campaign
in 1962.

The Committee was composed of the representatives of 15 Member States who were elected
during the General Conference at its 12" session. Later, meetings were organized twice a year
to supervise and examine the technical, archaeological and financial reports of the campaign.
Therefore, the Director-General of UNESCO Vittorino Veronese gave Member States the basic
guidance on field operations and the allocation of trust fund assets that were established

for the Campaign. The Committee adopted the following agenda (UNESCO, 1960b: 3):

1. The removal of the temples;
2. Archaeological works;
3. Distribution of financial resources between the removal of temples and other archaeological work:
a. Drawing up a detailed plan for the removal of the temples and church paintings;
b. Plan of priorities for the removal of temples and methods and standards to adopt, and final
destination;

4. Drawing up a detailed plan, with priorities for the scientific work;

62 In 1961, the ‘Service for the Monuments of Nubia’ was formed within the department of Cultural Activities
in UNESCO, with parallel offices in Cairo and Khartoum. UNESCO also established an Executive Committee,
which included Joe Brew (USA), M. Almagro (Spain), and Sir Mortimer Wheeler (UK), as well as members from Sudan
and Egypt. Prince S. Agha Khan served as a Special Consultant to the Committee (Hassan, 2007: 82).
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5. Discussion of methods and standards to adopt concerning:
a. Survey and excavation;
b. Documentation;
6. Examination of offers of aid received,;
7. Drawing up a list of needs in personnel and equipment;
8. In co-operation with the representatives of the various relevant Sudanese services, discussion
of means of helping and speeding up the work, especially as regards:
a. Assistance from Sudanese technicians, trainees, etc.;
b. Visas;
C. Means of transport;
d. Customs formalities;
e. Accommodation;
f.  Provision of labour;
g. Co-ordination problems regarding tile UAR (Quftis, UAR visas, etc.);
9. Any other business;

10. Discussion and adoption of the report.

When it came to financial issues, the Director-General established a trust fund that consisted
of three special accounts: one for depositing amounts submitted to the Government of Egypt, one
for amounts submitted to the Government of Sudan and one for unspecified amounts. The allocation
of given money was based on the subjective assessment of the Director-General. However, in order
to facilitate the deposit of contributions, UNESCO opened accounts in banks in Member States,
where checks were payable to the UNESCO Nubia account. Besides, contributions were made
in any currency with the possibility to be transferred directly to UNESCO (1960a: 5, 24).

Furthermore, on the Egyptian side, in exchange for assistance, the government
agreed to (Sdve-Soderbergh, 1987: 68fY):

e entrust half the proceeds of discoveries materials (except for certain elements that are unique
or essential to national groups) to missions that carried out excavations in the threatened area;

e offer a mandate to extend exploration under the same conditions outside the area threatened
by drowning;

¢ relinquish those archaeological materials, some Nubian temples and various other elements

of the state’s archaeological reserves, with a view to transferring them abroad.

It has to be noted that before the discovery of the Tomb of Tutankhamen in 1921,

the Antiquities Law in Egypt provided the excavator receiving half-share of the objects discovered®®.

83 Cf. The Egyptian Antiquities Law — Decree of November 17, 1891, artic. 4: The Administration of the Antiquities
Service and the excavator shall together divide these objects into two shares of equal value. The Administration
and the excavator shall draw lots for the two shares if they prefer this method to a negotiated assignment of the shares.
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This was a vitally important condition in the organization of many foreign missions that intended
to conduct extensive campaigns of exploration and excavations, for they depended to considerable
extent on subscriptions from the governing bodies of museums and similar institutions who wished
to add to their collections the Egyptian antiquities. Moreover, foreign museums organized
and dispatched their own expeditions to the Nile Valley in order to gain additional material for their
collections. However, no one could expect the outcome. There was no precedent that could lead
to any expectations, because never before people of the world had been asked to work together
on a very large scale for purely cultural purpose. But their response was immediate and measurable.
Finally, the international appeal to save the Nubian monuments met with a very positive response.
As aresult of the appeal made by UNESCO and the Government of Sudan to all countries
of the world in cooperation with UNESCO, many foreign scientific bodies came forward
to participate in the rescue Campaign of the Sudanese Nubia. Initially, six missions were launched
in 1960. Once the nature of the tasks had been settled, the choice of country and territory was rather
self-evident.

Of course, most of the missions expected to find objects suitable for their exhibitions
in museums. Therefore some of them chose more extended sites, such as an Egyptian fortress
or an administrative centre. But it was agreed that the main purpose of the expedition should not be
just to bring home artifacts for their collections, but rather to study the cultural development
and the interrelations of cultures in this country, which was the link between the Mediterranean
and Africa’s further South.

Later, the number of foreign scientific bodies increased to 22. The rescue plan referred
to the fact that part of the work should be carried out by the Sudan Antiquities Service and another
was provided by the missions and foreign bodies that were involved in the Campaign, provided
that the supervision and control is carried out by the Sudan Antiquities Service (Sharif, 1971: 14).
Notably, the management of a global Campaign such as Nubian Campaign would had never
succeeded without involving a range of administrative and advisory bodies of UNESCO, Egypt

and Sudan.

4.1.3.2. Selection of concessions and sites for archaeological excavations

The Sudan Antiquities Service concentrated on the area south of Egypt, until the Second
Cataract, in order to be ready to allocate concession sites (Fig. 6). Therefore, the Sudan Antiquities
Service carried out a reconnaissance of the region and prepared a brochure containing information
about available sites that later would be distributed to all institutions interested in participating

in Nubian Campaign (Thabit, 1964: 11). This work was carried out by Jean Vercoutter and Thabit
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Hassan Thabit. This part presents an examination of the rules for choosing concessions and provides
information on the concessions granted. The focus will be put on specific management of concessions

and selecting sites for excavations.
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Fig. 6. List of monuments at risk in Lower Nubia in the 1960 (UNESCO, 1960a: 2).

The concession area in Lower Nubia was restricted on the east and west bank of the Nile,
from the Egyptian border (Faras) in the north to Gemai on the Second Cataract in the south (a distance
of approximately 60 km). In the centre of the target concession area there was a modern town — Wadi
Halfa. It was used as the basis for the whole Campaign in Sudanese Nubia and authorities responsible
for the administration of the Campaign (the Sudan Antiquities Service, the Governorate, the Customs
Office, etc.) were located there. It has to be noted that this town was the only place with banking
facilities, hospital, market and connections with the outer world — the railway southwards
to Khartoum and boats to Egypt. The market was, however, a rather uncertain supply basis
and in practice all the technical outfit and equipment had to be imported from abroad. Besides, Wadi
Halfa itself was surrounded by large plains, formed by high silts covered with debris and sand. On one
of these silt banks to the south of the town, there was the most important cemetery from the earliest
historic times (A-Group). North of the town there were the districts (from north to south) of Faras,
Serra, Debeira, Ashkeit and Sahaba, of which Island of Debeira was the largest and richest
in archaeological sites.

This northern region was classified as a so-called mesa landscape and desert plateau sloping
in terraces down to the riverside cultivation area. However, between the river and mountains there
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were three different deposits: the newly cultivated alluvium at the 120-meter level, a series of ‘lower-
alluvium’ deposits at the 130-meter level and the higher alluvium above 140 m a.s.l. (Séve-
Soderbergh, 1979: 18). Some tombs were found as a base on alluvial deposits. In the district
of Debeira, the sedimentary plains widened, and in the middle of the plain was an ‘island’ of sand
and gravel. On this ‘island’ a large New Kingdom cemetery with about 700 tombs was found
(No. 185) (Save-Soderbergh, 1979: 18). The southern part of the concession area consisted of Abka
and Gemai districts. This part was marked by the threshold of igneous rocks (granite, etc.) with steep
boulders and ridges of silt, forming a labyrinth of narrow valleys leading to the rapids.
This composition formed the landscape of the Second Cataract. However, in this area a number
of prehistoric settlements and later fortifications was found, as well as one of the largest
concentrations of rock drawings in East Africa.

Basically, the process of granting concessions area started with the preparation of aerial
photographs and maps for the threatened area. The operation of taking aerial photographs was
undertaken twice, as the first set of photographs was not satisfying and the quality was not sufficient
enough to work with them. At the second attempt it was expected that infrared photography would
reveal features beneath the ground that were not visible at the surface. The aerial survey
of the Sudanese Nubia involved three separate photographic operations:

e complete photographic coverage of the portion of Sudan to be flooded, at a contact scale

1:15 000;

e complete photographic coverage of the region between the Second Cataract of the Nile

and the Egyptian frontier, at a contact scale of 1:7 500;

e low-level photography (scale 1:3 000 or better) of selected known archaeological sites.
In addition, some experimental photographs with infrared film were undertaken (Adams, Allen
and Verwers, 1961: 11).

This time results were better and the quality was good enough to identify the location
on the map. Basing on the results, maps were created that were showing the grid system used
in the numbering of archaeological sites from prehistory to Islamic Period. These sites included such
monuments as: cemeteries, settlements, towns, fortresses, etc. (Adams, 2005a: 10). This provided
assistance in investigation of the threatened area and therefore facilitated its distribution to concession
sites.

Responsible Sudanese authorities made the most efficient and effective arrangements
to ensure that appropriate work would be carried out. The project’s Committee hold its sessions
in Khartoum to study the aerial photographs and maps of the endangered area that were prepared
by Sudan Antiquities Service — Jean Vercoutter, Thabit H. Thabit and William Y. Adams, as well as

other documents related to the issue. Afterwards they organized a trip on a private plane to Wadi
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Halfa, where most of the places of archaeological importance were inspected from the air, as special

arrangements were made in Wadi Halfa for the Committee to continue studying on the ground

archaeological and salvage problems, especially in places such as Aksha, Sira Sharq, Buhen

and Semna (East and West, Fig. 7) (UNESCO, 1960b: 2).
. o

Fig. 7. Semna East and West-South. Aeriel photo taken by Sudan Survey Department (Shinnie, 1955: 96).

The Sudan Antiquities Service conducted a ground survey in 1960 with its own resources. Its
aim was to discover and define archaeological remains worth of excavation by foreign missions.
This survey covered the full extent of Sudanese Nubia between Faras and the head of the proposed
reservoir at Dal (Sharif, 1980: 16). The preliminary work of the Sudan Antiquities Service,
with the assistance of the UNESCO experts and the Sudan Survey Department, provided an adequate
topographical basis, which was indispensable to the salvage project. They carried
out a reconnaissance of the whole region and published a brochure containing information about sites
that would be distributed for every interested institution (Thabit, 1964: 11).

In practice, all sites known in the area have been marked on the topographical documents
(maps and photographs). A full documentation (published and unpublished) of previous works
conducted on the sites were assembled and arranged for easy reference in Wadi Halfa, so that missions
had an adequate basis for their work in regards to topographical and other arrangements. The Sudan
Antiquities Service had also anticipated other needs for the proper work of missions and had made
arrangements to meet these needs in collaboration with other authorities involved. The Sudan
Antiquities Service took also into consideration excavations in sites not chosen by the foreign
expeditions.

The group of endangered monuments, that were in the flooded area, included those at Buhen,
Semna East (Kumma), Semna West and Aksha. Besides, there was a group of ancient Egyptian
fortresses that were built of mudbrick and hence were difficult to safeguard, but in view of their great

importance for the history of military architecture they deserved a thorough architectural survey.
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In addition, there were mural paintings found in the church of Sheikh Abdel Gadir. Another location
was the 18" dynasty tomb at Debeira East. All of aforementioned monuments were of such quality,
that their salvage was assessed by Committee as essential and possible to conduct.

The concept of granting concessions area (Fig. 8) in the Nubian Campaign in Sudan was based
on the regulations of the standard-setting in UNESCO: conventions, recommendations, declaration
and charters adopted by UNESCO from 1948 to the time of the Nubian Campaign. Another legal
basis was the Sudanese Antiquities Ordinance of 1952 which was an important document
that guaranteed better preservation of antiquities in Sudan.

In practice, the first stage of the general strategic planning process for the Nubian Campaign
was granting licenses. While choosing a concession by foreign missions to carry out an archaeological
works in the threatened area, it was crucial to determine whether missions and institutes had
the scientific and material capacity to carry out costly archaeological operations. It has to be
emphasized that the archaeological rescue operations (survey, excavation, etc.) had to be done
in compliance with the law: the Sudanese Archaeology Ordinance of 1952 stated (sections 12, 13, 14,
15 and 16) that the license was necessary to explore antiquities and no field scholar should perform
any archaeological work without proper permission (Appendix 2). Alike, the issue and conditions
of a license and revocation of a license to excavate such as qualification, ability and the financial
capability were stated in the Ordinance (Appendix 2). It was a contractual right to perform a particular
work or activity in the concession area, such as: archaeological exploration, natural resource
development or operating within the concession’s premises.

Referring to the Committees’ recommendations, the priority of the work was associated
with the most threaten areas and archaeological sites. The whole concession area was about 60 km
along the banks of the Nile and the average width of the zone, which should have been flooded, was
few kilometres. Thus, approximately 150 km? had to be investigated. The need to cover large areas
necessitated a massive concentration of experts and workers. Therefore, the expeditions should have
had a large scale of operation and the strategy. Some expeditions had between 100 and 200 local
workers, and a dozen of archaeologists, technicians, photographers, conservationists, architects
and osteologists. Moreover, they tried to include many trained archaeologists, so that several larger
sites could be taken care of at the same time (Sdve-Soderbergh, 1979: 16).

As an example, the concession of Scandinavian Joint Expedition had a length
of approximately 55 km on the east shore of the Nile and included following districts (from north
to south): Faras, Serra, Debeira, Askeit and Sahaba, all north of Wadi Halfa and to the south
of the town, Abka and Gamai (Sidve-Soderbergh, 1962: 77). The map (Fig. 9) presents dated sites
in the northern part of the concession area of the Scandinavian Joint Expedition (level line is

180 m a.s.l.; the dotted triangle in Serra East marks the American concession).
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Fig. 8. Concession area of Sudan Antiquities Service Archacological Survey on the west bank of the Nile
(Ververs, Nordstrom, Hall and Adams, 1962: 11).

Fig. 9. Map of dated sites in the northern part of concession area of the Scandinavian Joint Expedition (Sdve-
Soéderbergh, 1962: 76).



Eventually, large areas of the West bank were granted to foreign archaeological missions
for excavation concessions (Fig. 10, 11). However, those concessions with no exception were granted
after the time of the initial exploration that was conducted by Sudan Antiquities Service, and often
on the basis of the initial discoveries/findings. In practice, the Sudan Antiquities Service surveyed
the entire area between Faras and Gemai except for the Buhen concession, which had already been
granted for the Egypt Exploration Society, before the work of Sudan Antiquities Service began.
Further, the area that was assigned to the Museum of New Mexico Columbia University covered
in length the whole of the inundation area; the whole length of the river was available only through
the West bank. On the East bank, the area from north of Gemai to the frontier was allocated
to the Scandinavian Joint Expedition and the stretch from Gemai south to the end of the inundation
was granted to New Mexico Columbia University. Taking the inundation area as a whole, in the both
banks of the Nile from Egyptian frontier to Dal Cataract, the distance is over 150 km, where two
major geological features were present. They produced very different landscapes as well as different

archaeological problems (Wendorf, Daugherty and Weacher, 1964: 14).
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Fig. 10. Distribution of foreign concessions during the Sudanese Nubian Campaign (Adams, 1977: 87).
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Fig. 11. Map of foreign excavation concession within the West Bank Survey area (Adams, 2005a: 8).

The Campaign to save the monuments of Sudanese Nubia began in 1960 and during the period

between 1960 and 1970 Sudan witnessed intensive archaeological works of an unprecedented scale.

There were 18 concessions eventually taken up by foreign expeditions and 19 foreign archaeological

expeditions worked in the Sudanese territory endangered by the waters of the Aswan High Dam

between Faras in the north and Dal Cataract in the south. The help was offered by 21 countries

and 30 archaeological missions, such as: British, American, German, Polish, Spanish and even

Indian, Argentine or Ghanaian teams (Sharif, 1960: 16). Below the division of concessions is

presented in details (Table 6).

Country Institution Concession area . Typ-e S o.f Period
investigation
Argentina Eirilzﬁi;ﬁrl%;izzl Aksha Excavations Pharaonic temple,
g tpedt (1962; 1963; 1964; 1967) Christian town
University of La Plata
. Cooperation with
Belgium . .\
an excavation expedition
Finland Finnish Nubian Expedition Gemai-Murshid Survey ’ All periods
excavations
French Archacological Mirgissa fort of Tken Pharaonic fortress,
France .. g (1963; 1964; 1965; 1968; . town and cemeteries
Mission Excavations

1970; 1973; 1975; 1976)

Middle Kingdom
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The German National Survey up to the end of Rock art and
East Germany Academy of Sciences, endangered area at Dal Survey inscriptions
Berlin (DDR) Leopodia Cataract Whole area prehistory
German Archaeological . . . .
West Germany Institute (DFR) Melik en-Nasir Survey Christian remains
East Germany German Institute (DFR) Kulb Survey Chrlst1z)rivt;(l)rt1ﬁed
. . Debeira West . Christian town
Ghana The University of Ghana (1963; 1964; 1965; 1978) Excavations and churches
Italy University of Rome Songi West Excavations Christian church
) Excavations
Poland forPl(\)/}leScllli t(e:frraﬁferan Faras West and mural Christian churches
(1962; 1963; 1964; 1965) painting and palace
Archaeology ;
transferring
Scandinavian Scandinavian Joint East bank exizxfi}(/;ns All periods
Expedition Faras East-Gemai East A-group to Christian
L Scandinavian Joint Serra West Survey, .
Scandinavian Expedition (1963) excavations Pharaonic tomb
. . . . . Expedition
South America Columbia University Argin Survey of Prehistorians
Spanish National Committee . . Cemeteries
. . The cemeteries of Argin . ..
Spain for Cooperation (1962; 1963: 1965: 1970) Excavations of Meroitic and
with UNESCO ’ ’ ’ Christian periods
Spanish National Committee
Spain for Cooperation Qasr Iko Excavations Christian church
with UNESCO
. Spanish National C.O mmittee Christian site of . Christian fortified
Spain for Cooperation Abkanarti Excavations town
with UNESCO
Sudanese Antiquities . Survey, .
Sudan Service (UNESCO) Gemai-Dal excavations All periods
Sudan Sudanese Antiquities Meinarti Island and Survey, Meroitic to Christian
Service (UNESCO) Kagenarti excavations town and church
Sudanese Antiquities . Survey, .
Sudan Service (UNESCO) Faras West-Gemai West excavations All periods
Switzerland University of Geneva Akasha-Ukma Survey ’ Christian churches
excavations
Temple of Hatshepsut at .
. Pharaonic
UK The Egypt Exploration Buhen Survey, fortress: New
Society (1957; 1959; 1960; 1961; excavations Kin éom
1962; 1963; 1964; 1966) £
USA Oriental Institute of Chicago Serra East Survey ’ Pharac?nlc fort;
excavations Christian town
Island of Dorginarti Pharaonic fortress
USA Oriental Institute of Chicago & Excavations Middle or New
(1966) .
Kingdom
USA Combined P.r.ehlstorlc Whole area Survey Christian fortress
Expedition town
USA Oriental Institute of Chicago Semna East South Excavations Meroitic
Cemetery
USA University of Colorado Murshid-Dal West Bank Excavations Prehistoric sites
Museum
Pharaonic
USA Brown University Semna East (Kumma) Survey New Kingdom
temples
Pharaonic fortress:
. . . . Eventual Christian town
USA University of California Island of Askut excavations Middle Kingdom
Fort
. . . . Island of Dabnarti Survey and Pharaonic fortress:
USA University of California (1964) excavations late Christian
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Prehistoric
USA University of Colorado Gezira Dabarosa West Excavations i?glra;;l;
Museum (1964; 1965) L
and Christian
settlement-village
USA The New Mexico Museum | on both banks of the Nile Survey Stone Age
Yugoslavia National Gemai-Aksha
Yugoslavia Committee for Nubian Village of Sheikh Abdel Survey Christian church
Campaign Gadir

Table 6. Concessions distribution of Sudanese Nubian Campaign (the information in the table was combined
from following sources: Adams, 1977: 84-86; UNESCO, 1960b: 1-3).

In conclusion, it is clear that concessions distribution showed the interest of the archaeological
expeditions of Nubian Campaign. It has to be mentioned that these concessions were granted
after the time of initial survey of Sudan Antiquities Service. Several of concessions were requested
by the foreign expeditions, especially when it came to newly discovered sites, as they were very
attractive to the foreign excavators. Although the contribution of foreign missions was crucial
to the success of the archaeological campaign in Sudan, it was also noticeable that their interest was
laid mainly in large, spectacular sites. Moreover, a big role in choosing the concession played
the interest related to the field. Some of these expeditions were led by Egyptologists or museum’s
missions, who brought with them traditional Egyptologists preoccupied with monumental sites
and cemeteries, which was reflected in the relative lack of interest in open settlement. These
circumstances influenced the choice of what and how much to dig, but when grave sites were found,
there was always a reasonable probability that these would be of higher interest to foreign missions,
whereas in the case of a settlement site the probability was much lower (Adams, 2005a: 9). Another
factor was the period in history that was assigned to the site. For instance, Italian and Polish
expeditions were more interested in the Christian period, while the Scandinavian Joint Expedition
was more focused in prehistory A-Group to Christian times. However, through the participation
and support of these archaeological missions, Sudan Antiquities Service was able to carry
out the necessary survey, excavations, removal and documentation work to ensure the protection

of at least part of Sudan’s history and thus of the world cultural heritage for future generations.

4.1.4. Methods applied during archaeological works (surveys, excavations,
documentation, data publications)

This part will focus on the Nubian Campaign in its progress and post-project stages. It will be
reflected on how much of recommended approaches and methods were implemented in practice
in frames of rescue archaeology management. Such areas will be taken into consideration as survey,

excavations, documentation and data publications.
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4.1.4.1. Recommendations of Sudan Antiquities Service

The practical work of the Nubian Campaign in Sudan started through the cooperation between
Government of Sudan and UNESCO. After the meetings in Khartoum and Wadi Halfa in October
1960, Advisory Committee of international archaeology experts was established. They prepared a list
of priorities for the archaeological works and discussed issues of the upcoming Campaign in all
aspects, laying foundations and ground rules for the archaeological missions to follow.
During the meeting decisions were conducted basing on the report of the Director of Antiquities,
which concerned issues of archaeological fieldwork, methods and a pragmatic approach
to the problem. This concertation should have been fulfilled according to the provisions
of the agreement between missions and the Sudan Antiquities Service (referring to the Committee’s
recommendations and license). This could be concerned as a starting point — what they decided
and what sort of recommendation were proposed for the fieldwork. In addition, the Committee
indicated the necessity of finding an expert® in natural history for human races so that missions could
gain his/her expertise and benefit from his/her services (Sharif, 1971: 11).

The Subcommittee consisted of Sander-Hansen (the Chairman of the Board), Thabit,
Vercoutter, Adams (members) and Lilies, Laesse, Nordstrom and Verwers (observers). They
recommended to consider two parts of the preservation problem, namely:

a) removal of temples;

b) archaeological works.

The Subcommittee stressed that these two types of work should be seen as equally important,
that the work should start as soon as possible in view of the danger already threatening in 1963
and that the final priorities might be decided by experts according to the facilities available
(UNESCO, 1960b: 11). According to the analysis of the general situation it was clear that the equally
important archaeological works must consist of:
a) general survey and inventory;
b) excavation of sites already known;

C) excavation of important sites to be found during the survey.

6 William Y. Adams was chosen for this role. He was American professor of anthropology at the University of Kentucky.
During the late 1950s he was a director of archaeological salvage excavations in Glen Canyon on the Colorado River.
He was invited by UNESCO and the Sudanese Government to assist in the salvage operations in Nubia. He planned
and carried out excavations for the Sudan Antiquities Service from 1959 to 1966 and coordinated the activities of 14 other
expeditions. He is the author of Nubia, Corridor to Africa (1977).
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The Subcommittee set points (a) and (b) as crucial and emphasized that their execution should
start immediately. Moreover, they recommended to carry out survey work in the previously known
sites simultaneously with the excavation. Priority should be given to the sites in Buhen, Faras, Serra
East, Meinarti and Argin, because they required long-term work, as they represented a great number
of cultures and were of great historical importance.

The Subcommittee considered three types of archaeological missions to be valid and more
appropriate for the Campaign (UNESCO, 1960b: 11):

a) survey expeditions;
b) epigraphic and documentary expeditions;
c) major excavations.

It was proposed that it should be the duty of each archaeological survey mission
to systematically and completely explore the area granted in the concession and to record
meticulously all archaeological remains encountered therein. However, the Committee stressed
out that concessions for an archaeological survey should not be limited to the area immediately
threatened with flooding, but rather cover the entire area that would eventually be inundated
(UNESCO, 1960b: 11).

The records kept for each archaeological site by each archaeological survey mission included
a standard survey of the site provided by the Sudan Antiquities Service, as well as photographs
(where applicable), plans and drawings (where appropriate). It was also proposed to attach the copy
of the archaeological site survey data conducted by Sudan Antiquities Service for all expeditions,
along with a brief set of instructions that would explain its meaning and the intended use
of the association. In practice, the Sudan Antiquities Service, through its office in Wadi Halfa®®,
provided each archaeological survey mission with appropriate maps and aerial photographs
to facilitate their fieldwork. It has to be noted that every expedition had to accurately record on maps
and photographs the location of every site found. It was expected that all expeditions would keep
such additional records as it was their customary practice (UNESCO, 1960b: 11).

Survey expeditions were allowed to collect surface collections as well as collections of objects
from trial excavations, if it was convenient for their work. All groups were divided by the Sudan
Antiquities Service in accordance with the Antiquities Ordinance of 1952. The survey
of archaeological missions was expected to encounter archaeological sites that deserve extensive
excavation. In such cases survey expeditions had a preliminary right to excavate, provided that such

excavations required a separate excavation concession license from Sudan Antiquities Service.

% In the office in Wadi Halfa the participants could also get access to important sources, such as the four books of Verwers,
who recorded his excavations; six books on the excavations of Nordstom, and seven books on Adams’ excavations
(exclusive of four books on Meinarti).
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Expeditions were able to apply for such a license at any time during the survey work, given immediate
consideration by the Commissioner of Archaeology. A survey mission could have expressed a specific
intent to carry out excavation, or not to do so, at any particular location within its concession area.
In case a given mission did not intend to excavate, the site was withdrawn from their concession

and offered to another expedition.

4.1.4.1.1. Archaeological background of the targeted area

There had been a substantial amount of surveys and excavations done in the threated area
of Sudanese Nubia, particularly in the earliest years of the 20" century (before the Nubian Campaign),
which allowed to get basic knowledge about the archaeological potential of the area. In the first
decade of the 20" century, architect Somers Clarke made a survey of the most prominent Christian
antiquities in the Nile Valley, all the way from Alexandria to Khartoum (Clarke, 1912). He recorded
six churches within the area between Faras and Gemai. Furthermore, Geoffrey S. Mileham
from University of Pennsylvania Museum compiled plans and descriptions of several churches
at Faras, Deberia, and Buhen in the season of 1908—1909 (Mileham, 1910). Moreover, C. Leonard
Woolley carried out limited excavation in the pharaonic fortress of Buhen (Randall-Maclver
and Woolley, 1911). Next, F. L. Griffith along with Oxford University Expedition carried
out extensive excavations for four seasons (1910-1912) in sites of all periods, in and around Faras.
The result was published piecemeal over several years in the University of Liverpool Annals
of Archaeology and Anthropology (Griffith, 1923; 1924; 1926; 1927). Then, Noel Wheeler
from Harvard-Boston Expedition carried out limited excavation in Pharaonic fortress of Mirgissa
for longer period and one season in the Second Cataract in 1931-1832, but his work has never been
fully published. Ugo Monneret de Villard undertook between 1929 and 1934 a survey
and an inventory of all Christian sites in both Egyptian and Sudanese Nubia (Monneret de Villard,
1935: 188-224). There were also many others excavation of smaller range but more exhaustive,
where the expedition recorded 23 Christian sites on the west bank and island between Faras
and Gemai (Adams, 2005b: 6ff).

This earlier work was of high importance for Sudan Antiquities Service survey team for two
reasons. Firstly, it provided a baseline of current state of the art, that gave them a basic chronological
framework into which to fit all the different remains that the team encountered. It also gave them
an idea of how much was and was not known about each of different periods in Nubian history.
Moreover, it helped the team to take a decision about what to dig and what not to dig. Such decisions
were influenced in part by how much was already known. Secondly, these earlier works saved a lot

of digging that would otherwise have been team’s responsibility. Especially the extensive work
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of F. L. Griffith and the Oxford Excavations in the Faras area was valuable, where the Sudan
Antiquities Service team could have spent four seasons working in this area, if it had not been
excavated earlier. Eventually, the Sudan Antiquities Service team described comprehensively
ca. 55 sites at Faras, 26 among them were previously investigated either by Griffith or by Mileham
(Adams, 2005b: 7).

Nevertheless, the massive rescue operation of the archaeological sites of Lower Nubia had
produced an immense amount of new archaeological data for the Middle Nile Valley that covered
various periods, from Palaeolithic times to the medieval Christian era or later. This region partly had
been investigated in connection with the construction of the older dam at Aswan (Adams 2005a: 7).
It has to be noted that the initial proposal for the dam took place in 1955, and before the main
fieldwork began in 1960, there was a lot of preparatory work, principally in the form of a preliminary
ground survey, which took place between 1955 and 1956. This work was carried out on behalf
of the Sudan Antiquities Service by J. Vercoutter, the Commissioner for Archaeology,
and T. H. Thabit, Senior Inspector of Antiquities. Both banks of the Nile Valley between the Egyptian
frontier and the Second Cataract were surveyed, resulting in the discovery of 25 new sites (Adams,
2005a: 7).

The ground survey was followed by an aerial survey between 1956 and 1957, conducted
by Sudan Antiquities Service employers — J. Vercoutter and Thabit H. Thabit in cooperation
with Sudan government. Later these aerial photographs were invaluable in targeting specific sites
for the further study during the Campaign (Adams, Allen and Verwers, 1961: 11). This preparation
of information about the region was a sort of assessment of potential threat, however, these aerial
photographs were used later by missions that did not have their own photos. Unexpectedly, photos
taken in 1956-1957 revealed almost nothing in the way of the archaeological features, because they
had been taken from too high altitude. Thus, in 1959 the Sudan Antiquities Service suggested
to re-photograph the whole area between Faras and Dal (area that would be flooded by the High Dam)
at much lower altitudes. Eventually, two sets of photographs were taken for the threatened
topographic area®®.

This time these vertical aerial photographs were taken by Adams and his team. They were
flying for three months once a week with the photo crew back and forth over the target area between
Faras and Dal Cataract. The team took series of “navigation strips”, where the plane crew had to turn
around at the end of each photographic run (Adams, 2005a: 10). The aerial survey offered unexpected
finds, including the natural rock barrier across the Nile at Semna, where traces of a barrage

constructed by Egyptians were discovered (Fig. 12, 13).

8 Cf. subchapter 4.1.2.2. Selection of concessions and sites of archaeological excavations.
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Fig. 12. Aerial photo of a 3900-years-old barrage (Abubakr, 1980: 33).

Fig. 13. Unexcavated cemetery at Argin Wadi Halfa area (Adams, Allen and Verwers, 1961: 11).
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Obviously, through the entire history of archaeology in the Middle Nile Valley, there has never
been such close cooperation between different missions in the fieldwork of archaeology.
After launching the Nubian Campaign, a bridge of knowledge and discussion was laid
between working and research methods of a strictly archaeological kind. However, it was not clear
at first what resources the Sudan Antiquities Service would be able to provide in order to contribute

to the archaeological Campaign.

4.1.4.1.2. Surveys — recommendations

Regarding the approved archaeological works, the Advisory Committee accepted regulations
issued by a Subcommittee headed by Sander Hansen about methods and standards that should have
been adopted in the survey, excavations and documentation works. It was the unanimous
understanding of the Subcommittee that the aim of the survey expedition was to ascertain general
character, extent and location of all archaeological remains within a given concession area.
The recommended basic field technique of the archaeological survey was surface observation
and data recording, aided by auxiliary methods, such exploratory excavation, required to establish
the age, cultural affinity, extent, or condition of any given archaeological site.

An example of the biggest concession areas, in which the archaeological survey method has
been applied, were in west and east banks of the Nile Valley from Faras to Gemai. At first, two
excavating expeditions, preceded by prospecting teams that made a ground survey, were sent
out on each bank of the Nile. One mission represented Sudan Antiquities Service, which objectives
referred to submerged area of Sudanese Nubia to the northern part of the Second Cataract — west bank
of the Nile, from Faras to Gemai. The expedition worked for five seasons. Its task was to discover
and record all sites within the threatened area and to dig as many of them as seemed worth
of excavation. The expedition team from Khartoum was given the necessary preparation to introduce
them to types of sites they might encounter (Adams, 2005a: 11). From the beginning there was no
inclination to follow the model of the two prior Aswan Dam Surveys, that were carried out in Egyptian
Nubia by Reisner (1910), Firth (1912; 1915; 1927), Emery and Kirwan (1935; 1938) and the Harvard-
Boston Expedition in the central and northern Sudan (1913-1932). Aforementioned surveys
concentrated almost exclusively on mortuary remains. However, in 1960, it seemed to Sudan
Antiquities Service’s expeditions and to UNESCO teams, that much more had been learned
about how the early Nubian died than about how they lived. Moreover, none of UNESCO team was
experienced in museum work, so they concerned primarily with the recovery of object for display. It
has to be noted that UNESCO team’s background were specifically in American and European

prehistory, and their primary mission was to recover knowledge not just objects (Adams, 2005a: 11).
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Another expedition was the Scandinavian Joint Expedition. They worked in the east bank
of the Nile. Its scientific aims were to secure all possible evidence and make as complete investigation
and documentation as possible. Their aim was also to survey the target areas in details in order
to identify other sites that were overlooked during the rapid overall survey. The choice of the mission
was determined by many factors. Thus, the Scandinavian team neither attempted to solve problems
drawn from some preconception notions, nor focused on any particular period or type of remains.
The team thought it would be better not to allow their program to be influenced or guided by personal
interests or problems that were considered at that time of primary importance, but they tried to collect
as many data as possible so that future generations would also have a chance to find answers to other

questions that seemed more important to them (Sdve-Soderbergh, 1971-1972: 14-15).

4.1.4.1.3. Excavations — recommendations

During the Nubian Campaign, two aspects were considered in regards to the issue
of excavations:
1. Archaeological work:
a. excavations;
b. documentation;
2. The removal of the temples.

It was the understanding of the Subcommittee that the purpose of major excavations was
to obtain the fullest possible historic, scientific and artistic information, consistent with limitations
of time and funds, about one or more specific archaeological sites, as indicated in the excavation
concession area. The basic recommended field technique for the large excavations was extensive
digging supported by documentation, including photography and detailed drawing documentation.

Analyses of contents and geographical layouts of cemeteries in Lower Nubia were already
carried out by Brunton and Reisner, successors of Petrie®’, in the first half of 20 century. Later,
with the explosive development of the “New Archaeology” (later called processual archaeology)
in the 1960s, a range of new techniques for cemetery analysis and seriation, often with a focus
on European approach and data, have become available to researchers working with archaeological
data from Egypt and Nubia.

Technological development influenced also other methods borrowed by archaeologists to their

research. One of such methods is photogrammetry (the science of making measurements

57 Flinders Petrie (1853-1942), a British Egyptologist and a pioneer of systematic methodology in archaeology
and the preservation of artifacts, developed the system of dating layers based on pottery and ceramic findings
(cf. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Flinders-Petrie [Access on 5.11.2019]).
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from photographs). However, not many people realized that the first instance of its systematic use
occurred in the Nubian Campaign, when it was used not only in its simplest form (taking stereoscopic
images), but also in the more complex operations of contour drawing and reshaping of pseudo 3D
models or axonometric visualizations. Thus, one can state that the appeal of UNESCO had enabled
archaeology to move forward into a new phase of progress in terms of applied techniques (Desroches-
Noblecourt, 1964: 8).

The priority for excavation was to investigate area with sites to be flooded at first (e.g. district
of Aksha), as well as known sites that were planned to be excavated during the first season of Sudan
Antiquities Service team. The approach to excavations during the Nubian Campaign could be
illustrated with the example of the Sudan Antiquities Service Expedition and Joint Scandinavian
Expedition. By combining forces, the Joint Expedition of the Scandinavian countries became one
of the largest, if not the largest, expedition in Nubia and had therefore both: personal and financial
resources to survey a large territory, and, as it proved later, also to excavate practically all sites
in the concession area (Sidve-Soderbergh, 1979: 12). Hence, the scope of the expedition gradually
changed to a total investigation or excavation of all sites in the concession area — an immense task
in view of the size of the area (Table 7). Around 60 km had to be covered with survey and possible
excavation during four winter campaigns (1961-1964), including also the documentation
of thousands of rock drawings and a detailed analysis of the architectural remains of churches
and fortifications. Thus, they faced the problem of identifying sites to excavate (Sdve-Soderbergh,
1979: 12-13).

Period Number of Sites
Palaeolithic 58 (+2)3
Mesolithic 14

Neolithic 41 (+7)
A-Group 41 (+13)
C-Group 68 (+22)

Kerma 10

Egyptian Middle Kingdom 2
New Kingdom 35 (+4)
Meroitic 8 (19)
X-Group 23 (+21)
Christian 54 (+24)
Islamic 25 (+16)

Table 7. Sites of the Joint Scandinavian Expedition (Sdve-Soderbergh, 1968: 213).
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4.1.4.1.4. Documentation — recommendations

With reference to the authorization of the Sudanese Antiquities Authority to grant
the concession, each survey mission was required to submit to the Sudan Antiquities Service
in internal sessions a brief report on the progress of the field work. Moreover, at the end of the field
season, the expeditions were required to submit to the Sudan Antiquities Service duplicate copies
of the site survey forms grantee with photographs, drawings and appropriate plans for each site
registered by them. These materials should have been received within six weeks of the completion
of the fieldwork. There was no strictly defined format for the report, but there had to be a proper
reference on the title page to the international Campaign for the safeguard of Nubian monuments.
Documentation of the area threatened with drowning in Sudanese Nubia required following
the traditional Egyptologist’s practice of recording basic site with a budget of approximately
300 000 USD. That forced the Sudan Antiquities Service to seek for the support of foreign specialists
(UNESCO, 1960b: 11f).

The recommended approach of Sudan Antiquities Service for documentation in Nubian
Campaign covered following expectations (Adams, 2005a: 16-18):

e raw field notes;

e transcribed field notes;

e site plans in scale 1:50;

e cross-section and profiles;
e site photos;

o field registers;

e master site file;

e aerial photos;

e object photos;

e object registration cards.

The Sudan Antiquities Service in Wadi Halfa maintained a field office that served as a central
repository for archaeological data of all kinds collected by field missions. In this office all reported
sites were added on main archaeological survey maps at scale 1:250 000 (Adams, 2005a: 11).
Information obtained from different expeditions and various site survey reports were combined
into one main site file. This data was available for inspection of qualified scientists while they were
in the field. Duplicate copies of all abovementioned documents were also sent to the Office
of the Antiquities Commissioner in Khartoum, which later became the Central Coordination Office
of the Nubian Archaeological Campaign. Due to extensive administrative work involved

in transcribing records, the Subcommittee also recommended the use of photographic equipment.
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4.1.4.1.5. Data publications — recommendations

The Committee stressed the importance of proper and rapid publication of results
of archaeological works in the threatened area as an important basis for the planned investigations.
Moreover, they recommended searching for means to ensure further publication. Sudan Antiquities
Service planned and expected that after each field season a brief preliminary report from the fieldwork
of each expedition would be submitted for publication in the succeeding number of Kush, the Journal

of the Sudan Antiquities Service (UNESCO, 1960b: 6, 13).

4.1.4.2. Recommendations in practice of missions

In the previous part the recommendations of Sudan Antiquities Service and main objectives
of the biggest expeditions in regards to rescue archaeological activities were described. In this part
I will focus on practical solutions applied during the Nubian Campaign. It will be analysed,
to what extent they matched with the recommended measures. Two missions will serve as examples:

Sudan Antiquities Service Expedition and Scandinavian Joint Project Expedition.

4.1.4.2.1. Surveys — practice

The ground survey widely applied after Sudan Antiquities Service Expedition showed
that aerial photos were not going to reveal enough information, so the ground survey became
anecessity. As Adams (2005a: 11) mentioned in his report, this condition was not foreseen
when the survey was planned. However, two things were considered in regards to the preparation
of the field survey. Firstly, the team devised a system for numbering of sites as they should be found.
This was applied for the whole Sudanese territory that was covered by a series of map quadrangles,
especially the target flooded area that lay within the Wadi Halfa quadrangle, at a scale of 1:250 000,
each covering 1° of latitude and 1.5° of longitude. Then, it was divided into a series of 24 equal
sections, each covering 15 minutes of longitude and latitude. Numbers from 1 to 24 were assigned,
reading from left to right and top to bottom. Each section was further divided into a series of 25 three-
minute grid sections, where they identified by the letters A through Y (Fig. 14). Later, when the sites
were found, they were given a label indicating first the number of their 15-minute unit, then the letter
for their three-minute unit, and finally an individual number assigned in the order of discovery,

e.g. 24-E-15.
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Fig. 14. Map showing the grid system used in the numbering of archaeological sites (Adams, 2005a: 12).

In the interest of compiling a comprehensive inventory, the team applied this system
of numeration to all of sites in the target area between Faras and Gemai, including those found
in earlier years and those found by other archaeological expeditions employed by the Antiquities
Service throughout the Nile Valley. However, for complete recording, site numbers were preceded
by the name of the map quadrangle on which they were found, e.g. Wadi Halfa 24-E-15 or Kosha 24-
E-15. Since all Sudan Antiquities Service sites laid within Wadi Halfa quadrangle, the team had
omitted the named prefix when they were reporting sites for publications.

Moreover, the Sudan Antiquities Service team devised and printed a set of standardized forms
for the recording of information about each site discovered. It was a practice that long had been
a routine in American archaeological survey, although it was actually introduced by George Reisner
in Nubia. However, this proved to be wasted effort, given the enormous diversity of sites the team
encountered, and the wealth of information yielded by many of them. No form less than 10 pages

long could provide enough space to record information about: dwellings, pottery kilns, quarry sites,
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rock art, churches, cemeteries, graves, and all other different types of sites the team encountered
during the survey. What is more, during the survey the team was taking relevant photos, made
a pin-hole to mark the location of each site, circled it on the backside of the photo, and wrote the site
number alongside it.

Later, the team in the field abandoned the standard forms in favour of detailed reports,
such as narrative field notes, in conformance with a checklist of information categories that later were
included in the notes for each types of site (Adams, 2005a: 11). To facilitate naming and description
of the site, the team divided the survey area into a series of 11 localities of 5 to 10 km each,
where villages were located. Following the local practice of naming each district after the dominant
villages, the concession locations were named after the most prominent ruin, such as Aksha, Buhen
and Mirgissa (Adams, 2005a: 5). Out of more than 70 towns, individual houses and industrial sites
discovered, only four were subsequently claimed in foreign concessions, and three were taken
after a personal appeal of W. Adams by the University of Colorado Expedition (Adams, 2005a: 13).

The Sudan Antiquities Service Expedition’s preliminary task was sand removal, especially
in the case of cemeteries, which age or condition of the remains often could not have been determined
without opening of graves. The operation involved surface observation and test excavation,
where the amount of excavation, that was undertaken in relations to surface survey, was increased
in each season. The fieldwork camp was initially at Faras as far south as Gezira Dabarosa, covering
32 km, almost half of the target area in the first season. Eventually, the Sudan Antiquities Service
Expedition team had to change the strategy in the fourth season, when the team faced a challenge
of exploring the numerous Second Cataract islands, after the survey had cover one-half of the total
area from Faras to Gemai in the first three seasons (Fig. 15). The team found out that the technique
of marching in line was not a very effective way of employing the labour force of the expedition.
Then, the team learned to recognize site from surface indication, and with one or two labourers could
walk ahead and locate sites while the others were carrying on excavations at sites already located
(Adams, 2005a: 13).

Another team was the Scandinavian Joint Expedition. Their program was gradually changing.
In the first agreement between Scandinavian Joint Expedition and Sudan Antiquities Service only
a survey was envisaged and the expedition did not undertake any excavations of discovered sites.
Only the date and the nature of the sites should be ascertained and other sites should be turned

over to other expeditions.
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l WEST BANK SURVEY

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES
‘ SEASON 1961/62

Fig. 16. The concession area of the Scandinavian Joint Expedition. Map of the districts and some important sites
(277: A-Group cemetery; 185: New Kingdom cemetery; 36: tomb of Djehuti-hotep: Q: tomb of Amenembhet)
(Save-Soderbergh, 1979: 4).
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The method applied by the Scandinavian Expedition was different than survey of other
expeditions. They did not proceed systematically from north to south, but conducted instead a quick
survey by car or on foot, using topographical maps at scale 1:250 000 and aerial photographs provided
by the Sudanese authorities as a basis. Their goal was to obtain general idea of the entire concession
area as fast as possible, in order to establish if the planned survey of an area of 60 km would be

possible to conduct with available sources (Sdave-Soderbergh, 1979: 17):

The survey was done in the way that all the ground was walked over, and trial trenches were opened
on all suspect spots. Then the ground was again walked over with lines of men probing the ground
systematically with iron rods and making extensive trial excavations. In this way numerous sites could
be located which were entirely invisible because they had been levelled by wind erosion and had been
covered with silt or sand.

The result of Scandinavian Joint Expeditions from the first and second seasons covered
the whole concession from Faras to Gemai. They had more or less intensively investigated the number
of 292 sites recorded (Save-Soderbergh, 1963: 48). However, it was stressed in their report that sites
were often extremely difficult to discover due to the wind erosion and sand drift, as well as they were
covered with decomposed silt mixed with sand. The total number of new sites registered was 364,
among them about dozen were Palaeolithic workshops or concentrations of implements on the higher
terraces where more or less extensive sampling has been made. In all, over 490 sites were located

(Fig. 16).

4.1.4.2.2. Excavations — practice

The first season of excavations of Sudan Antiquities Service Expedition involved digging
in cemeteries. In the second season digging was conducted between two and five graves in each
cemetery, because cemeteries were not a main focus of interest and the work continued partly
due to the assumption that these sites might be of special interest to foreign expeditions that would
hopefully follow up on the Campaign. It has to be noted that Franco-Argentine, Scandinavian,
University of Ghana, Spanish, and University of Colorado expeditions had concessions granted
in the area that had been surveyed by Sudan Antiquities Service team in the second season.
The Sudanese team assumed that the foreign expeditions would later be interested in those sites
for further excavations. This approach was sufficient to identify kinds of graves present and their
conditions. Decisions in the case of habitation sites were more difficult, because in most cases there
was no likelihood that they would later be of interest to other expeditions. However, the Sudan
Antiquities Service Expedition team employed later much more work in excavation than exploration

of a new site location. However, at the tactical level, their excavation method did not differ from those
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of nearly all other expeditions in the Nile Valley. Actually, earth removal was done with the aid
of the traditional method (short handled hoe) for clearing graves and house floors; excavated sand
was carried away in baskets, for deposition of the site. It was mainly at the strategic level that team’s
approach differed from other teams. When the team began uncovering any site, it rarely had a clear
idea of how much ought to be done, or in other words: when to stop. Besides, it had ascertained
preliminary information about chronology, extent and condition of a site, which required more time
of sand removal. Therefore, there were still three unanswered questions for the team:

e Did the team need the information that this site might provide?

e Did the team have time to undertake excavations, in view of the amount of work that was still

ahead of them?

e Was there a possibility that a foreign expedition might be interested in this site?

Under these circumstances, the team often had to make only basic decisions and they did not
always prove to be sound. This was especially true in the two first seasons, before the team fully
realized its situation, potential and limitations (Adams, 2005a: 16). In practice, the mission carried
out a thorough examination (a trial dig or a full excavation). It has to be noted that those sites,
that were already excavated, produced material susceptible to dating by the C14 method. Moreover,
a ground survey of the target area from the Egyptian frontier to Wadi Halfa and a preliminary aerial
topographic survey from Wadi Halfa to Sarkamatto revealed ca. 100 sites, of which only
around 10 were partially excavated to date. Many of A-Group burial grounds however have never
been excavated (UNESCO, 1960a: 8). The total of 262 sites were recorded after four seasons, ranging
in age from Neolithic to early modern. Further, the team carried out some excavations in over half
of the discovered sites. They included 8 churches, 3 fortifications, 77 habitations sites, 21 industrial
and miscellaneous sites, 18 rock art and/or inscription sites and 170 mortuary sites. However, some
sites were included more than once in the above enumeration, because they involved remains of more
than one type (Adams, 2005a: 1). Eventually excavations in the threaten area were carried
out over a period of four years. About 100 sites and 4200 tombs were excavated. The findings
represented collections from all periods. These excavations produced a huge amount of information
and archaeological materials that contributed greatly to understanding and deepening the study

of the archaeological history of the region.

4.1.4.2.3. Documentation — practice

According to recommendations, the Sudan Antiquities Service team had to write every field
note, drew maps, take and print photos, as well as register each artifact, simultaneously keeping eye

on things in progress. Documentation for every site supposed to be prepared in the form of narrative
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field notes, written at-site at the time of excavation and completed immediately afterward. In practice,
the team kept diaries, recording what was done each day, but they did not follow the traditional
Egyptologist’s practice of recording basic site information in this form. They rather adhered
to a checklist of information categories to be included for each cemetery grave, with another checklist
for each settlement feature, etc. Moreover, in the field notes sketch plans of many graves and many
habitation sites were included. To facilitate both: writing and sketching, the team used 27x20cm
“physics notebooks” having lines on the recto and a millimetre grid on the verso of each sheet.
In some cases, the notes included cross-section and profiles, when it was necessary to show
stratification of buildings or deposits. This was particularly practiced in the case of the Faras Potteries
and at Kasanarti. It has to be emphasized that the Sudan Antiquities Service kept also photographic
records. At that time, it was the most exhaustive documentation of the west bank survey
with over 3000 site photos, all of which have been fully catalogued (Adams, 2005a: 16).

Another recommended documentation approach were raw field notes. They had the obvious
deficiency that they produced only a kind of running narrative of what was found from day to day,
since they were written at the moment of excavation. However, all notes could be compacted on one
page or two successive pages. In case of Nubian Campaign, the excavations of settlements were
usually going on in several rooms simultaneously and lasted a period of days or weeks. As the result,
the information recorded for any given room was scattered among reports, sometimes in apart pages.
Moreover, earlier notes of continuing excavation often revealed errors of observation or interpretation
(Adams, 2005a: 16).

Furthermore, there was a field register of objects for each site, listing the registration number,
provenience, a brief information about the form or function (pottery vessel, knife etc.), material
and condition. More detailed information however was found only on the permanent register cards

(Fig. 17).
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Fig.17. Sample of site record card (Adams, 2005: 17).
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The card shows the categories of information on the back, including the type of site,
where the object was found (cemetery, habitation, etc.), the provenience or finding spot
within the site, name of the finder, date of the finding, photo registration numbers of object photos,
reference to any illustration other than those appearing on the card, any additional remarks
and the Sudan National Museum accession number. The categories of information recorded for object
other than pottery included: the culture period, material, type of object, field registration number,
condition, dimensions, and a brief description. The card included considerable space on left
for a drawing of the object. Entries on the back of the cards are the same as those on the pottery cards.
The actual site number was always a part of the field registration number, shown on the front
of the card. This information was filled out for every site discovered by every expedition in Sudanese
Nubian from 1900 to 1966 (Adams, 2005a: 18). There were 3,325 object cards of both types recorded,
including 1,507 for object from Meinarti.

A separate registration card was filled out for each object in Khartoum. Two different card
types were employed, respectively for pottery (Adams’ key system of ceramic classification)
and for all other finds. Adams’ registration system included following information: culture period,
material, vessel type, field registration number, condition or portion, dimensions, vessel form,
colours, decoration and surface treatment and small drawing of the vessel conform
to any of the familiar forms.

Aerial photos at a scale of 1:7 500 were used in the field to record site locations as they were
found. It was done by making pin holes and entering the site number beside them on back of photo.
After the completion of the survey, the location of all sites of all periods was recorded on a master set
of photos, at a scale of 1:25 000. In this case the site numbers and locations were written in ink
on the front of photos (Adams, 2005a: 18).

Finally, there was the master site file, that included card at a size of 5 x 8 inches. Categories
of information recorded, each in separate box, included as follows: site number, district, culture
period, type of site (cemetery, church, etc.), a brief description, extent, condition, record
of excavation, name of map sheet and aerial photo number on which the site appears, location of field
notes, catalogue numbers of site photos, name of the first recorder of the site and date of first
recording. In the final box a check mark was entered and if there were published references to the site,
they were entered on the back of the form. White copies of these forms were field according to site
number, yellow ochre copies according to district, pink copies according to culture, and pale-yellow
copies according to site type. The master site file included also object’s photos. Nearly all
archaeological material, other than small fragments, have been photographed in black and white
(afew in colour). However, objects were nearly always photographed in groups rather

than individually. For convenience, objects were grouped according to type rather than according
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to provenience. In total, around 1 800 individual photos were taken (Adams 2005a: 18).

4.1.4.2.4 Data publications — practice

Among the most important publications connected with the Nubian Campaign following
should be named: Nubia: Corridor to Africa (1977) by Adams, the representative of UNESCO
in Sudan; The Scandinavian Joint Expedition to Sudanese Nubia (1979) and Temples and Tombs
of Ancient Nubia (1987; an accessible and informative compendium of the international rescue
Campaign at Egypt and Sudan — Abu Simbel, Philae and other sites) by Sédve-Soderbergh, the head
of the Scandinavian Joint Expedition; as well as periodic reports on the progress of work
in the Campaign (1971) by Thabit and Sharif, the commissioners of Sudan Antiquities Service
in 1960s—1970s. Important articles were also published in periodicals, especially in Kush. Journal
of the Sudan Antiquities Service, which took the lead in publishing reports and results
of the Campaign’s fieldwork.

Moreover, the documentation centre in Lower Nubia produced an archive of thousands
of transcribed texts and architectural drawings. Archaeologists had also produced numerous
of professional papers and monographs that continue to serve as a major scientific contribution
from the Nubia Campaign. UNESCO published a bibliography listing 718 books and articles
(Christophe, 1977). Currently, a new bibliography is now being compiled by UNESCO (A. Paulini,
private contact; Hassan, 2007: 86). Important documents on the project can be also find in relevant
UNESCO publications and the Officials’ Report published by UNESCO (UNESCO/CUA 103, 106,
107, 109, 113, 118, 127 and UNESCO Nubia/1ft) (Hassan, 2007: 76).

It is worth to mention that publications of several expeditions (such as Sudan Antiquities
Service Expedition and Joint Scandinavian Expedition) tried to present first of all the primary facts
and documentation (descriptive approach) rather than lengthy interpretations or comparisons
with other evidence outside of the concession area, which would delay the final publication. It has
to be noted that the immense wealth of finds and facts made the publishing a difficult task, which
lasted longer than the team members envisaged when they started the Campaign. However, this
general policy did not, of course, prevent missions from drawing obvious conclusions from their
evidence nor was comparative research by any means excluded but rather desirable (Sdve-

Soderbergh, 1979: 15).
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4.1.5. Problems identified during the Nubian Campaign

The removal of temples along with transferring of mural paintings and rock inscriptions were
the most discussable issues in Sudanese Nubian Campaign. In the target area there were several
temples, tombs, rock inscription sites and churches threatened to be irretrievably lost unless they have
been removed. They were located in sites at Buhen, Semna East (Kumma), Semna West and Aksha;
then there was a group of ancient Egyptian fortresses, and the tomb of Djehuty-Hotep
from the 18th Dynasty at Debeira East with painted scenes in the first chamber. Besides, at sites
in Faras and Sheikh Abdel Gadir there were churches and others archaeological materials
which salvage was essential. Further problems were connected with storing and displaying rescued

material.

4.1.5.1. Removal and transfer of monuments during the Nubian Campaign — overview

Most of the considered monuments were built out of rock and sun-dried brick that could
hardly be dismantled. Hence, they were difficult to safeguard, but in view of their great importance,
especially for the history of military architecture, they deserved a thorough architectural survey,
excavation, conservation and transferring. This led to an extensive discussion between the Committee
of Sudanese Nubian Campaign and UNESCO, as both sides presented different concepts. One
of them was seeing the importance of transferring monuments to the safe place near to the original
location. Ideally, they would be preserved at their original location. However, the temples should be
transferred to locations above the floodwaters. Another part of the Committee strongly supported
removal of these temples, paintings and rock inscription, which loss they considered irreparable. They
also stressed out that it was of great importance from an archaeological point of view to remove
the temples in order to be able to conduct a proper investigation of the earlier history of the sites
in question (Vercoutter, 1960: 47).

Later, based on the report of the preliminary mission on the removal of the temples sent
to UNESCO under the supervision of architect-restorer Piero Gazzola (Italy), the Committee
suggested priorities and the Buhen Temple was considered to be of the highest priority to be worked
on for few reasons. Firstly, it has an outstanding value as a work of art. Secondly, it constituted
the main administrative centre of the region in the Pharaonic era in early history and it was of great
importance to research this area thoroughly. However, it has to be noted, that at the time the Egypt
Exploration Society was already working there and they were able to excavate the site of the temples
(UNESCO, 1960b: 4).

The Committee discussed various possible locations for the re-erection of more completely
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preserved temples and recommended that the following principles should be adopted if possible
(UNESCO, 1960b: 5):

e they should not be preserved in an indoor museum since architectural remains can hardly be
seen to advantage in an enclosed space, which would detract from their artistic qualities
and interest;

e they should remain in the Nubian region for which they were desired and constructed, where
they have their historical and cultural setting, and where they will have unchanged climatic
conditions®;

e for touristic reasons and for their safety they should be brought together in a limited area,
easily accessible by road or boat, and preserved in an “open air museum’.

It was stressed that these principles could only be applied provided that (UNESCO 1960b: 5):

e the temples could be properly guarded and supervised and that appropriate measures could be
taken to safeguard them against damage, e.g. from wind erosion;

e detached wall paintings and small fragmental temples, such as that of Aksha, could be treated
as loose finds and removed to museums.

The Committee also recommended that a thorough investigation should be made to find
possible methods of removing parts of the city walls of Buhen, which were of fundamental interest
for the international history of fortification (Fig. 18). The Committee also stressed out the importance
of written, pictorial and architectural (and sometimes photogrammetric) documentation of each
temple prior to its removal, and highlighted the need to make the topography the subject of thorough
archaeological investigation after its removal. Finally, the decision was made to move the temples,
cut the wall paintings and certain rock inscriptions, and then transfer them to the Sudan National
Museum, which was under construction at the time. Later, the architect Hinkel was seconded
by the German Academy of Sciences to the Sudan Antiquities Service to supervise the dismantling
and transport of the temples at Aksha, Buhen, Semna West and Kumma (Semna East), as well as
the rock-cut tomb from Debeira East and a large number of rock inscriptions to Khartoum in order
to save them from their imminent destruction in connection with the construction of the Aswan High

Dam (UNESCO, 1964: 68).

8 This solution would probably also be most advantageous from an economic point of view.
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Fig. 18. Fortification of Buhen®.

In the spring of 1962, Hinkel with the Department of Antiquities prepared the necessary
estimates, proposals, as well as technical and architectural problems for the removal of selected
monuments (Hinkel 1965: 96; Fig. 19, 20). It was decided to reconstruct all the antiquities in the new
Sudan National Museum in Khartoum. It was also decided to place the Buhen temple and the two
temples of Semna as an external exhibition in the proposed Museum’s garden. In years 1963-1967,
these temples were dismantled, moved and reconstructed in the Sudan National Museum in Khartoum
by Sudan Antiquities Service as follows (Interview No. 13; UNESCO, 1964: 52):

e the remains of the temple of Aksha with a financial contribution from France;
e the temples of Buhen with a financial contribution from the United Kingdom and the United

States of America’®;

e the temples of Semna East with a financial contribution from the Netherlands;

e the temples of Semna West with a financial contribution from Belgium.

8 The fort covered an area of 13 000 square meters, extending more than 150 meters in length, and was defended
by a 10-metre-high wall made of brick and stone with a surrounding moat. Cf. Nubian Image Archive — CC BY 2.0,
https://www.heritagedaily.com/2020/09/buhen-the-sunken-ancient-egyptian-fortress/135148 [Access on 10.08.2023].

0 The Sudanese Government transmitted to UNESCO a detailed financial and technical report on the work for the removal
of the temple of Buhen to Khartoum. Then, the Executive Committee authorized the Director-General to transfer
the amount of the United States contribution to the Sudanese Government, following the conclusion of an agreement
in the form of an exchange of letters between that Government and UNESCO (UNESCO, 1964: 5).
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In practice, the temple of Ramses II at Aksha, the temple of Hatshepsut at Buhen, the temple
of Khnum at Semna East — Kumma, and the temple of Dedwen and Sesostris I1I at Semna West were
re-erected in transparent structures that enclosed each temple, so as to give protection against
unfavourable weather conditions in the garden of the Sudan National Museum. In regards
to the concept, they were built according to the orientation of their original location and were
surrounded by an artificial strip of water that symbolized the Nile. However, walking in this part
of the garden, visitors have the view of at least one of the temples on the other side of the water. It
has to be noted that, besides the temples, five granite columns from the Coptic cathedral in Faras West
and the tomb of Djehuti-hotep found their new place in the Museum’s garden (Fig. 21)
(Interview No. 13).

Removed

AMS. N° Site Object for/date year to
NF-36-E/24-E-7.C100 FARAS/NABINDIFFI Stela (Setau) NK. 1963 Khartoum
NF-36-E/24-E-17.Ch.100 FARAS Cathedral Christ. 1962-64 Khartoum

(murals only)
NF-36-E/24-E-17.Ch100 FARAS Cathedral Christ. 1963 Khartoum

(3 columns)
NF-36-E/241-1.T100 AKSHA Temple Ramses I1, NK. 1962463 Khartoum
NF-36-E/245-1 DEBEIRA E. R. Tomb Djehuty Hotep, NK. 1962 Khartoum
NF-361/5-0-1.Ch100 ABD EL-GADIR Church Christ. 1962-63 Khartoum

(murals only)
NF-36-1/5-T-17164 ABU SIR R. Inscription NK. 1963 Khartoum
NF-361/6-F-1.T200 BUHEN Temple Horus, NK. 1963  Khartoum
NF-361/6-F-1.T300 BUHEN Temple Isis, NK. 1963 Khartoum

(3 blocks only)
NF-36-1/6K-4.1 Sh. SULIMAN R. Inscription OK. 1963 Khartoum
NF-361/16-E-1.T200 SEMNA W. Temple Dedwen, Sesostris I, NK. 1963-64 Khartoum
NF-36-1/16-E-1.1 SEMNA W. R.Inscriptions MK 1968 Khartoum
NF-36-1/16-E-2.T100 SEMNA E. Temple Khnum, NK. 1964 Khartoum
NF-36-1/16-E-21 SEMNA E. R. Inscriptions MXK. 1968 Khartoum
NF-361/21-D-5.Ch100 SONKI TINO Church Christ. 1964  Khartoum

(murals only)

‘WADI HALFA Objects of the museum 1963 Khartoum

Fig. 21. Final location of the monuments rescued in Nubian Campaign (Hinkel, 1992: 175).

4.1.5.2. Removal and transfer of monuments during the Nubian Campaign — practice

Before discussing the project and measures in the work of preserving the transfer of Nubian
antiquities, it was necessary to get acquainted with the risks that the sites were facing, the causes
of deterioration and the history and architecture of buildings. It seemed reasonable that only after such
thorough research had been completed, concepts of conservation measures could be extracted.
In many cases, however, the situation on the site necessitated conservation and conservation decisions
already while the excavations were in progress. In order to facilitate this review and to clarify
its contents, Hinkel (1992: 148) had to distinguish between the following three categories:

a) known and unknown, unexcavated, underground antiquities;

b) exposed or excavated immovable monuments of architecture, art or history,
and archaeological sites;

€) movable objects in museums and collections of archaeological origin, books, manuscripts,

etc.
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After taking the decision to transfer the antiquities, the Sudan Antiquities Service asked
the Sudanese government to transfer the temples to Khartoum using government’s facilities.
Since the temples were located hundreds of kilometres from the railway at Wadi Halfa and could not
be reached by mechanical equipment, Hinkel was forced to use traditional methods with local
materials: the ancient combination of wise men, stones, ropes, woods, cotton, leaf plant, timber
and singing, to carry out that task’®. It has to be emphasized that his choice was right, as he found
the method surprisingly effective (Hinkel, 1978: 77). What is more, this method of work saved money
by reducing quantity of materials.

The work started with preparation of a temporary storing place on the eastern bank between
the river and Wadi Halfa, close to a siding, which greatly facilitated the loading of 28 railway wagons
with the help of a crane loaned by Sudan Railways. Each stone was individually measured and related
to its surroundings, numbered and registered. The blocks were about 282 and 59 cases — with a total
weight of 600 tons — and all arrived intact in Khartoum, where they were stored in the new Sudan
National Museum and awaited to be rebuild (UNESCO, 1964: 69). Moreover, lorry drivers covered
a total of 90 000 km during the removal of the Semna temples without breakage.

The technical report on the dismantling and transportation of the endangered Buhan temple
of Sudanese Nubia in 1962-1963 is an example to review the approach that was used in dismantling,
moving and re-installing the temple in the garden yard of the Sudan National Museum in Khartoum.
Another noteworthy source are works created in the process of moving the temple of Semna.

Buhen was the largest of temples that were deported from the Campaign area. The work begun
with verification of temple’s situation and condition. It was located on the west bank of the Nile,
about 370 km south of the Aswan Dam and about 5 km southwest of Wadi Halfa. Approximate
coordinates were 31°17'15"E, 21°54"25"N. The distance from the temple gate to the Nile was
about 30 m. However, all parts of the temple were built of Nubian sandstone, except of the adobe
perimeter wall. The poor condition of the sandstone was particularly noticeable in the lower masonry
of the walls and pillars (UNESCO, 1964: 68f).

At the end of October 1962, the Sudan Antiquities team was able to begin preparations
for the actual work which was linked to the detailed proposals. More than 100 tons of required
materials and equipment were collected and then transferred from Khartoum to Wadi Halfa to work
with in Buhen temple exclusively. All preparatory work was completed by the end of November 1962
(UNESCO, 1964: 69).

A further issue was connected to the sandstone and painted blocks. Before they were removed,

"1 In 1973, the Democratic Republic of Sudan awarded the Medal of Merit, First Class, to Engineer Hinkel for his efforts
in saving Sudanese antiquities from drowning as a result of the flooding of the Dam Lake (Lawrenz, 2017: 436).
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it was necessary to consolidate them by chemical means (UNESCO, 1964: 69). This was done
by Dr. H. J. Plenderleith, Director of the International Centre for the Conservation of Cultural
Property in Rome. He was applying the chemical consolidation and preservation on the painted reliefs
at Buhen Temple for fourteen days (Fig. 22). As a result of this treatment, the sandstone was greatly
strengthened and the coloured paintings were securely fixed. Moreover, the colour of sandstones itself
and of the paintings was a little darker and stronger in tone. Fortunately, the quality of the stones
proved to be much better than it had been expected and the team were able to lift them vertically

(UNESCO, 1964: 69).

Fig. 22. The Buhen temple (Horus and Pharaoh)’2.

Later, at the beginning of January 1963, the actual work on Buhen temple started
with the construction of a ramp from the temple site to the river bank. This ramp was covered
with a plank causeway, which was necessary for the transportation of stones to the river (Hinkel,
1965: 97).

The actual dismantling was conducted in two stages. In the first stage the whole area
of the temple (about 600 m?) was filled up with sand to a height of one meter and from this level
the upper part of the walls was removed. In the second stage the sand was then taken out and the lower
part of the walls was dismantled. In this way there was no danger of damaging the lower courses
while working on the upper part of the walls. Then the work continued with lifting stones
with a movable frame hoist, with roller blocks and a steel device (called Lewis) to hold heavy blocks
of stone or concrete for lifting. Prior to that holes were prepared, so that Lewis can be pinned to its
centre of gravity. Each stone was lifted and carried by the crane for about two meters and then lowered
onto a hardwood sled covered with cotton wool. Then, more cotton was placed over it and such
prepared artifact was covered with another structure of hard wood, which was secured with nuts
and bolts. Over time, the team gained enough experience to improve working methods, gradually

increasing the workload from two stones a day in the early weeks to about eight stones a day

2 Hans Birger Nilsen, 17.03.2017, cf. https://www.flickr.com/people/110608682@N04 [Access on 11.08.2023].
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at the end, which precipitated the completion of the work in about two months in time before the level
of the Nile fell for transportation. A floating crane, belonging to Sudan Railways, was used to load
and unload boats. In all, it took twelve trips with the pontoon stationed at Wadi Halfa and three trips
by barge to ferry the stones across the river (UNESCO, 1964: 69).

Eventually, a settlement of Buhen’s size could not have survived without external support.
As it played a large role as a trading centre for commercial commodities, Buhen was also a centre
for smelting copper, and a large number of workers had to be provided to work to save this edifice.
These blocks, with total weight of 15 tons, were shipped to Wadi Halfa on 7" December and further
to Khartoum. The second task at Buhen was the removal of three pillar blocks from the ruined temple
of Isis built by Amenophis II, the total weight was 5 tons (Hinkel, 1965: 97).

On Jebel Sheikh Suleiman, another target site, there was the inscription of King Jer depicting
Egyptians overthrowing the Nubians. This was incised on a huge boulder near the top of the hill,
ca. 30 m above the surrounding plain. In order to remove the inscription, the team firstly had to build
a ramp of stone and soil, on which a wooden slide was laid. The work begun with chemical treatment,
after that the inscribed part of the boulder was cut away in one piece measuring 2.75x0.80x0.80 m
and weighing 3.5 tons. It was then placed on a sledge and lowered down the slide to a lorry
which moved it to Wadi Haifa station (Hinkel, 1965: 97).

Other monuments that required transferring by the team of Antiquities Service were
architectural pieces from the Faras area retained by Sudan in the division of objects found during
the course of the excavation of the Coptic cathedral there. This included five monolithic granite
columns, their capitals and bases and a number of sandstone capitals, lintels and a complete door
frame, 30 tons in all (Hinkel, 1965: 97).

Another challenge was the removal of the temple of Semna. Due to the fact that the river was
receding rapidly at that time, great difficulties were encountered in finding a suitable landing place
for unloading the stones at Wadi Halfa (Hinkel, 1965: 97).

After the decision was made to start work on the transfer of the Semna Temple, another
challenge arose. It was found to be impossible to drive heavy trucks to Semna on the western bank
of Wadi Halfa. In this case materials were transported to the eastern bank in Semna, north of Kumma
fort, so the transmission line had to be the overland route that follows along the east bank
and then crosses the river at the site (Hinkel, 1965: 98).

However, river transport at Semna was not well suited, therefore it was necessary to build
a pontoon ferry (Fig. 23, 24, 25). The heaviest single block in the West Semna temple weighed 4 tons,
therefore a safety margin of 50% was necessary, thus the pontoon had to be designed to carry 6 tons.
What is more, its construction had to be as economical as possible, because there was no further need

to use it later (Hinkel, 1965: 98).
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The transportation took fifty-three crossings of the loaded pontoon for the entire temple to be
moved to the east bank. From there the stones were transported by trucks from the river bank
at Kumma to Wadi Halfa station, where railway waggons were needed to bring the temple
to Khartoum. The distance to Wadi Halfa was 82 km and as the road was very bad, each truck took
at least five hours to make the journey to minimize the risk of damage to the stones. The labour force
consisted of ninety men; seventy people were continually busy hauling packed stones from the temple
to the landing place. In the end, within twenty-eight days, the temple was completely dismantled
and packed after removing nineteen large roofing stones, which had an average weight of 3.5 tons.
However, in all, 146 blocks weighing a total of 130 tons were handled, with a daily average
of over five stones. As for their poor condition, only six of the foundation blocks were taken — three
from the western wall of the sanctuary and three others from the eastern row of columns (Hinkel,
1965: 99).

Two years after the reconstruction of the Buhen temple, some parts of the surface of the relief
walls showed signs of disintegration and parts of the patina were found to have fallen to the ground
with the white powder of disintegrated sandstone. Then, in 1970, the director of Antiquities Service,
Nigm el-Din Mohamed Sharif, request to send an expert from ICCROM to inspect the temple.
Moreover, he asked Hinkel for further preservation. Later, in September 1973, Zaky Iskander was
sent to investigate the matter. Sharif mentioned in his report that (Hinkel, 1992: 176):

[...] the surface of the sandstone block was impregnated with two materials called Geiseltallack
and Contraquin. The stones of the temple were rebuilt in their places with cement mortar, the missing
parts were completed with baked bricks coated with a thick coat of cement plaster. After rebuilding,
the whole surface of the temple, including the restoration areas, was treated with a material called
Contraquin L. On examining the temple in September 1973, i.e. four years after rebuilding, it was
noticed that the material with which the surface had been treated in 196973 has formed an impermeable
crust which was pushed off” in many places by salt crystallization under it. The exposed surface after
the scaling off of the crust is white and very badly disintegrated. The disintegrated stone proved
to contain some chlorides, traces of sulphates and a fair amount of Ca “+,1°3 and for the de-salting
of the stone, the external coat of Geiseltallack, Contraquin and Contraquin L has to be removed.

However, the Geiseltallack had been diluted before application with a component of the Nitro-
Group as thinner and therefore was no longer soluble. In 1973 it became clear that the demand
by Zaky Iskander to remove the crust of Geiseltallack was unrealizable, because the repeated
treatment and the damages were irreversible (Hinkel, 1992: 177).

Zaky Iskander (1973: 20-21 cited by Hinkel, 1992: 176) mentioned that he did not rule
out the possibility that the contamination had partly originated from the ground, but most of salts

found their way to the stone from the cement mortar that was used in the reconstruction.

3 Treatment by “Geiseltallack™ began already after the excavation of the temple in 1962/1963.
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Fig. 23. Semna West: packed sandstone blocks, the sides not yet covered, waiting on the plank causeway leading

to the pontoon (Hinlel, 1965: 104).

Fig. 24. Semna East: off-loading one of the 4-ton roof blocks from the pontoon (Hinkel, 1965: 104).
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Fig. 25. Pontoon built for transport of Semna temple over the Nile River (Hinkel 1965: 99).
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4.1.5.3. Removal and transfer of the mural paintings during the Nubian Campaign — overview

Another example of problematic rescue work in Sudanese Nubian Campaign was mural

paintings transferring conducted in Cathedral of Faras and Church of Sheikh Abdel Gadir (Table 8.).

Site Period Description Material
Faras — Cathedral 7h-14" century | mural painting + objects | stone, wall mud brick
Sheikh Abdel Gadir — Church 9% century mural painting + objects | stone, wall mud brick

Table 8. Detailed information to salvaged mural painting.

The site of Faras was considered as a potentially rich field for archaeological remains. It was
built of stone and fired brick, unlike most other buildings of the period, including churches scattered
along the Nile, whose sun-dried brick (mud-brick) construction suffered from weather and disasters.

Another example are remarkable mural paintings of the Christian church at Sheikh Abdel
Gadir. It was also situated at such a low level, that it was threatened by the initial stage of flooding.
It was recommended that the same specialists, who were in charge of the removal of these paintings,
should also study similar problems in the 18" Dynasty tomb at Debeira East and in the grottos
at Faras, if that were practicable. Before embarking on work, the Yugoslav Institute conducted a series
of preliminary experiments that led to the development of techniques used successfully
under the difficult conditions of the Nubian Campaign (Perello and Campana, 1980: 45).
Because the roof of the church was almost completely destroyed by a storm in 1921, the murals were
washed away during the following rainy season (Hinkel, 1992: 169). Despite this, the removal
and preservation of these murals by the Yugoslav mission was a very significant technical
achievement. In many cases, the mural paintings were liable to fall off with a single touch.

Basically, most of the mural paintings in Sudanese Nubia were painted on dry plaster. It
contributed to the preservation of the majority of the paintings in a wonderful way and the bright
and delicate colours looked as fresh as the day they were applied. Topics of the paintings included
scenes from the Old and New Testaments, for example: the Nativity, the Crucifixion, and the Three
Youths in the Fiery Furnace. There are also paintings of the Virgin, Saint Michael and the Apostles,
and an a series of paintings of bishops who were successively crowned in mare.

The Polish archaeological mission highlighted an incomparable collection of Nubian-
Sudanese wall paintings and rescued them in record time from the waters rising behind the High Dam
in Aswan. The murals unearthed from Faras Cathedral constitute the largest group of murals ever
found in Nubia and are widely considered representative of medieval Nubian art (Interview No. 4;
Jakobielski and Martens-Czarnecka, 2017: 15). No one had suspected that Faras hid such
an important cache of artistic value (Fig. 26, 27). Altogether 169 paintings were uncovered, including
such spectacular works as a mural of the Nativity measuring 7 m x 4 m (Gerster, 1964a: 17).
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Fig. 26. The interior of Faras Cathedral, view of the northern aisle to the east, the Nativity at back, 1962
(Jakobielski and Martens-Czarnecka, 2017: 14).

Fig. 27. Bishop Petros protected by St. Peter the Apostle (left), and King Georgios II protected by the Virgin Mary
and Child (right) (Zurawski, 2020: 813).
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4.1.5.4. Removal of the mural paintings during the Nubian Campaign — practice

Removal of mural paintings from ancient walls demanded infinite skill and patience.
In an operation of this kind even a slight mistake may do irreparable damage to a masterpiece; risks
increase when mural paintings were like those at Faras — most of them painted on a dry plaster
background of 1 200 years old and thus extremely brittle. To meet the deadline connected
with erecting the dam, Kazimierz Michatowski was obliged to mobilize the services of every
available specialist he could find in Poland. The work began by recording the current state
of the murals and examining them carefully on both sides, then recording all the details of their
condition, such as the traces left by termites and digger wasps. The specialists also reviewed them,
examining irregularities and imperfections under the coating and any flakes that could cause damage
or discoloration (Gerster, 1964b: 20).

It the first phase of the removal process, the murals were cleaned and sprayed with a protective
coating. Later, tracing papers were used to note the slightest irregularities, flakes, etc. Afterwards,
a sheet of tissue paper was applied to the surface followed by layers of muslin impregnated with hot
beeswax — this process of ironing from the top in front of the plaster was applied in order to melt
the beeswax on which the motifs of the painting appear after its application. The size and condition
of the mural determined the number of layers of gauze applied. In the second phase,
when the construction dried, the plaster was cut away from the wall. This was applied from back
of the paintings and later was scraped down almost to the painted layer, and then the plaster was
chemically treated to get rid of harmful salts that could discolour and damage them. It sounds quite
simple, but in reality it was delicate and arduous work (Jakobielski and Martens-Czarnecka,
2017: 20).

When the murals were completely separated from the wall from left to right and from top
to bottom, all excess mud was carefully scraped from the back and the paintings was then attached
to a prepared wooden frame. Next, the murals were pulled into wooden frames for packing for their
final journey. It has to be emphasized, that when the murals were thoroughly dry and stiff, they were
gently pried away from the wall with various instruments. This was an operation demanding infinite
patience and skill, especially during separating one layer of paintings from another. It has to be noted,
as many as three layers of paintings were found on some walls. In terms of the documentation aspect
of the process of stripping the paintings, the Swiss photographer, Georg Gerster, photographed all
the stages which show step by step how the murals, that were discovered in a mare of sand, were
freed, removed from the walls and prepared for later transfer and recovery (Fig. 28, 29) (Gerster,
1964b: 19).

In May 1964, 57 cases with murals left Faras by boat to the Wadi Halfa, from which 25 cases
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were sent to Khartoum, with the murals that were eventually placed in the Sudan National Museum.
The other cases contained 52 murals presented to Poland by the Government of Sudan. They were
transported to Port Sudan and embarked on a Polish freighter. After transferring the paintings
to the Sudan National Museum in Khartoum, the restoration work continued with the participation
of cadres of Department of Conservation and Restoration in Sudan Antiquities Service,
under the supervision of Jozef Gazy, the Polish specialist who was responsible for transferring them
from the church in Faras. Similar processes took place in the Warsaw Museum workshops (Interview
No. 4). However, while removing painting layers, some of the murals revealed older paintings
underneath. In most cases there were two or three murals painted one on top of the other as a sign

of temporal change (Interview No. 8, 9).

Fig. 29. Restoration work in Faras. Transportation of packed plates over the Nile to Wadi Halfa, 1964
(Jakobielski and Martens-Czarnecka, 2017: 21).
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In 1968 Hinkel had to complete another task of cutting out and moving one hundred rock
inscriptions from Semna and Kumma that were on rock boulders surrounding the forts, facing the Nile
or the small overhanging valleys behind the forts, which were probably used as ancient land routes
(Hinkel 1992: 175; Fig. 30). They were dated from Egyptian Middle Kingdom, a period that witnessed
an important expansion of Egyptian power in Nubia, especially during the reigns of Senusret I
and Senusret III. These two pharaohs had a great influence on the development of the Second Cataract
region, as they reused ancient fortresses and built many new forts (Yvanez, 2010: 6).
These inscriptions showed the series of Nile records, demonstrating the continuous involvement
of the Middle Kingdom kings in Nubia and their interest in controlling the river. However, they were
witness to and evidence of long periods, shedding light on the Egyptian political control of Nubia,
the administration and exploitation of the region, the local religious cults, and more generally,
the history and culture of Egypt and Sudan (Yvanez, 2010: 7). Some of them were referring to the Nile
records noted at Semna and Kumma and played an important role in the Egyptian administration.
They were also a supplementary illustration of the Egyptians’s chief concern in controlling the river
chiefly for agricultural and other economic reasons (trande, transport, etc.) (Tallet, 2005: 71 cited

by Yvanez, 2010: 8).

Site no. District Type of site

24-1-15  Faras West Rock pictures

24-H-2  Serra West Rock inscriptions

5-0-4 Abdel Qadir  Rock pictures (+ inscriptions)
5-0-21 Abdel Qadir  Rock pictures (+ inscriptions)
5-0-20  Abdel Qadir  Rock pictures (+ inscriptions)

5-T-17 Abu Sir Rock pictures (+ inscriptions)
5-T-15 Abu Sir Rock pictures (+ inscriptions)
5-T-10 Abu Sir Rock pictures (+ inscriptions)
5-T-16  Abu Sir Rock pictures (+ inscriptions)
5-T-23 Mirgissa Rock pictures (+ inscriptions)
5-S-12 Mirgissa Rock pictures + cuttings

5-S-26  Shamnartil.  Rock pictures
5-8-27 Shamnarti . Rock pictures

Fig. 30. Rock pictures listed by SAS-UNESCO mission (Nordstrém, 2014: 146).

4.1.5.5. Storing & museums

It is clear that the main goal of Nubian Campaign was to salvage as many artifacts
and monuments as possible. However, after analysing plans and reports from the Nubian Campaign,
it appears that there was no clear plan other than using the stores of the Sudan National Museum

for storing all antiquities that were rescued from the Nubian region. By reviewing the Campaign plan
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it caught my attention that no proper calculations were made to estimate how much could be stored,
preserved and displayed. Considering that given number of objects should be divided among
the missions that contributed to its rescue, the government of Sudan counted that the new Sudan
National Museum would be a sufficient place for storage, conservation and display.

It has to be emphasized that Sudan Antiquities Service did not have at its disposal enough
stores for keeping the rescued artifacts safe. There were galleries and warehouses built inside
the building of the Antiquities Service, but they were not accommodated properly for archaeological
materials that were rescued and brought from the area that was flooded with the waters of the dam.
It resulted in their inappropriate preservation, that later contributed to the damage of many of them,
especially the wall paintings and rock inscriptions’.

Originally, there was a plan to rebuild the Wadi Halfa Museum, which was in the area flooded
by the waters of the dam, and then to store there some of the salvaged archaeological materials.
However, this project did not come into realization (instead, later the Nubian Antiquities Museum
was established in Aswan with the support of UNESCO). The Government of Sudan contented itself
with establishing the National Museum of Sudan, which coincided with the Campaign to save
the Nubian monuments. Its map was modified accordingly to suit the antiquities that would be
brought from the dam area (de Simone, 2009: 403; 410f).

What is more, there was no plan for further conservation and monitoring of the collection.
It is noticeable especially on the example of rock inscriptions and drawings. First of all, there were
preliminary deteriorations that happened before rescuing them (erosion caused by the wind
and the sand) which resulted in making some of them completely unreadable. Secondly, the incorrect
storing approach (they have been stored in the garden of the museum) exposed them to greater
climatic variations and occasional rain, which generated surface alterations and breaks. Finally, it is
important to note that between the observation of the German team, the removal of the blocks
from the site, the storage at the museum, and the current study, many inscriptions appear to be broken
in several blocks or incomplete. In some cases, the majority of the inscription has been lost, and only
a block fragment and the thorough examination of the published data gives us the chance to identify
the inscription. Moreover, many inscriptions recorded in situ were unfortunately missing. It has to be
emphasized that most of the rock inscriptions collection after rescue were left without further

consideration (Yvanez, 2010: 3).

4 This observation comes from my experience as conservator, whose responsibility is taking care of this collection.
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4.1.6. The Nubian Campaign — conclusions

In conclusion, the Nubian Campaign was the first international project of rescue archaecology
in the Nile Valley on such a big scale. It was also the first time where UNESCO intervened
and supported such project. The Nubian Campaign took place in years 1960-1970 and 22 teams
contributed with their archaeological expeditions to salvage the heritage of the Nile Valley. These
missions carried out enormous archaeological fieldwork in the target Nubian sites, such as ground
survey, site excavations, documentation and then data publication. Among the most important of these
sites in Sudanese Nubia can be named Buhen fortress, Semna, Kumma, Aksha temples and Faras
church. One of the most important methods applied by the Sudan Antiquities Service was aerial
photography. It was introduced widely for the first time in researching the sites of Sudanese Nubia
and Nile Valley.

Moreover, the Committee consisted of Sudan Antiquities Service and UNESCO
representatives drafted a plan for the rescue of endangered sites in Sudan and prepared a list
of recommendation established specifically for organizing the Campaign. Consequently, the aerial
photography, ground survey and excavations were carried out more or less as planned
and recommended.

It has to be stressed that the documentation for some sites was not prepared correctly — it was
inconsistent and chaotic, making it difficult to analyse and to prepare coherent conclusions.
As aresult, the publishing of result is still not completed. Adams listed various projects involved
in the High Dam Campaign, where publications were still pending (Adams, Allen and Verwers,
1961: 83-86). Much material is yet to be studied, synthesized and published. Despite the intensive
archaeological work during the Campaign to save the artifacts of the Sudanese Nubia
and the abundance of information obtained in the Campaign, publishing of results had been delayed
for many years, e.g. the latest book The West Bank Survey from Faras to Gemai edited by Hans-Ake
Nordstrom was published in 2014. Perhaps there is something that has not been published yet.
However, most of heads of missions and members of Committees published their results in Nubian
Campaign, which included the reports of the fieldwork of the missions to which they were affiliated,
in addition to the results of surveys and excavations, the rescue and restoration works that was
accomplished.

From the findings, it was concluded that some expeditions were mainly interested
in excavating cemeteries and that they had neglected other types of sites, because tombs as a rule
yield a richer harvest of remarkable finds. One of the exceptions was Scandinavian Joint Expedition
that had no such preconceptions as to what should or should not be excavated, but tried to cover

the whole ground in every respect. That was especially after the expedition found out that settlements
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needed more resources to work with. Hence, they were trying to do everything possible to increase
the number of settlement sites in the expedition’s records, as well as investigated in detail poor
and destroyed settlements sites in their target area that most expeditions were not interested
in as concession areas. The fact that so little settlements were investigated depended however on their
local conditions. In all probability ancient settlements were in the same areas as the modern villages,
i.e. on the lowest terraces above the cultivated areas near the river. Cemeteries were as a rule found
on higher levels towards the mountains. Expeditions were not supposed to excavate in the cultivated
or inhabited areas, but were permitted to do so if traces of settlements were found.

A negative aspect of Nubian Campaign was underestimating social issues and not protecting
enough the intangible heritage of local communities. The erection of the Aswan Dam caused not only
flooding of archaeological sites, but also inhabited areas — this aspect was largely marginalised
in The Nubian Campaign. Nubians living in the area to be submerged had to leave their homes
which led to lost of their cultural heritage (oral stories, traditions, etc.). Although there were studies
conducted in order to rescue intangible heritage of Nubians (the most important researchers
in this area were Hassan Dafaalla, Mohamed Fikri Abdul Wahab and Hussein Fahim), they were fast
forgotten’, causing irreversible damage to the Nubian heritage.

Finally, the Nubian Campaign in Sudan was significant not only because many archaeological
remains and objects were saved from destruction, but also much was learned about important chapters
of the local cultural development and human history in the region. Moreover, it changed the general
attitude towards international salvage programs. Member States of UNESCO adopted
on 19" November 1968 Recommendation Concerning the Preservation of Cultural Property
Endangered by Public or Private Works, whereby it was stipulated that the costs of preservation
should be included in the budget for construction costs. The Nubian Campaign also produced other
results in the form of a series of conventions based on new concepts. As an example can serve decision
undertook in 1972, when the General Conference of UNESCO adopted the Convention
for the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, in which each member state
recognizes its obligation to preserve its cultural heritage through the appropriate allocation of means
and where the international community declares its desire to do so. Help must be provided
when necessary (Sdve-Soderbergh, 1971-1972: 53).

It has to be noted that the demonstration of force by the military components that controlled
the governments in Egypt and Sudan had a clear impact on making the fateful decisions related

to the preservation of heritage. The idea of implementing huge dams to express achievement

5 Cf. Dafaalla (1975); more information about the research on Nubian intangible heritage conducted by Wahab and Fahim
can be found in Hopkins, N. S. / Mehanna, S. R. (Eds.) (2010) Nubian Encounters. The Story of The Nubian Ethnological
Survey 1961-1964. Cairo: The American University in Cairo Press.
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and strength was evident in their mass speeches. The people of Nile Valley paid a high price for those

decisions, namely the displacement and loss of a large part of the tangible and cultural heritage.

4.2. Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage Project

In this part I will present issues related to the Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage Project
(MDASP). Following the general structure of the subchapter on the Nubian Campaign’®, 1 will
describe the background and the preparation phase of the project. Moreover, I will discuss issues
of the politics and international cooperation as well as applied methods and outcomes of the MDASP.

Finally, I will summarize and evaluate the project, including identification of problems.

4.2.1. Historical background

The development of the hydropower potential of the Fourth Cataract had been investigated
since 1937. It was proposed by the authorities of Anglo-Egyptian Sudan during the first half
of the 20" century. It was supposed to equate the fluctuations of the large annual Nile flow, creating
the potential for cotton cultivation and providing flood protection for the Lower Nile Valley
(Al-Hakem, 1993: 1). The first plans to construct the dam of Merowe were made in the 1940s
by the Anglo-Egyptian Government. In 1942—-1952 the Egyptian Ministry of Public Works conducted
a study on the Fourth Cataract region in Sudan for the purpose of building a dam on Merowe Island.
Preliminary archaeological survey of the Fourth Cataract region was undertaken during the months
of January and February 1949 (Gray, 1949: 120).

During negotiations in 1950 and 1951, Sudan agreed to allow the Egyptian government
to begin the Merowe Dam construction project, but the decision to proceed with the construction
of the Aswan High Dam led to the project being suspended. The idea of Merowe Dam was revived
later by the President Jaafar Nimeiri who became a president of Sudan in 1969 (Welsby, 2008: 7).

Originally the Merowe Dam was meant to be a reservoir. The motivation for its construction
was preventing flood risk and storing water for years of drought. According to the scientific studies
conducted by the Egyptian Ministry of Public Works, the most appropriate location along the Nile
to build this reservoir was the location on the Merowe Island on the Fourth Cataract, where water
could be stored to the level of 298 m a.s.l., which protects floodwaters and provides strategic reserves
of water. These reasons led Egypt to modify the idea of constructing the Fourth Cataract dam

and replaced it with a solution that was considered safer, although less distinctive — namely they

76 Cf. subchapter 4.1. The Nubian Campaign.
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established the Aswan High Dam in southern Egypt. However, there was no intention to use this water
to produce energy at that time (Welsby, 2008: 7).

After becoming independent in 1956, Sudan became one of the least developed countries
in the world. This was mainly due to the civil wars that were devastating the country for decades.
In the late 1970s, the lack of electricity was an additional barrier for development. In 1979,
the feasibility studies for the dam were undertaken for Sudan Ministry of Irrigation
for the Hydroelectric Plant. Similar studies were conducted later in 1983 and 1986, but the Ministry
had not found any investor who would have been interested in financing the project. Since then,
various project layouts had been prepared. In the early 1990s, the final plan was selected
and evaluated in detail by Canadian company Monenco Agra. Between 1995 and 1999, the Russian
Hydro-Project Institute (HPI) was working on the preferred design and preparation of tender
documents for construction of the project (Grzymski, 2010: 68). In 1999, the Dam Implementation
Unit (DIU) was established and finally, in mid-2000, the Merowe Dam Project Implementation Unit
(MDPIU) of the Ministry of Irrigation and Water Resources in Sudan commissioned a German
company Lahmeyer International to conduct an evaluation of the project documentation considering
its appropriateness to attract international fundings (Castro, Torres and Planas, 2018: 9). As a result
of that evaluation, some key recommendations were made in a number of areas to improve
the project. Based on these recommendations, MDPIU undertook further work during 2001, including
geotechnical investigations, project design modification and environmental planning.
During the same period, MDPIU launched an international call for engineering services, covering
preparation of new tender documents for various works, such as contracts, construction design
and construction management, including supervision of construction work. In February 2002,
Lahmeyer International were selected to execute the project. In addition, other companies
(from Canada, Germany, Russia, and China) contributed to the feasibility studies of the Merowe Dam
Project. These studies had an impact in determining the success or lack success of the project. It has
to be pointed out that for the Chinese company it was the first such project outside of China (Failer,
Mutaz and El Tayeb, 2006: 68-73).

To improve the economic situation in Sudan, the government came up with the plan
of building the Merowe Dam. Building a large dam in the Fourth Cataract area should serve
as a safety valve for Sudan. Moreover, it should contribute to improve Sudan’s position among
Arabian countries and make Sudanese land more attractive for potential investors from all
over the world.

All the reasons stated above led the National Salvation Government, as it has claimed since
its assumption of power on 30 June 1989, to seek for an opportunity to establish the Merowe Dam

as a safety dam for the country and a large engine for economic, agricultural and industrial
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development in Sudan. In October of the same year, the Sudanese former president Omer Al-Bashir
promoted building the dam, announcing that “Merowe Dam Project is the end of poverty in Sudan™’’
(Al-Hakem, 1993: 2). However, in the mid-1990s, economic sanctions were imposed on Sudan
by parts of the international community, which caused a lot of difficulties in finding outside investors
and additional funding. The situation had fundamentally changed between the years 1999-2000,
when the country began exporting oil in commercial quantities. Later, in 2002-2003, contracts
for the construction of the Merowe Dam Project were prepared and signed due to the significant
improvement in the creditworthiness of Sudan, which brought an influx of foreign investments.

The most recent study was conducted by a Canadian company Monenco Agra in 1993. Later,
another study was prepared by the Hydro-Project Institute in September 1999. Finally,
the construction began in 2003 with funding from China and the Arab world (loan), with technical
expertise and workforce mainly provided by Chinese companies. The Merowe Dam Project, which is
currently the largest completed hydroelectric power project in Sudan, has been described by Sudanese
observers not only as a major feat in engineering and an economic boom, but also as “a national
symbol” and “a dream come true” (Shaglawi, 2004: 6). Former government ministers reportedly
described the dam as “a big miracle in spite of the blockade being imposed on Sudan”
and as “a victory for the Sudanese will” (Shaqlawi, 2004: 6). In the same vein, a government
minister, referring to the Merowe Dam, was reported to have stated that “Sudanese people remained
capable of realizing major accomplishments and development and effecting industrial and agricultural
progress despite the sanctions being imposed on them” (Shaglawi, 2004: 6).

The dam is located approximately 350 km north of Khartoum (direct line), which is westbound
in the direction of Ed Debba—Dongla, and then heading east through the town of Merowe (Hildyard,
2008: 21). The dam lies across Merowe Island, from west to east, and across Hamdab Island
from the north. It is stationed in the southwestern part of the Nubian region, in a desert characterized
by a flat area, which mainly consists of granite and lava. It was built across the river at a point 500 m
downstream from the upstream end of Merowe Island. It is a concrete rock-filled dam which crests
at an elevation of 300 m to meet a maximum Flood Supply Level (298 m) and Low Supply Level
(290 m). The dam extends to 8.6 km long. Thus, the reservoir formed a lake that is 176 km long
upstream at Ras el Gezira of Mograt Island. The total surface area amounts to 724 km? (Failer, Mutaz
and El Tayeb, 2006: 68-73).

The basic purposes of the Merowe Dam construction were:

1) to produce electric power to meet the growing demand for economic and social development

(the dam generates around 1,250MW of electricity);

7 Cf. https://www.kuna.net.kw/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=1511128&language=ar [Access on 15.04.2020].
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2) to provide a relatively cheap energy source to improve irrigated agriculture throughout
the country;

3) to use the electric power to exploit underground water to expand agriculture (approximately
300,000 ha of agricultural projects were irrigated in the northern state);

4) to establish industrial projects, food industries and mining projects that rely on electricity
as the main source of energy;

5) to enter fish industries in the projected lake (construction of industrial projects, mining projects
and a fishery industry based on the 176 km water storage lagoon);

6) to protect the lower-lying areas from destructive floods (protection of northern state lands
from the risk of flooding of the Nile);

7) to improve river navigation in the region;

8) to improve the standard of living of the population in the project area by creating new
investments and jobs;

9) to reduce the burden on existing reservoirs, especially with regard to the conflict between
the use of water in irrigation and energy production;

10) to create a sediment trap, reducing sedimentation at the Aswan High Dam further downstream

in Egypt.

Due to the topographical conditions at the dam area, the project features a dam with a total
length of ca. 9 km, which would accommodate ten power generating units. The irrigation outlet
structures are provided on the right and left banks to release water for future irrigation development
(Al-Hakem, 1993: 2).

It has to be emphasized that in the past the large centralized projects met massive social
and environmental problems which contributed to Sudan’s internal conflicts. The Merowe Dam
Project was considered to be a test case of what the government and developers had learned from past

experiences and how they used this knowledge.

4.2.2. Organization and methods of rescue archaeology

In this part I will focus on preparation and progress stages of Merowe Dam Project. Firstly,
I will discuss the legal basis and project financing. Then, detailed information about project goals
and concession areas will be presented. Furthermore, the methods of fieldwork and excavations will
be described. The role of inspectors will be included as well. Finally, the issue of reports will be

tackled.
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4.2.2.1. Legal basis for the rescue plan

The economic and urban development in an area with archaeological relics often requires
an archaeological fieldwork investigation or excavation. Therefore, when a site or its part has to be
removed due to development projects such as constructing dams, then preservation by rescue
archaeology must be undertaken. The Sudanese government regulates this procedure in Chapter 1,

Article 10 of the Ordinance for the Protection of Antiquities of 1999 (Appendix 3):

Developmental projects may be initiated after the completion of archaeological studies and surveys
provided the benefiting parties bear the expenses incurred by the studies, surveys and salvage

operations.

According to this article, the role of the rescue programs is to carry out an archaeological
survey, excavation, conservation, recording or relocation of objects that are in the area
where a developmental project is going to be conducted, especially if in this area any remains were,
or presumably might be, discovered. It has to be mentioned that usually archaeologists have limited
time to carry out their research and have to work as quickly as possible. In January 1988, the Sudan
Antiquities Service had officially announced during the International Conference for Sudanese
Studies held at the Institute of African and Asian Studies of University of Khartoum,
that an archaeological and ethnographic survey of the area between the Fourth and Fifth Cataracts
will be conducted, because it was threatened by drowning as a result of the construction
of the Merowe Dam. SAS explained that all efforts in the field of archaeological research must be
mobilized for this rescue work. In 1993, the first call for the salvage project of Fourth Cataract region
was made by the Director General of NCAM to work in the region threatened by the construction
of what was then known as the Hamdab or Merowe Dam (Al-Hakem, 1993: 12).

Based on this concept, later NCAM with the Merowe Dam Implementation Units (DIU)
managed a rescue campaign known as the Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage Project (MDASP).
The plan started with a pre-feasibility studies which included the study of available archive materials
about the region, the preliminary explorations and the systemic surface survey of the area. This study
provided NCAM with preliminary information, which helped later to develop a plan
for the distribution of concession areas for national and international archaeological expeditions
working in the Fourth Cataract region.

The archaeological entities undertaking the archaeological research in Sudan cannot freely
choose the excavation of site, alike the extension of investigation or the methods involved
in the excavation cannot be undertaken without NCAM’s permission. It requires a special license.

In order to obtain this license, several conditions must be met. They were described in detail
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in Chapter III Article 22 of 1999 Ordinance for the Protection of Antiquities (Appendix 3)78.

4.2.2.2. Project goals’™

The first plan for MDASP was proposed in the early 1990s and its objectives were as follow:

1) conducting an archaeological and ethnographic surveys in the area located between the Fourth
and Fifth Cataract that was threatened with flooding in the case of construction of the Merowe
Dam;

2) saving archaeological sites located in the Fourth Cataract region;

3) registration and documentation of archaeological sites in the region;

4) conducting general archaeological excavations and rescue excavations;

5) protecting and fencing the archaeological sites that aren’t threatened by flooding;

6) registration of folklore of the region by specialists which leads to the preservation of elements
of the Sudanese heritage;

7) gaining global interest and involvement in rescue work of such kind.

Sectoral Objectives of the Project were following:
1) activating tourism movement by establishing a regional museum(s) where the discovered
archaeological artifacts could be placed and presented;
2) supplying other museums in Sudan in archaeological relics;
3) increasing local awareness of the importance of heritage;

4) studying the types discovered of rocks and minerals and tools as well as their proportions.

8 Most of the development project decisions were based on the current NCAM’s Antiquities Ordinance of 1999. Those
aspects may lead to the conclusion that in order to rescue a site or preserve monument, excavation in Sudan must not be
taken without NCAM’s permission. Decision of this type might affect the plans of a developer, which may have to make
changes to an ongoing rescue project.

® These objectives based on the recommendations and mitigating actions proposed by a Canadian archaeologist
K. Grzymski who companied the Canadian engaging company (Monaco) while conducting preliminary studies
(Grzymski, 2010: 68). This company was awarded later with the contract of building the dam of the Fourth Cataract.
However, throughout the duration of the project most of the objectives of NCAM remained the same, namely: to identify
types of archaeological sites in the region, to assess the impacts of the dam construction and related activities, to formulate
a plan for minimizing the damage to and/or loss of archaeological heritage, to develop an action plan for further studies
and activities. However, the recommended mitigating actions focused on: completion of the survey with the reservoir
area; archaeological sites, the resettlement area and the proposed power transmission route (Ahmed, 2003: 11-14).
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Moreover, the project included the targeted beneficiaries, divided into two categories
as described below:
1. First Category:
a) National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums;
b) tourism sector;
¢) all bodies of the cultural sector;
d) geological institutions.
2. Second Category:
a) a class of national — international researchers and scholars in the field of archaeology
and human culture;
b) all population groups in the region;

c) geologists.

4.2.2.3. The project financing and execution

The financing of the project started with creating the development budget in the local
currency, considering that the foreign archaeological expeditions would obtain their own financing.
Gradually, many foreign expeditions agreed to participate with their own funding. Moreover,
the project was finally included in NCAM’s development budget for 1994—-1995.

The NCAM with the Merowe DIU carried out the project under the supervision of Antiquities
Service Department and with the participation of other NCAM departments, as well as foreign

and national expeditions and Sudanese universities.

4.2.2.4 Archaeological concession areas for the Fourth Cataract Region

After aforementioned stages, NCAM was able to create an internal coordination with the DIU
which enabled the established commission to gather information needed in order to develop
the detailed plan. There were also semi-periodic meetings organized with the administration
of the DIU and with the unit consultant of the German company (Lahmeyer International),
which provided NCAM with information concerning the size and dimensions of the dam.
In summary, the company provided all the information needed by NCAM for preparing the final plan,
such as (Interview No. 3):

a) identification of the resettlement area through aerial photographs;
b) description of the path of the transmission line of the electric current from the dam (high

pressure);

143



C) granting a coordination budget and work with foreign and national archacological missions.

In his interview, Salah M. Ahmed, who was the field director of the project, emphasized
that at this point finally “there was a sufficient support and coordination to develop the plan”
(Interview No. 3).

Further, in behalf of the Government of the Sudan, NCAM launched an appeal to rescue
the archaeological materials of the Fourth Cataract region, inviting foreign expeditions to participate
in this project by providing some incentives for them. The first abroad call to participate
in the archaeological salvage project in the Fourth Cataract area took place in Cambridge in 1995.
It was presented during the International Congress of Egyptologists, but did not meet with a great
response, mainly due to the lack of sufficient information provided by NCAM to the archaeological
community. There were only few institutions (e.g. Archaeological Museum in Gdansk and SARS)
who agreed to participate in the project at that time (Interview No. 3).

Ultimately, the available possibilities of NCAM were determined and identified to set
up the frame of the rescue work. The first rescue works carried out were the archaeological survey
and rapid reconnaissance that aimed to determine the importance, potential, and general content
of the area. It let the NCAM commission to notice the possibility and necessity of cooperation
with foreign archaeological expeditions. This survey was conducted urgently on both sides of the Nile
River in the construction area of the dam and on the island, that the construction of the dam passes
through (Merowe Island). The second rescue work was conducted in the initial resettlement area
(El-Multga, now called the new Hamadab area). Therefore, it was necessary for NCAM to conduct
a further systematic archaeological survey again on both banks of the Nile in order to identify more
archaeological sites in the area for distribution of the concession areas. This work was done by NCAM
cadres, the British Museum and the Polish Archaeological Museum in Gdansk. The main goal of these
archaeological studies was to identify the importance of archaeological materials and sites
in the region (visible on the surface) as well as to prepare a preliminary map showing distribution
of archaeological sites in the area (Ahmed, 2003: 11; Paner, 2003: 15).

Later, the second call was issued in London in 2002, which in comparison to the first call
from 1995 was more comprehensive and contained detailed information that was not available earlier,
namely (Interview No. 3):

a) the height of the dam body and the percentage of water height;
b) the area to be flooded by the dam water (land and islands in the area);
Cc) the resettlement areas which were established for the displaced population;

d) the five-line transmission lines, which course and nature were determined.
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Therefore, this time the project met a great response from the foreign archaeological missions

and some of them agreed to participate in it. The text of the appeal was following®:

The Republic of the Sudan
Ministry of Tourism & National Heritage National Corporation for Antiquities & Museums
(NCAM)
Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage Project (MDASP)
Appeal for rescuing a piece of Man's cultural heritage

In the name of the Government of the Sudan, I would like to invite all experts and International
Institutions specialised in the fields of archaeology, history, ethnography, preservation and related
sciences to contribute to the rescuing of sites endangered by the construction of a dam
near the IV Cataract of the Nile (Merowe Dam,).
The participating Institutions will benefit from the following:

= Exemption of fees for the duration of work in the region.

= Exemption of fees for the regular study concessions of the mission for two successive seasons
after the end of the rescue campaign.

= NCAM will try its best to solve any logistic problems.

= According to chapter III, article 28(b) of the Antiquities Protection Ordinance (1999), institutions
participating in the salvage project will have the right to own a representative portion of their
discoveries (objects).
Please find herewith the essential information about this campaign, prepared by Dr. Salah
M. Ahmed, the Project Field Director. We are confident that there will be a positive response
from the International Scientific Community, which has always been a great help for all our
Salvage projects since the UNESCO Nubian Campaign of the sixties of the last century.

Hassan H. Idriss, NCAM General Director and Project General Director®

It has to be mentioned that NCAM, in order to encourage organizations to actively participate
in the Fourth Cataract salvage project, raised the proportion of reward for international archaeological
expeditions to 50% of a total amount of the rescued archaeological materials. Basically, the same
means were applied in the Nubian Campaign 1960-1964. Nevertheless, the Fourth Cataract region
was an enough interesting research area for the national and international archaeological community
to get involved in this project, even though the dam’s developer (DIU) refused to cover the costs
of any foreign work incurred (Interview No. 3).

Eventually, several foreign institutions decided to join the archaeological salvage project
in the Fourth Cataract region. Among them were: Gdansk Archaeological Museum Expedition
(GAME), the Sudan Archaeological Research Society (SARS), ACACIA Project University
of Cologne, Polish Academy of Sciences, Humboldt University of Berlin, the Italian Institute

for Africa and the Orient (ISIAO), the University College London, the Hungarian Meroe Foundation,

80 ¢f. http://www.ceemo.org.ar/Appeal.html [Access on 20.10.2018].

8nternational participation was based on an invitation of NCAM which coordinated the rescue campaign.
The construction of dams and archaeological rescue was supervised by the Sudanese state administrations.
These departments have worked for the benefit of the nation. State administrations and NCAM both have a lacked keen
interest in the needs of local communities which has had the opposite effect.
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University of California at Santa Barbara (UCSB)-Arizona State University (ASU) consortium
and the Oriental Institute Museum of the University of Chicago (Nédser and Kleinitz, 2021: 273).
After meeting such a great response, NCAM divided the whole area designated to be flooded
into concession areas for different archaeological expeditions (Fig. 31). NCAM continued
to distribute concession areas gradually throughout the duration of the project, providing

the fieldwork for every subsequent mission joining MDASP.

MEROWE DAM ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SALVAGE PROJECT

Concessions, July 2006
limits of reservoir approximate

25km

Fig. 31. Concessions areas in Fourth Cataract Region (Source: NCAM Archives).

The distribution of concession areas was based on direct discussions with foreign
archaeological missions, which focused on the identification, interest, funding and scientific
possibilities available to the missions, as well as the time and fieldwork that the missions wished
to conduct. For example, SARS, which had considerable funds and scientific potential, preferred
to work in a small area not exceeding 40 km. Moreover, they wanted to work on specific periods,
such as the Meroitic period and the post-Meroitic period, according to the archaeological chronology
of Sudan. The Archaeological Museum in Poznan (Poland) was also interested in a field of prehistory
and the Polish mission from Warsaw was interested in medieval Christian fortresses. The mission
of the Archaeological Museum in Gdansk was interested in the fieldwork of archaeological survey

in large area. There were also some missions interested in the archaeology of islands (which were
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large islands in the region), due to their locations being different and distinct from other settlements
located on both banks of the Nile, as well as their sites being of different characteristics from their
counterparts (Interview No. 7).
In general, the aforementioned contributions aimed at the following issues:
e the interest of archaeological missions, scientific skills, budget, capabilities of cadres
and self-funding;
e the interest of archaeological missions with their wishes to work in a specific era
of the archaeological chronology of Sudan, which is going with the considerable need

of NCAM in saving the selected area (Interview No. 7).

It is noticeable that there was good coordination between NCAM and foreign archaeological
expeditions. There was no lack of interest or forced work in an undesirable location (Interview
No. 5, 6). The reason for this was that most of the archaeological sites of the Fourth Cataract region
were immovable monuments (rock drawings, Christian fortresses and churches). However, most
of the remains were relicts of dwellings and tombs or cemeteries. Thus, there was no real considerable

competition for the concession areas in the region.

4.2.2.5. Field survey and excavations

Ground reconnaissance or surface surveys are the most common archaeological prospection
methods. However, it is a primary survey which does not require any special or very expensive
equipment. Through a surface survey, archaeologists walk always across the survey area, looking
for any archaeological materials, artifacts or surface features. These are then either collected
or recorded for a future analysis to identify a site location and type. This survey study depends
on the basic background that represents a point of departure for a deeper investigation.
The 1dentification of sites and their dynamics results from the contextual analysis of the remains
of archaeological materials such as: cemetery, tombs or graves, fortress, rock art and the settlements
(Interview No. 10, 11).

In 1989-1990, the Sudan Antiquities Service led by Osama Abdel Rahman Al-Nour
conducted inspection and exploration journey — archaeological preliminary surveying -
which accompanied feasibility studies of the Hamadab (Merowe Dam) (Al-Hakem, 1993: 11). Later,
in April 1991, the Board of Antiquities Service set up “Hamadab Dam Project Research Council”

to coordinate fieldwork research of the various disciplines, namely: archaeology, ethnography,
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history, archives, folklore, traditional technologies, etc. The action plan was developed into three
stages:
a) the low-intensity exploration and reconnaissance phase, scheduled to be completed by the end
of 1993;
b) evaluation phase and high-intensity field 1994-1995;

c) work according to a list of priorities that would continue beyond the flood year of 2000.

These stages as conceived were not strictly exclusive, but complementary to each other. There
was also much freedom in deciding what work would be done. This was clearly a coordination plan.

In view of the need for information for preliminary feasibility studies, it was hoped
that the first phase would be completed in September 1993, and then the second phase would begin.
From an archaeological standpoint, sufficient scientific information had been collected that would
had allowed to recognize the basic structural cultural spectrum expected in the area between the dam
site on Merowe Island and upstream to Mograt Island, including both, right and left bank
and the islands (Al-Hakem, 1993: 11).

In 1995 NCAM and the University of Dongola, Faculty of Arts and Human Studies, Dept
of Archaeology, Karima, established a joint research project in the Fourth Cataract Region
in the location called Jebel Kulgeili.

The main objectives of this research were:

a) to train students of archacology and related sciences in the fieldwork techniques;

b) to rescue some sites that would be submerged by the waters of artificial lake created
by Merowe Dam, while trying to assess the impact of the dam on the remaining archaeological
sites;

C) to establish a systematic documentation core for the area and provide archaeological

information for comparative studies (Mohammad and Hussein, 1999: 60).

The project also aimed to shed light on an archaeological area that had received little
archaeological attention. The concession area was located on the left bank of the river Nile,
about 43 km (or 26.72 mi) from the city of Merowe (Fig. 32). It covered an area of about 8 km
from Mount Kulgeili (the highest topographical feature in the region) to latitude N 18°45’.
The concession area was identified and recorded with the aid of:

e Sudan Antiquities Service Survey Cards Map sheets, scale 1:250,000;
e aerial photographs at scale 1:66,000;
e Global Position System GPS.
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During the archaeological surveys and excavations launched in 1995 and continued in 1998,
the following results were achieved:
a) the archaeological preliminary surveying;
b) the archaeological sites recorded by the systematic survey consisted of prehistoric sites, post-
Meroitic tumuli, Christian cemeteries, rock art, and small forts (Mohammad and Hussein,

1999: 60).
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Fig. 32. Location map (Mohammad and Hussein, 1999: 60).

The practical work of the MDASP in Sudan started through the cooperation between NCAM
and the expeditions of archaeological institutions. In this regard, NCAM with the participating
expeditions applied archaeological survey and field-walking survey using different methods
and approaches to rescue archaeological materials on the concession areas. The most applied
approaches in the Fourth Cataract project for NCAM were based on non-invasive methods, such
as: aerial photographs, satellite imagery and topographic maps in field-walking survey®.
For example, on Ishashi Island all sites were recorded with the help of satellite imagery as background
map, descriptions and co-ordinates positioned by GPS, as well as by reference to satellite imagery
of Ishashi Island. The idea was to connect modern and traditional approaches in order to ensure
that the information and features located at aerial photographs and topographic maps were in line
with the reality of the nature of the area.

Accordingly, a large preliminary map was drawn up, showing the distribution of the known
archaeological sites that were enumerated and classified. The concession area was then divided

into 14 sectors. A detailed survey of the income of each of these sectors was carried out by conducting

82 All larger concentrations of rock art on Ishashi were identified by GPS coordinates taken from all rock art sites, followed
by mapping on high-resolution aerial photographs. Digital and slide photography of motifs, decorations, panels
and locations, as well as landscape setting, formed the primary method of graphic recording (Kleinitz, 2004: 12).
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studies and experimental or trail excavations to determine the importance of the site, with respect
to rescuing the possibly biggest amount of the archaeological materials. The method applied was
a systematic survey (questionnaire), following a sampling strategy designed to access representative
archaeological data (the area was divided into units and data was gathered from all the representative
units)®®. The approach was based on reading the surface, identifying its components,
and then choosing the site to be preserved and excavated (the selection was random, considering
the proximity of the site to the mission’s residence from a logistical standpoint) (Interview No. 11).
For NCAM expedition the selective approach, that relies on multiplicity and similarity, was one
of the approaches used in the rescue fieldwork in the MDASP. It relied on the categories that make
up the site itself, it means if the site consists of tombs dating back to the Meroitic period, a part
of them can be selected for excavation (the part that represents the whole). The maximum possibility
of saving the site is working for a day and a half as integrated teamwork to dig one grave
(Interview No. 11).

The fieldwork included an extensive rescue program that combined surveying and trial
excavation. The rescue plan was prepared according to the desk study through aerial photographs
and preliminary exploratory surveys of the Fourth Cataract area and the size of the area, a full
assessment of the nature of the area and how to deal with it. Phase 2 of the plan included exploratory
survey of each area to determine the size of the existing materials, then to divide them into sectors
in order to determine the material potentially required to be saved.

When it comes to the foreign expeditions, in early 1996 the Gdansk Archaeological Museum
Expedition (GAME) was the first international institution to respond positively to NCAM’s appeal
for the rescue project in the Fourth Nile Cataract (Interview No. 5; Paner, 2010: 7). Later, research
was undertaken by the Sudan Archaeological Research Society in 1999. Then, University
of California Santa Barbara, Polish Center of Mediterranean Archaeology, Poznan Archaeological
Museum, Humboldt University in Berlin, Cologne University, the Hungarian Academy of Sciences,
the Oriental Institute Nubian Expedition, etc. joined the project as well. Their research brought
the discovery of hundreds of archaeological sites, especially the Neolithic sites, although it was not
possible to conduct test excavation in all of them (Chlodnicki, 2006: 86). Moreover, the publishing
of papers connected with the project proceeded slowly and many of publications came out with delay
(Interview No. 6). It has to be mentioned that surveys and excavations were not only initiated
at the dam construction site and reservoir area, but also along the energy transmission lines
and expected resettlement schemes (Néser and Kleinitz, 2021: 273). The archaeology in all these

areas was virtually unknown when the project began (Interview No. 3, 5, 6).

8 This is generally done by dividing the survey area into long transects (lines that cut across the landscape) 5 to 20 m
apart, which are then walked by archaeologists.
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The concession of the Gdansk Archaeological Museum Expedition covered a wide area
of about 250 km (or 155.34 mi) in length, stretching along the right bank of the Nile from Karima
to Abu Hamed (Fig. 33, 34). In 1996, the expedition embarked on a systematic fieldwork project,
including surveying and experimental trenching in the Fourth Cataract area (EI-Tayeb, 1998: 35).
It has to be noted that after the expedition got to the concession area, there was no specific direction
from NCAM other than registering and inventorying the discovered sites (Interview No. 7). However,
the work was largely limited to determining the type of site, the period, and then collecting
archaeological materials as samples for study. The plan included following steps:

1) determining the sites that were discovered,;
2) collecting samples of archaeological materials and then studying and classifying them

(for example: using chemical analysis to determine the chemical composition of pottery

sherds and to know the type of clay from which they were made).

To complete the work, maps from the Engineering Survey Department of the region were
used, satellite imagery (which were more accurate than others) as well as records of the site’s
coordinates. The devices used were GPS and walkie-talkie. The latter was especially used
to communicate in a varying area of 2 km or more from the Nile shore, extending to the desert,
with separate groups that were located at the Nile shore, the Rocky Mountains and the desert.
Communication was done via a radio device to exchange the information obtained about the site
that was discovered and to give the site a serial number (to avoid duplication and misprinting
of numbers). This enabled the expedition to conduct a survey for 10 km per day (Interview No. 7). It
has to be noted that most of the excavations were carried out in burials, however, if there was a single
grave, it was not given much attention. The work continued for seven consecutive seasons
of fieldwork until 2008 and in some areas to 2010 (Interview No. 7).

In the case of multicultural sites in GAME concession area, all types of sites together
with their chronologies were included separately. For example, if there was one number repeated two
or three times and it was in the same location, this indicated that there was a Meroitic cemetery,
a Christian cemetery, and a Muslim cemetery, which meant that three numbers match in this location.
In a few cases no geographical position was given, because some sites were discovered by people
who did not have GPS or by local people, so they were marked on maps only in some approximation

(Interview No. 5).
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Fig. 34. The recorded list of sites discovered by the mission of Gdansk in Fourth Cataract region, in the Wadi Umm
Rahau (Drawing: J. Szmit) (Paner and Pudto, 2010: 138).
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In the case of the expansion of the archaeological site, the mission used the beehive method.
For example, if there were about 30 graves in the single burial site, firstly the team must have
determined the range of the burial area, especially if the ground was flat (high areas were usually
chosen for the graveyards in the Kerma period, because the climate was different then). Secondly,
points from middle part of the burial site were selected (according to the available time up to 5 points)
in order determining the type of graves, their dating and possible differences in graves (different
periods of origin, etc.). In the next step, few points were chosen on the border of the site and teams
were moving slowly in direction to the centre of the site, excavating graves on the way. The extent
of excavations depended on the amount of time and money that were available, especially
since the funds were not sufficient. In addition, there were some areas that did not have enough
workers, which forced the mission to bring in workers from neighbourhood areas, which exacerbated
the financial cost (Interview No. 5).

The Polish Centre of Mediterranean Archaeology of Warsaw University (PCMA) can serve
as another example. PCMA got the concession 50 km long, located at the up-river end of the 170-km-
long strip, on the left bank of the Nile between Khor Umm Ghizlan in the south and Shemkhiya
in the north (Shemkhiya, Gamamiya, Keheli, Hagar el-Beida and Es-Sadda). In addition, new sites
were added to PCMA’s concession during the fieldwork of 2005. They included surveys
and excavations in Dar Al-Arab (Swueqi el-Gharb) and excavations on Saffi Island, which brought
the sites gazetteer to a total of 109 sites (Polish Centre of Mediterranean Archaeology, 2004: 323).

The fieldwork was conducted for five seasons 2003—2007. The first step in the PCMA’s
involvement in the rescue project was a survey and follow-up salvage operation on the islands of Saffi
and Uli within the NCAM concession. The second season was organized by the PCMA in association
with the Research Centre for Mediterranean Archaeology of the Polish Academy of Sciences
and the Poznan Archaeological Museum. The concession was accordingly granted, and a brief survey
was conducted in December 2003 with the former director of the Poznan Archaeological Museum —
Lech Krzyzaniak (Fig. 36, 37). This was followed in 2004 by the survey conducted by Marek
Chtodnicki (2006: 86). However, Poznan Archaeological Museum was more interested in prehistoric
cemeteries, settlements, rock art, stone rings, inhabited site, churches. Short research was also
conducted in the Keheli area. This work focused on documentation of rock art sites at Gebel Gurgurib,
Al-Jamamiyah and Keheli. During the survey numerous petroglyphs were discovered on the huge hill
(about 30 individual places with rock art images) (Chtodnicki, Longa and Osypinski, 2010: 377).
The petroglyphs were executed on vertical rock surfaces and formed a rock art gallery. Their themes

consist mostly of images of cattle, in a few cases associated with human figures (Fig. 35)%.

8 Cf. http://www.old2.muzarp.poznan.pl/en/projects/africa/sudan/4th-nile-cataract/ [Access on 22.01.2024].
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Fig. 36. Archaeological sites located in Poznan Archaeological Museum Concession in MDASP.
GPS coordinates of Al-Jamamiyah, Keheli, Umm Saffaya — rock art, Shemkhiya®.

Fig. 37. Archaeological sites located in Poznan Ar
GPS coordinates of Al-Jamamiyah, Keheli, Umm Saffaya — rock art, Shemkhiya®®.

8 Cf. https://www.google.pl/intl/pl/earth/ [Access on 23.07.2019].
8 Cf. https://www.google.pl/intl/pl/earth/ [Access on 23.07.2019].
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Another important mission was conducted by the British Museum, in conjunction
with the SARS. The expedition’s concession included the left bank of the Nile and the islands
between the fortress at Suweigi West (Dar el-Arab) upstream to Jebel Musa at Kirbekan (Fig. 38, 39).
This concession extended along the Nile River for about 40 km (about 24.85 mi), including the area
that was threatened by submergence and that extends far from the riverbanks. Considering the work,
the decision was taken to conduct detailed surveys in selected areas of the concession, followed
by excavation of a range of sites. Obviously, it was impossible to conduct a detailed survey
and excavation of the entire area within the timeframe available (Welsby, 2003a: 1).

In frames of given timeline, the project aimed to recover as much information as possible
about ancient settlements in the region, by studying all the remaining traces until the immediate pre-
modern period. Among the materials recovered, there was a large collection of human skeletal
material, allowing a detailed study of the people who lived in the area in the past as well as the study
of their settlements and artifacts. The project also aimed to transfer some of the abundant rock art
to eventually be displayed in the new museums that were to be built, which supposed to be dedicated
to the ancient and modern cultures of the region. Additionally, 390 pieces of granite blocks were
excavated from the discovered remains of the pyramid.

In the first phase the rescue mission’s work on the islands was limited to an attempt to identify
and record all the sites. Considering this, the strategy was to conduct a survey of small areas in detail,
followed by excavating a sample of the sites recorded during those surveys. These included extensive
occupation scatters, settlements, fortified enclosures, cemeteries and rock art. The work in 1999
consisted of a survey, focusing on a stretch of ca. 10 km (about 6.21 mi) in the centre of the concession
area, which included numerous islands and part of the left bank (Fuller, 2004: 5). However, since 1999
the mission started to locate and describe sites that were surveyed in detail. Moreover, sketch plans
were prepared at a scale of 1:500 or 1:100. The work was entirely limited to survey
and the interpretation of the data, without the benefit of selective excavation (Welsby, 2003a: 121).
In 2002-2003, excavations focused on sampling cemeteries, tomb monuments of various types
and settlements. Additional survey was also conducted in the large island of Ishashi. It has to be
emphasized that the discoveries of the season 2003—2004 were very promising for future work (Fuller,

2004: 5).
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Fig. 38. Sites located between Mis Island and Ber (SARS Concession) (Welsby, 2003a:1-3).
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Fig. 39. Sites located between Mis Island and Ber (SARS Concession) (Welsby, 2003a:1-3).
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The second phase included experiment or trial excavation, where missions were able
to conduct some trail excavation to identify the sites. During this time the artifacts were collected,
either from each feature or from transects across the sites. This material was studied by pottery, lithics
and small finds specialists. Moreover, many of the rock pictures were traced onto acetate and their
locations were plotted by GPS or in relation to their local environment by total station®” (Welsby,
2003a: 4).

Since 2002, for four seasons, excavations of cemeteries and settlements on the left bank
and on the islands of Umm Melyekta, el-Hilla, Umm Muri and Mis took place. Later, in season 2003—
2004, survey and trial excavations also begun in the area around Dar al-Arab. The UCL-SARS
archaeological expedition focused then its research on three main themes: settlement archaeology,
ceramic industry (in the context of a larger trade network) and agricultural practices. Islands located
in the SARS concession area and considered for potential future exploration (except Ishashi) were
surveyed. The mission also conducted extensive studies on modern agricultural practices and crop
cultivation within the concession area, in addition to rock art and “rock gong” sites. Furthermore,
ceramics recovered from all sites were examined (Welsby, 2006: 8; Kleinitz, 2004: 12ff).

The 2003-2004 field season began with a survey of each of the islands, conducted on foot
by two teams of four to six people. GPS was used to record points every 10 m, while the team was
communicating via radio to give information about the location that had been discovered and giving
it a number to distinguish it, so as to avoid repeating the number, as well as the found spots
of important artifacts, rock art or visible architecture. Following a walking survey, on selected areas
10x10 m squares were set out and divided into four quadrants. Artifacts were collected from one
quadrant of each square, and artifact density was then taken as an indication of the best place to begin
test pits. Only in rare instances test pits lead to full excavations. These exceptions were the burials
uncovered on Melyekta and the settlements on Umm Muri and Melyekta. Each island studied during
this field season was described, and the findings for each island were summarized. It has to be
mentioned that all the found sites were recorded with ground photographs, descriptions
and positioned by GPS coordinates, as well as by reference to satellite imagery of Ishashi Island.
Surface collections of artifacts were also prepared in order to suggest approximate dates or date ranges
of sites whenever possible (Fuller, 2004: 5).

The archaeological investigations included the recognition of sites, their documentation
and test excavations. After localization, basic recording of sites was done by conducting survey

with handheld GPS, sketching and written description on pre-printed forms. A total number

87 The survey archive, including the site recording sheets, survey data, maps, plans and photographs, forms the Amri
to Kirbekan Survey Archive in the offices of the Sudan Archaeological Research Society, c/o. Department of Ancient
Egypt and Sudan, The British Museum, London.
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of 2500 GPS-points was taken (Wolf, 2004: 17). Further, in the season 2004-2005, the British
Museum along with SARS began operating at the northern part of the concession, based at the village
of Doma, where more than 650 sites were recorded (Welsby, 2005: 2). In the following season
of 20052006, a number of these sites were excavated. The excavations were carried out by two
teams, supported with funds from the British Museum, the Egyptian Exploration Society
and the Institute of Bioarchaeology. In the central and eastern part of the SARS’ concession
prehistoric settlements were identified, apart from medieval and post-medieval settlements. Rock art
and gongs recorded during the survey were also studied in more detail by two specialists during
December 2005. It must be noted that fieldwork was not an easy task for the mission
due to the difficulties and aridity of the region. When it comes to the methods used in the SARS
concession, the initial investigation involved a topographic survey and controlled surface collection
in 33 collection units each 6 m in diameter. It was followed by the controlled surface collection, using
the preliminary analysis of the collection as a guide. Then, the team opened a series of 21 excavation
units (mostly 5x5 m) across the site to locate the architectural remains at the site (Emberling
and Williams, 2010: 20).

The method of recording rock art was based on documenting rock art panels and sites,
and the amount of time available to the researcher was always reconciled with the comprehensiveness
of the data collected. The Boni Island rock art survey included GPS measurement, brief descriptions,
detailed photographic documentation, sketches of the site’s location and landscape context.
In addition, traces of selected engravings were produced on transparent plastic sheets. As an overview
of the research approach to rock art, several observations and conclusions about Boni Island rock art
and comparative evidence were noted. Rock art was described according to the system used by Huard
and Leclent (1972; 1976) for their documentation of rock art in the Sahara and the Nile Valley.

To sum up, fieldwork for foreign missions in MDASP was not easy for several reasons: limited
funding, organizational deficiencies and the remoteness of the research area. At that time there was
lack of roads within the area. It took about eight hours to reach Merowe, the nearest city with regular
shops and health services. The missions also had to rely on heavy equipment, including four-wheel
drive cars and lorries, generators, water pumps and filters, as well as complete medical and food
supplies, brought in from their home countries and from Khartoum. Working and living conditions
were extremely poor, including restricted access to clean drinking water, food, fuel and electricity.
However, the expeditions continued their work without questioning this situation and concentrated
their efforts on documenting as much of the archaeology of the region as was possible in the limited

time before the flood (Ndser and Kleinitz, 2021: 274).
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4.2.2.6. Role of inspectors

The antiquities inspectors are the main members of fieldwork teams for archaeological
missions, whether national or foreign. They are authorized by the NCAM to accompany each
archaeological mission in all their fieldworks. Their responsibility included following up all
administrative and scientific aspects related to the mission’s work and archaeological sites. However,
they needed to divide their time between administrative responsibilities and coordinating the work
of national or foreign missions in the region. They had to also submit administrative and scientific
reports regularly to the central office in Khartoum, which should include issues of security, safety,
conservation, restoration and archaeological research.

The current Antiquities Ordinance of 1999, is referring to Inspectors of Antiquities

in Article 23 and Article 34 (Appendix 3):

23. Conditions for the issuance of licences.
3. The Corporation shall have the right to:

1. Participate with any archaeological mission to investigate the existence of antiquities on a site
provided the Corporation states its financial, scientific and technical participation conditions
on the excavation licence.

2. Any archaeological mission authorised to conduct archaeological activities shall be
accompanied by a representative of the Corporation whose expenses shall be borne
by the licence holder. This representative shall submit an administrative and scientific report

to the Corporation at the end of the mission’s work.

34. General Regulations

1. Inspectors of antiquities, museum curators and guards of museums and archaeological sites are
endowed with police powers to arrest without prior legal authorisation in relation to their assigned
duties, to combat illegitimate trading in antiquities and their smuggling and to combat damages against

museums and archaeological sites.

The role of the archaeological inspectors, when accompanying national or foreign
archaeological missions, can be summarized as follows:
e protecting antiquities within the area in which they work and following up on the administrative
site;
e visiting the archaeological sites in the area (the role of the archaeological inspector in the open
site for visitors is limited to monitoring the site and archaeological area periodically, to review

and follow up on the safety of antiquities and visitors);
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e reviewing the archaeological materials in an open site for visitors and ensure their safety,
where it should not to be exposed or affected by any damage (biological, erosion factors,
encroachment, etc.); if anything harmful to the antiquity is noticed, it must be reported
immediately;

e participation in scientific archaeological research, e.g. survey, excavations and conservation
work;

e ensuring the identity of mission members and employees;

e communicating with the security and administrative authorities to facilitate the mission’s tasks;

e coordinating with the security authorities to provide protection and security for members
of the mission in the field conditions;

e facilitating communication and coordination between the local community and the members
of the mission to provide a suitable environment for work;

e checking the status of the mission’s stores and archaeological materials that have not yet been
delivered to NCAM and inventory of artifacts;

e monitoring visitors and group of tourists visiting archaeological sites;

e raising awareness of the importance of archaeological areas and sites and the necessity
of preserving them,;

e writing administrative and scientific reports on the work of the mission and the region during

their escort to the mission.

Eventually, within the archaeological fieldwork there are no fixed rules by which the antiquities
inspectors work. The working conditions are applied in accordance with each site.
During archaeological field work operations, the archaeologist must follow up and register each
archaeological material, review the recording and match it to the antiquity. However, passing
through archaeological sites is considered one of the first tasks and duties of the antiquity’s inspectors
in their inspection department. It requires the development of a well-known monitoring program
in which they determine the archaeological sites that they will pass through, where the date of passage
is also registered. The rights and duties of the antiquity’s inspectors in the administrative and technical
work of NCAM can be summarized as follows:

e preserving antiquities and the authority’s property, as it is the property of the state
and the national heritage that must be preserved;

® inspection visits;

e examination of the seized effects;

e editing scientific records or notes on the seized antiquities;
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e cxamining the encroachment on the antiquities and the authority’s property;
e writing detailed reports on the state of the archaeological sites, the types of encroachment

and the problems they are exposed.

In conclusion, the antiquities inspectors are working as a site manager in the listed heritage sites.
Their main role is to coordinate fieldwork with site security and administrations bodies in the region

government.

4.2.2.7. Reports

One of the requirements for archaeological and rescue fieldwork in Sudan is obtaining

the license permit, which include formal conditions and regulations placed on national

8

and international archaeologists working in Sudan®®. One of the most important conditions

and regulations for license holder is writing fieldwork reports that include details concerning
the mission, the personnel, description of the site and the project, the methodology and tools that were
used in the fieldwork and the archaeological materials that were found. The report should also contain
documentation and analysis of archaeological features, the geological conditions and character
of the site. Finally, results and recommendations related to the possibility of continuation the work
in the concession area, with the obligation to publish the results in the future, have to be included.
All above mentioned regulations stated in the Antiquities Protection Ordinance of 1999,
The Section 25: Special licensing conditions (Appendix 3) were considered as recommendations

for the foreign mission in MDASP when it comes to preparing and provided required reports:

1. The applicant for a license must satisfy the following:

d. Reports shall be submitted to the Corporation — NCAM for the archaeological work survey,
excavation and conservation work with the results and all details on discovered archaeological
remains.

e. Maps/plans and sections are drawn according to the internationally and scientifically
recognized standards. These plans shall contain the details of conditions of archaeological
remains at the time of discovery in a way so as to enable their re-structuring or rebuilding.

f.  Alist including the relevant scientific details on all the discovered and transported antiquities
shall be compiled and submitted to the Corporation at the end of the excavations, together
with a complete collection of copies of the maps, plans and photographs.

g. To publish, within two years after the termination of the excavation works, a scientific

publication to show the general results of the excavations, mentioning the names of the sites

88 Cf. 3.3.2. Licenses.
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where the antiquities were found, and what has been done. To present two copies of such
a report or publication to the Corporation.
2. The license holder must do the following:
a. Present 10 books, with the publications of articles, he issues on his excavation works

and results to the Corporation.

The fieldwork in the Fourth Cataract relied directly on the daily reports, as a recommendation
required by the necessity of the stage to move forward with the construction and building works.
It was obligatory for all archaeological missions to write and update reports, so that NCAM could
inform DIU about the current progress. It also played a major role in informing interested parties
and the local community about recent discoveries in the region. The results of this work have been
published in various periodicals, e.g. The Merowe Dam Monthly Magazine, which was issued
in Arabic language by DIU; Gdansk Archaeological Museum African Reports, which was mostly
associated with activities of the survey and excavations of GAME in Fourth Cataract Salvage Project,
but not limited to it; Meroitica Journal and Archeologie du Nil Moyen (published in French). Another
example is SARS founded in 1991. It provided information to anyone interested in the archaeology
of Sudan and Egypt south of the First Nile Cataract the Nubian territory. They organize seminars
and lectures as well as publish fieldwork research in their journal Sudan & Nubia. This Society aims
to promote interest in the Sudan’s cultural heritage and raise awareness of its place in the history
of mankind. Most importantly, the Society managed expeditions to excavate and record threatened

sites before knowledge about them will be lost forever.

4.2.3. Results

The primary aim of MDASP was to rescue archaeological sites endangered
by the construction of Merowe Dam. One of the goals of the basic NCAM plan was to prepare
a preliminary map showing the archaeological sites in the Fourth Cataract area, in order to monitor
the archaeological materials and sites present in the region and to show their importance.

The combined efforts of Sudanese and foreign archaeologists in MDASP led to many
advances in improving understanding the past at the Fourth Cataract region. Selected areas
of the region were surveyed and sites covering a wide range of human activities and periods were
excavated. Large-scale surveys were conducted and as a result the knowledge of the rich history
of the area, from the Early Stone Age up to the recent past, expanded rapidly. The fieldwork is now
completed, but a considerable amount of material and data is still being studied, so the full
publications of the results are still awaited (Interview No. 6). It has to be emphasized that during this

project, which lasted almost until 2009, more scholars became interested in the history of Nubia —
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still full archaeological research of this region is waiting to be conducted. Since the UNESCO Nubian
Campaign in Lower Nubia in Sudan, the Fourth Cataract region is the second area of Nubia,
where a large amount of similar archaeological material has come to light. The exciting results
of the excavations, the rescue of priceless examples of prehistoric rock art, publications, conferences,
museums and new exhibitions indicate the magnitude of the work that has been done in the Fourth
Cataract area — and as a result, for the past few years archaecologists at many institutes and universities
talked about the ancient Sudan and Nubia (Paner, 2010: 7). Still, it is an “impossible task™ to provide
a complete view of the prehistory of MDASP area. Studies on many sites, collections and gathered
data are still ongoing and the results will be published in the future, to fill the blank pages of a book
that we can call “The Prehistory of the Fourth Cataract” (Osypinski, 2014: 9).

The first major breakthrough in MDASP was made by archaeologists from the Gdansk
Expedition when they confirmed, after seven consecutive seasons of fieldwork in the Fourth Cataract
region, the presence of a culture which bears many of the same characteristics as the Kerma culture.
A noteworthy cluster of Old Kush sites existed between Ab-Silaem and el-Jebel in an area
about 70 km in length. The area of about 124 km, starting from Kareima and heading upriver, had
been fully surveyed and test excavations were conducted on selected sites. The expedition identified
tombs and settlements relics of the so-called Kerma people belonging to the Kingdom of Kush located
further north in the Dongola region during the Bronze Age (2500—1500 BCE). In addition, the rest
of the GAME concession area up to Abu Hamad has been reconnoitred. Moreover, the whole
of GAME’s original concession was photographed from the air. This has resulted in the recording
of 711 sites, representing different cultural periods from the Palaeolithic to Early Islam —among them
93 sites, including both settlements and cemeteries, could be associated with the Old Kush culture
(Paner, 2003: 15f).

Another important discovery were the remains of a pyramid from the Napatan period (800—
400 BCE) that was discovered near El-Tereif by SARS (Welsby, 2003b: 30). The result is
the recognition of the control of this region by the first Kingdom of Kush, the oldest urban civilization
in sub-Saharan Africa, in the third and second millennia BC. The tomb monument of an important
and wealthy individual highlights the importance of the area and is forcing a reappraisal of the role
of Cataract zones in the Nile Valley (Welsby, 2003a: 2).

The most exciting discovery in the Fourth Cataract was the discovery made by the Oriental
Institute of the University of Chicago — a gold mining site at Hosh el-Guruf. The main period of its
activity was from 1700 to 1500 BC. The gold mining appeared to have been organized
by the Kingdom of Kush, whose capital was in Kerma, located more than 200 km from this site
(Emberling, 2009: 55).

Furthermore, the evidence from Ishashi Island provided other aspects to our understanding
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of Nubian rock art. It showed that the invisible properties of rock surfaces may had played
an important role in the making and use of rock art, and that some activities at rock art sites included
an acoustic dimension. The making of sound leaves a number of recognizable visual traces,
such as percussion stones and non-figurative areas of dispersed or dense peck marks, the latter
with or without cup marks. Ongoing research would test if the close connection of cattle imagery
and sound production is specific to Ishashi or common in the region. However, the investigations
into the relationship of rock art to other archaeological sites and to landscape features focused
on gaining insights into the process of symbolic marking of insular and mainland landscapes
in the Fourth Cataract region (Fuller, 2004: 4-5).

Further example of one of the many unexpected discoveries was uncovering a literary treasure
containing precious ecclesiastical objects, as well as hundreds of fragments of parchment and leather
dating back to the Christian period, located in a church excavated by Humboldt University Nubian
Expedition on the island of Sur. These fragments constitute the largest collection of medieval
manuscripts and book bindings recovered from the Middle Nile Valley in the past fifty years (Billig,
2008: 111-112; Naser, 2008: 77).

Salah Mohamed Ahmed, the MDASP field director, evaluated his experience in this project

as follows (Interview No. 3):

[...] it had many, many shortcomings, as it is the first problem facing the Sudanese archaeologists’ staff
due to the necessity of managing work of this size. There were many shortcomings that can be benefited
from in the future [...].

Comparing what was rescued with the available financial and human capabilities at that time, taking
into consideration the time factor, the results of the campaign were acceptable, although a lot
of archaeological material of the Fourth Cataract area was lost.

The saved archaeological material and recording of archaeological sites discovered during
the MDASP campaign in the Fourth Cataract area, which in turn contributed to enriching
the Sudanese archaeological map, was only one part of the positive outcomes of the MDASP.
Another important result for NCAM is significant contribution to forming a national team capable
of dealing with archaeological rescue work. A very large number of Sudanese cadres from NCAM,
researchers from various Sudanese universities and institutions were trained, so that they are able
to conduct independent archaeological studies, including training for students, professors, teaching
assistants and antiquities inspectors (Interview No. 11). Further positive outcome was improving field
and administrative work, especially gaining experience in managing archaeological rescue works.
Archaeologists are not only entrusted with the process of excavation and drawing,

but also with managing money, time and personnel. They are responsible for employing adequate
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cadres and taking advantage of their maximum capabilities according to their specializations
(Interview No. 3).

However, we must not forget the knowledge that has been lost. There were many
archaeological materials that time and money have not been able to save. The architecture
and beautiful objects that attract Islamic archaeologists are lacking in Sudan, and it seems that foreign
archaeologists working in the country are somewhat indifferent to the history of the region
after the introduction of Islam around 1500 AD (El-Zein, 2000: 34). Thus, recent centuries have
become underrepresented in the annals of the rescue campaign. In terms of the local population,
this period should have been of the utmost importance as there are few written sources concerned
with the area and the people who lived there. It is clear that we have lost the final chapter
in the cultural history of the Fourth Cataract (Hafsaas-Tsakos, 2011: 59-61).

Field inspector Habab Idris evaluated MDASP’ campaign in following words (Interview

No. 12):

If we want to evaluate the negatives and positives in comparison with the campaign to save
the antiquities of Lower Nubia, we find that the negatives are more in the Merowe Dam project,
but on the other hand, opportunities were provided for study, research, and archaeological survey,
and then recording many archaeological sites in the Fourth Cataract — area that had not been recorded
before. [...] There are many priorities that were not set in the plan and were not set well,
such as involving the local community in developing the plan and setting work priorities for future
plans to study the discovered materials extensively etc. As well as the scientific reports were not
as precise as they should have been and were not extensive [...].

The most significant impact of MDASP, according to final calculations, was social: more
than 50,000 people had to be removed from the dam site and reservoir area (the forced displacement).
In 2008, about 180 km of the Nile Valley were flooded. Immediately behind the barrage, the reservoir
lake is more than 10 km wide (Ali, Salih and Ali, 2010: 6, as cited by: Néser and Kleinitz, 2021: 271).
This was connected with lost of intangible heritage of Nubians. Positive aspect of the MDASP was
the fact, that there was an attempt to save cultural heritage of the Forth Cataract region. In mid-2002,
the General Administration of Information, Training and Information, in cooperation with the General
Commission for Environmental and Social Affairs in the DIU, organized the first scientific campaign
to document the public life of the Hamdab area, which supposed to be affected by the construction
of the dam. The project targeted the Hamdab area from the eastern and western sides of the Nile
and the borders of the islands adjacent to the Amri region. A number of scientists, researchers
and specialists participated in the campaign, headed by Tariq Ahmed Othman, Professor of History
at the International University of Africa. Moreover, a technical team was selected for various visual
documentation techniques, headed by Mr. Khaled Othman, Director of Media Production. Further

participants were Hamdab students from universities and higher institutes. What is more, students
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of the College of Fine and Applied Arts documented the area through drawings and colouring works.
The campaign's objectives were to document all aspects and activities of public life in the Hamdab
region, as well as to record the traditions connected with weddings and festive rituals in the region
(Abdelrahim, 2003: 7). In this was intangible heritage of Nubians form the Forth Cataract region was
(at least partially) preserved.

It has to be emphasized that not all aims of the project were fulfilled. Perhaps the failure
in the provisions of the plan, especially with regard to the future preservation and study
of the discovered archacological materials, undermined the success of the campaign. As example can
serve the Multaga Museum, which was planned by NCAM and DIU in the first settlement area
(Multaqga) to preserve and display the archaeological and ethnographic wealth of the Fourth Cataract.
It did not see the light of day for the public and researchers due to state policies. Further, there were
publications that all missions assigned to publish, choosing the language and style of publications
freely. NCAM should receive collective volumes containing the general results of the work of all
the expeditions involved in the rescue project submitted in English (with Arabic translation)
immediately after the end of the campaign. These reports should have been published, at the latest,
five years after the end of field activities (Ahmed, 2003: 14), however this has not yet been fully
completed.

In conclusion, the archaeological rescue work in the Fourth Cataract region contributed
greatly to the development of the archaeological map of the region. The discovered archaeological
materials contributed to understanding the archaeological history in Sudan, in addition to enriching
the collections of archaeological museums in the country with the discovered materials,
and then providing archaeological materials to establish new museums. Regarding archaeological
heritage management, the study investigation showed that most of the participating archaeological
expeditions were trying to follow the correct methods of salvage excavations. What is more, NCAM
and Sudanese national researches benefitted greatly from the project, as they received professional
training and gained valuable experience. The negative side of MDASP is the fact, that there are still

papers and reports awaiting publication.

4.2.4. MDASP from the perspective of archaeological managers and researchers —
recognised issues

There were several difficulties encountered in the workflow of MDASP, due to the size
of the project and the complexity of the political and economic situation in Sudan. Already during
the project and after its completing archaeologists and other people involved were able to identify
several issues which got an impact on the process and final results. After thorough analysis

of interviews, I can distinguish following problems that the managers and researchers involved
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in rescuing program faced:
e the sequence of government administrative processes;
e the finance;
e the time factor;
e the technical, human, and material potential;
e the storage and museums;
e the interest of field research;
e the local community of the region;
e the weather condition of the region;
e the insufficient information about the region and local communities.

I will discuss each of the listed problems in details in the next parts of the chapter.

4.2.4.1. The sequence of government administrative processes

The organization of the Nubian Campaign become sort of a role model for upcoming large-
scale rescue projects such as MDASP. However, when it comes the latter, the DIU and NCAM were
not following the exact structure and strategy applied in the Nubian Campaign. Although DIU is
appreciated for its initiative and following the regulations in the Fourth Cataract rescue project, it
might appear that there was no clear program of the work. The government in Sudan and NCAM did
not have enough capacity and staff to carry out the project and to save the archaeological material
in the Fourth Cataract region®. Nevertheless, it was a very unique opportunity for the members
of NCAM to take part in such venture. However, it has to be emphasized that there were some issues
in coordination, especially when it comes to the practical aspects (Interview No. 12). The role
of NCAM consisted in saving the archaeological material in the region, but DIU designated
the frames of NCAM’s participation in this project. For instance, in the area of Al-Multaga
the archaeological mission was undertaking their actions to save the archaeological material
in the area after the work of the machines, when the correct order is opposite: first the archaeologists
should do their research in the field, then the development work should be allowed. However,
this matter depended on the personality of the engineers and their lack of understanding needs
for the rescue works before the development works. Unfortunately, some of engineers shared this
point of view with the management of DIU. As a result, NCAM had to show their high competence
in resolving such cases, which means that the DIU was neither interested in the destruction nor

preservation of archaeological site (Interview No. 12). Consequently, the archaeological works were

8 Due to a combination of economic and political factors, the Merowe Dam project was conducted without involvement
of any Western institutions, including UNESCO (Kleinitz and Naser, 2011: 257).
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not scheduled or limited to a specific season or term, but they depended on the circumstances
of funding and activities taken in frames of associated projects; e.g.: consultations of the involved
companies, conducting preliminary studies, etc. The lack of a long-term plan due to the lack
of sufficient funding provided on time was perhaps the main factor that was obstructing the work
of the NCAM staff.

Another challenge was the lack of coordination and cooperation among DIU, NCAM
and other companies working in the rescue area. However, DIU (the financier) had contracts
with a number of companies operating in the rescue areas, which led to the conflict of work
between these companies and the national team. Moreover, the tools, equipment and transport means

were limited for NCAM team (Interview No. 12).

4.2.4.2. Finance

The authorities of NCAM had to comprehend from the very beginning of the project
that saving all the archaeological material in the region was impossible, which might be a dream
of every archaeologist involved in such projects. They did realize that the biggest obstacle was
funding, or more specifically, the lack of sufficient funds. Qualified workers and proper equipment
could have been provided only with appropriate funding. Another financial issue was delays
of financial payments, which reduced the rescue time (commensurate with the waiting time calculated
from the time of the rescue period according to the associated project movement, which should be
considered according to the conditions of the other projects associated with it) (Interview

No. 5, 11).

4.2.4.3. The time factors

The issue of the time factor is connected with the fact that the time given to complete a certain
work is not commensurate with the nature and size of the work. Obviously, the problem of the time
factor emerged at the beginning of the project implementation. However, interviewed project
participants stressed out that in case of MDASP the two main factors, the time and finances, were
overlapping. There was not enough time to conduct such a huge venture because the funding was not

adequate® (Interview No. 5, 6). Abd-Alrahman Ali (Interview No. 2) mentioned that:

[...] the second factor is the time factor in the sense that the time was too short to complete the work
required, and the reason was not to save all the archaeological sites, but to develop a plan to choose
some, not all.

9 Cf. 4.2.4.2. The Finance.
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Firstly, the estimated period of the work was too short compared to the amount of required
work, whether archaeological survey or rescue excavations. Secondly, the determined funding did not
match the size of the work. Additionally, there was difficulties to obtaining the funding on time.

In the case of MDASP there was no clear plan of action in the particular place or area,
which additionally reduced the time for work itself. Abd-Alrahman Ali also mentioned that this
caused NCAM another issue connected with the time and finance factor: limited time and limited
funding. The right approach to the problem should be as follows: first step should be assigning each
mission to the concession area. Then the required time should be determined, based on the predictions
about the amount of archaeological materials. Assuming that the designated eight-years period is not
a long enough, next step should be determining the priorities for working in the region (Interview
No. 2).

Another reason, why the problem of time factor occurred during the MDASP, is the fact
that NCAM was not involved from the beginning in development of the plan. Their insights
as specialists in the field could have been helpful in drawing the plan. Later, as the rescue excavations
in the area started, NCAM tried to intervene at DIU, requesting for the extension of deadline
for the completion of excavation works, but to no avail (Interview No. 12). Firmness in dealing
and not allowing the authorities in the field of archaeology to set the timeline for the plan,
while allowing consultants and companies involved in the project to deal with this matter, was another
problem that contributed to fewer effects of the salvage project. However, it has to be noted
that saving archaeological material was at the end of the priorities in the construction plan
of the Merowe Dam. As aforementioned, rescue work and its funding were imposed on the DIU,
therefore it was not a priority (Interview No. 12).

However, it has to be emphasized that the impact of time may vary from archaeological
mission to another. Foreign archaeological missions had their own budgets to participate
in the project, which means that they did not fully rely on any financial support granted by MDASP

(Interview No. 11).

4.2.4.4. The technical, human, and material potential

The scale of the venture of rescuing archaeological materials in the region of the Forth
Cataract was far greater than the capacity of NCAM. It was beyond the scope of its capabilities,
especially in terms of the number of cadres and technicians (Interview No. 3). In addition, they were
underfunded as the DIU did not consider any large financial budgets required for this rescue. In this
situation NCAM had to rely heavily on external (global) participation, following the model adopted
in the Nubian Campaign in the 1960s by UNESCO.

169



The size of the target area was very large (about 170 km along the banks of the Nile) with high
numbers of islands in the region. Moreover, the four resettlement sites for the displaced population
needed to be carefully investigated, as well as the area needed to be provided with the power grid.
Another issue was the fact, that there was no thorough archaeological map of the existing
archaeological sites in the area of the Fourth Cataract region, which could be useful for locating
priority areas at that time. However, previously there was some available information helped to build
the region’s action plan (Interview No. 3). Finally, the difficulty of transferring many rock art
from their threatened sites were occurred, due to the lack of possibilities to move them, especially

within the i1slands.

4.2.4.5. The storage and museums

Initially, the plan did not include construction of stores, museums, laboratories or study
offices. This idea came two years after the beginning of the work, when the huge amount of artifacts
was found. Then NCAM was forced to think about how to collect those materials in one specific
place, such as museum or a store area, which is not located outside of the region. It has to be
mentioned, that at that time, the contacts and correspondence were established between DIU
and the relevant authorities in the town of Merowe, which resulted in obtaining an approval
for allocating the space of the old Merowe Centre to the proposed museum (Interview No. 3).
The reasons for taking such a decision were following:

e the political changes — changing the governor of Merowe County who was sympathetic
to the situation;

e many regional project managers and directorates have changed,

e the problem of Sudanese absence in the old administrative legacy that inherited
from the alternative administrative staff in old work system;

e the financial situation of Sudan — there was a major enthusiasm, and there were funds flowing
from oil extraction before the secession of the South from the North, which was promising

to solve this problem.

There was a plan to store the salvaged archaeological material in the new museums in order
to study them in the future. The first stage was to build an initial museum in the city of Merowe,
then a large one in the region of Fourth Cataract, as well as a museum in Abu Hamad area. However,
only establishing of one museum was executed in the whole region in the city of Merowe.
On the other hand, some of the archaeological materials were transferred to Sudan National Museum

in Khartoum, where they were improperly kept, due to further storage problems. Therefore,

170



those materials have not been properly displayed and studied well yet. Until now NCAM is waiting
for the museum rehabilitation through the Qatar-Sudan Archaeological Project to manage all the new
archaeological discovered materials (Interview No. 3).

Salah M. Ahmed (Interview No. 3) summed up the storing situation in MDASP in following

words:

If I can participate in any such campaign, it will be a priority for me to focus on providing a saving
storage and study space for salvaged artifacts and then planning to display them in the future. Therefore,
I believe that in this area a museum and archaeological centre should be created, but I think that there
is no hope.

The storing of archaeological resources is one of the biggest challenges for Sudan. The system
of metal container storage in NCAM, that is currently in use, started within the beginning of rescue
work in the Merowe Dam project. The missions that were participating in the project faced enormous
problem of transferring and storing the archaeological materials that had been rescued (Interview
No. 5, 6). This prompted them to make some mistakes, which they believed were the best solutions
at the time. They brought massive iron containers and placed them in the courtyard of NCAM,
then they filled them with archaeological materials without including any proper storage
methodology (Fig. 40). The result were fires due to the storage of some of the mission’s equipment,

including a kitchen tools, along with archaeological materials.

Image © 2024 Airbus
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Fig. 40. The view on Sudanese National Museum. Red frames mark the metal containers
(Source: Google Earth).
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Further issue occurred during the pandemic time (2020). Due to long absence of missions
and suspension of archaeological works, the state of the containers and the stored material was not
regularly checked and evaluated. This caused the damage of a large number of materials
due to the high temperature of 50°C with the lack of necessary ventilation. Further, there are many
objects stored in containers or labelled with tags made of acidic materials.

The NCAM archaeological storage hall building has its own characteristics that make it
different from the rest of the museum’s parts. It is supposed to collect the largest amount of artifacts
in the least possible space and in the same time to provide easy access to the artifacts without causing
any damage to them. These conditions, that may seem contradictory, required to create a special place
for the warehouses in the museum construction plan. In addition, appropriate building materials had
to be chosen, directions and room divisions had to be planned. What is more, the topographical
and climatic data of the site had to be taken into account. In has to be noted that when museum
collections are housed in a historic structure or archaeological site, then needs of both: collection
and structure have to be identified and evaluated. Taking into account the introduction
of environmental controlling measures, it is critical to be aware of the needs of objects and the historic
structure in which they are housed in order to avoid damage. However, storages also require specific
safeguards to protect collection. The building should also be constantly and regularly monitored

in frames of construction supervision (Interview No. 3).

4.2.4.6. The interest in field research — the archaeological expeditions

The field of expedition research was restricted to specific period of Sudanese history. It should
be noted that most of the international archaeological missions, that were participating in MDASP,
were interested in the prehistoric or medieval periods, rather than the Islamic era. However,
there were some archaeological expeditions that preferred to work on specific periods of the Sudanese
history. In some cases, the archaeological material in the site was overlapping different periods,
but researches and archaeologist were focusing on the missions’ interest, giving less consideration

to the artifacts from periods out of their main scope of work.
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4.2.4.7. The local community of the region

The antiquities inspector Habab, who was accompanying the joint Sudanese-French mission,

stated (Interview No. 12):

From the first day of work, it was clear that some of the local residents had a negative attitude towards
the Merowe Dam construction project as well as the rescue program, and they strongly refused
to cooperate with DIU and NCAM.

As aresult, the mission had to face many additional problems, such as the problem of housing,
as the missions were unable to find accommodation in the area. Additional issue was lack of workers,
which disrupted the rescue program (Interview No. 12). However, in some areas after persuading
a local mayor to rent his house for mission participants, some of residents accepted the necessity
of the dam construction and rescue of antiquities, perhaps reluctantly.

Nevertheless, there were others who did not accept this work, even after the construction
of the dam. In most extreme cases missions had to stop their work and escape the area due to safety
reasons. As a result, there have been unexplored areas such as the Dagfali region (more than 30 km
on the right bank of the Nile). This area was not rescued, as local residents refused any kind
of archaeological work in their area (Interview No. 11). As another example can serve region of Hajar
al Bayda (right bank of the river) inhabited by Manasir community. The Hungarian mission, that was
supposed to work there, did not even manage to start the work due to resistance of the local residents.
They were forced to escape and move to another site (Interview No. 6).

Further, some ofthe local communities had objections against the female staff that
participated in the archaeological fieldwork. The gender discrimination was rooted in the local
cultural tradition and it took a long time to resolve this problem. It has to be emphasized that this
issue should have been considered before beginning of the work, which was not the case

(Interview No. 12).

4.2.4.8. The nature and weather condition of the region

Further threats and difficulties included the rugged terrain in the region, which caused
difficulties in using vehicles to reach archaeological sites in the area. This is something that was not
taken into account in an appropriate approach by the archaeological missions. Additional problem
was the harshness of the desert climate — it is very cold at night and very hot during the day. National
missions were working all year long, whereas foreign missions were operating only in winter. It could

be a matter of management of the project/missions to the impact of nature. However, this experience
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was a test of the capabilities and the ability of the national staff to work in harsh conditions.
The problem of ruggedness of the area was very repulsive and difficult in terms of logistics, services,
movement and transportation, especially before the construction of the dam and roads leading to its
site. It has to be mentioned, that the National Mission’s place of residence was about 50 km
from the work site, and it took three to four hours to reach it at night, due to the lack of paved roads.
Participants needed special arrangements and special type of vehicles, as well as cadres to operate
in such a hot summer area. Another issue were insects and crustaceans that exist in the region
(some archaeologists were bitten by scorpions). All the problems mentioned above caused difficulties
for conducting the preliminary studies (Interview No. 11).

Another problem were foreseen environmental impacts. Studies have shown that climate
changes in this region are expected. The problem is that even though this information exists, no one
did anything to prepare the artifacts for it. Perhaps it may indicate a lack of prior knowledge
about those changes that were expected to occur. There are sandstone pyramids and sites inscribed
on the World Heritage List which are threatened with damage due to the climate change and marine
composition (Interview No. 11). Another issue is the problem of groundwater that appeared

in the lower part of the pyramids in Nuri after the formation of Merowe Dam lake.

4.2.4.9. The insufficient information about the region and not utilizing the potential of methods
available

There was not enough information available about the region and some of the missions were
afraid to go to the area for starting the work in their concession, because they knew little about it,
as well as about the people of the region, especially about their way of life and customs. There were
extreme cases, when some of the missions started their work and the locals destroyed the excavation
trenches. Some mission even had to escape from their areas because local groups were against
the archaeological works and they were threatening the mission participants (Interview No. 6).

During the Fourth Cataract rescue campaigns archaeologists focused on salvaging knowledge
about the deeper past of the Fourth Cataract region. It must be mentioned, that while conducting
the research for this dissertation, | analysed documents and satellite imagery from the MDASP
Campaign, as well as unpublished data from both: GAME and PAM®. | discovered that there are
certain archaeological sites that were not recorded and therefore not excavated, and as a result not
rescued. On the maps® the three types of sites: Gdansk Archaeological Museum (G), Poznan
Archaeological Museum (P) and not listed (N) are presented accordingly (Fig. 41-49).

1 | am very grateful to both institutions for providing me unpublished data.
92 Source of all background imagery (Fig. 41-49): https://www.google.pl/intl/pl/earth/ [Access on 23.07.2019].
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Fig. 41. Location of recorded sites by Gdansk Archaeological Museum (G) and Poznan Archaeological Museum (P)
based on GPS coordinates acquired during survey in MDASP.
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Fig. 42. Location of archaeological sites recorded by Gdansk Archaeologlcal Museum (G) based on survey in MDASP
before flood and unlisted site (N) using GPS coordinates.
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Fig. 43. Locatlon of unhsted sites (N) in MDASP
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Fig.47. Location of unlisted site (N) in MDASP.
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Fig. 49. Location of unlisted site (N) in MDASP.

I raised this issue not to blame Polish archaeologists (!) but to illustrate that during MDASP
(or its preparation phase) the full potential of already existed methods and available data was not
used. High resolution satellite imagery was a very good background for data presentation due to lack
of precise topographic maps at scale 1:25000 or 1:10000. Widley available satellite imagery allowed
to skip this problem. The issue was the lack of skills in archaeological interpretation of remote sensing
data (aerial photographs, satellite imagery) on both sides: NCAM administration and involved

missions.

4.2 .5. Conclusions

In years 2002—-2003 the government of Sudan initiated the construction of the Merowe Dam
that was meant to improve economic situation of the state. The developmental project was connected
with establishing the biggest hydroelectric plant in Sudan. The side-effect of building the dam was
creation of artificial lake, that would cover under water many archaeologically undiscovered sites.
Therefore, NCAM along with DIU launched the salvage project MDASP, involving foreign
and national archaeological expeditions in rescue activities.

The field work of MDASP was largely limited to salvaging the archaeological materials
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of the region trough determining the type of site, the time period, and then rescue and collecting
archaeological materials as samples for study. The side effects of the construction of the Merowe
Dam were not limited to the effects of the area in which it was built only, but also extended
to the historical monuments such as Nabta, Nouri, Barkal, and others.

The major challenges, that the project faced, included the ruggedness of the area and the lack
of complete information about it. Another issue was lack of sufficient fundings for archaeological
rescue works, as the participating missions had to provide the necessary funding for their activities
by themselves. Important problem was also the necessity to displace a large number of the population
and to compensate the affected inhabitants. This venture did not meet with acceptance,
which contributed to hindering rescue work. Further issue was the time factor — due to limited time
not all planned antiquities could have been rescued.

However, many archaeological materials have been preserved, which can be displayed
in regional museums in the future. Many of the materials, that were donated to participating missions,
were also displayed in international museums, which served to enhance the international community’s
knowledge of Sudanese antiquities. Furthermore, the project achieved great success in training
national staff and building a national team to work on archaeological rescue projects. It has to be
emphasized, that for the first time NCAM almost independently planned and launched the project,
without external support. It was also the first time when independent national mission (from NCAM)
was actively taking part in the project. The MDASP contributed to building the spirit of confidence
among the Antiquities Institution in Sudan in its ability to plan better archaeological rescue works
in the future.

MDASP was another lesson in topic of preparing and organising huge rescue projects in Sudan.
How much Sudanese archaeologists, politicians, managers could learn from this lesson? Comments
(in form of interviews) presented by several people involved show that many issues were already

recognised and identified.

4.3. Nubian Campaign vs Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage Project:
a comparison

The Nubian Campaign and MDASP were two major large-scale archaeological projects
undertaken in 20" and 21% centuries in Sudan, as thoroughly described above. Although the two
ventures are 40 years apart, we can still observe both: similarities and differences in management
strategies and approaches applied in analysed projects. I will present the comparison of two major
rescue archaeological projects conducted in Sudan in this part of my thesis. The aim will be to detect

solutions that can be seen as improvements (lessons learned) that differ the Nubian Campaign
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and MDASP, as well as to seek for weak points that still need to be resolved in future large-scale
archaeological rescue projects in Sudan.

When it comes to similarities between the two projects, it has to be noted that no specific
international charters were applied in the Nubian Campaign or MDASP. The main legal basis in both
cases was constructed based on the national Antiquities Ordinance. Nevertheless, what had happened
during the both large recue projects in Sudan (response to the appeal of protection Nubian’s antiquities
by many institutions and member states of UNESCO, later response to the launch of MDASP)
expressed the faith and commitment of many of participating countries that applied the guidelines
of the conventions and supported heritage preservation.

Furthermore, I can observe similarities between the Nubian Campaign and the Fourth Cataract
Salvage Project in regards to management of concessions. In both cases Antiquities Service (NCAM)
carried out a reconnaissance of the target regions and prepared a brochure containing information
about available sites for archaeological concession. Then the survey and test excavations begun
with the assistance of the Antiquities Service in the most threatened areas, and was followed
by surveying by foreign missions. The national and international expeditions were applying almost
the same approaches to locate and salvage the archaeological material. Moreover, the division
of obtained archaeological material was performed in similar way, i.e. the participating missions were
entitled to receive part of rescued antiquities.

When it comes to methods applied in the conservation, in both projects I can observe cutting
and transferring rock art form threaten area. This technique was applied it both projects without
further plan for conservation and restoration of this collection in NCAM.

Another similarity that can be observed in both analysed projects is the inappropriate approach
to storing. The archaeological finds of NCAM are usually kept in museums storage rooms,
additionally excavation teams might have their own storage in the mission house or in buildings
of the archaeological site. There are a lot of archaeological materials brought from the Nubian
Campaign and MDASP that are still placed in the corridors, containers and courtyard of NCAM,
much of it in the open air. Moreover, some materials are kept in archaeological sites or mission’s
homes under the pretext of studying and missions procrastinate their return to NCAM (due to high
costs of transportation and lack of storage capacity at NCAM).

The differences between the Nubian Campaign and MDASP can be observed already
in the preparation phase. In case of the Nubian Campaign Sudanese government represented by Sudan
Antiquities Service asked for international support and they turned to UNESCO with a request for aid
in attracting the international community as well as outlining and organizing the rescue project. It was
UNESCO that lunched the appeal for salvage of the Sudanese Nubian monuments. However,
in MDASP the Sudanese government represented by NCAM in collaboration with DIU lunched
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the appeal by themselves.

Further difference between both projects is provision of funds. In planning the Nubian
Campaign, due to the lack of funds, experience and technical abilities of NCAM, UNESCO took
over the financing of the project. In the MDASP, DIU financed the archaeological fieldwork
of the national missions, whereas the international archaeological missions that participated
in the project had to come up with their own funding.

The issue of assigning concessions was also handled differently. In MDASP this problem was
tackled much better, compared to what happened in the Nubian Campaign 1960—1964. During
MDASP concessions were divided with cooperation and according to missions’ interests, whereas
during the Nubian Campaign foreign expeditions were forced to work in locations that did not
correspond with their interest or experience. At that time the situation was caused by the decision
of the UNESCO Committee, which was responsible for the distribution of concession areas®®.
As a result, some missions felt that there was a distinction between them. The difference between
the approaches in both analysed rescue campaigns resulted from the fact that most of the sites
in the Nubian Campaign were stable (Pharaonic, Meroitic, Christian temples and churches,
e.g. temple of Abu Simbel). In comparison to the Forth Cataract area, most of the antiquities were
unclassified, excluding the rock drawing and Christian fortresses (no large monumental structures
were there to be saved) (Interview No. 7).

Moreover, what differ two described projects, is the approach toward intangible heritage.
In the Nubian Campaign there was no clear plan developed to protect the intangible heritage. This was
changed in the MDASP, where a plan was developed to record and some actions were undertaken
to save the intangible heritage in the Fourth Cataract area.

Another differentiating issue is the maintenance and restoration work. In the plan to save
the Nubia monuments, there was a prepared plan to transfer the temples and reconstruct them
in the National Museum garden. In addition, there was a clear strategy for removing the wall
paintings, restoring them, and then displaying them in the hall of the National Museum. In case
of MDASP no plan has been drawn up for conservation and restoration works.

The table (Table 9) juxtaposes the approaches taken in different areas of large-scale rescue
projects of the Nubian Campaign and MDASP, and specifies if we can observe subsequent

improvement between the two ventures.

93 Cf. subchapter 4.1.3.2. Selection of concessions and sites for archaeological excavations.
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Issue

Nubian Campaign

MDASP

Improvement

Attracting international
community to the large-
scale project

Sudan government asked
for international support;
appeal launched

by UNESCO

NCAM lunched appeal
by themselves

Yes: lesson learned (more
independency gained)

Legal basis

Ordinance for Antiquities;
no international legal base

Ordinance for
Antiquities; no
international legal base

No: no lesson learned
(need to orientate actions
according to existed
international charters

Project funding

UNESCO took over
financing

DIU provided funding

for national missions;
other missions had to take
care of their own
fundings

No: no lesson learned (no
central project funding
organized/available)

Concessions strategy

Antiquities Service carried
out a reconnaissance of the
region and prepared

a brochure containing
information

about available sites

NCAM carried out a
reconnaissance of the
region and prepared a
brochure containing
information about
available sites

No: similar solution
introduced

Selection of

Archaeological expedition

Archaeological

No: similar solution

archaeological interest expedition interest introduced (limited

concessions impact on the scale

of research)

Surveys non-invasive methods: non-invasive methods: Yes: use of newest
aerial photographs, maps, | aerial photographs, maps | available technology
descriptions descriptions, photographs | (but not to full extent)
and photographs; and GPS coordinates,
survey of the dam area satellite imagery;
conducted by Sudan survey of the dam area
Antiquities Service conducted by NCAM
and Museum (SASM)

Excavations excavations of the dam excavations of the dam Yes: use of newest
area conducted by Sudan area conducted by available technology
Antiquities Service NCAM (but not to full extent)
and Museum (SASM)

Expeditions Mostly foreign Foreign and some Yes: lesson learned
archaeological expeditions | national archaeological (involvement of national

expeditions institutions is results
of training and gaining
practical experience
by national cadres)

Conservation Transferring monument Transferring monument No: no lesson learned

(temples, mural paintings
and rock art) with a well-
structured plan

for conservation

(pyramid, rock art) with
no conservation plan

(setback in area
of conservation)

Storing and museum

No storing plan

No storing plan

No: no lesson learned
(need to develop

and/or adopt storing
methodology still exists)

Documentation including photography including photography, Yes: use of newest
and detailed drawing detailed drawing, GIS, available technology
documentation satellite imagery

documentation
Publication conferences internet publication — Yes: use of newest

and publications

conducting more
conferences and
publications

available technology
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Local communities No clear plan was No clear plan was No: no lesson learned
(public archaeology, covering all aspects, no covering all aspects, no
social issues) recognition of public recognition of public
archaeology archaeology
Salvage of intangible No clear plan was Plan was conducted for Yes: lesson learned
cultural heritage conducted collecting part of
intangible cultural
heritage
The promotion of the Media momentum Media momentum No: similar solution
idea of rescue campaigns (publicizing the project) introduced

Table 9. Comparison of approaches in the Nubian Campaign and the Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage Project.

In general, there is a visible improvement in many areas between the Nubian Campaign
and MDASP. The progress is especially noticeable in the sophistication of approaches in regards
to recording locations of sites using aerial photographs, map descriptions, photographs, and GPS
coordinates, as well as referring to satellite imagery. In addition, there is a great progress in training
researchers and students in archaeology, especially Sudanese ones, which is manifested in NCAM
gaining more independency in organizing the project and in the involvement of more national
archaeological institutions in rescue work. It has to be emphasized that in the time between the Nubian
Campaign and MDASP the expertise of NCAM’s employees increased and NCAM managed to build
a national team to work on future archaeological rescue projects.

However, the comparative analysis showed that there are still areas, where Sudanese
archaeology could improve when it comes to conducting large-scale rescue projects. The wider,
international context is also changing so it is worth to take it into account for future planning. I will

discuss those issues thoroughly in the next chapter.
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5. Perspectives for the large-scale of archaeological rescue projects
in Sudan

Saving and preserving archaeological heritage is essential to a knowledge of the history
of mankind. In the final part of my research, I would like to introduce new, proposed model for future
rescue projects in Sudan. It will be based on previous chapters describing the results of the analysis
of the Nubian Campaign and the Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage Project, as well as various
sources related to major rescue projects. Another crucial source of information are the results
of the interviews with participants of the rescue works that took place in Sudan. I will also take
into consideration the national and international conventions and legislations related to the large
rescue projects. Moreover, the experience I gained during my study in Europe, that allowed me
the exchange of knowledge with international specialists and fellow researches, will be additional
asset that supplements my perspective. All above mentioned sources serve as basis for creating a new
concept that may contribute to the development of future rescue projects in Sudan and make them
more effective, sufficient and goal-oriented.

The main objective of this chapter is to prepare and list directions for future large
archaeological salvage projects in Sudan. I will present the terms of legislation and assess the impact
of studies, contributors and interviews. Furthermore, 1 will discuss the most efficient methods,
adopted by most experience archaeologists and regional projects’ managers from Europe and North
Africa. Ultimately, I will introduce the effective system of archaeological heritage protection, study

and publication of endangered sites in Sudan.

5.1. Current challenges in the large-scale of archaeological salvage projects

In the 21% century, increasing public interest and involvement in archaeology have ensured
that the relationship between archaeology, heritage and the public have become a separate
and independent discipline. Nowadays, rising of global issues in rescue archaeology are affecting
the way we see and use the past (or rather knowledge about the past). For example, transformation
of the world’s political economy over the past century has endangered many societies, as well as
threatened the tangible and intangible forms of heritage that are important for providing a sense
of place and identity. The study of projects financed by the World Bank in the developing world
has caused displacement of objects and exodus of a large number of people, due to the construction
of dams, urban projects, cultivation and transportation infrastructure projects (Cernea, 1996: 300).

According to the study, in the early 1990s about 300 new high dams (above 15 m) entered

construction each year in the world, displacing about 4 million people. Moreover, urban
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and transportation infrastructure projects initiated each year entailed the displacement
of about 6 million people on average. Consequently, at least 10 million people in both sectors are
displaced by a new set of development programs each year (Cernea, 1996: 300). Many of those people
suffer as their basic human and environmental rights were violated. Ethnic nationalism, globalization,
energy development, urban renewal also threatens the heritage of millions of people.

In general, heritage is associated with power and control over a community’s collective
memory, which revolves around choices about what to preserve and protect from this heritage. There
are many issues that show many complications related to the creation of a diverse and comprehensive
world heritage. Hence, creating a sense of place, while communities, regions and the world become
more homogenized in the new global economy, presents a challenge. The recovery, celebration
and interpretation of the past are necessary components of sustaining identity and creating a sense
of place. The representation and inclusiveness on a global scale are increasingly important issues
that heritage professionals must face. Therefore, an innovative and functioning model for the large
scale of rescue archaeological projects is necessary, as it will help future researchers and decision-
makers to provide a high-level protection to the endangered heritage and will enable to preserve it

for future generations.

5.2. Introduction to the new model for the large scale of rescue archaeological
projects

The proposed new model for the large scale of rescue archaeological projects in Sudan is
constituted of five complementary elements (Fig. 50). It is presumed that the common base for all
actions connected with salvage projects is general legislation: national regulations and international
conventions. The subsequent phases, that have to be undertaken in frames of any project, are: project
preparation, project in progress and post project activities. A separate component is public awareness,
which influences, and should be taken into consideration, especially during phase of preparations
and post project activities. In further divagations of this chapter, detailed and direct recommendation

for each component will be thoroughly described and presented.
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Project preparation:
1) Legislation
2) Impact assessment

Project in progress:
1) Legislation
2) Archaeological survey &

(N&C) : excavations
3) Archaeological data 3) Documentation
base

General legislation:

1) National law (+ discussed
changes)

2) International conventions

Post project activities:
1) Publications

2) Storing materials
3) Conservation

Public awareness:
1) Social issues
2) Museums

3) Public archaeology

2/ <5
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Fig. 50. New model for the large scale of rescue archaeological project

5.3. General legislation in the large-scale of archaeological salvage projects

In this part, I will present the general legislation, that should establish a base for the large-
scale archaeological salvage projects in Sudan. The focus will be laid on Sudanese national law,
especially the role of NCAM, along with the international conventions, that contain universal
guidelines for modern archaeology. It has to be noted, that the Republic of Sudan has ratified a number
of international treaties affecting or relating to culture and heritage. These international treaties are
not constitutional law and currently have no direct force in planning or other approval decisions.
Nevertheless, ratifying or signing international treaties represents a promise on the part of states
to abide by the principles of those treaties. In general, principles that were codified more
than 100 years ago and continue today in World Heritage conventions and recommendations should

be respected.
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5.3.1. National law. The role of NCAM

In 1991 the former Sudan Antiquities Service was restructured and became the National
Corporation for Antiquities and Museums®. According to the Ordinance for the Protection
of Antiquities 1999, Chapter 2., Article 4.2., NCAM is the official government institution responsible
for the protection of heritage and archaeological work in the country, including the World Heritage
sites of Meroe and Jebel Barkal, as well as 16 museums. It is also the administrative institution that is
responsible for the implementation of the terms of national antiquities law. The further responsibilities
of NCAM are: encompassing the regulation of all archaeological surveys, excavations, preservation
and scientific study of Sudan’s archaeological and ethnographical heritage, as well as curation
and presentation in museums. All the obligations were listed in details in Sudanese Ordinance
for the Protection of Antiquities 1999 (Appendix 3).

The National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums contains three main components:

Archaeological Survey, Museum Section, and Laboratory for Conservation and Restoration (Fig. 51).
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Fig. 51. Administrative units of the current organizational structure of NCAM.

There are certainly many recommendations to management plans for large rescue projects
available already, but there is no binding model or index for consulting department for management
plans in NCAM. Therefore, the respective contents should be orientated towards the World Heritage
property and its specific particularities, as well as toward existing laws and procedures at the national

or regional level (Bandarin, 2015: 40).

% Cf. subchapter 2.3. Archaeology in independent Sudan (since 1956).
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The Department of Archaeological Survey (or the fieldwork section) undertakes
archaeological surveys and excavations or rescue excavations as necessary according
to the conditions of various development projects. It supervises fieldwork of national and foreign
missions and guards’ sites containing significant (monumental) remains and those
at which excavations are being undertaken®. This work is carried out by an appointed staff of NCAM
—antiquities officers and inspectors. The sites are guarded by appointed site guards and the Antiquities
and Tourism Police.

The Museum Section is responsible for establishing, managing and developing the museums
sector in Sudan. It is dealing with antiquities in terms of documentation, storage and arranging
exhibitions in various museums. Another responsibility is the administration of regional museums
and the establishment of new museums in all parts of the country. Moreover, it provides service
and technical advice to national institutions for the establishment of specialized museums
and supervises the establishment of internal and external temporary or permanent exhibitions.
Basically, the artifacts from excavations become part of museum’s permanent collection. These
objects may remain in storage for research and study purposes. Further it can be placed on permanent
display, form part of temporary exhibitions within the National Museum or may be allocated
in regional museums within Sudan or lent to museums abroad for temporary exhibitions.

The Laboratory for Conservation and Restoration section is responsible for the conservation
and restoration of movable or immovable antiquities in the whole country. Its cadres also participate
in work with archaeological missions in archaeological fieldwork. Besides, they are taking part
in the continuous monitoring and restoration of monuments at archaeological sites. The section’s
activities are closely integrated with the Museum section, especially when it comes to monitoring
of objects in storages, on display and the conservation of items when required.

The general powers and authority of NCAM can be summarized in administration of Sudanese
antiquities and everything related to it, whether in museums, storerooms, archaeological sites, rescue
excavation, above ground or underground, etc. However, one of the most important parts of NCAM’s
role is dedicated to protection and raising awareness of Sudan’s heritage for the population (NCAM

administrative law of 1991). From the formal point of view NCAM’s structure fulfil the basic needs

% The Department of Archaeological Survey was established as a distinct section of NCAM. It was entrusted with the task
of conducting a complete archaeological research over the whole country. The main goal was to systematically record
and describe all remains (architectural and others) that are either remarkable for their antiquity, or their beauty or their
historical values. The results should be published as scientific reports in the Kush: Journal of the National Corporation
for Antiquities and Museums. The department also grants licenses for the foreign missions to conduct archeological works
after meeting necessary conditions listed in the Antiquities Ordinance 1999, as well as provides necessary information
for foreign archaeological expeditions wishing to obtain a concession for surveying or archaeological excavation
in Sudan, and then follow up the work of these missions to ensure the safety of the methods used in surveying
or excavation, in accordance with the Antiquities Ordinance of 1999.
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to manage future rescue projects — only proper tools are necessary.

It has to be emphasized that The Council of Ministers in Sudan on the 25.02.2007, on its
session No. 8, approved the decree establishing of the General Authority for Antiquities. During
the meeting the reference was made to the powers of the General Corporation for Antiquities
and Museums as the corporation to supervise all antiquities and related matters, including the tasks
of discovery, excavation, maintenance, conservation, preservation, coordinating the activities
of international missions and implementing (predominantly international) rescue projects
as well as the establishment and management of museums. As I mentioned, NCAM is also involved
in the state’s infrastructure projects before they are started. Its role is to identify factors for planned
development, and define how they relate to laws connected with the protection of archaeological
materials and antiquities, as well as with local community’s cultural heritage and the environment.

There are also further national legislations related to the protection and management
of Sudanese cultural heritage, attached to other ministries and institutions in the country, e.g.:

e Documents Act 1982, Amendment 2005;

e Customs Law 1986, Amendment 2010;

e The Antiquities Ordinance of 1999 (currently under amendment);

e Tourism and National Heritage Insurance Police, 2003;

e The Interim National Constitution of 2005 (laws issued under the 2005 constitution remain
in force unless they are amended or repealed);

e Regulation for the development of culture in Sudan for the year 2007 (Ministry of Culture,

Youth and Sports);

e Constitutional Document for the Transitional Period, 2019.

However, one of the most important obstacles in rescue work in Sudan is the establishment
of regional antiquities laws®® which intersects with the National Antiquities Law of NCAM in many
legislations related to regional museums and field work for foreign missions and tourist missions.
It has to be ensured that these legislations will be consistent with the currently National Antiquities

Laws of NCAM for planning rescue archaeological projects.

% According to the Constitution of 2005, each region of Sudan can issue its independent regulations considering heritage
and tourism.
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5.3.2. International conventions

The cultural heritage strongly expresses national identity, which makes humans a group
with their own characteristics that distinguish them from other groups. Damaging the antiquities
of any country is a general harm to the common human heritage of all, and many countries
of the world have sought to provide broad protection for antiquities through the development
of common laws to protect these antiquities, especially from vandalism, wars, illegal trade, etc.
The enactment of international laws enabled reaching this goal, considering that any encroachment
against antiquities is an attack on humanity as a whole. International conventions or agreements
in the field of cultural and archaeological heritage preservation were drafted and adopted, based
on the request of International Member States. The aim was to develop international standards
that could serve as a basis for drawing up national cultural policies and strengthen cooperation among
them.

The archaeological heritage in Sudan represents the regional and international value,
as within its lands ancient civilization had been developing through ages. Therefore, the field
of archaeological work in Sudan is also considered one of the most attractive and active research
opportunities that bring scholars from abroad, as it opens a wide gate for universities, higher
education institutes and museums. The characteristics of cultural heritage, the values associated
with it and subsequent policies for its protection and treatment have been referred to various
international documents — charters. These charters are issued by many governmental
and non-governmental organizations in the field of heritage, such as UNESCO, ICOMY’, ICCROM
and ICOMOS.

Historically, one of the most important agreements concluded by the international community
is the Paris Convention of 1815, which provided the protection of museums and artistic works
of any country. Another important document is the Hague Convention of 1907, which included laws
and customs to protect antiquities during conflict. The artistic property was also protected
under the Geneva Convention of 1949, which prohibited hostilities against antiquities, works of art,
and places of worship that constitute cultural heritage. Further, the Hague Convention of 1954
concerned the development of special provisions for cultural property during armed conflicts.
The international community has tried to conclude many international agreements in order to impose

international protection for antiquities on the shoulders of the parties to the armed conflict in order

9 International Council of Museums (ICOM) is an international organization affiliated with UNESCO, based in Paris.
It was founded in 1946 by experts and museum curators. It currently includes about thirty thousand members of museum
curators and specialists from more than 137 countries around the world. Its aim is to develop museum work and face
the challenges facing workers in this sector (cf. https://icom.museum/en/about-us/missions-and-objectives/
[Access on: 22.11.2023]).
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to limit encroachments on antiquities during armed conflicts and to prevent the use of antiquities
in military operations.

Nowadays, one of the most crucial and still valid agreements is the Venice Charter
for the Conservation and Restoration of Monuments and Sites. It is a set of guidelines, drawn
up in 1964 by a group of conservation professionals in Venice, that provides general principles
and an international framework for the conservation-restoration of cultural heritage, in particular
historic buildings.

Further, in 2003, The General Conference of UNESCO adopted the Convention
for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. Its adoption was a milestone in the evolution
of international policies for promoting cultural diversity. It was the first time when the international
community recognized the need to support cultural manifestations and admitted, that so far they had
not benefited from a large legal and programmatic framework. The first evaluation of the Convention
in the preliminary findings showed that in many countries Government institutions lack the financial
and human resources to successfully implement the Convention. However, understanding
the concepts of the Convention often remains a challenge, both at the Government and community
levels. This is especially evident when it comes to inventorying, design and implementation
of safeguarding measures, cooperation with other States Parties, preparation of nomination files
(both national and multinational), community consultation and participation in all of these areas®.

The recommendations from international conventions, that archaeologists should involve
in planning the large-scale of rescue archaeological project, are summarized by UNESCO
as Recommendation on International Principles Applicable to Archaeological Excavations®.
According to the resolution, the term rescue archaeology refers to archaeologists standing behind
bulldozers and trying to salvage what they can. However, with preventive archaeology, archaeologists
are now in front of the bulldozers. Excavations are integrated within the planning of the entire
development project: they became a part of the project, planned in advance, and therefore will not
disrupt the pace of planned construction (Demoule, 2012: 612). The lesson of international
conventions for the protection of cultural heritage is the moral commitment of states towards human
heritage. This commitment contributes significantly to creating a sound environment
for the development of heritage preventive conservation strategies. It is also an important step
to establish rules for future work in rescue projects to save the archaeological heritage threatened
from destruction and to contribute to the enactment of national laws and legislation that are in line
with the global trend in preserving heritage.

For the future large rescue projects in Sudan it is crucial to ensure that the international laws

9 Cf. https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/Press_Kit_13COM_EN.pdf [Access on 8.06.2023].
9 Records of the General Conference. Resolutions (1956), UNESCO: New Delhi.
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will be officially incorporated into planning. The necessity is the greater, as NCAM is establishing
diplomatic relations due to relationship with the archaeological missions that have continued their
work in Sudan in the field of archaeology since the Nubian Campaign. Currently, the number
increased to more than 30 archaeological missions. Ensuring that universal guidelines are followed
during conducting a large-scale project will strengthen Sudan’s position on the international
archaeology stage and will show that Sudanese archaeology is keeping pace with modern approaches.

Recommendation included in following international treaties must be taken into account

in planning joint rescue projects:

e Convention on the Protection of Natural and Cultural Heritage (1972):

o [Each State Party to this Convention recognizes that the duty of ensuring the identification,
protection, conservation, presentation and transmission to future generations of the cultural
and natural heritage (Art. 4.);

o each State Party to this Convention shall endeavour, in so far as possible, and as appropriate for each
country to develop scientific and technical studies and research and to work out such operating
methods as will make the State capable of counteracting the dangers that threaten its cultural
or natural heritage (Art. 5¢);

o each State Party to this Convention shall endeavour, in so far as possible, and as appropriate for each
country to take the appropriate legal, scientific, technical, administrative and financial measures
necessary for the identification, protection, conservation, presentation and rehabilitation of this
heritage (Art. 5d);

o The States Parties to this Convention recognize that such heritage constitutes a world heritage
for whose protection it is the duty of the international community as a whole to co-operate (Art. 6.2);

e European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage, Valetta (1992):

o The archaeological heritage shall include structures, constructions, groups of buildings, developed
sites, moveable objects, monuments of other kinds as well as their context, whether situated on land
or under water (Article 1.3.);
o Financing of archaeological research and conservation (Article 6): Each Party undertakes:
I) to arrange for public financial support for archaeological research from national, regional
and local authorities in accordance with their respective competence;
II) to increase the material resources for rescue archaeology:
a) by taking suitable measures to ensure that provision is made in major public or private
development schemes for covering, from public sector or private sector resources, as appropriate,
the total costs of any necessary related archaeological operations;
b) by making provision in the budget relating to these schemes in the same way as for the impact
studies necessitated by environmental and regional planning , for preliminary archaeological
study and prospection, for a scientific summary record as well as for the full publication
and recording of the findings;

e (Convention for the Protection of the Architectural Heritage of Europe, Granada (1985);

e Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, UNESCO (2003):

o Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage and sustainable development at the national level (Chap. 6.);

e Charter for the Conservation of Historic Towns and Urban Areas (Washington Charter 1987);
e Charter for the Protection and Management of the Archaeological Heritage (1990);
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e Charter on the Protection and Management of Underwater Cultural Heritage (1996);

¢ International Cultural Tourism Charter (1999);

e [COMOS Charter — Principles for the analysis, conservation and structural restoration
of architectural heritage (2003);

e [COMOS Principles for the preservation and conservation/restoration of wall paintings

(2003).

Aforementioned international conventions emphasize the need of protecting the cultural
heritage of any country and provide detailed and thorough framework for the large scale of rescue
archaeology projects. Any actions taken during such project should reflect premises included in those

documents.

5.4. Preparation of large-scale archaeological salvage projects

This part is dedicated to the preparation stage of large-scale archaeological salvage projects.
Appropriate legislation that should be applied in this step will be discussed. The necessity of creating

archaeological database for the project as well as relevant methods will be presented.

5.4.1. Legislation applied in project preparations

According to the Venice Charter, regarding the protection of archaeological heritage,

in Article 3. Legislation and economy, it is mentioned as follows%:

The protection of the archaeological heritage should be considered as a moral obligation upon all
human beings; it is also a collective public responsibility. This obligation must be acknowledged
through relevant legislation and the provision of adequate funds for the supporting programmes
necessary for effective heritage management.

In regards to the archaeological salvage activates, NCAM usually organizes national
and international campaigns to save the antiquities threatened by the state’s infrastructure projects.
The international support is highly appreciated and needed due to the lack of NCAM’s financial
capabilities and understaffing. In case of small projects, it usually sets up a team consisted
of representatives from three sections: Archaeological Survey, Museums and Conservation
Departments. The team is then assigned to conduct all necessary tasks. However, it has to be
mentioned, that still a lack of communication and cooperation between NCAM and the government

can be observed, especially when it comes to coordinating planned infrastructural development

100 Cf. https://www.icomos.org/imagess/DOCUMENTS/Charters/venice_e.pdf [Access on 2.03.2023].
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projects, with adequate strategies of rescue archaeology. Protection of Sudanese cultural heritage
should be a common objective of the Sudanese nation and it cannot be reached without cooperation
of the administrative party and the NCAM. Therefore, it is crucial to improve the communication
between NCAM and government. Only in this was timely and appropriate preparation and conduction
of rescue archaeological projects can be ensured.

The Antiquities Ordinance of 1999 stipulates in Article 10. 1-2 (Appendix 3) that NCAM
should be involved before embarking on the implementation of development projects in the country.
The developer should pay the cost for excavations, it does not matter public or private (it is often
a private company but it may be also be a state agency that finances or undertakes works affecting
an archaeological site or a monument). The developer is obliged to operate within legal framework
of NCAM. This means that the archaeological entity undertaking the excavation is not free to choose
the excavation object, the extension of investigation or the methods involved in the excavation.
Management planning should focus on values, using them as an explicit basis for decision making.
The decisions about these in general are instead based on cultural heritage management (CHM)
and NCAM’s laws connected with it.

Basically, NCAM gives the investor existing documentation from database archive, however,
they should also discuss with investor what might be the cost of operation, what should be conducted
by archaeological expedition, as well as if an additional survey applying new possible methods
to update information is necessary. This will help NCAM to recognize the existing heritage. It is also
possible to use the advanced experiences that were used in major rescue projects in the region.

Only under such circumstances the NCAM authorities can gather precise data related
to the targeted areas and schedule an effective plan of preserving endangered monuments. In order
to provide the most efficient service, NCAM reaches out to international archaeological community
with call of rescue. This step however is preceded by administrative and political arrangements related
to foreign affairs and diplomatic issues, such as discussing the executive aspects of entry permits,
residence fees and permissions for transportation within the country. Others important issues are
cancelling archaeological research license fees and providing incentives, e.g. granting foreign
missions some discovered archaeological materials for display in the museums of their country
according to the indications of the Antiquities Ordinance of 1999, Article 26. 1, 28. 2-3. Security
aspects and facilities for the missions that may affect extending the time of the project also have to be
discussed.

In conclusion, the project preparation phase should be ideally organized according to national
regulation (The Antiquities Ordinance of 1999). In the first step, the interested party, that is planning
any developmental or infrastructural investment, should contact NCAM and inform them

about planned venture in order to discuss potential risks and draft a rescue archaeological project
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that will precede any endeavours. As the next step, NCAM within its organization and staff should
undertake necessary actions to prepare a rescue plan and, if needed, look out for international support
for the large-scale rescue projects. After all arrangements are made, the rescue work can begin
with the feasibility study — collecting the assessed information about the project, its location,
objectives, implementing agencies and financing. Next steps should include drawing up a work plan,
defining the needs and requirements for the campaign appeal, or starting the fieldwork

under supervision of the NCAM’s cadres (in small rescue projects).

5.4.2. Impact assessment (N&C)

A very important aspect of preparation phase for large-scale rescue project is treating the local
community as a stakeholder. One of the most crucial issues is determining the impact of the project
to inhabitants in the area of archaeological sites. The recommended approach for involving residents
is introducing ‘“notice-and-comment” (N&C) method. The project draft should be presented
and discussed with the local community of endangered area. The feedback of public opinion should
be taken into consideration in order to prepare the final version of the project plan.

Assessing the impact of the project to local community and involving them in the preparation
phase through N&C methodology can lead to many benefits for all interested parties. On the one
hand, it helps the project management to avoid obvious mistakes and unintended errors. On the other
hand, considering inhabitants as valid partner in discussion increases the legitimacy of resulting rules
from the community’s perspective. This results in more sustainable compliance and better cooperation
during the project as the local residents feel that their needs and opinions have been recognized
and appreciate that authorities protect public and private interests:,

However, the risks connected with involving community as stakeholder include their refusal
to cooperate or demanding cancelling the project at all. In this case the responsible body (NCAM
or developer) should introduce mediation measures that would allow to find a compromise

satisfactory for both sides.
5.4.3. Creating digital archaeological database
Nowadays, we can observe a dynamic development of modern tools and methods practiced

in archaeology that can be applied in the preparation phase of the rescue project. This is due, in part,

to the Valletta Convention, as it obliges all signatory states to regulate preventive archaeology in their

101 Cf. https://www.brookings.edu/articles/notice-and-comment-and-business-regulation-in-the-developing-world-the-
promises-and-pitfalls-of-digital-technology/ [Access on 20.11.2023].
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countries. It is concerned in particular with arrangements to be made for co-operation
among archaeologists and regional planners in order to ensure optimum conservation
of archaeological heritage'®?. In Article 3.1.b1% of Valetta Convention it is recommended to use non-
invasive methods for ‘scientific investigation’ as they are quick, reasonable, exhilarating
and extensive, e.g. aerial photography, satellite imagery or precise documentation (geophysical
methods) combined with field walking survey, etc. At the level of ‘rescue’ those methods should play
important role at the stage of preparation. The focus should be laid on quantitative data, lab works
and scientific analysis.

While preparing database for the project, it is favourable to use recently invented tools
and techniques in salvage archaeology projects. Right methods with a good selection of innovative
tools and techniques is an indication for meticulous preservation of the past for the future. Correctly
applied, they can improve the preparation phase of the project. The relevant rescue methods,
recommended for large scale project in Sudan, can be put into following categories: research design,
selecting sites, using technology for documentation, excavation, collecting and ordering artifacts.

A thorough research design is a first and necessary step in order to rescue a site in a sufficient
and effective way. A proper archaeological database is the right tool that will support preparation
of the research design. The main purpose is to track all the possible methods that will help to discover
archaeological sites and artifacts. Next step is determining the archaeological sites and selecting
suitable survey: aerial photographs, satellite imagery, field walking, geophysical methods, etc. It has
to be emphasized, that remains from prehistoric times may contain organic and nonorganic materials
and they can undergo immediate destruction when exposed to atmosphere. Therefore, applying Non-
Destructive Techniques (NDT) like the Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) are potentially the most
suitable methods. The study and analysis of the best methods and techniques, that could be used
in the present and future rescue archaeology in Sudan, shows that the remote sensing can be important
and valuable tool as well.

In conclusion, access to proper archaeological database is a crucial requirement for the project
preparation phase. Charter for the Protection and Management of the Archaeological Heritage

(1990), Art. 41% stipulates that:

102 v/alletta or Malta Convention reflected to the change in the nature of threats to the archaeological heritage, which now
came less from unauthorized excavations, as in the 1960s, and more from the major construction projects carried out all
over Europe from 1980 onwards. It established a body of new basic legal standards for Europe, to be met by national
policies for the protection of archaeological assets as sources of scientific and documentary evidence, in line
with the principles of integrated conservation. It established a body of new basic legal standards for Europe, to be met
by national policies for the protection of archaeological assets as sources of scientific and documentary evidence, in line
with the principles of integrated conservation (cf. https://www.coe.int/en/web/culture-and-heritage/valletta-convention
[Access on: 22.11.2023]).

103 Cf. https://www.coe.int/en/web/culture-and-heritage/valletta-convention [Access on: 22.11.2023].
104 Cf. https://www.icomos.org/imagess/DOCUMENTS/Charters/arch_e.pdf [Access on 02.03.2023].
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The protection of the archaeological heritage must be based upon the fullest possible knowledge of its

extent and nature. [...] inventories [must] constitute primary resource databases for scientific study

and research.

In conclusion, there are at least two levels: 1) the project’s database and 2) the national
database. In the current situation (lack of a suitable database based on spatial technologies — GIS) it
is necessary to build local databases but following current recommendations. In parallel,
the government (NCAM) should work on a “national database” that also follows international
standards (as example can serve National Archaeological Database — NADB)!%. Therefore, it is very
important for future archaeological endeavours in Sudan, that NCAM ensures creation

of the Sudanese national database of the highest quality and easily accessible (digital database).

5.5. Large-scale of archaeological salvage projects in progress

In this part I will focus on projects in progression phase. I will also discuss recommendations
of appropriate legislation that should be applied in this stage. I will mostly emphasize

the recommended methods for archaeological survey, excavations and documentation.

5.5.1. Legislation applied for large-scale archaeological salvage projects in progress

In an attempt to discuss trends that could be proposed as new legislation to regulate
archaeological rescue work in Sudan, it is important to start with the consideration of national
and international cultural heritage legislation as an appropriate context for salvage project.

Although Sudan is considered one of the earliest countries to become a member of UNESCO,
it was very slow in ratifying many international conventions concerned with the protection of cultural
and archaeological heritage. On 13 July 1970 Sudan ratified the first Convention for the Protection
of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict with Regulations for the Execution
of the Convention (the Hague, 14" May 1954). Then, on 6™ June 1974, Convention concerning
the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage was signed by Sudanese authorities (Paris,
16™ November 1972)1%. It was the first international codification of the protection of antiquities.

This agreement sought to identify, protect and transfer antiquities of universal value to the next

105 Cf. https://core.tdar.org/collection/31020/national-archeological-database-nadb [Access on 03.04.2024].

106 Cultural heritage includes man-made structures like palaces, buildings, forts, temples, mosques, tombs, sculptures
and historical places, whereas, natural heritage includes natural features like mountains, forests, deserts, rivers, trees,
plants, animals, etc. According to Article 19.: Any State Party to this Convention may request international assistance
for property forming part of the cultural or natural heritage of outstanding universal value situated within its territory.
Cf. https://whc.unesco.org/en/conventiontext/ [Access on 08.03.2023].
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generations, in accordance with specific conditions and criteria adopted in the principles
of implementation of this agreement'%’. It indicates the need for states to join hands in the protection

of heritage:

[...] However, The States Parties to the Convention, by joining hands to protect and cherish the world’s
natural and cultural heritage, express a shared commitment to preserving our legacy for future generations.

Considering that deterioration or disappearance of any item of the cultural or natural heritage constitutes
a harmful impoverishment of the heritage of all the nations of the world,

Considering that protection of this heritage at the national level often remains incomplete because
of the scale of the resources which it requires and of the insufficient economic, scientific, and technological
resources of the country where the property to be protected is situated [...]*%.

The agreement also provided for the establishment of a fund for the protection of the world
cultural and natural heritage called the “World Heritage Fund”, and the resources of this fund consist
of voluntary and compulsory contributions paid by member states, payments and gifts provided
by other countries or organizations, donations organized for the benefit of the fund.

The Commission ratified the World Heritage Convention, which one of main objectives is
to identify specific cultural or natural heritage sites that will be nominated for inclusion in the World
Heritage List. Being included on this list is considered a factor of progress in protecting the country’s
archaeological heritage. However, to be eligible, cultural heritage must be of ‘Outstanding Universal
Value’, and the qualitative criteria for nomination to the World Heritage List are set
out in the guidelines for the application of the World Heritage Convention (Chapter IIIC, paras. 134-
139)19, Ratification of this Convention by Sudan may greatly assist NCAM in providing
the necessary support for future rescue and preservation projects that threaten its sites, especially
those already registered on the heritage list. It should be noted that Sudan has made progress
in the archaeological heritage preservation program by registering the most important archaeological
sites in the World Heritage List. Moreover, ratification of the Convention provides the opportunity
to exchange scientific advisory expertise with institutes and institutions specialized in heritage
protection.

Sudan also ratified following international agreements: on 7" January 2005 the Convention
on Wetlands of International Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat (Ramsar, 2™ February

1971), on 19" June 2008 — Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

17 Ibid. The Convention on Cultural and Natural Heritage stipulated in Article 8. the establishment
of an intergovernmental committee for the protection of the world cultural and natural heritage at UNESCO called
the “World Heritage Committee.” The World Heritage in Danger list includes the costs of operations necessary to preserve
this heritage, and the committee decides the measures to be taken regarding these requests.

108 Cf. https://whc.unesco.org/en/conventiontext/ [Access on 08.03.2023].

19 Cf. Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention (2023),
https://whc.unesco.org/en/guidelines/ [Access on 25.01.2024].
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(Paris, 17" October 2003), on 19" June 2008 — Convention on the Protection and Promotion
of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions (Paris, 20" October 2005). Finally, in February 2019,
the State Party started the process of ratifying the 1970 Convention, as well as the second protocol
of the Hague Convention. After Sudan ratified these international treaties and agreements, it became
obligated to implement them on the ground by linking them to Sudanese legislation that falls
in the same field with them. Perhaps the ratification of all these treaties did not widely deal
with archaeological rescue work, but they can be directly used in planning future rescue projects,
particularly in the term of local communities, documentation and nominating archaeological sites
for the World Heritage List. It can also be an opportunity to benefit from the expertise and financial
support that can be employed in recording, monitoring and maintaining archaeological sites
threatened by infrastructure projects.

What is more, in regard to archaeological rescue projects, NCAM can benefit from Valletta
Convention (1992), especially since most of the countries that ratified it have missions and treaties
involved in archaeological work in Sudan.

The necessity of adopting and recommending appropriate international legislations
in the large-scale rescue archaeological projects in the progression stage can be derived

from the European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage — Article 611°:

[...]1i. to increase the material resources for rescue archaeology:

a. by taking suitable measures to ensure that provision is made in major public or private
development schemes for covering, from public sector or private sector resources, as appropriate,
the total costs of any necessary related archaeological operations;

b. by making provision in the budget relating to these schemes in the same way as for the impact
studies necessitated by environmental and regional planning precautions, for preliminary
archaeological study and prospection, for a scientific summary record as well as for the full
publication and recording of the findings.

5.5.2. Archaeological surveys & excavations

The archaeological sites in Sudan are discovered by several different methods, among them
the one of most popular is the field-walking survey. Sometimes archaeological materials, that indicate
possible site, are found coincidentally by regular people. Archaeological surveys are usually followed
by excavations, which require accurate specialization. One might assume that the abundance
of archaeological material and documentation was in some way responsible for the development
of new quantitative methods and techniques used in archaeology (Demoule, 2012: 6).

Referring to the Charter for the Protection and Management of the Archaeological Heritage,
adopted and ratified by ICOMOS in Lausanne — Article 4, 5, 15. Survey, Investigation

110 Cf. https://rm.coe.int/168007bd25 [Access on 6.03.2024].
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and Excavation***, NCAM should adopt following recommendations:

Article 4. Survey

The protection of the archaeological heritage must be based upon the fullest possible knowledge of its
extent and nature. General survey of archaeological resources is therefore an essential working tool
in developing strategies for the protection of the archaecological heritage. Consequently, archaeological
survey should be a basic obligation in the protection and management of the archaeological heritage.
At the same time, inventories constitute primary resource databases for scientific study and research.
The compilation of inventories should therefore be regarded as a continuous, dynamic process. It follows
that inventories should comprise information at various levels of significance and reliability, since even
superficial knowledge can form the starting point for protectional measures.

Article 5. Investigation

Archaeological knowledge is based principally on the scientific investigation of the archaeological
heritage. Such investigation embraces the whole range of methods from non-destructive techniques
through sampling to total excavation. It must be an overriding principle that the gathering
of information about the archaeological heritage should not destroy any more archacological evidence
than is necessary for the protectional or scientific objectives of the investigation. Non-destructive
techniques, aerial and ground survey, and sampling should therefore be encouraged wherever possible,
in preference to total excavation. As excavation always implies the necessity of making a selection
of evidence to be documented and preserved at the cost of losing other information and possibly even
the total destruction of the monument, a decision to excavate should only be taken after thorough
consideration. Excavation should be carried out on sites and monuments threatened by development,
land-use change, looting, or natural deterioration. In exceptional cases, unthreatened sites may be
excavated to elucidate research problems or to interpret them more effectively for the purpose
of presenting them to the public. In such cases excavation must be preceded by thorough scientific
evaluation of the significance of the site. Excavation should be partial, leaving a portion un-disturbed
for future research.

Article 15. Excavation
Excavations should be carried out in accordance with scientific standards and the recommendation
defining international principles to be applied in the case of archaeological excavation adopted
by UNESCO in 1956.

Ruins must be maintained and measures necessary for the permanent conservation and protection
of architectural features and of objects discovered must be taken. Furthermore, every means must be
taken to facilitate the understanding of the monument and to reveal it without ever distorting its meaning.

What is more, further recommendations can be found in the new fields developing
within archaeology, such as Excavation Recording Systems (Moullou, Vital, Sylaiou and Ragia,

2024: 114):

Archaeological research relies on excavation as a fundamental process to access and interpret
archaeological material, which serves as a rich source of information about past events and societies.
Excavation is essentially a scientific procedure conducted to retrieve and observe material remains
associated with past human activities. It is a process that involves not only data collection
but also the creation of a detailed record, transforming the excavation site into a valuable information
archive. Despite the destruction of the physical artifacts during excavation, the documentation
and systematic recording of findings are considered essential as the excavation is viewed
as an »unrepeatable experiment«.

11 Cf. https://www.icomos.org/en/participer/179-articles-enfrancais/ressources/charters-and-standards?start=22 [Access
on 6.03.2024].
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Further important step for establishing a modern approach for surveys and excavations

in Sudan would be adopting recommendations from Valletta Convention'?:

Acknowledging that the European archaeological heritage, which provides evidence of ancient history,
is seriously threatened with deterioration because of the increasing number of major planning schemes,
natural risks, clandestine or unscientific excavations and insufficient public awareness;

Article 1

ii. for which excavations or discoveries and other methods of research into mankind and the related
environment are the main sources of information; and

iii. which are located in any area within the jurisdiction of the Parties.

Article 3
To preserve the archaeological heritage and guarantee the scientific significance of archaeological
research work, each Party undertakes:
i. to apply procedures for the authorisation and supervision of excavation and other archacological
activities in such a way as:
a. to prevent any illicit excavation or removal of elements of the archaeological heritage;
b. to ensure that archaeological excavations and prospecting are undertaken in a scientific manner
and provided that:
— non-destructive methods of investigation are applied wherever possible;
— the elements of the archaeological heritage are not uncovered or left exposed during or after
excavation without provision being made for their proper preservation, conservation
and management;
il. to ensure that excavations and other potentially destructive techniques are carried out only
by qualified, specially authorised persons;
iii. to subject to specific prior authorisation, whenever foreseen by the domestic law of the State, the use
of metal detectors and any other detection equipment or process for archacological investigation.

Article 7. For the purpose of facilitating the study of, and dissemination of knowledge about,
archaeological discoveries, each Party undertakes:

i. to make or bring up to date surveys, inventories and maps of archaeological sites in the areas within its
jurisdiction;

ii. to take all practical measures to ensure the drafting, following archaeological operations,
of a publishable scientific summary record before the necessary comprehensive publication
of specialized studies.

Moreover, it would be crucial for NCAM to adopt following recommendation included in Salalah

Guidelines for the Management of Public Archaeological Sites*'®:

1 Management Planning

1.1 Inventory and evaluation

Every effort should be made to employ cost effective, non-intrusive, and non-destructive
technologies for the inventory and evaluation of cultural and natural resources. These technologies
shall include, for example, direct detection of sites and resources or modelling the distribution
of sites and resources.

[...]

112 Cf. https://rm.coe.int/168007bd25 [Access on 06.03.2023].
113 Cf. https://www.icomos.org/images/DOCUMENTS/Charters/GA2017_6-3-3_SalalahGuidelines_EN_adopted-

15122017.pdf [Access on 08.03.2023].
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1.1.1 Cultural resources.

An inventory and evaluation of cultural resources is the first step in establishing the feasibility
of developing a sustainable management system for archaeological sites, features, and landscapes.
The evaluation should address vulnerability and threats as well as importance of cultural resources.

[...]

1.1.3 Infrastructure. As-built surveys and specifications and current conditions of all infrastructure
should be provided, along with known or estimated numbers of users.

Infrastructure includes all buildings, utilities, roads, communication networks, and means of access
and travel.

Apart from direct adoption of recommendations from international charters, NCAM should
also pay attention to the newest technologies. Currently, GIS is considered an essential tool
in archaeology. It is widely used for their ability to store, reference, analyse and visualize spatial
information. This system can accurately identify and map the target area without destruction. Many
of the tasks performed in the post-excavation period are now performed during the excavation,
and GIS in this regard plays an extraordinary role as a data management tool. It also allows rapid
visualizations of spatial data in the process of collection during or after excavations. Therefore, it
would be with advantage for future large-scale archaeological rescue project to seek for possibilities
and areas where GIS can be implemented to make the best use out of this method.

Moreover, we must benefit from the technological development that help to achieve goals
of good preservation in the archaeological heritage (including all steps of the process, starting
from the excavations). Examples of recommended modern methods and approaches
for archaeological survey are aerial photography, satellite imagery and other remote sensing methods.
In terms of using the new technologies in restoring and conservation, 3D scanning and printing can
be recommended. Thanks to these methods the conservators can assess the damage, make
preparational measurements and determine appropriate restoring methods.

It is also possible to benefit from advanced experiences that were already successfully used
in other major rescue projects conducted in the MENA region, such as Mapping Africa’s Endangered
Archaeological Sites and Monuments (MAEASaM) and The Aerial Archaeology in Jordan Project.
In frames of these projects governmental, national databases were created. They based on previous
archaeological experiences and excavation, and what is more — during rescue excavations missions
could immediately add any new information they had just discovered.

The Mapping Africa’s Endangered Archaeological Sites and Monuments — MAEASaM**
started in 2021 in MENA region. The primary objective is to rapidly record and assess the state
of the archaeological landscape in the Middle East and North Africa in order to create an accessible

set of databases, that can be used by national and international heritage professionals.

114 MAEASaM is supported by Arcadia — a charitable fund of Lishet Rausing and Peter Baldwin. Cf. https://maeasam.org/
[Access on 8.07.2023].
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The end-product of the project is Arches Geospatial Database, which is being developed
with project partners and collaborators in Africa and beyond. In particular, it aims to help document
and protect archaeological sites and monuments in Botswana, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mali, Senegal, Sudan,
Tanzania and Zimbabwe, in collaboration with governmental bodies and cultural institutions in these
countries. The goal is to target sites that are most endangered. Next step is planning and implementing
the best solutions to conserve and protect this heritage. The aims and values for this program can be
summarized as follow:

¢ identifying, understanding and monitoring the endangered archaeology of MENA;

e creating a record of sites and monuments for each country in MENA;

e training and empowering heritage defenders in the region;

¢ making information freely accessible;

¢ helping to protect and conserve MENA’s archaeological heritage;

e raising awareness and encourage informed debate;

e creating networks and sharing knowledge, within MENA and abroad;

e assisting customs and law enforcement agencies tackling looting and the illegal trade
in antiquities!®®.

Another project, funded by the British Council, is Green Heritage Project. In its framework,
a different approach had been taken. Looking to the past through the future, this concept was
reformulated from an archaeological heritage management perspective, initially looking at rates
of environmental, political and economic change over the past thirty years in Sudan!®.

These projects can serve as an inspiration and role model for NCAM how to conduct similar
projects in the future. It should be aspiration for what should be done in the future similar projects
conducted in Sudan. Following the example of planning the project, structuring database
and choosing most effective methods and approaches, Sudan can ensure to prepare and manage future
projects in modern and professional way.

Currently, an understanding of the urgent need for professional expertise in the field of salvage
archaeology at NCAM is growing. This is mostly due to the growing circumstance that threatens
antiquities in the country. Therefore, my recommendation for improving NCAM’s competences
in the topic of surveys and fieldwork are following:

e adopt the approaches and strategies described in international charters;

e seek wider for possibilities to implement GIS technologys;

e increase use of modern technologies such as: aerial photography, satellite imagery,

115 https://eamena.org/background-and-aims [Access on 25.02.2023].
116 Source: NCAM internal committee projects report, 2019.
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geophysical methods, 3D scanning and printing;

e follow the models and standards implemented in international projects already conducted

in MENA region.

Therefore, two recommendations can be formulated for NCAM. First of all, they should take
care of getting access to these databases, as they already include data regarding Sudan. Second of all,
NCAM should lay the groundworks for creation of similar database by their own. In the latter case
NCAM could use experience in both areas: data collection that the project obtained or the approaches

applied for managing database for planning new projects.

5.5.3. Documentation

A very important issue connected with conducting large-scale archaeological rescue project
is documentation. Merriman (2010: 271) mentioned that:

If the records of excavations cannot be adequately cared for, then the rationale of preservation

»by record« is challenged. It is argued that the way forward must be to achieve improved resourcing

for this role.

In current and future archaeology studies the focus should be lied on developing
methodologies for rescue field works in the aspect of data recording and accurate documentation,
especially with use of modern technologies. Methods and techniques of archaeological
documentation are selected to obtain the required information. The chosen method must be the most
effective, least destructive, most efficient and economical. Hence, digital technologies’ combined
within GIS, e.g. application of GPS recording, photogrammetry etc., should be applied (Drzewiecki
et al., 2020: 235¢1). This should be preferred whenever appropriate, and focus should be laid on clearly
defined goals. In other words, such methods and techniques should be selected, that can provide
the best results in given case. It should be also possible to verify the obtained information if necessary.
It is also important to evaluate gathered data in terms of objectives stated in the research. In this way
we can assess the utility of the selected method. If gained results are not satisfactory, it is worth to try
another approach, so that in the future the rescue efforts can be adjusted accordingly

Referring to the recommendations on international principles applicable to archaeological
excavations (UNESCO, 1956)!'7, the standard of archaeological scientific documentation can be
referred to the process of obtaining, recording and documenting all the available information that are
related to the archaeological materials, including its natural characteristics, history, description

and dimensions, forms of decorations it contains, damages or problems as well as the appropriate

17 Cf. https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000263687?posInSet=1&queryld=N-EXPLORE-2a0affc2-75c2-4a7d-
bd78-0623a205cac2 [Access on 10.03.2023].
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solutions for rescuing or reconstructing. Furthermore, archaeological documentation files often
include recording of the current state of antiquities (whether immovable or movable), architectural
information, digital photography or line drawing. Documentation work has to be carried
out by specialists, committee or mission consisted of a group of experts who have experience
in the field of heritage preservation, for example: archaeologists, anthropologists, conservators,
museum curators, engineers, technicians, photographers, painters, etc.

Currently, the digital documentation in rescue archaeology is one of the most necessary tools
that include data connected to sites, regions, buildings and artifacts. Information should be stored
in digital databases, because they are more accessible and occupy less space than traditional paper-
based registration systems. It has to be emphasized, that it is necessary to prepare copies for digital
storage backup. It facilitates the storage of information in an orderly and organized manner
and accelerates the search for specific information. Cultural heritage sites are vulnerable and directly
exposed to the constant threat of natural disasters, climate change and man-made actions, especially
infrastructure projects. The protection of heritage sites is important and necessary due to their role
in society in terms of preserving objects, values, and the entire cultural and archaeological heritage
for future generations, allowing for representation and interpretation. The documentation methods
referred to above produce a large amount of three-dimensional, pictorial, textual and numeric digital
data. This data can be processed to generate different types of outputs that can be used to represent
and analyse cultural heritage site®,

Nowadays, when the paper-based system is still in use in NCAM, the loss of archaeological
materials or records of museums can result in a real disaster, as it would be difficult to recover the lost
antiquities or information. Thorough the history we witnessed looting and plundering of museums
(especially during various wars) that resulted in loss of the antiquities and destroying documentation.
Therefore, the process of post-excavation archaeological documentation represents one of the most
important primary procedures in the system of preserving and sustaining cultural heritage, as it has
been subjected to devastation, destruction, damage or extinction as a result of some political or natural
changes. Remote sensing methods are often the only way to recover what’s left without destruction,
as it is the only remaining reference for the destroyed antiquities e.g. the project of large-scale
geophysical prospection of archaeological site of Soba East (cf. Ryndziewicz, 2020: 8ff).

The digital documentation system facilitates the exchange of archaeological and historical
data between different departments, researchers or government institutions. This is another reason
why integration of paper and digital recording and documentation is necessary. Hence, it is crucial

to make digital documentation standard in Sudanese archaeology to improve the efficiency

118 Cf. https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2212054822000017 [Access on 3.03.2024].
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and simplify the access to the gathered data for future use.

The biggest challenge connected with implementation of digital documentation in the field
of archaeological heritage in Sudan is the lack of technical, financial and administrative support.
Currently, the first steps towards modernization of NCAM have been undertaken — the archive
in NCAM has been re-established with the aim of modernization and supporting the interdisciplinary
archaeological, ethno-archaeological or historical research. It has been one of the most crucial
projects conducted for rescue archaeology in Sudan and concerns the Heritage Registry & Archive
Unit, that takes care of archaeological and ethno-archaeological documentation. The project
developed as a result of the measures taken by NCAM for introducing digital transformation and is
carried out in coordination and cooperation with a number of governmental and foreigner institutions,
such as the German Archaeological Institute and the British Council (Sudan Memory Project)!®.
The goal is to initiate the establishment of a central database for recording and documenting artifacts,
as well as to digitalize and link all available materials (whether those displayed in museums
or exhibitions). What is more, this project works to provide the necessary information for current
and future rescue undertakings, especially with regard to large development projects.

Furthermore, all relevant documentation literature related to archaeological sites should be
collected, catalogued, and made available to researchers and interested parties. The statement
of importance must also take this matter into account. If this is not done, this omission should be
corrected as a matter of urgency.

The recommended solutions for improving documentation process, connected with activities
of both: Sudanese and foreign missions within large-scale archaeological salvage projects, are
following:

e Dboth: Sudanese and foreign missions should submit reports that summarize the objectives,
methods, techniques, and documentation activities; it should also include the information
about repository of the materials, so in case of further research they can be accessed easily;

e the data should be accessible to broad range of users, including appropriate institutions,
the professional community and the general public (the public may also benefit from this
knowledge);

e the disseminating of information must be carefully balanced, sensitive information has
to be protected. Its disclosure might result in damage to property or antiquities;

e adequate organizational arrangements have to be made for the preservation of artifacts,
along with samples and records resulting from the investigation to ensure that these

materials are available for future use;

119 Cf. https://www.sudanmemory.org [Access on 31.03.2024].
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e supporting the expertise and competencies required in NCAM to fill the shortage
in the field of digital documentation (training of staff in regards to digital documentation;

obtaining funds for implementing new solutions).

In conclusion, the development of digital documentation technology is the highest priority.
It is recommended, because it could be a chance for better documentation records of many

archaeological sites and materials in the states and regional museums of NCAM.

5.6. Post-project activities

In this part I will focus on the activities in the post-project stage of large-scale archaeological
salvage programs. I will discuss the issues of publications of results as well as conservation
and storing of archaeological materials. Moreover, I will present direct recommendations connected

with the aforementioned topics.

5.6.1. Publications

European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (Valetta, 16.1.1992)

touches upon the issue of publication in Articles 7 and 8. Collection and dissemination of scientific

information?:

Article 7

For the purpose of facilitating the study of, and dissemination of knowledge about, archaeological
discoveries, each Party undertakes:

I) to make or bring up to date surveys, inventories and maps of archaeological sites in the areas
within its jurisdiction;

IT) to take all practical measures to ensure the drafting, following archaeological operations,
of a publishable scientific summary record before the necessary comprehensive publication
of specialized studies.

Article 8

I) to facilitate the national and international exchange of elements of the archaeological heritage
for professional scientific purposes while taking appropriate steps to ensure that such circulation
in no way prejudices the cultural and scientific value of those elements;

IT) pooling of information on archaeological research and excavations in progress and contributing
to the organization of international research programmes.

According to this recommendations, NCAM, along with foreign missions, should work together

on preparing publications that would contribute to broadening the knowledge about Sudan

120 Cf. https://rm.coe.int/168007bd25 [Access on 2.03.2023].
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within the international archaeology community and discourse.

The primary publication and documentation aspect of archaeological rescue fieldworks
in Sudan focuses on fieldwork reports, most of which review nature of the fieldwork
and the circumstances surrounding it. The topics of interest include also archaeological discoveries
and materials with implicit references to the tools and devices used, but without going into details
of the methods that were applied and the challenges or difficulties that accompanied the completion
of this work. The reason why reports published by foreign scholars do not contain specific details is
connected with permissions given to the foreign missions. Namely, they have the right to keep
archaeological materials for ten years in order to conduct research and gather data. In this way
the publications of results are usually delayed (it can take up to ten years) and do not contain
a comprehensive description of the work conducted. Therefore, this regulation should be revised
and adjusted in order to accelerate the time of publishing of articles that include up-to-date results
and discoveries.

The overview below shows selected national and international journals that currently publish
results of fieldworks in Sudan. The selection based on a subjective assessment of the importance
of presented papers for scholars working in Sudanese archaeological field. It has to be emphasized
that the list serves only as general overview of current publishing possibilities for researchers.

The national, scientific journal, published by NCAM, is entitled Kush. It has been issued
since 1954. This journal publishes the scientific research related to the archaeology of Sudan and its
ancient history. It has gained international fame and is one of the most distinguished scientific
journals in the field of archaeology in Sudan (Al-Nour, 1990: 18).

Furthermore, the publications of Sudan Archaeological Research Society (SARS, established
in 1997) has to be mentioned. Firstly, they are responsible for the annual journal Sudan & Nubia.
Secondly, they publish in cooperation with SFDAS (French archaeological unit in NCAM)
the collection of Sudan Archaeological Research Society Publication. It is a numbered book series
containing reports from the fieldworks conducted by SARS.

Another important publication connected to archaeology in Sudan is Sudanese open access
journal Arkamani, established in 2001 by Arkamani.net (previously Arkamani.org)'?* and edited
by Osama Abdel Rahman Al-Nour (NCAM former director). The objective of this journal is to assist
Sudanese students who are studying history, archaeology, anthropology and sociology to follow
up with the results of the previous and current fieldworks, which are no longer accessible due
to the present state of poverty-stricken universities and official libraries. It also gives an opportunity

to publish papers in archaeology and anthropology in Sudan in both Arabic and English.

121 Due to current situation in Sudan access to the website can be temporarily limited.
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A Journal of Nubian Studies (Dotawo), established 2017, is also a noticeable periodical. It
was established as a platform where the old meets the new. There are papers published that dealt
with archaeological, papyrological and philological research into Meroitic, Old Nubian, Coptic,
Greek, and Arabic sources. It confronts also ongoing investigations in modern anthropology,
ethnography, Nilo-Saharan linguistics, as well as critical and theoretical approaches present in post-
colonial and African studies. It brings various disciplines together, opening a cross-cultural
and diachronic field where divergent approaches meet on common ground.

Moreover, The Journal of African Archaeology has to be mentioned. It is an international peer-
reviewed periodical academic journal. It publishes original papers addressing recent research
and developments in archaeological studies on Africa. It was established by Sonja Magnavita in 2003.

What is more, there are daily newspapers'??

that are active in publishing topics related
to antiquities when some infringements occur, such as: theft of antiquities, encroachment
of archaeological sites by expanding agricultural and urban projects or encroachment by local
inhabitants, which has become the main threat to archaeological sites in Sudan. Additionally, there
are some articles shared on social networking sites, which relate most to the historical and descriptive
aspect of Sudanese civilization.

The abovementioned list uncovers the imbalance among Sudanese and international
publication possibilities. The root cause of this problems lays in issues such as: the inequality
of education and career opportunities for graduates in field of archaeology, the lack of sufficient
experience with modern technologies related to scientific research, limited access to the literature
especially in Arabic language, equipment and skills necessary to master advanced techniques
for recording and analysing data and publishing research results. Furthermore, Arabic is not a widely
recognized language in the international discourse on the subject. It has to be noted that Western
practitioners in this field cannot read and write in Arabic, as sufficiency in Arabic language is not
a requirement in Western curricula to train future archaeologists to work in the Middle East region.
Therefore, it would be recommended to implement training programs (bi-lingual publications
in English and Arabic languages, academic writing, use of advanced technology/devices, etc.)
dedicated to development of NCAM employees and Sudanese archaeologists. A further solution
would be drafting a global campaign among research to raise awareness about the importance
of Arabic language in regard to conducting study in the region.

Another important recommendation in the topic of publications is to increase interest
in supporting the development of archaeological documentation in the direction of digitization. It has

to be mentioned that currently the task of NCAM is to publish the result of archaeological excavations

122 £ g.: www.alrakoba.net [Access on 18.02.2023]; www.independentarabia.com [Access on 18.02.2023]; www.suna-
news.net [Access on 18.02.2023].
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and fieldworks in the form of paper books or periodicals. They also issue booklets that present various
archaeological topics in a simplified way. There are also collections of articles published that present
results of workshops held at different institutions — universities, regional museums, which brought
together Sudanese archaeology scholars, from architecture to iron production through pottery
and textile industry*?®. It would be recommended for NCAM to move forward into the direction
of academic on-line publications, which will allow them to keep pace with the modernization
in the publishing world. It is also an opportunity to make financial savings, as the cost of digital
publication is much lower than the paper one.

It has to be noted that on-line publications (especially in open-access format) accelerate
the exchange of knowledge within the archaeology community. The journals listed above are also
available on-line. They were digitalized as a solution to fill the void in Sudan’s archaeological
resources. Most of them have free access and were created by archaeological community
from different institutions that work or are interested in Sudanese archaeological heritage. However,
still the most common language for publishing is English.

The on-line journals contain a lot of interesting information about recent archaeological
fieldwork in Sudan, including many articles on recently undertaken surveys and excavations,
which constructs another argument in favour of digital publishing. It is an ideal way to keep abreast
of current archaeological activities in the country and is profusely illustrated with colour photographs,
maps and line drawings with limited financial effort.

To sum up, the recommended solutions for improving publications connected with large-scale
archaeological salvage projects are following:

e NCAM should work closely with foreign missions on preparing publications to broaden
the knowledge about Sudan within the international archaeology community and discourse;

e revise and adjust the timeframe for publishing of results to max. 5 years after completing
the work to keep the flow of the information up to date;

e organize training programs (English language, academic writing, use of advanced
technology/devices, etc.) dedicated to development of NCAM employees and Sudanese
archaeologists to increase the number of publications of Sudanese researchers;

e raise awareness about the importance of Arabic language in regard to conducting study
in the region;

o digitalize the publications.

123 Cf. https://www.iccrom.org/news/community-museums-western-sudan-workshops [Access on 31.03.2024].
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5.6.2. Conservation

The heritage conservation is a multidisciplinary activity. However, the conservation
of tangible archaeological heritage (objects or buildings) is strongly focused on materials and their
treatment. The term structures or building refers in archaeology to architectural elements that are not
portable, ordinarily made of durable materials such as soil, stone, or wood and other. The forms
in which such structures are found range from land-levelling bedrock levels to walls, floors, houses,
or even monumental buildings such as temples, pyramids, etc. This archaeological material always
poses a great challenge in salvage work, as it is difficult to transport, which makes it vulnerable
to damage and loss. It needs the availability of many factors to transfer it, represented in financial
funding, specialized experts with experience, etc. Therefore, a solid plan should be developed
to avoid such challenges.

Conservation work is the action taken to prevent decay and manage change in archaeological
materials dynamically. It embraces all acts that prolong the life of these materials’ cultural heritage
(Feilden, 2003: 215). The former director of ICCROM Bernard M. Feilden (2003: 215) defined

objective of conservation as follows:

[...] the fundamental purpose of conservation is to ensure the transmission of our cultural heritage

to those who follow us, its significant messages intact and accessible to the greatest degree possible.

The base for optimal managing the conservation issue in Sudan is to be found in international
conventions. NCAM can rely on the guidance mentioned in the Venice Charter'?* (1964) in planning

future rescue projects in Sudan, which indicates:

It is essential that the principles guiding the preservation and restoration of ancient buildings should
be agreed and be laid down on an international basis, with each country being responsible for applying

the plan within the framework of its own culture and traditions.

Detailed recommendations can be found in Articles 4 and 16 of the Charter'%:

Article 4. It is essential to the conservation of monuments that they be maintained on a permanent
basis

[...]

Article 16. In all works of preservation, restoration or excavation, there should always be precise
documentation in the form of analytical and critical reports, illustrated with drawings and photographs.

124 The Venice Charter, or officially the International Charter for the Conservation and Restoration of Monuments
and Sites, signed in 1964, led to the creation in 1965, in Warsaw, of the International Council on Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOS) (ICOMOS 1965). Cf. https://www.icomos.org/images/DOCUMENTS/Charters/venice e.pdf [Access
on 2.03.2023].

125 | bid.
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Every stage of the work of clearing, consolidation, rearrangement and integration, as well as technical
and formal features identified during the course of the work, should be included. This record should
be placed in the archives of a public institution and made available to research workers. It is
recommended that the report should be published.

Further guidelines for obtaining successful conservation management in Sudanese
archaeology can be found in The Charter of the Protection and Management of the Archaeological
Heritage — Maintenance and Conservation (1990)*2°:

Article 6

The overall objective of archaeological heritage management should be the preservation

of monuments and sites in situ, including proper long-term conservation and curation of all related

records and collections etc. Any transfer of elements of the heritage to new locations represents

a violation of the principle of preserving the heritage in its original context. This principle stresses

the need for proper maintenance, conservation and management. It also asserts the principle

that the archaeological heritage should not be exposed by excavation or left exposed after excavation

if provision for its proper maintenance and management after excavation cannot be guaranteed.

In case of Sudanese archacology, conservation and restoration work in NCAM is related
to the competence of Conservation Department, which generally focuses on monitoring the extent
of changes and deterioration that have occurred to the archaeological resources in Sudan. They are
responsible for carrying out the necessary conservation and restoration works according
to the abilities and capabilities of the institution. In addition, they participate in archaeological
expeditions that undertake restoration work in the archaeological sites — they send the government
bodies and the conservators who have been given the charges and tasks for recording and managing
different archaeological resources in Sudan. In order to facilitate the supervision of conservation
in the fieldwork, NCAM should prepare guidelines for national and international missions to deal
with archaeological materials in a proper way. The basis for the recommendations should be national
law and international conventions.

The future of the restorations work in NCAM is closely related to the archaeological rescue
projects. The main challenge of Sudan’s archacological heritage management is the preservation
and protection of archaeological resources, buildings and materials, thus laying out a solid plan for its
preventive conservation is crucial. The first step should be gathering knowledge about the sites
considered to be rescued. It will help the researchers to anticipate what kind of material can be
encountered and to prepare beforehand adequate conservation methods and equipment
for the materials that are to be salvaged. The better we know heritage places, the more we value them.
After gaining the material, the next step should be preparing conditional report (understanding
the status of the material). In archaeology, the lack of recording of the archaeological resources is

considered to be equivalent to the destruction of discovered remains, and it is evident

126 Cf, https://www.icomos.org/imagess/DOCUMENTS/Charters/arch_e.pdf [Access on 02.03.2023].
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that the significance of an excavated site depends largely on the quality of documented knowledge.
The last step should be determining final tools and methods to carry out the restoration works.

Another solution for conservation management in Sudan would be prevention of deterioration
or indirect conservation. This would be the right direction for facing NCAM’s conservation issues. It
deals directly with cultural property and aims to preserve it in its present condition. It is the process
of extending the life of the archaeological site and archaeological materials.

NCAM should adopt the new approaches to the conservation and management
of archaeological sites and resources that are used in modern archaeology. They should consider
the complexity of the social context associated with the range of values and rights involved
in decision-making related to heritage conservation and take it into account. Technological, scientific
and traditional methods to document and sustain archaeological heritage should be also incorporated.
Applying the inspection and documentation approaches would protect the archaeological sites
or cultural property by controlling the environment around them, and thus preventing the activation
of damage factors through continuous periodic monitoring and maintenance.

Further solution for enhancing conservation methodology adopted by NCAM, and therefore
improvement of the conditions of Sudanese antiquities, is implementing conservation in-situ as soon
as possible. It is important to preserve the archaeological material, especially the non-tangible ones,

in their original conditions (Merriman, 2010: 274):

The conservation philosophy of in situ preservation is relatively straightforward: by protecting the site
from depredation, it is preserved for future generations. Increasingly around the world archaeological
resource management philosophy is seeing the option of preserving sites in situ as the preferred

mitigation strategy in the face of development pressures

The value of in-situ conservation has been already proven during the Nubian Campaign,
when the antiquities were transferred to Khartoum National Museum and they faced the deterioration
due to change of climate and environment, whereas the Abu Simbel temple, that was conserved using
in-situ method, has been well preserved.

Another important issue connected with conservation is examination and documentation
of materials. These processes are two complementary steps, and according to international
conventions in the field of preservation, they are considered one of the most important steps
in the process of preserving archaeological heritage. It helps to understand archaeological resources
and their cultural values, as well as to identify conditions of the archaeological materials
and the problems it faces. It assists in the decision-making process and the selection of appropriate
interventions and correct methods of restoration and maintenance. It also helps to easily display

information to visitors and promote the archaeological sites and facilitate researchers to obtain
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information. The research and investigation are used to describe a variety of activities aimed
at the acquisition of information pertinent to increasing knowledge of the current state
of archaeological heritage. Recording is an essential component of research and investigation at each
step and at each level of the conservation process.

There is a close link between museum and the archaeological rescue projects, represented
in the basic plan for the archaeological rescue operation. Archaeological materials cannot be
preserved without considering their preservation and continuity of survival, and then making them
available to researchers, scholars, and the public. Therefore, museums have to be properly equipped
in order to be able to receive materials rescued from archaeological rescue projects. Equipping
museums in an advanced way (optical microscopy, X-ray fluorescence spectroscopy, scanning
electron microscope) would enable preserving archaeological material. It is an imperative that must
be given priority in archaeological rescue operations (Interview No. 3). In order to ensure the high-
quality preservation of antiquities, museums should cooperate closely also with the NCAM
Conservation Department to follow the newest methodologies, approaches and techniques in this
regard.

A further important aspect is creating a conservation database for conservation and restoration
work. New technologies, such as digital databases, help to manage information efficiently and enable
integration of complex and highly diversified data. Recording, documenting, and managing
the information of archaeological sites and materials should be not only an integral part of every
conservation project, but also an activity that continues long after the intervention is completed. It is
the basis for the monitoring, management, and routine maintenance of sites (Letellier, 2007: vii).
This kind of database would also be an excellent tool for drafting and preparing a management plan
for archaeological sites and materials in Sudan for the future research and salvage projects.

A very important step for NCAM would be tightening the relationship with UNESCO
and following the UNESCO approach. The UNESCO World Heritage Convention has become one
of the most successful UN instruments for promoting cultural diplomacy and dialogue on cultural
heritage preservation (Cave and Negussie, 2017: 1). The need for joint international action to conserve
and manage cultural resources appears to be more plausible than ever before, as evidenced
by the evolution of theory and practice in World Heritage conservation and more broadly
in the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development*?’. As Christos Doumas (1998: 6)
points out, the philosophy of site preservation should be clearly defined and understood so that public
policy aims at both: safeguarding of cultural heritage and protecting society from pointless effort

and expense. Moreover, NCAM should make an effort to include more of Sudanese archaeological

127 Cf. https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda [Access on 12.05.2024].
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sites in the UNESCO World Heritage List (so far there are only 2 UNESCO World Heritage Cultural
Sites in Sudan). When a site is inscribed on the World Heritage List, it is recognized as having
outstanding universal value, being one of about 500 such sites in the whole world (Feilden
and Jokilehto, 1998: x).

The new strategy to improve the management and preservation of archaeological heritage
in NCAM must be in line with the current development of planning strategies for large-scale project,
including conservation and maintenance procedures, where recording has become one of the key
activities in conservation management of movable and immovable cultural heritage. The idea
that economic development must be accountable and non-intrusive, and that progress cannot be
achieved without accountability, must be respected. Therefore, a preservation policy must be prepared
in advance in the form of archaeological rescue projects, as a strategy for implementing preservation
work is prepared in consultation with the parties participating in the project. The conservation policy
should identify a management structure through which the conservation policy is capable of being
implemented. In developing a conservation policy for large rescue project is necessary to assess all
the information relevant to the future care of archaeological materials. The strategy may include
information about:

e the management structure;

e the financial resources to be used;

e the technical and other staff to be involved;

e the sequence of events;

e the timing of events;

e the necessary materials and equipment;

e the restoration work decisions;

e the training and skills development;

e the documentation and dissemination of results;

e the future monitoring and treatment;

e the means of providing security and regular maintenance.

The strategy must also allow the implementation of the conservation policy under changing
circumstances.

In conclusion, in order to enhance the conservation management for large-scale rescue
projects in Sudan, the following recommendations should be considered:

e NCAM should prepare guidelines for national and international missions to deal

with archaeological materials in a proper way;

e drafting a solid plan preventive conservation;
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e implementing prevention of deterioration or indirect conservation when needed;

e adopting the new approaches to the conservation and management of archaeological sites
and resource used in modern archaeology;

e taking into account the social context of conservation;

e conducting thorough examination and documentation of archaeological materials
and creating a digital database for conservation;

e tightening the relationship with UNESCO in order to increase the number of UNESCO
World Heritage Sites in Sudan.

5.6.3. Storing

Another important issue is archaeological storage domain, however not a lot of attention have
been paid to storing within the international discourse. The Recommendation on International
Principles applicable to Archaeological Excavations adopted by UNESCO General Conference at its
Ninth Session, New Delhi, 5 December 1956, includes one of very few implications to the matter
of storing (Price 1995: 11):

d) take the necessary measures for adequate, safe and secure storage facilities for archaeological finds

to avoid the loss and deterioration of scientific and cultural evidence, thus causing possible illicit
traffic.

While many practical and technical guides for museum storage have been published

for decades?®

, the storing of archaeological resources is one of the biggest challenges for Sudan.
The system of metal container storage in NCAM, that is currently in use, started within the beginning
of rescue work in the Merowe Dam project.

It is critical to be aware of the needs of objects and the historic structure in which they are
housed in order to avoid damage. However, storage also requires specific safeguards to protect
collection. The building should also be constantly and regularly monitored in frames of construction
supervision.

Storing archaeological artifacts certainly needs a distinct building and certain methods,
as well as specific storage is required to ensure good preservation of these antiquities and prevent
them from damage. Definitely for the future large-scale project a new, modern storage, that would be

constructed according to the current methodology and technology, is necessary.

There are some other factors to consider, especially regarding site requirements, layout

128 E g. books from the UNESCO Collection: Cultural Heritage Protection Handbook (cf. Biasotti and Migliorati (2006);
Paolini, Stiff and Migliorati (2007).
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and structural features of storage space, while planning the strategy for modern storing, for example:
when long-term preservation is the only solution, a museum storage facility is preferable to on-site
storage in a structure that lacks adequate environmental, security, or other control.

The proper microclimate for archaeological material preservation is one of the factors
that should be taken into account. It can be achieved through housing objects in a well-sealed,
gasketed cabinet. It is an effective way to create a stable microclimate within a larger storage space
that may be prone to relative humidity and temperature fluctuations. There are several methods
that can be used to reduce deterioration factors. For instance, using containers combined with the use
of moisture-protected substances (e.g. silica gel) can further deter damaging fluctuations in relative
humidity. It may also contribute significantly to light levels, whether visible or ultraviolet, easily
being blocked in the storage spaces without damaging the components of the historical building.
Additional conservation can be provided by the availability of a UV filter film and shutters or heavy
curtains to provide a sustainable method of controlling light and minimizing temperature and relative
humidity (RH) extremes and fluctuations.

There are many different storage methods used for protecting artifacts, however, to choose
an adequate in the given case, several factors must be taken into account, such as: the nature
of the climate, the purity of air and the nature of the collectibles. Since the collections have to be
thoroughly researched, studied and tested, they should be stored in a way that makes them easy
to access without causing any damage to them or others. In order to facilitate the process, the materials
should be separated according to the nature and type of each artifact. Organic materials should also be
kept away from natural light sources, i.e. from storage rooms that have windows overlooking
the outside, and spaces should be left between artifacts to facilitate the passage of air and prevent it
from stagnating.

The collected objects should be also appropriately registered, because when such records are
easily available, then staff can find given artifacts quicker and work with them accordingly. The main
responsibility of museum curators is to record and register arrived objects in the registration index.
This proves the ownership of an object as well as records the condition and processing, including
recommendation treatment reports and location. Recording condition assessments of museum
artifacts in storage rooms is one of the most important works for the museum staff. They have
to observe the extent of changes and deterioration that the material underwent. The condition
of the object can be recorded in the museum’s catalogue or database. It is worth updating the record
if any alterations to the object’s storage conditions are required. Nevertheless, when findings arrive
at NCAM storage, they must all be recorded in the storage register and cards should be placed
on them, in which all the information related to them is noted, such as: the inventory number, date

of entry, nature of the object, type of material, source of the object, dimensions, a brief description

216



and the date of arrival. There should be two copies of the note — one should be attached to the object

in the storage room and the other should be kept by the curator. The inventory number must be also

recorded on the object itself so that if the object or card is lost, they can be easily identified.

Therefore, recommended storage management solution for future large-scale projects

in Sudan would be moving collections to more environmentally secure off-site storage. This can

greatly enhance their long-term preservation. On the other hand, it makes collections less accessible

to staff and visitors on-site. Following solutions should be also considered and carefully weighed:

long-term preservation of the object and structure;

improving the accessibility of collections for interpretive or program needs;

implementing multiple strategies by museums curators to make storage visible (creating a new
visible storage area, which will give people an idea of what storage looks like and what is
in there);

making visible storage areas and curatorial practices, such as conservation work and scholars
study section;

choosing the right team to consult with in case of contemplating construction or planning
a new storage space, renovation or upgrade;

construct special outer enclosures or boxes to house materials separately from other
collections and to protect against pest infestations;

developing storage planning documents (the museum curators should create updating
planning documents for the collection storage space);

ensuring that only organic materials touch the items by choosing the possible methods to avoid
direct contact with artifacts by using foams, acid free tissue, paper or unbleached muslin;
keeping artifacts in different depositories, ranging from open-rack storage to high-security
vaults;

calibrating each depot’s climate control to suit the particular material such as mural paintings,
textiles, metalwork etc. that is kept within it;

giving half of the space to state-of-the-artifacts conservation laboratories, which preserve

and restore the objects in the museum’s collection.

5.7. Public awareness

The lack of public awareness in regards to the importance of archaeological sites

and the deteriorating economic situation of many residents living in and around these sites constitute

a major challenge in saving endangered antiquities. It is clear that the circle of challenges,
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that the archaeological heritage in Sudan has to face, has expanded in the past two decades. This is
mainly due to the increase in infrastructure projects, especially the construction of dams. However,
as number of threats to archaeological sites in Sudan increases, new approaches must be developed
that focus more on public participation. This form of collaborative work is based on the well-
established principles of public participation in protecting archaeological heritage threatened
by destruction, which applies to the adaptation of reconstruction project plans and management
of the country’s archaeological heritage.

Therefore, it is necessary to plan large-scale archaeology rescue project with consideration
of social issues and implementation of solutions that take public opinion into account. Applying new
successful approaches related to involving the largest number of local community and stakeholders
can result in more sufficient way of saving sites that are exposed to an increasing threat of destruction.
This chapter aims to highlights recent pioneering recommendations and developments in this aspect.
It also shows how public participation can have real benefits for managing endangered sites. What is
more, the important role of museums in the large rescue project and the further social issues will be

discussed.

5.7.1. Museums

To discuss the role of the museums in large-scale rescue archaeology projects, it is necessary
to define what is understood under the term museum. In frames of this dissertation, the term museum

will be used in meaning promulgated by the International Council of Museums (ICOM):

[Museum is] a non-profit making, permanent institution in the service of society and of its
development, and open to the public, which acquires, conserves, researches, communicates,
and exhibits, for purposes of study, education and enjoyment, material evidence of people and their

environment.1?®

Referring to the role of museums Merriman (2010: 272) highlights that:

[...] twin roles of the museum in both preserving and making accessible the remains of the past have
always been in a certain degree of tension. The most successful method of preservation would be
to store material in climate-controlled stores and allow little or no access to it; while total access
to material would in most cases lead to deterioration. This tension reflects the two temporal
orientations of the museum. One of these is towards future generations, for which the material should
be preserved. The other is towards the present generation, which should be encouraged to use

the material and the knowledge contained within it for their education and enjoyment.

129 Cf. https://icom.museum/en/resources/standards-guidelines/museum-definition/ [Access on 14.03.2023].
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It is noticeable that museums play diverse roles in preserving archaeological sites
and monuments. Some museums undertake the tasks of protecting and managing archaeological

heritage themselves, especially in remote areas'®

. Museums also can assist in the preservation
of archaeological sites and monuments by helping to preserve archaeological materials on-site
or by preserving the records of off-site investigations. Regardless of the mentioned tasks

of the museum?!3!

, they also contribute to rescue projects by promoting the preservation
and appreciation of archaeological sites through their displays as well as through cultural
and educational programs (Merriman, 2010: 271-272).

On the other hand, it would be beneficiary for development and large-scale archaeological
rescue project to invite experts from the regional museums to the planning phase of the venture. They
can help to plan the strategy and advise on the materials that can potentially be encountered
during the survey or fieldwork. Taking into account their knowledge about the region can result
in preparing the most efficient plan for salvage activities.

It has to be emphasized that a very large part of Sudanese heritage is in museum storage
and has never been seen by anyone except a few curators. It has to be noted, that in many countries
of the world, there are local, regional and national museums that provide an overview of the art
and culture of their area. Very often these will contain substantial archaeological collections with their
own dedicated galleries and specialist staff, while in other cases the archaeological material will be
under the care of a more general curator who also has responsibility for other material. Very important
voice in the discussion about the community role of museum, especially archaeological museums,

raises Barker (2010: 293) who notices that:

[...] archaeological museums play an active role in both preserving and shaping the public’s view
of the past and reflect the prospects and perils of being at once a temple to the museums and a forum

for sometimes contentious public discourse®3?.

Therefore, to help rescue and preserve, but also to showcase the Sudanese heritage, is would be
beneficial to establish regional (archaeological) museums near to the most important sites. In this way
the public awareness not only of Sudanese culture and history, but also of the importance of salvage
projects would be increased.

Furthermore, the public mission of a museum has to be emphasized. It should be achieved

130 Sometimes, as at the ancient cities of Meroe, they are fully-fledged museums which house the material excavated
from the site itself and fulfil the role of research centers, being equipped with stores, laboratories, and facilities for post-
excavation processing and analysis.

131 Cf. subchapter 5.6.2. Conservation and 5.6.3. Storing.
132 Cf. https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev.anthro.012809.105115#:~:text=Meeting%20the

%?20complex%20requirements%200f, both%20preserving%20and%20shaping%?20the [Access on 9.03.2024].
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through educational and interactive programs tailored to target groups. Thus, museum curators should
choose and develop appropriate formats and methods for transferring museum content digitally. They
must also increase the organization of participatory and interactive projects with the public, and place
a strong emphasis on awareness programs. An exemplary solution would be creating a platform
for museum education experts to exchange knowledge and ideas, with the aim of improving

the professional status of those responsible for museum management.

5.7.2. Public archaeology (within the context of rescue archaeology)

Archaeology has been a subject of public interest for centuries, and archaeological records
has fascinated people for even longer. Contemporary archaeologists must communicate
with the public and provide them with understandable interpretations and explanations of their
research and findings. Thus, heritage protection institutions must also follow this approach,
if appreciation of archaeology and the importance of archaeological preservation is to grow in Sudan.

Throughout the world, professional heritage institutions, associations and individual
archaeologists have recognized the need for more and better public education about archaeology
and value of relics from the past. Therefore, it is clear that NCAM faces a challenge to act
in accordance with this recognition by providing opportunities for the public to learn about, and even
participate in, archaeological investigations and interpretations (e.g. Marshall, 2002). The audience
for these efforts includes the general public, students, teachers, legislators, public administrators,
and local communities™*3.

Recommendations on managing the public archaeology can be found in UNESCO

International Principles Applicable to Archaeological Excavations Education of the Public*3*:

12. The competent authority should initiate educational measures in order to arouse and develop
respect and affection for the remains of the past by the teaching of history, the participation of students
in certain excavations, the publication in the press of archaeological information supplied
by recognized specialists, the organization of guided tours, exhibitions and lectures dealing
with methods of excavation and results achieved, the clear display of archaeological sites explored
and monuments discovered, and the publication of cheap and simply written monographs and guides.
In order to encourage the public to visit these sites, Member States should make all necessary
arrangements to facilitate access to them.

133 Cf. https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-antiquity/article/abs/many-publics-for-
archaeology/D9EE47EESE85D13291B6A026C506E202 [Access on 12.03.2023].

134 Cf. https://en.unesco.org/about-us/legal-affairs/recommendation-international-principles-applicable-archaeological-
excavations [Access on 12.03.2023].
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Further implications for addressing the issue of public archaeology can be found in /COMOS
Charter for the Interpretation and Presentation of Cultural Heritage Sites (Québec, 2008) 1%:

Interpretation refers to the full range of potential activities intended to heighten public awareness
and enhance understanding of cultural heritage site. These can include print and electronic
publications, public lectures, on-site and directly related off-site installations, educational
programmes, community activities, and ongoing research, training, and evaluation
of the interpretation process itself.

[-..]

International cooperation and sharing of experience are essential to developing and maintaining
standards in interpretation methods and technologies. To that end, international conferences,
workshops and exchanges of professional staff as well as national and regional meetings should be
encouraged. These will provide an opportunity for the regular sharing of information
about the diversity of interpretive approaches and experiences in various regions and cultures.

[...] the objectives of this Charter are to:

1. Communicate the meaning of cultural heritage sites to a range of audiences through careful,
documented recognition of significance, through accepted scientific and scholarly methods as well as
from living cultural traditions.

[7..“]Develop technical and professional guidelines for heritage interpretation and presentation,

including technologies, research, and training. Such guidelines must be appropriate and sustainable

in their social contexts.

Furthermore, the Valletta Convention'® sets guidelines for the funding of excavation,
research work and publication of research findings. It also deals with public access, in particular
to archaeological sites, and educational actions that should be undertaken in order to develop public
awareness of the archaeological heritage value.

It is a general practice that any developmental activities by the government are also prescribed
for a clearance from the archaeological point of view. However, with a respect to the issue
of community’s heritage and the problems of forced resettlement requirements, there may be a general
agreement between the government, stakeholders and the local community about the benefits that can
be gained through infrastructure and dams construction, such as: generating electric power, irrigating
huge agricultural projects for millions of acres of agricultural land, providing a potable water
for the locals and the large fisheries wealth. Further, the construction of dams represents an essential
line of defence against floods and droughts. Therefore, the benefits of infrastructural development
outweigh the cultural value of archaeological sites in the perspective of involved parties. Salah

Ahamed mentioned this issue (Interview No. 3):

I believe, if anyone wants to convince any person or local government at this time to preserve
the antiquities in their area, it will not happen unless that archaeological site brings them a return,

and in the absence of it will be easy to forfeit it whenever needed.

135 Cf. https://www.icomos.org/imagess/DOCUMENTS/Charters/interpretation_e.pdf [Access on 12.03.2023].
136 Cf. https://rm.coe.int/168007bd25 [Access on 12.03.2023].
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An example of such approach for solving the issue is Egypt, where no governor or local official
can encroach on any antiquity or archaeological land in the region, because they know very well
that it represents a great source of livelihood for the inhabitants of the region (e.g. in tourism).
For Egyptians antiquities represent a great economic income, so they must be preserved, as their
revenues represent a material value greater than using their lands in agricultural projects or others
(Interview No. 3).

It is clear that the threat to archaeological materials is not limited only to the circle of creating
dams and flooding with water, but also to the threat from local residents and visitors to archaeological
sites. Salah (Interview No. 3) believes that archaeological sites should be exploited commercially,
so that people can benefit from them. For example, if people would sell products to tourists in the area
near the archaeological site, then they would not allow this land to be cultivated, wasted or devastated,
because it would become a source of income for them. As a result, the site will be protected, because it
represents a source of livelihood for local inhabitants.

Local community problems, regarding progress of works on sites threatened by infrastructure
projects, and questions about who should lead this work, are leading to stagnation in the project
progression, because archaeological missions face unreasonable pressure from the inhabitants.
Therefore, it is necessary to involve the local community in such projects and simultaneously involve
local stakeholder groups to monitor threats to the archaeological sites.

Another crucial factor is the educational aspect that is mentioned in the UNESCO

Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage'®':

“Safeguarding” means measures aimed at ensuring the viability of the intangible cultural heritage,
including the identification, documentation, research, preservation, protection, promotion,
enhancement, transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education, as well as

the revitalization of the various aspects of such heritage.

It has to be noted that the introduction of archaeological methodology in educational settings
proves to be a valuable and effective resource. Improving public understanding of archaeological
heritage creates better citizens, who will be more able to make informed democratic decisions
in regards to culture. In order to examine foundlings of professional archaeology, it is important
to engage public more closely. It is necessary to develop and to promote the public understanding
of science: to conduct and publish research; to organize and participate in conferences, scientific
seminars and training courses; as well as to organize conferences abroad with the aim of extrapolating

the Sudanese archaeology and heritage, especially among the community of participants

137 Cf. https://ich.unesco.org/en/convention [Access on 14.03.2024].
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in archaeological research work in Sudan and researchers in Sudanese archaeology.

Raising the level of awareness of the Sudan’s heritage among the local community
through including heritage education into national school system is another issue. Teaching
about the importance of antiquities will lead to familiarizing students with the role of heritage
and ways to preserve it. Marek Chilodnicki (Interview No. 6) also highlights the importance
of education in regard to protection of the antiquities. Therefore, an important approach would be
to stimulate dialogue and discussion sessions between teachers and students. Part of the curriculum
should be visiting museums and archaeological sites. In this way students will have an opportunity
to learn more about their identity and the civilization of their country. It will also contribute directly
to the creation of a generation that is aware and proud of their country’s heritage, which will give
them confidence in themselves and their country. According to van den Dries (2021: 1) participation
in archaeological fieldwork has active benefits for mental and physical wellbeing. Moreover,
the practice of archaeology and the knowledge it generates also has the useful potential to help
address important contemporary issues such as identity and connection to land and homeland.

Hence, NCAM should focus on developing its attention in presenting innovation
into teaching practice: introducing heritage as a resource and archaeology as a strategy in history
teaching. This approach would focus on development of educational activities and programs,
based on archaeological methods and primary sources (in formal and non-formal education), as well
as on the introduction of historical procedures and skills in Early Years Education and on the analysis
of students’ narratives. Another goal is developing close relations with universities and institutions
interested in the fields of archaeology, so the students can have an opportunity to benefit from their
scientific and specialized capabilities.

The approach of cooperation with local communities in Sudan in frames of large-scale rescue
archaeological projects has been already applied in 2000s by German archaeological expedition
working in Nile River region and Sudan National Museum in frames of cooperation between NCAM
and UNESCO. At that time students’ narratives were part of the research. It is based on a qualitative
descriptive study of students’ responses to an educational and archaeological project developed
in primary, secondary and high schools. This program aimed to expand the concepts of archaeology
activity as well as to analyse instructional experiences that include primary and secondary school
students as active agents in the history teaching and learning process (Kleinitz and Merlo, 2014: 163).

The implications from the charters, internationally applied successful practices
and the lessons learned from the German project experience can help to set recommendations
for including the topic of public archaeology in the large-scale archaeology rescue projects:

e the government, stakeholders and local communities should collaborate to undertake projects

at vulnerable sites, including prioritizing of actions as well as recording and updating
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information;

e citizen science approach should be implemented that can contribute to the creation
of meaningful public archaeology projects, where communities and professionals work
together to preserve information that might otherwise be lost (Dawson, Hambly and Graham,
2017: 164);,

e NCAM should adopt the concept of community archaeology that brings people into direct
engagement with their surroundings, contributing to local identity and lowering the resilience;

e archaeological sites should be exploited commercially, so that people can benefit from them
(e.g. in tourism);

e the public understanding of science should be developed and promoted (conducting
and publishing research; organizing and participating in conferences, scientific seminars
and training courses);

e heritage education should be included in national schools’ curricula;

e students should be involved in archaeological activities (visiting museums and sites);

e NCAM should work to embrace and build an interested, informed and engaged community
that helps promote and consolidate a broader understanding and appreciation of the public
value of archaeology in Sudan. It should also work towards encouraging advocacy
for the importance of the broader historical environment;

e NCAM should use the potential of archaeology heritage to help build communities, inspire

place-making, improve wellbeing and contribute to local identity (van den Dries, 2021: 1).

5.7.3. Social issues

While talking about large-scale rescue archaeological projects, especially connected
with planned developmental projects, the topic of social issues cannot be omitted. In this context,
the biggest challenge is the problem of forced relocation. In development projects they are usually
related to limiting archaeological salvage activity in the area. Through what we learned from previous
projects, it became clear that the emotional and psychological connection to the land comes first
among the reasons for rejection of the project. The policy of forced displacement has also proven
its inability to preserve the heritage of the displaced area, due to the refusal of many of the residents
to cooperate with researchers and workers in the field of heritage protection. Moreover, the problem
of compensation for property, especially agricultural land, played a major role in occupying
displacement areas with protests and demonstrations that reached the intensity of attacks
on researchers and members of companies implementing development projects.

To solve this problem in future large-scale rescue archaeology projects, NCAM should first
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of all follow the guidelines set in the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible

Cultural Heritage®:

1. The »Intangible Cultural Heritage« means the practices, representations, expressions, knowledge,
skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —
that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize as part of their cultural heritage.
This intangible cultural heritage, transmitted from generation to generation, is constantly recreated
by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their
history, and provides them with a sense of identity and continuity, thus promoting respect for cultural
diversity and human creativity.

[...]

2. The »Intangible Cultural Heritage«, as defined in paragraph 1 above, is manifested inter alia
in the following domains:

a) Oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage;
b) Performing arts;

¢) Social practices, rituals and festive events;

d) Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe;

e) Traditional craftsmanship.

[...]

III. SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE AT THE NATIONAL
LEVEL

Article 11

Role of States Parties

Each State Party shall:

a) take the necessary measures to ensure the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage present
in its territory;

b) among the safeguarding measures referred to in Article 2, paragraph 3, identify and define
the various elements of the intangible cultural heritage present in its territory, with the participation
of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations.

Thanks to this convention definition and meaning of cultural heritage within the international
discourse started to be reformulated. Intangible cultural heritage is now recognized as a valuable
and integral part of people’s cultural heritage. It creates the sense of identity within communities.
However, in many countries governmental (including Sudan) institutions do not have sufficient funds
or cadres at disposal to implement the recommendations included in the Convention. Understanding
the concepts presented in the Convention also remains a challenge, both at the government
and community levels. This is especially noticeable when it comes to inventorying, designing
and implementing safeguarding measures, cooperating with other States Parties, preparing
of nomination files (both national and multinational), and consulting community to participate in all
of these areas™®.

Further recommendation is included in the Convention Concerning the Protection
of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage***:

To ensure that effective and active measures are taken for the protection, conservation and presentation

of the cultural and natural heritage situated on its territory, each State Party to this Convention shall
endeavour, in so far as possible, and as appropriate for each country:

138 Cf. https://ich.unesco.org/en/convention [Access on 5.03.2024].
139 Cf. https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/18440-EN.pdf [Access on 14.03.2024].
140 Cf. https:/iwww.refworld.org/legal/agreements/unesco/1972/en/35057 [Access on 14.03.2024].
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(a) to adopt a general policy which aims to give the cultural and natural heritage a function in the life
of the community and to integrate the protection of that heritage into comprehensive planning
programmes;

(b) to set up within its territories, where such services do not exist, one or more services
for the protection, conservation and presentation of the cultural and natural heritage
with an appropriate staff and possessing the means to discharge their functions;

(c) to develop scientific and technical studies and research and to work out such operating methods
as will make the State capable of counteracting the dangers that threaten its cultural or natural heritage;
(d) to take the appropriate legal, scientific, technical, administrative and financial measures necessary
for the identification, protection, conservation, presentation and rehabilitation of this heritage; and
(e) to foster the establishment or development of national or regional centres for training
in the protection, conservation and presentation of the cultural and natural heritage and to encourage
scientific research in this field.

The social issues in the large-scale archaeological rescue projects mostly revolve
around land problems, displacement and compensation. Thus, building social recognition
of the archaeological heritage value has to be connected with enhancing awareness of different
populations involved. Building community awareness of the importance of archaeological resources,
antiquities and museums is crucial in Sudan. Besides, well-working and transparent cooperation
between the state and its institutions is needed in order to activate the national and international
antiquities protection laws approved by the state. If the law does not protect the heritage sufficiently,
society must take over. The awareness-raising activities seem to be necessary and valuable
as legislative acts do not contain all the information needed for different groups of people. Awareness
raising, achieved by information dissemination, concerning protected archaeological resource
and related issues, seems to be accelerated comparing to other possible solutions. However,
in the context of the current political, social and economic situation, understanding why the measures
taken are not sufficiently effective may be a key reason to facilitate the protection of cultural heritage.
Therefore, the combination of informational, legal and analytical measures with coordination,
organization and mutual cooperation activities is important for more effective protection and building
social awareness (Sudan-UNESCO/ICOMOS World Heritage Site Report 201914%),

Very important lesson comes also from the testimony of people who experienced forced
relocation. One of the residents, who refused to be displaced from the old Wadi Halfa area, stated
during the interview that he refused to move out from his home because he found the compensation
not satisfactory. However, he emphasized that his insistence on staying in the old Wadi Halfa area
deprived him of communicating with his extended family for long periods, as he was not able to see
his brothers and sisters, their sons, and their grandchildren for very long periods. He also mentioned
that the elderly were unable to travel to see their families and grandchildren, which made them live

in sadness and distress. He also regretted the loss of the beautiful city, its buildings, its farms,

141 Cf. https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000384358?posinSet=1&queryld=N-EXPLORE-1a93d05¢c-c557-4d4d-
8da0-8b0da3685e9e [Access on 14.03.2024].
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and the life in which it was full of joy and communication that distinguished it due to the close ties
of kinship between its people. He also regretted the loss of the heritage of his country and his tribe,
which he cherished. In addition, he experiences a great sadness due to the submergence
of his country's antiquities, which expressed previous civilizations that they inherited from their
ancestors (Interview No. 14).

In order to prevent the resistance and dissatisfaction of local community, it should be
considered a party in designing the plan for the project (developmental or/and large-scale salvage
archaeology). The involvement of inhabitants from the region that will undergo infrastructural
changes and subsequent rescue activities should take part in preparation phase and in negotiations,
especially in topics such as relocation and compensation42,

To sum up, in regards to social issues in context of large-scale rescue archaeology projects
following recommendations can be formulated:
e NCAM should focus on adopting recommendations from international charters regarding
resolving social issues caused by infrastructure projects;
e NCAM must cooperate with the governmental and local bodies to raise awareness
about the importance of cultural heritage protection;
e local community should be involved in designing plans for project and be able to negotiate

the conditions of displacing and compensating.

5.8. Perspectives and recommendations for future archaeological rescue projects

These reflections aim to contribute to filling the need for an integrated approach
to understanding and managing future large archaeological rescue projects in Sudan. The experience
of rescue archaeological work in Sudan (especially the Nubian Campaign and the MDSAP campaign)
provided great success in expanding the concept of Sudanese archaeology in the areas
in which the projects were undertaken. Sufficient evidence was also gathered to confirm
that the applied planning system and strategy for archaeological activities in those projects did not
provide the desired benefit in saving the antiquities, that NCAM aspired to achieve. In my studies
I concluded, that the structure of the archaeological sector did not cover all the aspects required
for the comprehensive realization of archaeological resource rescue projects in Sudan, and thus it
indicates the space for improvement, especially the necessity of researching or encouraging
innovation and cooperation in order to achieve further success in this regard. Therefore, there is a need

to develop a comprehensive system that would cover the most important phases of a large-scale

142 Cf. subchapter 5.2.2. Impact Assessment (N&C).
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archaeological rescue project and that would serve as universal strategy for any similar future
endeavours. Having a structured outline will ensure the improvement of archaeological research
and practice that as a result will bring benefit in form of properly rescued, restored and displayed
archaeological materials.

In response to these needs, in this thesis I have proposed the new model for future large-scale
rescue projects. It implies that the common basis for any future salvage archaeology ventures should
be laid in accordance with national (especially the Antiquities Ordinance) and international law
(especially The Venice Charters, The Valetta Conventions, Charters issued by UNESCO
and ICOMOS). Then the work should be thoroughly planned in three subsequent phases: project
preparation, project in progress, post-project activities. The fifth crucial component of the model is
public awareness that overlaps especially two levels: project preparation and post-project activities.

In future large-scale archaeological projects, in the project preparation phase, it will be crucial
to implement the notice-and-comment (N&C) methodology which will allow the project organizers
to assess the social impact of the venture. To ensure the success of the project it should be first
presented and discussed with the local communities. The project coordinator should take into account
the feedback from public opinion in the final draft.

Another aspect that will enhance the efficiency of the salvage activities undertaken in frames
of large-scale archaeological projects is creation of digital archaeological databases. Development
of specialized national database, that would follow international standards, will provide a great
support in planning the rescue methods and techniques according to the given conditions
and circumstances. An ideal database should include precise documentation based on spatial
technologies (GIS), satellite imagery and aerial photographs, etc. A national database would
also facilitate establishing of local project databases for future endeavours.

There is also a room for improvement in the phase of conducting the project in practice
(project in progress stage). The implementation of non-destructive techniques, such as aerial
and ground survey, photogrammetry, satellite imagery, geophysical methods, sampling, as well as 3D
printing and scanning, should be encouraged. NCAM should also seek for possibilities to maximize
the use of GIS technology. It is also crucial to improve the documentation process. The reports
of missions should be unified to include all important information available in digital format.
The gathered data should be also easily accessible for authorized people.

In the post project phase, the attention has to be paid to three issues: publications, conservation
and storing. In area of publications, the establishing of appropriate information flow is crucial.
The timeframe for publishing results should be shortened to max. 5 years to ensure
that the information is up-to-date. Moreover, the publication should be available in open-access

format. Furthermore, NCAM’ employees and Sudanese archaeologists should be provided
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with dedicated, specialized training to increase the number of publications prepared by national
researchers.

The issue of conservation has to be also taken very seriously. NCAM should adopt the newest
approaches to managing restoration and prepare thorough guidelines for national and international
missions. The proper direction would be also tightening relationship with UNESCO in order
to increase the number of UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Sudan.

Further crucial matter is storing. NCAM should develop and adopt storage and documentation
strategy (including proper methods and techniques of storing) to ensure long-term preservation
and to prevent any deterioration of stored material. It would require establishing of new storing
depositories that would be adapted to the various types of archaeological materials.

The fifth component that needs to be included in organizing any large-scale rescue
archaeological project is public awareness. The key factors are here museums, public archaeology
and social issues. As for museums, they play an important role in rising social awareness. They should
extend their offer and include educational and interactive programs tailored to target groups. It would
need also developing of appropriate formats and methods for transferring museum content digitally,
e.g. in form of a platform for museum education experts to exchange knowledge and ideas.

In the area of public archaeology, it is vital to encourage collaboration among the government,
stakeholders and local communities. Including all those parties will ensure creation of meaningful
public archaeology projects that will result in preserving Sudanese heritage. Moreover, heritage
education should be implemented in the school’s curricula. It would include involvement of students
in various archaeological activities. Furthermore, archaeological sites should be exploited
commercially, e.g. in form of tourism. If archaeological sites create any income opportunities
for inhabitants, the matter of archaeology immediately becomes an important issue for them.

Further social issues connected with developmental projects should be also taken into account.
The government should follow international charters regarding resolving problems such as displacing
and compensating. Furthermore, the public opinion should be taken into account and local
communities should be involved in preparing any future large-scale archaeological rescue project.

The presented model in comprehensive and thorough way covers all strategic levels
and spheres of large-scale archaeological rescue projects. Following the subsequent stages,
with the national and international regulations in the background, will ensure efficient and successful
salvage of endangered archaeological material. Focusing on preventive archaeology, strengthening
the strategies for archaeology management, investing in digitalization, building strong international
partnerships and collaborations as well as raising public awareness about the importance of heritage
protection is the path that Sudan should follow in their future large-scale archaeological ventures.

With progressing industrial development of the country, the implementation of outlined, universal
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model proposed in the thesis and implementing the recommendations included, is crucial

for protection of Sudanese heritage.
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6. Final remarks

This dissertation tackles the problem of the archaeological resource management in Sudan.
Its aim was to analyze theories, methods and contexts of past rescue projects to build a new model
for salvage archaeology in Sudan, especially for large-scale archaeological rescue projects that can
be universally implemented when necessary. The base for the model consists of results of critical,
comparative analysis of two case studies, namely the Nubian Campaign and the Merowe Dam
Archaeological Salvage Project, as well as of the information obtained in the in-depth interviews
with researchers and archaeologists involved in rescue projects in Sudan.

The first step of drafting the new model for large-scale rescue projects was formulating
and building the historic contexts, that allowed me to comprehend how the needs of archaeological
heritage were understood in the past by both: Sudanese archaeologists and politicians as well as
foreign archaeologists. I analysed and thoroughly studied theoretical visions and political views
on practices related to the management of archaeological materials in Sudan since the beginning
of discoveries and first actions, that nowadays could be called archaeological, until today. As a result,
I observed the clear path of subsequent development in archaeological management in Sudan.
The results enabled me to determine further recommendations, that later were adopted in the new
model.

The process of building knowledge about the Nubian and Sudanese past and its value was
long and started already in ancient times. Early travellers from Europe, Asia and Arab countries were
visiting this land and writing about Sudan already in first centuries AD. They were mostly interested
in the life of inhabitants, climate of the region and natural resources, however they included in their
memoirs and descriptions information about history and seen archaeological remains,
which contributed to building awareness about the value of Nubian heritage. Since the beginning
of the 19" century, Sudan has been recognized as the source of valuable archeological artifacts
and the interest for ancient treasures had been awaken. Only in the late 19" century the first
researchers and Egyptologists started to notice the archaeological potential of Sudanese remains. First
excavations were conducted at Jebel Barkal in 1897 by Wallis Budge, starting the age
of archaeological research in Sudan.

The beginning of the 20™ century was the time when the archaeological needs of Sudan had
been fully recognized and as the awareness and knowledge about Nubian past was more and more
advanced, the first activities in frames of archaeological management were undertaken. At that time,
under the Anglo-Egyptian rule, the first Antiquities Service was established and the first Antiquities
Ordinance was released. The first half of the 20™ century witnessed also the first program of salvage

archaeology connected with building dams, organized by Reisner, establishing of the first museum
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and beginning of scientific publications with data about the Sudanese Nubia. From this point
archaeologists could start discussing the real archaeological resource management in Sudan. It has
to be noted, that all these accomplishments belonged to European and American archaeologists. Only
in the second half of the 20" century, after Sudan become independent, the development of Sudanese
national cadres could be observed. Just 60 years ago the first generation of Sudanese archaeologist
took over the responsibility in SAS, however they mostly received their education and trainings
abroad. In this period, one could observe progress in Sudanese archaeology — new projects, new
partners, new funds were obtained and started in order to rescue and promote the Sudanese heritage.
The biggest accomplishment of this time was opening of the new National Museum and including
Sudanese sites on UNESCO World Heritage Lists. Still, there is a room for improvement, especially
when it comes to the education and training of future Sudanese archeologists, but the development
of the archeology as study field and the archeological resource management within the last century is
undeniable.

Along with the development of archaeological research in Sudan, the national antiquities
protection law progressed gradually. The systematical renewal of Antiquities Ordinances (of 1905,
1952 and 1999) showed that the Sudanese authorities tried continuously to enhance the protection
level of the national antiquities. It is clear that subsequent charters contained more detailed definitions
and regulations that corresponded with current global trends and approaches.
Along with modernization of the law, the ownership of antiquities was limited to the state, NCAM
gained more authority, more comprehensive classification of antiquities was introduced, as well as
the issue of licenses was more comprehensively tackled (diversifying of licenses’ types and restricting
rights of licensees). All this measures prove deeper understanding of the importance of heritage
protection that served not only the development of national identity but also improved the knowledge
about the history of mankind. However, as since the last amendment to the Sudanese heritage
protection law the world and science witnessed an abrupt progress, nowadays certain gaps can be
noticed in the regulations that would require further adjustments. The national law should correspond
better with international heritage protection laws, especially the regulation in field of preservation
and securing of antiquities should be advanced. Moreover, further crucial topics that have not been
included in the current law are social and awareness issues. The proposal of The Antiquities Ordinance
of 2016 was an attempt to leverage Sudanese heritage protection law to the higher level. Although it
has not been published yet, it is a sign of further progress of Sudanese archaeological resource
management in general.

The outlining of historical background provided better understanding for the circumstances
of two case studies discussed in the dissertation, namely the Nubian Campaign and the Merowe Dam

Archaeological Salvage Project. These two large-scale archaeological rescue projects shaped
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the national archaeology in Sudan, therefore their critical and comparative analysis delivered many
valuable observations and conclusions that helped to structured new universal model of future large-
scale archaeological salvage projects in Sudan.

In this part of my research, I identified methods and approaches applied during the Nubian
Campaign and MDASP and I reviewed the criteria, laws and approaches that were applied to save
the monuments of Nubia. I looked for best practices, that could be adopted, as well as for pain-points
that could be solved and improved in framework of the new model. Furthermore, I determined most
important challenges and difficulties that occurred during those two archaeological campaigns.
It helped me to formulate adequate recommendations that would allow to avoid repeating mistakes
in future large-scale rescue projects. Moreover, I identified the procedures, theories, political context
and scope of foreign archaeological missions involvement that shaped both campaigns. In this way,
I became more aware of different dimensions connected with management of archaeological
resources and large-scale rescue campaigns that I took into account while constructing my model.
What is more, I discussed, analysed and evaluated the archacological works and materials based
on the collections of artifacts stored in the Sudanese museums and NCAM. I focused on identifying
the current status of archaeological material preserved in the Nubian Campaign and in the MDASP
as well as observing the extent of changes and deterioration that occurred to these substances.
In this way, I was able to detect conservation and preservation issues connected with both analysed
campaigns and to formulate adequate recommendations for future projects to ensure the most
effective and sufficient protection for rescued archaeological materials.

The pioneer large-scale archaeological rescue project, that was undertaken in Sudan, was
the Nubian Campaign. It took place in 1960—-1970 and was connected with heightening the Aswan
Dam at the First Cataract, which resulted in flooding lands of Lower Nubia. That were the first years
of Sudan independence and first years when Sudanese cadres took over the responsibility
of the Sudanese Antiquities Service, therefore there were no experience, knowledge and funds
within the country to independently conduct salvage project for Nubian heritage. It was decided
to turn to UNESCO, newly created international organization for promoting and securing culture
of mankind, for support. With its help an international project for rescuing Nubian archaeological
treasures had started. In the result of the Campaign, 22 monuments and architectural complexes were
relocated with the assistance of 40 technical missions from five continents.

The success of the Nubian Campaign laid in well-structured plan and preparation
of recommendations before embarking on the practical work. The positive aspect was also use
of the aerial photography as survey method in Sudan for such a scale. It has to be emphasized
that the missions had to find solutions for such problems as removal of temples and mural paintings.

Furthermore, the experiences of the Nubian Campaign allowed to change the general attitude towards

233



international salvage programs and resulted in preparation of new Conventions by UNESCO.

However, as it was the first Campaign of this scale, some negative aspects have to be named.
Firstly, the documentation was not prepared properly. In many cases, it was inconsistent and chaotic,
therefore difficult to analyze and to prepare coherent conclusions. As a result, publications
of the findings were delayed for many years (the most recent publication connected with the Nubian
Campaign was published in 2014!). Secondly, the project plan did not included storing, which became
a crucial problem in the post-project part. It seems like the missions tried to save as much
archaeological material as possible, but in the end it turned out there were not enough storing facilities
available to secure the gathered artifacts. Another challenge was the conservation of all the rescued
materials. As a result, some of rescued antiquities underwent deterioration and destruction
due to incorrect storing methods. Thirdly, a social aspect have to be mentioned. The erection
of Aswan Dam and the Nubian Campaign were connected with relocation of the local inhabitants,
as their homeland had been submerged by the Nasser Lake. Moreover, this circumstances caused
the loss of intangible cultural heritage of the local community.

The second analyzed large-scale rescue campaign was Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage
Project (MDASP). It was connected with establishment of the Merowe Dam at the Forth Cataract
and took place in 1999-2007. It was the first large-scale archaeological salvage project independently
planned and organized by NCAM (along with Dam Implementation Unit). In frames
of the international project, teams of 10 missions were working at the endangered region to save
Sudanese and Nubian heritage.

The greatest success for MDASP was salvaging a great number of archaeological materials
from various periods. To the most important belong discovering and saving antiquities connected
with Kingdom of Kush and unique Nubian rock art. Moreover, it proved the progress in training
of Sudanese national cadres. They were able to organize the international rescue project and actively
participate as independent archaeological mission.

On the other hand, there were some administrational and organizational problems that were
not appropriately approached (from the current perspective). Firstly, there was no detailed plan
prepared which resulted in issues connected with time management. Secondly, the storage
and conservation topic were not included in the plan, which contributed later to inappropriate storing
methods, thus to the deterioration of some rescued materials. Furthermore, the social factor was not
taken into account, which caused many problems to the missions active on the fieldwork (reluctance,
resistance and violence experienced from local inhabitants). A separate issue was the fact,
that the Fourth Cataract region was barely researched before, therefore there were not enough
information available before embarking on the fieldwork. Moreover, the study conducted in frames

of this dissertation showed, that the potential of survey methods and tools available was not fully
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utilized. Some sites were not recognized, therefore they were not rescued.

The critical comparative study of both case studies showed that there was a visible progress
in many aspects in terms of organizing large-scale archeological salvage projects in Sudan. Sudanese
national staff become educated, trained and experienced in the field of their responsibilities, therefore
they gained more independency as organization. The progress is also manifested in the development
of approaches in regard to recording locations of sites using aerial photographs, topographic maps,
photographs, and GPS coordinates, as well as referring to satellite imagery. However, the comparative
analysis showed that there are still areas, where Sudanese archaeology could improve when it comes
to conducting large-scale rescue projects. Firstly, not only national, but also international laws should
be taken into account. Secondly, the strategy for obtaining sufficient funding should be developed.
Thirdly, topics such as conservation, storing and social issues should be included in plans
for the project.

As solution for the current issues of Sudanese archeology, basing on the study conducted, new,
universal model for future large-scale rescue archeological projects has been created and proposed.

The new model for the large scale rescue archaeological projects in Sudan is constituted
of five complementary elements. The common base for all actions is general legislation: national
regulations and international conventions. Then, the work in frames of large-scale archaeological
rescue projects is divided into three subsequent phases: project preparation, project in progress
and post-project activities. A separate component is public awareness, which has special connection
to the phase of preparations and post-project activities.

As for legal basis for any rescue activities in frames of large-scale rescue projects, it should
follow national (especially the Antiquities Ordinance) and international law (especially The Venice
Charters, The Valetta Conventions, charters issued by UNESCO and ICOMOS). The provisions
included in those charters should be a starting point for drafting strategy and plans for any future
salvage campaign.

In preparation phase, two aspects are crucial: implementation of the notice-and-comment
(N&C) methodology and creation of digital archaeological databases. The N&C method includes
local community as the party in the project and stipulates that the feedback from public opinion should
influence the final draft of the project plan. When it comes to the database, there is a need to develop
a specialized national database, that would follow international standards. It would be a tool that could
support and accelerate the planning of large-scale rescue project. Ideally, it should include precise
documentation based on spatial technologies (GIS), satellite imagery, aerial photographs, etc.

The stage in progress includes two topics: archaeological survey & excavations
and documentation. When it comes to the methods and techniques used in the fieldwork, non-

destructive techniques, such as aerial and ground survey, photogrammetry, satellite imagery,
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geophysical methods, sampling, as well as 3D modelling and scanning, should be implemented.
Moreover, possibilities to maximize the utilization of GIS technology should be sought. In frames
of documentation, the reports of missions should be unified and available in digital format. The data
should be also accessible only for authorized people.

The post-project phase is connected with three issues: publications, conservation and storing.
In the topic of publications, the timeframe for publishing results should be shortened to max. 5 years
in order to ensure that the published data is up-to-date. Moreover, the publication should be digitalized
and available in open-access format. Furthermore, the national cadres should be provided
with specialized training to increase the number of publications prepared by Sudanese researchers.
As for the issue of conservation, the newest approaches to managing restoration should be adopted.
Dedicated guidelines should be prepared for national and international missions. There is also a need
to tighten the relationship with UNESCO in order to increase the number of UNESCO World Heritage
Sites in Sudan. When it comes to storing, NCAM should develop storage and documentation strategy
(including proper methods and techniques of storing) to ensure long-term preservation and to prevent
any deterioration of stored material. Establishing of new storing depositories, adapted to the various
types of archaeological materials, would be required.

In the dimension of public awareness the crucial topics are museums, public archaeology
and social issues. Museums should serve as an organization that rises social awareness. They should
extend their offer and include educational and interactive programs tailored to target groups. Adequate
formats and methods should be developed for transferring museum content digitally. In the aspect
of public archaeology, it is crucial to encourage cooperation among the government, stakeholders
and local communities. Including all those parties will ensure creation of meaningful public
archaeology projects connected with preserving Sudanese heritage. Moreover, heritage education
should be included in the school’s curricula. Furthermore, archaeological sites should be exploited
commercially in various form of tourism. Other social issues connected with developmental projects
are displacing and compensating inhabitants. The government should follow international charters
in this matter. Furthermore, public opinion should be taken into account and local communities should
be involved in preparing any future large-scale archaeological rescue project.

The developed and presented model for any future large-scale archaeological rescue projects
is universal and comprehensive. It could be used by the Sudanese authorities as a framework
for establishing strategy and plan for any developmental and industrial endeavors that could be
undertaken in the future in the country. It thoroughly describes all stages of a project and includes
direct recommendations that ensure the success of any venture connected with salvage archaeology.
Therefore, the goal of the dissertation has been met, as the results of the research can contribute

to the formulation of standard rescue strategy for any large-scale archaeological project.
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The proposed solutions are derived from Sudan’s experience in similar endeavors undertaken
in the past, from experience of participants of those ventures, from the best international practices
and from my personal experience as NCAM employee (conservator and inspector) and as participant
of international courses. I have proposed a universal tool that can be applied in future large-scale
archaeological rescue projects and I believe its practical implementation can ensure the most effective

and efficient management and protection of archaeological material in Sudan.
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Appendix 1. Ordinance for the Protection of Antiquities 1905

THE ANTIQUITIES ORDINANCE
(1905 Ordinance No. 1)

The Antiquities Ordinance, 1905. Ordinance for making provision for the better preservation
of Antiquities in the Sudan. No. 8 of 1905. It is hereby enacted as follows: Short Title.

1- This Ordinance may be cited as The Antiquities Ordinance, 1905.

2- (1.) In this ordinance

“Antiquities” mean all buildings monuments remains or objects of whatever age or people
which are illustrative of art science industry history religion literature or custom and were built
produced or made in the Sudan or brought there into before the year 1783 of the Gregorian
Calendar,

“Immovable Antiquities” mean antiquities attached to the soil or only removed with difficulty
therefrom and “Movable Antiquities” mean all antiquities other than immovable antiquities.
“Conservation of Antiquities” shall include any person appointed to officiate for or to act as the
deputy of the Conservator of Antiquities and also until a Conservator of Antiquities is appointed
and during any vacancy in the appointment any person appointed by the Governor General to
perform the duties of the Conservator of Antiquities under this Ordinance.

(11.) The Governor General shall have power by notice published in the Sudan Gazette
to constitute any building or other thing attached to the soil or hardly removable therefrom with
difficulty which was built or made in or after the year 1783 an immovable antiquity within the
meaning of this Ordinance.

Antiquities to be property of Government.

3- Every antiquity whether movable or immovable that now is or hereafter is found on or under
the surface of the soil shall be the property of the Government and no such antiquity and no
movable of Antiquity now in the hands of private persons shall be alienable without the
consent of the Conservator of Antiquities and no person shall acquire by purchase or
otherwise a good title to any such antiquity without such consent.

Power of Government to acquire Site of Antiquities.

4- The Government shall have power to acquire under the Land Acquisition Ordinance 1903
or any similar Ordinance for the time being in force the site of any immovable antiquity
which is not situated on Government hands and necessary right of way or means of access
thereto and also shall be entitled to render movable and to remove at any time from any
antiquity which has vested in the Government under loss occasioned to the owner and
occupier of the land. In valuing land for such acquisition no account shall be taken
of the existence or value of antiquities which are existing or have been found on or in such
hand.

Discovery of Immovable Antiquities to be reported.

5- Any person who discovers an immovable antiquity and any owner or occupier of land where
an immovable antiquity has been discovered who knows of such discovery and any Sheikh
or Omda who knows of such discovery and does not report the same within a reasonable
time to the inspector or Mamur of his district shall be liable on conviction to imprisonment



for a term not exceeding one month or to fine or to both. A reasonable time shall mean such
time as seems reasonable to the magistrate trying the case in all the circumstances thereof.

Punishment for Injury or Destruction of Immovable Antiquity.

6- Any person who wilfully injury or destroys any immovable antiquity without the consent
of the Conservator of Antiquities or who without the consent of the Conservator
of Antiquities tasks possession of or removes any materials and thereby causes the injury
or destruction of any immovable Antiquity or who converts any immovable Antiquity
to any use which is likely to injure or destroy it or alter its character shall be liable
on conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year or to fine of to both.

Discovery of Movable Antiquities to be reported.

7- (1) Any person who finds a movable antiquity on or under the surface of the soil and does
not report the finding or bring or send the article within a reasonable time as hereinbefore
defined to the Inspector or Mamur of his district shall be liable on conviction
to imprisonment not exceeding one month or to a fine or to both.

Receipt to be taken.
(1) Any person bringing or sending an article as aforesaid shall take a receipt from the person
to whom be delivers it.

Election of purchase to Government of Movable Antiquities.

(1) Where an article has been reported or brought as in the last section mentioned
the Conservator of Antiquities shall elect whether or not to take the article on behalf
of the Government. If the Conservator of Antiquities elects to take the article he shall pay
the finder if the article consists of gold silver or precious stones the intrinsic value of the article
without reference to its workmanship or antiquity and if the article does not consist of gold
silver or precious stones he shall pay the finder value of the article shall be fixed by the
Conservator of Antiquities and his decision shall be final subject only to the right of the finder
if he refuses the sum offered by the Conservator of Antiquities to appeal within three months
to the Governor General.

When finder Entitled.

(IV.) If the Conservator of Antiquities elects not to take the article as aforesaid the finder shall
be entitled to the article and to a statement of disclaimer from the Conservator of Antiquities
and a license in writing to sell or otherwise deal the said article. Such license shall be in such a
form as shall be fixed from time to time by the Government.

Excavation without permission forbidden.

8- Any person carrying on digging excavations or clearing whether in his own land
or in another person is for the purpose of looking for antiquities except under
an authorization from the Conservator of Antiquities shall be liable on conviction
to imprisonment for term not exceeding one year or to a fine or to both. Such authorization
shall be in writing and shall specify the place where and the time within which such digging
excavations or clearing may be carried on and may be made subject to any arrangement
between the person to whom the permission is given and the Government as to the
Government ending its right of ownership in any articles found.

9- No person shall sell or offer for sale any antiquity unless he holds a license in writing of the
Conservator of Antiquities to sell the same. On every sale, the license shall be handed over
to the purchaser and no such sale shall be valid unless such license is so handed over. Any
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person selling or offering for sale any antiquity without such license or without handing
over such license to the purchaser any person purchasing any antiquity without taking over
such license shall be liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three
months or to a fine or to both.

Export of Antiquities.

10- Any person exporting or attempting to export any antiquity without being in possession
of the license for sale as aforesaid or of a special permission from the Conservator
of Antiquities to export such antiquity shall be liable on conviction to imprisonment
for a term not exceeding three moths or to fine or to both.

Possession of Antiquity not obtained lawfully and in Good Faith.

11- Any person found in possession movable antiquity which he is unable to show that he
obtained lawfully and in good faith shall be liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding three moths or to fine or to both.

Sebakh Digging may be prohibited

12- The Governor of a Province shall have power to forbid digging for sebakh in any place
except under such restrictions as are thought fit and any person digging in any forbidden
place shall be liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not exceeding one month or to
a fine or to both.

Confiscation of Antiquities
13- Any antiquity the subject of an offence under this Ordinance may be confiscated
to the government by the Court trying the offence.

How offence may be Tried
14- Where an offence under this Ordinance is also an offence under the Sudan Penal Code
the offender may be proceeded against either under this Ordinance or under the said Code.

Court where Offences may be Tried
15- Offences under this Ordinance may be tried by the court of a magistrate of the second class
or any higher court and summarily or otherwise.

Burden of Proof

16- In the trial of any offence under this Ordinance where there is any doubt whether an alleged
antiquity was built produced or made before the year 1783 the production of the written
opinion of the Conservator of Antiquities that such alleged antiquity was built produced or
made before that date shall throw the burden of proof that it was not so on the person
alleging the contrary and if it is asserted that any alleged antiquity was brought into the
Sudan since the first January 1783 it shall rest with the person making such assertion to
prove the same.

Source: Durham University Archive

https://www.dur.ac.uk/library/asc/sudan/sudan_gazettes/

Special Sudan Gazette., Ordinance for the Protection of Antiquities 1905. Chapter Il, Article
13,2. The Sudan Gazette. Published by Authority of the Sudan Government, Khartoum
24" August,190, No 80, Pp, 6 — 376-377-379
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Appendix 2. Ordinance for the Protection of Antiquities 1952

(Translated from the Arabic)

THE ANTIQUITIES ORDINANCE
(1952 Ordinance No. 2)

An ordinance for making provision for better preservation of antiquities in the Sudan.

BE IT HEREBY ENACTED in accordance with the provisions of the Executive
Council and Legislative Assembly Ordinance 1948 as follows:

1. Title
This ordinance may be cited as the Antiquities Ordinance.

2. Repeal and savings

The Antiquities Ordinance 1905 (Vol: 11, Tit: XII, Sub-tit: 10) is hereby repealed:

Provided that all orders made or permissions granted there under and in force at the date
hereof shall remain in force and be deemed to have been made under this ordinance.

3. Interpretation

In this ordinance unless the context otherwise requires “Antiquities”
means

a) any object, whether movable, immovable or a part of the soil, which has been constructed,
shaped, inscribed, erected, excavated or otherwise produced or modified by human agency
earlier than the year 1821 A.D. and includes any part of any such object which has at any
later date been added, reconstructed or restored,;

b) any historical monument;

¢) any human or animal remains of a date earlier than 1340 A.D.

“Board”
means the Museum Board set up under section 5 of the Ordinance.

“ Commissioner”
means the commissioner of Archaeology.

“ monument”
means any building, construction, excavation, cemetery, immovable remains
or immovable object produced or modified by human agency.

“ historical monument”
means any monument set out in the First Schedule hereto.

“ historical site”
means any area containing or believed to contain antiquates or any area
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associated with important historical events and set out in the Second Schedule
hereto.

4. Burden of Proof of alleged antiquity

In any trial or action in connection with any alleged antiquity the written opinion of the
Commissioner as to the date thereof shall throw upon any person asserting the contrary the
burden of proving that such is not the date and the burden of proving that any alleged antiquity
was brought into the Sudan since 1 January 1821 shall rest upon the person asserting the same.

5. Constitution of Board

(1) There is hereby constitutes a Board to be known as the Archaeological and Museums
Board, which shall be responsible to the Minister of Education for carrying out the provisions
of this Ordinance in accordance with the general policy from time to time laid down by the
Board Council of Ministers.

(2) The Board shall consist of the following members:

Director of Education
President
Commissioner for Archaeology
Secretary
Not more than 8 nor less than 4 members, to be appointed by the Council of Ministers
on the recommendation of the Minister of Education.

(3) Appointed members shall serve for 3 years, but shall be eligible
for re-appointment.

(4) Four members shall constitute a quorum.

(5) The Board may make rules for the conduct of its business not inconsistent with the
provisions of this Ordinance.

6. Relations between Board and Commissioner

In exercising the powers conferred on him by this Ordinance the Commissioner shall be
subject to the general supervision of the Board, and to such specific directions as may from time
to time be given to him by the Board.

7. Property in antiquities

Every antiquity except antiquities brought into the Sudan since 1% January 1821 shall
be the property of the government, but the commissioner on behalf of the Government shall
have power to disclaim the ownership of any antiquity upon such conditions as the Board may
approve.

8. Power of government to acquire sites of antiquities

The government shall have power to acquire under the Land Acquisition Ordinance
1930 or any similar ordinance for the time being in force any historical site and any necessary
right of way or means of access thereto and shall also have power to remove any antiquity from
any land and land not belonging to the government, paying only for actual loss occasioned to
the owner and occupier of the land. In valuing land for such acquisition no account shall be
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taken of the existence or value of antiquities which are existing or have been found on or in
such land.

9. Discovery of antiquities by persons not holding a licence to excavate to be reported

The person who does not hold a licence under section 14 hereof and discovers
any antiquity or any object which may reasonably be supposed to be an antiquity, and the owner
or occupier of any land on or under the surface of which any antiquity or any such object has
been discovered and who knows of such discovery, and any Sheikh or Omda who knows of
such discovery, shall report the same within a reasonable time either to the Commissioner or to
the nearest administrative officer: any such person who dishonestly omits to report a discovery
shall be liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one month or to a fine not exceeding
£Sd5or to both.

10. Punishment for injury to or destruction of antiquities or historical sites

Any person who wilfully injures or destroys any anti Punish-site without the consent of
the Commissioner or who without such consent takes possession of or removes any materials
and thereby causes the injury to or destruction of any antiquity or historical site or who converts
any antiquity or historical site to any use which is likely to injure or destroy it or alter its charter
shall be liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year or to a fine not exceeding
£8d20 or to both.

11. Rights of unlicensed of antiquities

When the discovery of any antiquity by a person not holding a licence under Section 13
or section 14 hereof has been reported the commissioner may either (i) claim the antiquity on
behalf of the government; in which case he shall pay to the finder.

(@) if the antiquity be an article consisting of gold or silver or precious stones,
the intrinsic value of the metal or precious stones without reference to the artistic
or archaeological value of the article; and

(b) if the antiquity be any other article, the market value thereof, which value shall be
assessed by the Commissioner, subject to the right of a finder who is not satisfied with such
assessment to appeal within three months of the tender of the assessed value to a Judge of the
High Court.

or (i) disclaim the antiquity in which case the property therein shall vest in the finder
to whom the commissioner shall issue a written dis- claimer and also such licence as is required
by Section 18 hereof.
12. Licence necessary to explore for antiquities

No person, except the Commissioner or any person acting on his behalf, shall explore

or excavate for antiquities whether on his own land or necessary not unless he hold
the appropriate licence issued by the Commissioner.
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13. Types of license

Licences shall be of two kinds:

(@) a licence to explore for antiquities the holder to search for antique- ties in any way
other than by excavation and to make soundings or trial diggings to ascertain the probable
presence of antiquities: and

(b) a licence to excavate for antiquities.

Such licences shall be valid for the period therein stated unless previously revoked and no fee
shall be payable in respect thereof.

14. Issue and Conditions of a licence to explore

With the consent of the Board, the commissioner may issue, and when issued may
revoke, a licence to explore to any person whom he may think fit and proper on such conditions
as he may with a like consent from time to time prescribe.

15. Issue, Conditions and revocation of a licence to excavate

(1) With the consent of the Board, the Commissioner may issue a licence to excavate.

(2) If the land in respect of which a licence to excavate is applied for be not Government
and the Commissioner shall before issuing a licence require the applicant to produce
satisfactory evidence that he has acquired from the owner and where necessary from the
occupier thereof a right to excavate.

(3) Commissioner shall not issue a licence to any person or persons except to those who

(a) satisfy him that they are prepared to expend on the excavations a sum
of money sufficient to secure archaeologically

(b) satisfy him of their scientific competence: and

(c) have published, or have made adequate provision for the publication of, the
scientific results of any excavations previously undertaken by them.

(4) Every licence to excavate shall be issued subject to the following conditions the
licensee

(@) shall take all responsible steps for the preservation of any antiquities
discovered by him; and

(b) shall deliver to the commissioner, at such time or times as the latter may
require, plans of any excavations made and lists of all antiquities discovered therein and shall
supply such other information as the Commissioner may require; and

(c) shall make available to the commissioner when required by him any or all
the antiquities discovered in the course of the excavation.

(5) The Commissioner with the consent of the Board shall have power to annex to any
licence to excavate such special conditions as he may think fit.

(6) The Commissioner with the consent of the Board may suspend or revoke any licence
to excavate in the event of breach of any of the conditions, general or special, subject to which
such licence was issued or if for any reason it appear to him desirable in the public interest so
to do.

16. Division of antiquities between Government and licenses
(1) Upon the ending of the excavations and at such time or times. if any, during
the course thereof as he may think fit the Commissioner shall select and claim on behalf of the

Sudan Government such of the antiquities discovered as are in his opinion indispensable either
for the scientific completeness of Sudan Government Museum or for the purpose of illustrating
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- the history or art of the Sudan.

(2) Upon the ending of the excavations the Commissioner shall divide the antiquities
other than those selected under subsection (1) of this section into two groups as nearly possible
equal in intrinsic and archaeological value and shall allow the licensee to choose one such
group;

(3) The Commissioner shall then on behalf of the government disclaim the antiquities
in the group so chosen which shall thereupon vest in the licensee to whom the Commissioner
shall issue a written disclaimer and the Commissioner shall claim and take possession on behalf
of the Government of the other group;

(4) 1t shall not be lawful for licensee to sell or otherwise (in the Sudan) dispose of any
antiquity vesting in him by virtue of subsection (3) of this section and any attempt so to do shall
be an offence under this ordinance and any antiquity in respect of which such offence has been
committed shall be forfeited to and re-vest in the Sudan Government: Provided that this
subsection shall not operate to prevent the license, with the consent of the commissioner,
presenting any antiquity to any museum or educational institution in the Sudan.

17. Licensee to supply reproductions of antiquities vesting him

The licensee shall if so required supply such photographs, casts. squeezes or other
reproductions of the antiquities vesting in him to supply as the Commissioner may think fit.

18. Licensee to publish report of his excavations

(1) Within two years of the ending of the excavations, unless such period be extended
or exemption from this section be granted by the Commissioner, the licensee shall prepare and
publish a report on the scientific results of his excavations and shall supply two copies of such
report to the Commissioner.

(2) To ensure compliance with subsection (1) of this section the Commissioner shall
have power to require from any applicant for a licence to excavate such deposit, guarantee
or other security as he may think fit.

(3) The Licensee shall also supply to the Commissioner two copies of any preliminary
report on his excavations that he may publish.

19. Sale of antiquities

No person shall sell or offer for sale any antiquity unless he holds a licence in writing
from the Commissioner to sell the same. On every sale the licence shall handed
over to the purchaser and no such sale shall be valid unless such licence is so handed over.
Any person selling or offering for sale any antiquity without such licence or without handing
over such licence to the purchaser and any person purchasing any antiquity without taking over
such licence shall be liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three months or to fine or
to both.

20. Export of antiquities
Any person exporting or attempting to export any antiquity without being in possession
of the licence for sale as aforesaid or of a special permission from the Commissioner to export

such antiquity shall be liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three months or to fine
or to both.
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21. Possession of antiquity not obtained lawfully and in good faith to be punishable

Any person found in possession of a movable antiquity which he is unable to show that
he obtained lawfully and in good faith shall be liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
three months or to fine or both.

22. Monuments and sites to be scheduled

(1) The First Schedule hereto shall contain the name, description, map reference
and coordinates of all known monuments which are, or should become, antiquities
and the Second Schedule hereto shall contain the like details of all known sites containing
or believed to contain antiquities or associated with historical events.

(2) The Commissioner shall have power by order published in the Sudan Government
Gagzette to alter or delete from either Schedule and to add any monument, which is an antiquity
in virtue of para- graph (a) of the definition of antiquity in Section 2, to the first Schedule or
any site to the Second Schedule and shall also have power with the consent of the Executive
Council by similar order to the First Schedule any monument which is not an antiquity in virtue
of the paragraph aforesaid.

23. Surrender of antiquities

The Court trying on offence under this ordinance of which any antiquity is the subject
shall order such antiquity to be surrendered to the Commissioner.

24. Jurisdiction
Offences under this ordinance may be tried by the Court of a Magistrate of the second
class or by any higher Court and summarily or non-summarily.

Translated by Friedrich Hinkel.

Source: NCAM Archives
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Appendix 3. Ordinance for the Protection of Antiquities 1999

THE ANTIQUITIES ORDINANCE
(1999 Ordinance No. 3)

The Republic of the Sudan

Ministry of Tourism & National Heritage
Ordinance for the Protection of Antiquities 1999
National Corporation for Antiquities & Museums

In the name of Allah, Most Compassionate, Most Merciful
Ordinance for the Protection of Antiquities 1999

(Translated from the Arabic)
TTH NATIONAL CORPORATION FOR ANTIQUITIES AND MUSEUMES

Chapter I
Preliminary Regulations

1. The name of the Act and the date it is effective
This Act shall be called The Ordinance for the Protection of Antiquities 1999 and is effective
on the date it is signed.

2. Revocation or exclusion

The new Ordinance cancels the Antiquities Protection Act 1952, but all regulations issued on its
strength shall remain in force until they are either modified or cancelled on the strength of this
Ordinance.

3. Explanation

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, the following words mean the statement
before each.

Antiquities:

Means anything surviving from the ancient civilisations or past generations and has been
discovered or excavated whether the object is fixed or mobile and is a hundred years or more
old. The Antiquities Corporation could for technical or historical reasons consider any premises
or relics of archaeological value if there is any interest for the country in its preservation.
Documents, prints, some human, animal or botanical remains are also considered as part of
antiquities.

Archaeological Land:

Means the land which accommodates the site of archaeological interest, or a historical building.
The limits of such land shall be defined by the National Corporation for Antiquities and
Museums.

Excavations:

Means all the prospecting, surveying, excavation, sounding and investigation activities
for the purpose of finding antiquities deep in the earth or on the surface, or in water courses,
lakes or regional waters.

A Historical Building:

Means any building or part thereof surviving from the past generations or civilisations.
It becomes an object of archaeological interest according to the terms of this law.
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The Director General:

Signifies the post held by the Director General of the National Corporation for Antiquities
and Museums.

The Discoverer:

Means anyone who finds anything of archaeological interest and includes local or foreign
archaeological missions.

The Archaeological Site:

Means any site of archaeological interest defined by the National Corporation for Antiquities
and Museums, which is established by the law of the National Corporation for Antiquities
and Museums 1991.

The Minister:

Means the Minister defined by the Council of Ministers.

Chapter 11
Antiquities and Archaeological Sites

4. Ownership of antiquities

1. All relics or objects of archaeological interest, whether buried deep in the earth or found on
the surface, are considered property of the State.

2. The Corporation is responsible for the preservation of antiquities and for assessing
the archaeological value of objects, historical buildings, the archaeological sites
and recording such information and is also responsible for the implementation of the terms
of this law.

5. The State Power to take possession of archaeological sites

1. The State is empowered, within the terms of the law, to dispossess and to take
into possession any site or historical building and has the right to invalidate any right
of property essential for a passage or for a road to lead to such a site. The State also has
the right to take any antiquity from a land the State does not own, provided the State
pays adequate compensation to the landlord or occupant of the land for the actual losses
incurred.

2. On assessing the value of land in which objects of archaeological interest are found,
the value of the antiquities found deep in the earth or on the surface is not taken
into consideration.

6. Prohibition of disposal of objects of archaeological interest

1. The landlord is not permitted to dispose of objects of archaeological interest found
on the surface of his land, nor is he/she allowed to excavate for any relics without prior
approval of the National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums.

2. Whoever excavates or disposes of relics or objects of archaeological interest thereby acting
contrary to item (1) shall be punished with imprisonment for a period not exceeding 5 years,
or be fined, or receive both punishments.

7. Placing posters or notice-boards on archaeological sites

1. Itis not permissible to place advertisements or posters on registered buildings of historical
importance, or on sites of archaeological interest, or on museums.

2. Whoever places a notice board or an advertisement poster on a registered archaeological
site, a historical building or a museum shall be fined.
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8. Prohibition of any modification to historical buildings

1. The landlord of any registered building of historical interest shall make no changes
whatsoever and does not possess any right to demolish the building concerned, or make any
modification that may change the historical shape of the structure or its artistic character. It
is forbidden to construct a new building near an archaeological or historical building
without the prior approval of the National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums.

2. Whoever violates the regulations of item (1) shall be imprisoned for a period not exceeding
3 years, or be fined, or receive both punishments.

9. Prohibition of the use of archaeological land for purposes part from those earmarked

for its utilisation

1. Itis not permitted to build, or dig irrigation channels, or make a cemetery, or a water tower,
or any other activity leading to the erosion of traces of antiquities on archaeological or
historically registered land. Both the planting of trees and their cutting on such land is
forbidden without prior permission from the National Corporation for Antiquities and
Museums.

2. Whoever is found guilty is liable to a fine punishment, or imprisonment for a period not
exceeding 6 months, or may receive both punishments and should remove the damage.

10. Prohibition of building bakeries, laboratories or factories on archaeological sites

1. Itisnotallowed to build any sort of structures or roads at a distance that may affect buildings
or sites of archaeological interest without the prior approval of the National Corporation for
Antiquities and Museums.

2. Developmental projects may be initiated after the completion of archaeological studies and
surveys provided the benefiting parties bear the expenses incurred by the studies, surveys
and salvage operations.

11. Site admission powers of the staff of the National Corporation for Antiquities
and Museums
1. It is possible for any staff member of the National Corporation for Antiquities
and Museums to enter any archaeological or historical building or land that contains
antiquities for the purpose of inspection, observation, mapping, research or taking
photographs. But he/she shall observe the conditions of inspection stated
in the procedures of the Sudanese criminal law 1991, provided somebody else owns
the land or the building.
2.  Whoever objects or hinders the staff member of the Corporation to exercise his/her
powers as stated in Article 11 (1) shall receive prison indictment for a period not
to exceed a year, or a fine, or both punishments.

12. Preparing archaeological sites to receive visitors

The National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums prepares registered archaeological sites
and historical buildings owned by the State for visits by the citizens, research students and
tourists, and shall demonstrate or reveal the technical aspects and the historical properties for
the visitors.

13. Preservation of antiquities
1. The National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums is assigned to preserve movable
antiquities in museums, where they would be studied, conserved and exhibited
in permanent or temporary exhibitions. The remaining antiquities shall be kept
in the antiquities stores and provided with the relevant temperature conditions.
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2. The National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums shall provide an authenticated
and recognised map of all archaeological sites that are discovered, or are in the process
of being so, or expected to yield antiquities findings.

14. The sale of antiquities

The sale or donation of registered antiquities owned by the State is prohibited. These shall be
kept in museums and shall not be removed from the sphere of influence of the Corporation,
except through legitimate ways according to the terms of this law.

15. Exchange of antiquities with other museums and foreign scientific institutes

It is possible for the National Corporation for Antiquities and Museum, having obtained
the approval of the Minister, to exchange portable and duplicate archaeological objects
with similar organisations, international museums and educational institutions provided that the
Corporation feels that it will provide some benefit to the Sudan.

16. Mounting temporary exhibitions of antiquities

It is possible for the Corporation, with the approval of the Minister, to arrange temporary
exhibitions of archaeological and other heritage material within the Sudan or overseas
to disseminate knowledge and present Sudanese culture.

17. Reporting any new archaeological discovery to the Government

It is imperative upon whoever discovers anything assumed to be of archaeological interest
or leads to such an assumption, whether he is an occupant or proprietor of such land, whether on
its surface or below the surface, to report such incidents to the National Corporation for
Antiquities and Museums, or to the nearest possible administrative authority. The authority thus
informed shall report the news to the Corporation at their earliest possible convenience.

18. The rights of antiquities discoverer

It is possible for the National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums, with the approval

of the Minister, to decide whether they would like to add the discovered antiquities

to the already preserved collections in museums or to leave them in the possession of the person
who found them, or in the possession of his descendants according to the following conditions:

a. In case that the Corporation decides to keep the discovered antiquity, the Corporation shall
pay the equivalent current market value of the discovered object whether it is a piece of
gold, silver or jewellery, without taking into consideration the artistic or archaeological
value. But if it is a treasure, the Corporation pays the discoverer four fifths of the value
of the discovered treasure.

b. The Corporation shall assess the value of the antiquity according to the current market
value. The person who made the discovery may sue the Corporation into court if he is not
satisfied with the value assessment made by the Corporation. He shall do so within three
months after being informed of the assessed value.

c. The person concerned, who possesses the antiquity, shall sign a concession to confirm
the right of possession of the Corporation of the discovered object, after payment
of compensation by the Corporation.

d. If, on the contrary, the Corporation decides to allow the discoverer to retain possession
of the object concerned, they shall then write and sign a concession to this effect and register
the object concerned under the name of the discoverer. In this case possession devolves to
the discoverer.

e. The owner of the antiquity is not permitted to dispose of his/her object without prior
approval of the Corporation.
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19. The right of the Corporation to demand an antiquity from its proprietor

It is legally possible for the Corporation to demand from owners of registered antiquities
to temporarily hand over their property to the Corporation for the purpose of study, drawing,
photographing or taking a mould of it, or for the purpose of temporary exhibition. It will
thereafter be returned to the owner.

20. Conservation and restoration of antiquities

Conservation and restoration of antiquities shall not be allowed without approval
of the Corporation. Conservation and restoration shall be conducted under the supervision
of the Corporation.

21. Prohibition of imitation and falsification of Archaeology

1. Imitation and falsification or trading in transportable antiquities is prohibited.

2. Despite the regulations of item (1) it is possible to make models, moulds or photographs
of antiquities with the approval of the Corporation according to the conditions the Corporation
deems appropriate.

3. Whoever violates the regulations of item (1) shall be imprisoned for a period not exceeding
7 years, or be fined, or receive both punishments.

Chapter 111
Archaeological Excavation

22. Licences

1. The National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums enjoys the right to embark
on archaeological excavation and to authorise missions of universities and museums
to excavate on the basis of a special licence in accordance to the terms of this law.

2. It is forbidden to start excavation works on any land owned by the government,
or individuals, without prior receipt of a licence issued by the National Corporation
for Antiquities and Museums, or from whoever is delegated by the Corporation.

3. Licences are divided into three types:

A licence to search for archaeological sites without making any excavations.

A licence to make an archaeological survey authorising the holder to use any means

of search except excavation, but authorising the holder to make preliminary diggings

to ascertain the existence of archaeological objects.

c. A licence for archaeological excavations and to conduct a comprehensive scientific study
on the site, on the archaeological findings and the environment.

4. The licences are issued, on the strength of the signature of whoever is authorised
by the Corporation, after payment of the relevant fee charged by the Corporation.

oo

23. Conditions for the issuance of licences

1. Itis possible for the Corporation, or whoever it may authorise, to issue licences referred to in

Section 23 (3) for individuals, institutions or missions which satisfy the following conditions :

a. The institution must possess an adequate scientific competence to enable it to complete
surveys, prospection, study and excavation work in this field.

b. The institution must have the financial capability to pay for all the operations carried
out according to the approved plans, on the specified period and to pay the expenses
of maintenance, study and publication activities.

c. The institution concerned has already published or made arrangements for the publication
of results of excavation work they conducted in the past.
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. The licensed authority shall undertake to do the following:

To maintain the site and any antiquities he discovers and to submit a comprehensive report

on his achievements.

b. To hand over to the Corporation all antiquities he has discovered and all copies
of the documents pertinent to the special survey, prospection and excavation.

. The Corporation shall have the right to:

a. Participate with any archaeological mission to investigate the existence of antiquities
on asite provided the Corporation states its financial, scientific and technical
participation conditions on the excavation licence.

b. Add any conditions the Corporation deems appropriate to any licence.

4. Any archaeological mission authorised to conduct archaeological activities shall be
accompanied by a representative of the Corporation whose expenses shall be borne
by the licence holder. This representative shall submit an administrative and scientific report to
the Corporation at the end of the mission's work.

e

w

24. Request for licence

The application for a licence made to the Corporation shall include the following details:
1.Name of applicant, academic qualifications and his past experience in archaeological
excavation and publication works.

2. The boundaries of the archaeological site intended to be surveyed and excavated.

3. A summary of the excavation plan and the work programme.

25. Special licensing conditions
1. The applicant for a licence must satisfy the following:

a. Shall be a representative of a non-profit seeking scientific institution or is affiliated
with a non-profiting scientific institution.

b. The archaeological mission shall be composed of a panel of specialised scientists
in archaeology, architecture, drawing, survey and excavation, documentation,
maintenance or affiliated sciences.

c. Excavation works shall be continued as agreed with the Corporation.

d. Reports shall be submitted to the Corporation on the excavation work with the results
and all details on discovered archaeological remains.

e. Maps/plans and sections are drawn according to the internationally and scientifically
recognised standards. These plans shall contain the details of conditions of
archaeological remains at the time of discovery in a way so as to enable their re-
structuring or rebuilding.

f. A list including the relevant scientific details on all the discovered and transported
antiquities shall be compiled and submitted to the Corporation at the end
of the excavations, together with a complete collection of copies of the maps, plans
and photographs.

g. To publish, within two years after the termination of the excavation works, a scientific
publication to show the general results of the excavations, mentioning the names
of the sites where the antiquities were found, and what has been done. To present two
copies of such a report or publication to the Corporation.

2. The licence holder must do the following:

a. Present 10 books, with the publications of articles, he issues on his excavation works
and results to the Corporation.

b. Arrange at his own expense the area in which he made his excavations and display the most
important archaeological remains left on site. Provide clues or indications to show the
sequences of archaeological stratifications and the different eras that have survived.
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3. No part of any building shall be removed or transported before satisfying item (e) of Section
(25).

26. The termination of a licence, its withdrawal or cancellation

1. The Corporation shall either terminate or withdraw the licence if the holder deviates from
or violates any conditions of the licence.

2. The licence shall be terminated if the holder suspends his activities for two seasons in two
consecutive years without permission or an acceptable reason. A new licence may be
authorised for another archaeological mission, which satisfies the conditions, on the same
archaeological site.

27. Rights of scientific property

1. The National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums shall preserve the rights of
scientific property on the results of excavations and research conducted by archaeological
missions. It will offer them a priority right on publications of the antiquities they discovered
and will register the photographs of their discoveries in the publications of the museum in
which the archaeological remains are exhibited or stored. The study and publication shall
be conducted within 10 years after the date of the discovery.

2. The Corporation undertakes to create links among national societies and organisations
functioning in the field of archaeology and similar foreign societies, institutions and
organisations and co-ordinate archaeological activities among them for the aim of gaining
experience and effecting close observation so as to avoid loss of antiquities.

28. Ownership of discovered antiquities

Ownership of all discovered antiquities rests with the Government and is kept in museums

for exhibitions and study, whereas it is possible for the mission which made the discovery, after

the approval of the Minister to:

a. Take moulds of the discovered antiquities and their photographs, drawings, maps and plans.

b. Take duplicate pieces of antiquities discovered on the same site and which are similar
in material, type, description, historical significance and artistic value, which the
Corporation may dispose of on duplication grounds, after the publication of all information
related to these antiquities for the sake of briefing countries overseas on the civilisations of
the Sudan which prospered in the past. The licence holder may specify such artefacts for
exhibition in museums open to the public in his/her own country for an exhibition period
not exceeding two years.

c. Borrow antiquities for the purpose of temporary exhibition or study.

d. Study, draw or photograph objects he/she discovered, which are kept in museums or stores.

29. Exemption from Customs

1. The foreign archaeological mission holding a licence is allowed to import its equipment free
of customs and other levied taxes on the entry of such equipment into the Sudan.

2. Customs law is applied in case of disposal of equipment belonging to archaeological missions
to non-government organisations or individuals.

30. Recovery of lost antiquities

1. The National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums endeavours to recover antiquities
that were taken out of the country by illegitimate means.

2. The Corporation undertakes to preserve and to recover stolen antiquities in co-operation with
the judicial procedures.

3. The police is assigned to antiquities.

268



31. Prohibition of export and trading in antiquities

1. Trading in and exporting of antiquities is forbidden except under a licence from the
Corporation.

2. Whoever breaks the rules of item (1) shall receive 3 years’ imprisonment, or be fined, or
receive both punishments.

32. Destruction of antiquities or demolition of an archaeological building

1. Whoever intentionally destroys a recorded or recently discovered archaeological site, or
demolishes with ill intention a recorded archaeological building, or part thereof, or takes one of
its stones or decorations or does anything that may change the features, shall be imprisoned for
a period of not less than 3 years, or be fined, or receive both punishments.

2. If the wrong-doer of a crime stated in item (1) is a staff member of the National Corporation,
or in the field of antiquities, museums, conservation, restoration at universities, or missions
working in the field of archaeology, or that the piece of antiquity is important, or one of the
prominent antiquities the destruction or demolition or collapse of which would lead to the loss
of part of the national archaeological heritage, the wrong-doer shall be punished with
imprisonment for a period of not less than 5 years, or be fined, or receive both punishments.

33.Conducting unlicensed archaeological activity

Whoever carries out survey, prospection or archaeological operations, or helps, or instigates or
encroach upon registered archaeological land or site and transports antiquities from one place
to another within the Sudan without a licence, shall be punished with imprisonment for not less
than 3 years, or be fined, or receive both punishments.

Chapter VI
Conclusion Regulations

34. General Regulations

1. Inspectors of antiquities, museum curators and guards of museums and archaeological sites
are endowed with police powers to arrest without prior legal authorisation in relation to their
assigned duties, to combat illegitimate trading in antiquities and their smuggling and to combat
damages against museums and archaeological sites.

2. Any antiquities which are the subject of a dispute shall be handed to the Corporation until
the dispute is legally settled.

35. Power to issue regulations

The Minister, on the strength of a recommendation from the Corporation, shall issue
the relevant regulations for the implementation of this law.
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Certificate

This is to certify that The National Assembly has passed the Ordinance for the Protection
of Antiquities 1999 in their session No. 20 of the eighth tournament dated 8th Shaaban
of the year 1420 Hijriyah, which conforms to the 16th November 1999.

Dr. Hassan Abdalla Al Turabi
Chairman of the National Assembly

| agree

General (PSC) Omar Hassan Ahmed EI Beshir
President of the Republic

Date; 23" Shaaban 1420
15t December 1999

Source: https://whc.unesco.org/document/169000
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Appendix 4. Appeals to save monuments of Nubia

The Minster of Education Appeal

In our country, according to the Antiquities Ordinance (1952 Ordinance 2) every excavator has
always been, and is still , entitled to 50 percent of the objects by him; but this is the only
counterpart we can offer. We do not possess important reserves in our museum which we could
cede; we have no attractive sites like Sakkara to offer as a favour in return if the finds
from an endangered site are insufficient; furthermore, we do not have enough temple
and chapels in the threatened area to allow some of them to be transported to foreign countries.
So the only hope that is left to us, after the United Arab Republic’s offer, lies in the fact that
the prehistory, history and archaeology of the area endangered in our territory are much less
known than Egyptian Nubia and for this reason they might attract enough scholars to help us
to undertake, in the short time available, the necessary work of survey, prospection, excavation,
removal and documentation, necessary to ensure that at least a part of the history of our country
—and thus of the world in general — will be safeguarded for future generations. It is because we
need considerable aid from abroad to accomplish the above — mentioned work that our
Government applies to your Organization in order that they may launch an appeal for financial,
technical and scientific participation in the action our Government is planning for this purpose.
It would be of the utmost help to us if participants would be prepared to undertake —
under the general direction of our Antiquities Service — a specific part of the work to be done,
for instance the prehistoric and archaeological survey of a definite part of the threatened area,
or the removal of a certain temple from that zone.

Ziada Arbab, Minister of Education, Republic of the Sudan.

Extract from a letter from the Minster of Education of the Sudan A common Trust
(International Campaign to save monuments of Nubia, 1960, p. 28)

Source: UNESCO (1960a) A Common Trust: The Preservation of the Ancient Monuments

in Nubia. Paris: Paul Dupont
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000066328
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UNESCO Appeal

UNESCO APPEAL BY VITTORINO VERONESE;
Director General of UNESCO,
8 March 1960

The works on the great dam of Aswan have begun. Within five years, the middle valley
of the Nile will be transformed into an immense lake. Remarkable buildings, among the most
impressive on the planet, are at risk of being flooded by the waters, the damming of which will
give fertility to vast expanses of desert. But what frightening a price do we risk paying
for the new fields ready for the tractors, the sources of energy promised to the future factories?
Certainly, when it is a matter of the survival of living and suffering men, this cannot be
compared with the sacrifice of effigies of granite or porphyry. But no one can be faced with such
a choice without being desperate at having to make it. Between the legacy of the past
and the immediate care of a disinherited population in the shadow of one of the most sumptuous
heritages of History, between the harvests and the temples, it certainly is not easy to decide.
For myself, in any case, | would feel sorry for he who, having to make the decision, could
choose without anguish, and who, having made the decision, whatever it was, could carry
the responsibility for it without remorse. Therefore, it is not surprising that the governments
of the United Arab Republic and of the Sudan should have turned to an international
organization, to UNESCO, to ask it to try to save the riches in danger. In fact, these riches,
which it is painful to have to say that the loss of may be close, do not belong only to the nations
that today harbour them. The whole world has a right to their survival. They are part
of a common patrimony that also comprises the message of Socrates, the frescoes of Ajanta,
the walls of Uxmal as well as the symphonies of Beethoven. Universal protection is due
to the monuments of universal importance. Each time that even one of these riches,
which, according to the poet, do not diminish, but increase through sharing is lost, all men are
equally frustrated. Furthermore, it is not simply the case of saving that which may disappear:
we need to expand and multiply an opulence that is still secret. As a counterpart for the help
that the world gives them, the governments of Cairo and Khartoum open the whole of their
territories to the excavations of the archaeologists and agree that half of the works of art that
see the light through science and chance, should go to enrich foreign museums. They accept
the transport, stone by stone, of some buildings from Nubia. A new era, a superb development
is thus offered to Egyptology, so that instead of a world impoverished through the loss of its
masterpieces, there is suddenly for mankind the hope of the revelation of its unknown
splendours. Such a beautiful cause deserves a commensurate effort. This is why | am inviting
with confidence the governments, the institutions and the public or private foundations, and all
individuals of good will, to contribute to the success of an enterprise without parallel in History:
services, machines, money will equally be necessary. All can contribute, and in a thousand
ways. It is fitting that a land that was, many times in the course of the centuries, the theatre
or the motive for conflict based on greed should now be a convincing proof of international
brotherhood. ‘Egypt is the gift of the Nile’. This is the first Greek phrase that innumerable
school children have learnt to translate. May the peoples unite to avoid that the Nile, source of
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fertility and energy, become the liquid grave of part of the marvels that the men of today have
received from the men of the past.

Source: http://ancien.nubie-international.fr/ajaxfilemanager/uploaded/annVittorinoEng.pdf
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Appendix 5. Interviews
INTERVIEW 1.

Date: 30 September 2015

Interviewee: Hassan Hussain Idris, former General Director of NCAM during the period of the
Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage Project. He graduated from the Faculty of Archeology,
University of Khartoum. He worked as a museum curator and then was promoted to the position
of the General Director of NCAM.

Transcript
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INTERVIEW 2,

Date: 30 September 2015

Interviewee: Abd-Alrahman Ali Rahma, graduated from University of Juba, College
of Natural Resources and Environmental Studies. Participant of the First Archaeological
Reconnaissance Surveys of the Fourth Cataract organized by NCAM, former Director
of NCAM’s Department of Museums, former General Director of NCAM and Antiquities
Advisor to the Sudanese National Commission for UNESCO.
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INTERVIEW 3,

Date: 1% October 2015

Interviewee: Salah Mohamed Ahmed, the field director of MDASP, former Director
of NCAM’s Department of Archacological Survey, Director of Nubian Archaeological
Development Organization (Qatar-Sudan).

Transcript

(™) i, A

aY oo ugiy sl

deaf 2ene 7 3la AblBAl dre Cy gl A Gadldd)

(Sae 2 UM £ g phay Jaal) Jaall jaae — gkl g g phall e gl

. Lﬁwhg)\jeﬁ‘)\JSJL;}\J}AJ\g#\&JM\BJ\inﬁMé‘u}M\JJUM@A}Q\‘\%\.@J\JQQ}E\&J&&\

Qﬁ.}&d\ dala ua.'a

i 84555 sl 5l 245 8 ol il il o] sl okl 55 ol o
Aol )

1 J Y gl
9(medill g (pandSY) cuilall (e aSile i) @B g) (o 90wl dpalin ol (i) 4S9 Jard) A AS jLiiall /9

et and ol e S oo dmyy lall 5 L i 8 T Ja aufle i€ 8 ¢ ilgs IS sl ) il Ul g els )
Jasll) Jandl 138 Jia (Baaati s dailia 43 aliall puall Jiad il il g ¢ BV Al el ddda 5 adlie caaliv (s sl )
N (SEEVEN W W 1 PPN P N |

Aoy CulS g il 13 L8 S8 Y Ao @l g canll ke a1 380 Al D) (e LIS T ) ooy 8 Adia
o s gl Caany Al i gl) @y dia g Ay ) Ay a5 1aY) 2ge (8 @) TEY ) sa il Y1 dia 4 sl
Al alane cilS g g il 18 265 a1 s gl L aSall e calad ) cile sSall e () ) 0 g sl 5 ¢ a1 138
) 38 o Jally ey Y glaall @l e o W) cailiasy Ml acall slag) 4 glae s i) 13 il o 685 e sSal)
Lalill) cagio Liad 5 53 Y 5 Lagualiy s (i lllia (f Aikaiall 8 AaLSA) (g sl i dlale T (e ASY L)) 18
N (SEIEVAEN AW

) 508y i) 5 ailSa Led ranal 5 €3 sl Bas g CAlKES Cum (Yo o) — Yoo o) plall 8 ) ddia dylay lllin (S5 10
Alay Tas Tan Cona Caaliall 5 BB dua gill gl) b Lile ) a8 5 (IS 2 (g5 a5 raald AN (e L)
(oM A

il e i alaie) e (LiaskS YY) s Taa b S CalS diagiuad) dalil Aaliis /i

(Lol &l yhe) dihidlh ) jall e gl ) /o

289



Ol el ISl e il 3ale Y adl ga day )i 220 /s

(sLeS)) saec 4S5 Ja ghad) ol oS Al /&

z o ol ool JSE Caaliall 5 DN dpe i) Aggll Sl (e fan iS5 58T B o sllaall AY) aaa IS i
la e ) 8 a5 ol e ) L) Bas g O Y AdLaYly, o) gl ol S dae 5 AalLall LeilLulSal 5 Lt e (3Lai (e
DA e diale @S i (of o JA) A8 LaA e 158K J a3 cil€ g (LBY) 3l Jay) 13¢5y A0l <yl e
OS s das Tas Cama Lle jall a5 (S i Gl ¢ St gl Aadiia Lgias Al i) 3 30 i) BT 3a3) dles
u.ti.a

r

Sandl Al (a9 Aadl) A £ g ) Aylay CuilS CiS Al iaay anludil) g padd) ad g aay /Y

lee 55 Jae Joby bl ) 5 ey clgpantiy Caaliall 5 UM da i) gl (gl daliall LASaY) 44 yra Caai 1Y f
i) U8 LS ale JS Lo 3 ga 50 sa Lag Leaal s Rlatall ol auaail cag puall & et 5 (5 551 el
osal) e 135S 55 0o Cplae Al Aglad) calS e | 5aY) 13 ac Lusall ApiaY) 4 ) cilind) (e LilBaal any
leale il Al dig) dakaiall 8 (Tas Tas Aaatise Allise cl€ i) (Il ¢ jaS ddaiiall Tan o yud) 3531 5 59
Ailaia 5 (55005 5n) dnadl ) e WA o ey (A8 el M ABLYL Jall jed (Jbia o 4 ) ausa
Buaall Cladall dhaiey (V) ans g (B IV b il ol

O WSy 38 0 ganal) 20 B3 5 (g0 o oz 98 8 gial) Lililaly Comliall 5 UM e ) Aiggl) b Uil ) Uil 55 388 e
OS5l gl b 8 Apia ) i) abame (Y cAuiad Lny (o se i (f qolalivnd ¥ UST5 caninse 4y 5aY) 136 o 58
i e el Ak s ) s of W) e (S Lab (i Ll (8 (paime ol (531 cJandl 13y oLl Tille 3asiune
VW omy a8 CilS Cam 8 (e g Y el Cillee e 255 ol 3l 5 B jund) obiay i 4 g I Ailaiall (e
A1 gual) V) Sl LmanS cdia ) liadl o o Sa 3 (mny sae sy Jaall o5l 5 Jil) gd b e i sl
il gl lassilag Caavie Aiay gl 5 (Jaill a2 ) Jal (5 sl iall e g jos ey Caald il 5 ¢ iyl Canil)
ey cAihiall Azl 46 yra 8 aalud & 1 3 se (e dikaial) 4y sa Le A8 pead @l g (i) (5,8) el ddal) e
(3B Janll A 53U Aol pua g g 5l

B o) Gl & L M) cany (Al a8 gal) Baad B aSiile ] al ) JOUAY dbhaiay 4y YY) 281 gall dda A SllUa (S Ja /Y

590t JUT M) £ g pdial Aadl) pun g B £ g pill 0 1 9 JA5a IS (e ALY LIS Lgual dingl) cuils Ja /¢
fandl Adadl) gl gl ALY Ja gl JalSl) g ase CullS aSigal g Al cilaasl i o inay

¢ dand) Ataad 818 ciluilsa) lilia cuils Ja /o
815 5 58 gia L dead) o Uy Ay g (A Alhaial) (e da glaal) ciilS Ja /1

La sl L) CilS (5 Y sl (g llligh Aslaiall &5 8 5 gane Jeo @lllin OIS 38 ¢ jhiall (ge Ulay 38 Ly &
A8 e Gl 23 ((VAAT SV AAA) e el ea 5l aie Aalad dlae) jae aal age 8 4y cdld 38 Caalial) 5 53U
Cuald () AAT) ale 8 Lag ) Arala cl€ @l 8 i il 2SO iy jsuby 0 52y oSl Aaliia (e ypd
5 O Ay sl Al Caald LS ¢y Alhaia) Ay S Aiae Jlads dihaiall A (Jill el daal) e Slagi) (s
elllia S @iy JS U8 Jaill (5 jenll dicall e (5 5 maall (e s ¢(149Y-21990) ol g2 Y1 8 Liadl Caalial)
O st 1508 dll 5 65500 S e Adkaie 313 (o ) sllad (pdl) Gty ) Gpidall Ly o8 ) piiaidl) )
) ALYl agilaaia) (e s 5 Lo Badlill dals g HBY) S a8y oy plal o il al ) JOLE Adkial )l )
Cald LS Lgie S 5 Lgmany ) 50 5ty | 5S G cdilaiall b (Cplaal) ISl laaagy S 30 2 V) adail) iany agran

Llls o) dilaia (J8 J 5S) dalaia 8 Jasdl (lany Liad) Ddi dadla

290



O 3o e oh Ll ALalSia dingio ddyea Aoy A Slllia S5 A ST cdalaial) Jsa e glaal) (e Ol Sllln (S 48] ina
2l oLl dadaie 3 4 ST A8l e

S Akl Jeal) ddas el b GullS aolaie ) o3 dilaiall oo Tl 38 giall e glaall (oany clllia cailS ale J<iy
3l sall Aigia A ya (ge Al (ST Jin il e i o oagie 6 e g0 2 Y OIS @l (e ae ) e
Caaia 5 Plday jall Coniall iny 5 Chaliall LD dpa sl Liggdl )5S 45 cuald Lo 138 5 cAilaiall (B3 s sall Ay 3
sl gal) eluilae

a1 LAY Adbale & 4 5 ) gall 40 gY) Aa A) an gy ciilS Jand) Aty oy i O ¢Sas Ja 130 /Y

iy I3 (e 81 Lay y of cAilaiall 8 3 31 a8l gall i 5340 of Ada ja a3 (ol Caagll ol (L) g I3 (1S 088 cans
b o 5 alall 8 sa sall a8 sall jeany 4ailE Joo Ll clgipani 5 dakaiall 852 g sall 43 5V a8 sl 5 00 sall i
Aahidl A ()Y

Saadl ddad £y ol (il s e /A

el sl (g (@Y o o Yo Yoo V) ale 8 ity yall Canially 40l gl JEY) dman ¢ Laia) (A ¢ (33U ddadl) iy
Gpan Sl G ¢ laill IS 888 13D B S Alaias] @lllia (4S5 al 5 4y el Y1 dman 321990 Hle oS b S
OY A clld g colsall W yerd Cogas Al dalisadll o il sl ) ALYl Juailly alee o glladll (e 438 Laas
aladl 8 U gl e €05 S S5 ad a) 490 Glall 8 Caaliall 5 LD dga sl Al 855 S ) il sleal)
(s a5 gie Apulud Cila slaa clllia il Y 4 L Y

colpall ) Aty duall psn gl /d

(Bl sagall diaiall 8 ) 5all g shaliall o 5 cand) B pm olia o yesd Co g ) dalisdl) /s

Lo OISl gl i sale ) (shalia ()5S o gas ol /i

Lelee Grda g W jluse 2aa 5 o ghad dsed adae (S il 5 oy jeSU AN L ghadl) /4

ale ol 8 A a5 L 138 5 i) adle iy ia o alladl 5 )BY) adinall 40 (S Lo clllin IS 43) Jixag
s pua Glo 5 b )liae S Alainy) Aida Aleall 84S Liall 35 all & (e s G anad hasie aa gy caY 00 Y
Ll YU Apa ) Cliagd) (any Culd O any ol el ) Adkial) andy Caaliall o 3O 4 gl Aiggd) Cuald cell
il g clgy palal) alaia Y g dalall ava Janll 4l 5 o laill

disgl) oy B g pal) Adadl @AJSLJSE.AH Qu&u‘e@&;#&i#ﬁj éﬁ&i\.\éﬂu&«ﬂ& LY WA
€3 gul) LT Bas g g caalial) g BN da g8l

6 LY s 3 suall 2 B 55 ) aa Ay 50 4 CileLaia) @lllia CilS 5 dan s s Gai Glllia OIS 38 xS
L e Alifiue dpunia 4 )Ll 20 00 5 ole & o(Aaadlal) aeY A8 58) Al AS 5l 5 oY adil) sas il (alall
Al 5 Alall 3 ) sall 5 28Ul iV lae 8 (g liin) cailaldl s il Hall dee 8 duanadiie el o2 dLlall s
sl anen ana Aagaday i ) e slaally Conliall 5 U dga sl Al o 35 cil€ ) AS 5N gd Al Aalal)
oy b et Claglaa o Chaliall 5 HEO de il Al dnling Lo JS 865 4S50l o2a il Ladle | oalad
:Jie Lgika

3yl i) eaa g3 Al Ay S Ada AN /0

Ll ) sall B e lagaass Eilall (8 (il 3ale ) ddlaie 48 yra /o

() Tnaall) auadl (e Al 5eSU Ll JBL Jasdl jlse /iy

Agiha gl 5 A 3 51 i) e Jand) 5 Gansiil) 430 300 Al mia /7

Adadll aa sl IS i 5 4618 Do) elllin ulS iy (alds o Sy

291



$Aial) A 5 cliagdl SLiaY) hlie o s adie ] 1la o Jligu /Y

ezl 58 siall dpalall 5 Apalal) CllSaY) many elgaad Apia) &y V) Clinall e B pilae 4 KW Cleld) e aaic
5B Y o dikhie 8 Jead) Juadl ciilS 58153 50 bl Lgpal <l Al suadl BV dgman JU Qs e
) Qo] G Ay 5 pall Byl dmy Lo g oy 5 pall Byl 2 (Bin Baame <l 5 Ao 58 i) ALl ¢ sl glS €
Aaige (Al Agail g Wiy 5 (o)l 08 La s 5 8 Jandly alain ) il gall () 50 Chnia Aind IS LS Al gl 3N
Lgalaia) S il g Aol gl lunilag Canle Limy a3 Al g D) Loy ) (3laliall aganiag Lialh cAapill s pusall & DUally
oy lllia CalS i 13K g lan 35S aglee dilaie il 3 eS Cilalie & (Sl g Y sl Jee 8 Gualy
LAY clib giudl e ddlida il gise b jlicly «aS lasae (IS Gl el o 52 s sall BV aled ciliagl)
L)yl (e Adlide &l aa Ll Lo U ()5 Jaill gd Jia Jsn

t ) (B el Juadi (S

Jasais 5ol S (e Agalall 5 dalall Ll 508 oy V) cliag) alaial /i

o et Al g el guall (8335 gall ) panll e dans pac 8 Jeall S Lgle ) g Y liadl) plaia) /o
Baaaal Alaiall 3 8 Caaliall o BB A gill Liggll 4n

Ao 58l Apgll 5 L) 4y SV cliadl (g0 I IY) S (pm pe S50 5 el ) g0 q 58 Ol J ) (S eaile
D60 A& Ales A e} (shalie a3 55 8 Chaa Lag @lld U8 13 dala a3 5l 138 (e (0 yaoiad 38 Ainy (o clllia (S5
¥ A B cliagd) (e Lgd ual 288 Lal) Gy 8 gl el (e e Coan) )5 i) 4
& D) shalie s caald ) S gal) Aiad (g el 5 clgilanads ol Leilalaia) e ud @Bl 5 3 Jaally
W e 5 dnpeall Ay ¢y g yallS dadlal) HEYL @ jaa i) 4y i) dikaie o ) @l (s3ay Lay 55 ) ella
3B Lag s daans sal dame 38 Ja dlalal) clinl G W) ie el 5 Tava Ld (IS 31 5 3 50€ (il g alae (1
D81 Al el Loy agin el llin (o) Laaliiely dpial) cliadl (cany 8 AL Y] Gany a5l 128 &
L e 3l cilS HBY) alhead cdpnpnall ¢ 381 5 4y jauall o gl i cdiadld ye @il Ll al )l JOLAN ik
a0 OBl dilaie i) halie o L gale (il clllia Sy o) @l ¢ julia g (Sluse

faalg By A Ll a) dua 0 agililadiad CuilS Ja g oo laill Auialy) 4 50 cliad) Al cuils s /Y )

&5 () +-) (s 5o Ay dwia) A A1 el (A ) 8 Alaia) Sl CulS yaY) (S of J Al (S
s de saall 5 AN il (e il 2ae alacaiy Linad ghaliall Gy S 55 43 bl JLiaY) 3hlic agaic
Lo, Alag €07 Laae K
Ly g0 LgiiBlia gy WREN dma) ya GUUR (S JA (Sld (S (A8 g cculing) Jand AB80 Aaglia LA cuilS & Jhigaad) /9 ¥
Sdand) o 48 ) cuils Cas

ie o8y Abaiall gy 5 348 g e (S5 o1 ) Aa N ol i e S 55 b cctilinl) Jaad ple a3 olllin IS
Ailaiall Lalod < pe 28 Zalaial) @l & W san 50 A5 pee (0S5 (gl 0l i) 038 g pall Byl ) cda S 5 jlan
Gl ) i) 46 jea ) dsenia Chaliall 5 U A il Al Jra Laa cdaalill dpapusal) 5 53l B0 3 a5

Aahidl ells i laasay S5
diba gl 4 Y ial Jee rads Cg ¢ gl dngl ST A JS A ) 50 o U Aggl) Callad 3 ganal) 4 Bas 5 i€ LS
b Al 4 F) i) A8 eyl paipall i o8 ) A8l cled (ool Jypall 4y ) sty lld g Apia¥l
Jaala 1) yaigal) o3 Lead caald ) glaliad) el Jlie 5 Lo gae  Slasal) Jand) (8 0SS ) o) caal S JOLEN ddlaia
5 Jlae S al yet ol el Gl BN S Lgusds Alaal) oL L SlD IS s il I il )41 S
Clan 5 g g o calall il il o IS e (35 5 DA JS5 B Lgidilia o (ya g cAlaiall (e Gl 4 YY)
i iyl s 9l o e OIS a8 Al Gl Jeal) Fanl i) ans a5 dla) b Lgia 5aliiuY) o5 Bada

292



Cantall Ky J8 (e 43L33) 5 e sheall pand (i 5 S0 a8 g Glllin S LS Jenll Galadd 4 sllaall il glaall Jolsi aa
e glad) Sl ol ity 4l

?Q@Uﬁ‘i\ubﬂ.}cﬂl&&ﬂse\ e gua gal) Aadl) o juow Alaad) 5388 JMA Jaadl jaw oS JA /N Y

e OS0s 1 (50 A Ay a3 (e gl I DL dilaie Jie 5 € alaial Jaall 505 Aipse 3dad auin 5 Canaall (1
EJE\EJL'AAJG]A;}:&:Lﬁigwﬁoﬂ}cuﬁﬁ)ﬁﬁ‘)@‘)u‘oc&@ﬂ@abﬁ@bﬂdid&;dﬁd\dﬁy
Gy il all yaa e il aal I DAY 4 e 8 Glld Chan 35 (ol saall Gy )5 3 Tan daga BB A 5 cy s yall
GUA S i ) 1 LA Adkaie 3 o oS0 & sl Al J gl Sl 058 5 cad Jandly 1508 T semna ks
& plin) dllia OIS ale IS8 K1 Al pall 555 e o Ao g sall Aadll Aol sl Jpaais s e 551 Y
OSs Al il 5 e S 5 jlima Ll Lgy cansa s ) ol sall A dala g e ) il U8 (e Bpulad) 3dad) Cilga 3

d;éww\gﬂﬁgsudpju}ﬂu%?}(u\)&aﬁﬁ)@;‘M\gﬂhgﬂud};}cﬁy

i :'C“m Jsaad)

(o BAEILY) ol Ja g o gl) AlY LB Tan S g pdia W el Alaal) pUEH Jaad) s gl g (1) iy graall /9
Sl & dd) 4 gil) ST M3 dlaa 4 o

3 gall JS M8 A gm0 Asal) ) Jea gl a3 e Jid) Ao gl BT M8 dlea e 35k oall A (e
i) g5y Y 28 e 3l Jaladl g Apalall 5 A i) 5 Al b€y (0 A @lld ) 4p3ay) o jliiall el Jia 3 i 59
(oY) Ala gl e cCoaliall 5 VDU da gl Al clS a8 Asbaiall 8 A Y1 o) gall JS & (e St s JalS S
I Adain Jiay (g jbms 5 i phsad o S 5l OIS a8 agle A A1 ) gal) JS MG Akl piny dalusa 5 dgdlia
Ja i 7yl s Glllia IS 088 Zakaiall oy )5 8 A g ymae (S5 o] A ) gl e 55l DA e i g al )
an Lo Ja a5 Aty Aia Jiad il (e Y1 il e (5 sin Ailaie 8 4 51 cling) alaxa S50 () Jing
Sl el e YY1l jde sl (g5 3

Ge 0583 O amg Sl LEAYT 038 (81 el LAl any 38T e pae cladi aa3 elld Jle S g g e G Aada
o LR iy Lo O (mas ¢ oS3 80 05 o mg o (a5 ciaiall T & (pemnadiiall ans aa SN 5 bl JDa
Aslaiall Jiay of lad ng

€ o M) L) Lagia (S Ay I il (f ¢Sy Ja /Y ©

(o2dae Ayia ) B8 ylie e S 2ae jia (e 5N 8 e adl sl OIS 388 ajde | o3la) Lilin) Lagie (S 4) ans
Gl Lyl S aas Y a8 il g eyl il s ) jSall Ay 31 ) sadly Caaliall BUSES) 5 o Ja ol Slie 4y 5 all 3 yaillS
Alia Gl Eaan Lo 138 g Maaad b gas AV ol sall (g0 0 G Allin ol alall a4 ra ["Emam aa s Ga 2 Y OIS
S 8 QY (e Ledan LS 55 Al Apapnall 3 58l 5 (59 p0 2 e B 588 Jiai il lany

3 Ay cidaially 4 30 o sall JS M) A graay Alad) die aalustll o cailS 601 A Gl el ol (S 13
Aglad) die Ly ale o Caaliall 5 B0 dpe il Al CilS Adall oda ay jliiall o2a Jia 8 &l iy g T ell ala ) 5SS
Janll Ja sl (aadiall HalSI g Cagu ) a6 13 gl g Jlall ) Leadl g0 2 gai
‘dlﬁjasﬁjauqsw‘@;}@Udﬂh;’u;w)h)&.@lsﬁ&w\z)ﬁ}mm@};@tﬂ\&l&ﬁm]\
i (e il Jial) Jaaes Axd Aahaial) ) Joa s 3 (3 k5 ol by J8 dalas 3l ol 38 & praca pe
b el day i o A jE CailS e gall 3y Y Al L s il ) Aalaial) 2 g 55 e A I JA S
Jarll ()88 3 ) A8 jall Bama § ke 2 5n g adal Ao by i gLS Caunedll Jash ) glaii Y Adlusall G alall s ¢l
W Ashaiall 038 Jin (8 Jaall 448 aan)) jol S ) ALYl Aals il je ¢ 515 duals Gl i ) glisg ddhiall &
Jan S IS8l pdall all gis canall 8551 Al sady au

293



8 LY il Jaad o015yl 3 agumd ) A cplaall SN any Jad 3y (3la il ;S g ZAIGH AU
cJandl a5y J sl 2ia da jlaall 038 3 5edn 38 5 canall 3 5)3) () et Ay Y1 Clind) Of ()5 iy OISl IS s dilaiall
iy Jlaiinly (3815 2l a8 dating Cplaall ISl o] g U] ey (815 Aalaially Al e 2 g s Dl o it Laa
OV Y) eaada 58 yidl Adlaiall 8 WYL Ul ) smann s a1 OISl S5 Y1 &) 0 5 jain g ) b dating ISl gL o

A duall L8 2y s el 51 sl ol (5 jad elllia 5 (aiae o lld 8 28 agiany

fpslaad GUS JSdy Ciglata ol (ragdiia ) 59 Al Omlaall GlSal) oy JBl (oSas A /11
Y M) Lpaaly Galaall (Sl 4y ge 65 mal g g Al (e £ 3o OIS Ja /Y Y
Jia il sl didata ;Jie L 48 Jleed (ol o) ya) b al SN Aa5 g aull ALl dcadl ) cilS saana Slal lllia

Y Cplaal) G (b 5l A QYD e Ledaa J Al (Juill el Sl dacall e gie S ¥ e SST S e Uad
A 53 5 a8y g e Jaad) T 38 OIS L85 50 9 (e sy Lol Albaiall 8 5 Y1 Jaall (e g 3

dahial) 8 Jand) by Jadh pLEISY) Al af gaail) (lany LA (S Ja /YA

caaliall 5 BB de gl L) Ay pa dida 63 saxil) HSAT Lpeadld Ul 5 ¢gai gy Cann 38 (SLaY) amy Glllia s
(OUaiiny) sale ) dikie adiall (gaf g dilaia ) 4n gill Llinial 5 el ol aan ddiay g 2l as A Lglae gl 28 CilS
T 2AY ) gkl ) gl ol 5 Lol il dacial 21y 53 ¢Cplaall Sl U8 (e Bnll g s G

LA JE) a3 A1) Ay Y 30 gal) o gl ol lllia (S Ja /Y4

Jeall aany 5 )3 e 8 ke (g2l OIS U e pually palas V) 4 V) @l sall e gan (gl lllia (S5 a1 Y
Oalaall LSl At 51 Laiua) 5 55 s Lead Jand Gl il U] ) gl plal (3halie clllia dakiall 6318
Josal) A <l 7V gy Haiig Y1 a5 ,aY) hlid) (e 8 S cagiedle o Walia ddlaidl & 5ig
85 pias age LBl g agma (ym gliill Coalial) o HUBU A gl Al ¢ gl a2y dualss Glaall GISll U8 (108 508 o glaill
Oe Claall S ae Gila Aagda ClS Y (e 03l (S Le M) 5 Jand) Alial gy agd gty jilal Laa ¢ HBY) 3
od panii Caaliall 5 HB A gl Ael) il

A5 el Al Casy ) el (8 LSl sy JEY) Aleny ina s Js e puaS Caaliall 5 U dua il Agd) o /0
ki) o )l s sgde g 55 8 aalud 8 ) Gy 50 ) sally Al 3,8 Ghalia e 8 dguad] A

ilaiall U1 A& g S5 cauall L A jlae 8 agia 8 Cplaall (S pa Caaliall 5 BB A gil) died) (3l /o
N g 31 81 ) Uy Lol g 55 s ALl (335 0 a5 13) B g8 0 s ool i s 1
38 gl e ) ga (e ag5at Lo ISy U158 paie Sl 5 (Slue (e LeleSh dahial) 1) e 5,08 e sSall G inay
&5 13} 4y cglaall QIS ccaalial) 5 S e l) Al I8 (e gt lllia S LS el agie S agdli s caslad
sl 138 Jal) dagday g Ailaial) HBT MEY IS ye gl 06 8 ki e ar jlal a6 eyl ol (g )l
g lllia (K Al G &1 cand) Al e 1 pal 1 puald 25 e Y Jaadl Lol (a e (A glaliall (any 8 Caaa 38
Gl O (S Jae ags oy al ¢ i 53 Ja s Jall il Aduall 8 i o) dilaie Tayaad (5 a0 S i AV Ay IS
A Jee ajle

ol 5o LS (g8 Ly 5 Jaall 558 s jemni) eJand) Jlad] (8 TS T3 (g 0 Jalad (1S 388 ¢ 3l e a1 A0S
AY et sl YAy s Aia ) cliad) oY v 07 a3 Ak gl Bad) oY 0 ) aladl (g

294



13lal s LS cpa 3l LS JA /Y o

Al L et i) AL el 5 A g (S 358 (L el by 1LY s 205 JS TS a0 05 1Y
Qiqsdlbdsd}ae's)l\és}_é}lﬂ‘;él&l\dw\}}ﬁgeﬂl‘\}ﬁ\5&3}@;&&1})3\}5#&0‘@;}“&\@0\5
B)}).ALAJ;(:J‘\W@.\JHALAA‘;QJGS!\S&A‘Xgabd\esﬂhﬁji\@mmggﬂ\.\;mjﬂdi;\\yo\&dtgd)ﬂ\
_gﬁ\.ﬁ.’\}]\d.uj\

LS s Y Jaadl (de o peally A gal) Tyt A Caaliall U e gal) gl 8 Lo e 31 5 y38l) S e 45 5laa"
"5 g e U A8 dles 8 dealually Cilad

a9 Al all La SUAS) dmy 4y 51 3 gall Badad Sana Ay Jaadl ddad L lllia olS Ja /Y

O AR (35 Yinad 1S ol ge il J) 55 Y 5 el (o A o Ledan JU5 ol (Al ASAA (8 0 YAl 1S yia
edain g JEY) (o pal dasl) 03] JalSia Conia ol G duall 3 1) pa dad lllin i€ (K1 6oy 5 (5 5y Chaia Jia
oo iy g (ol S 0 ge ) ALYl AV el (305 (i pall Asdlall ol sl amy (e oy
a5 Caaia (5 Of 5_SE CilS Caatal) 138 (& Liay) 4 je oy of Adadl) b S e LI i) 8 gl dalaidll
dihia g Al ool plSall (ool 5 8 Caatia e caaliabae Al Galaall Sl Adlas s e 5 e pe Ll e cdals
Al el < Cand 81 SlalSie Tan 5 laaie ¢ 6 () Canliall 5 B Gpe gl Aiggll 5 ,S8 S L (55 pa 5 Lgumad 2l
SV - ple IS8 UV (i pry sed bl a5 Al (5 g e Allaie T (im0 Y g8 5 (55 pe e oLl a5 L o3iay
Canial) 138 ALl (psanio | S Al e o el a8 (i 3 ol pn s g9 0 2 AT (0 e 3 353 5 e e il

228 50 (0 pelii o5 ) B a8 ge (B 02 s

LA 3R a3 (1) A 5 30 gal) SRS RS gl Ui (4S5 Al Adly J 4Rl (g J /Y Y

Lgra dalisay Gl il 128 Jadad a8 g 3paay 3 o) A pe Gl oy &l Alaal) il i o 8 0 Uadl) ey
Qb ey o5 cdae (35 S 8 Leale Clal 5ol 5 ane il Jlael o) 3a) &5 as Lol sall 038 (3 3330 W Jagai's (a )Y (e

Cra g W M) Ay G o (A1) Ay ) 30 gal) Jahay 3l Lah 3 gdal) B 5100 9 Aingd) O GBea (o Adadd) il Ja /Y ¥
G paally Al ddee S Ja AT rey fdialial A Lpda e ol ara il Jlesiy clad Al 2y g1 ) &
el ol o)

S Sl e 0 5S0 Cagas lld i Alaa (g 3@ Lal o 3 508130 (S ¢ el 8 Caeali 38 G ST Ly casST cass
(e (LS o L) 8 5 6o ) a3 38 da) 5 oo Slllia Ly 5 el Goa jadl a3l jall 5 o 3al) (SW i e
e 2 saud) 2 A Ly cadd 3l g ol 51 o) sall & gand) g Al all Alee Jaguatl (5 5Y1 CRBSD and & Lggll
(slas¥) S5 (53 5) ALy sha b il 3 gl 24 B 5 8 D) ae Jandl |5l (Al (@AY Jae ) e )28 38 IS 13)
Canial) b e ol Lale @lld el i Ayl o jusill IS a8 ¢ Juadl JS00 3 sall 028 e Ladlas () (Sl (e S
& Janll Tay o ey ccaniall auly Lealaasd (i ity dp sSa il 985 elall (5500 S e 3 LeaY 2an 38 - yikal)

gl @y GFY) A dalae s 0 Jlaa uead

SAadl Cpa 0 S 5 ()R g iatia ¢ LA (pe 3 JS Adadl) culaa Ja /Y ¢

oSal) Wale W38 ¢ YT e Jiled) oSI @lld Baa g Latie cJaall Zolay (0 cpaale amy Sela (S5 o) (e el o1 Y
<d gl tﬂh‘funl’e.\uﬂe‘g (dahidll CJ\A&_)JJ‘}(L@-\\@MJQJMJJ;\JUISA‘;JU_Y\ a&hﬂt‘y@}d\‘_g

295



4 5 ) gl g e el S5 65 5 pe Alae (8 dinal) Uil 5 3 sl 3085 B g (g LS 5 Y L]
CM‘L}JJ‘M@"M H.\ﬂ\g;}f)s)a:\;h.mumm

e Caulia IS5 A Y o) gall 028 Lads pae 3 Cranlis Al LY (lany clllia

() Sl e Takalia (IS A (5 5 o Ailaia adine ya5) dpulpad) il /i

«g 5 el 5 Adkaiall (& Cp YD (e S i

eJadl 8 Al 45 0y o) KU Gl guall A &) gia (5] ) 2 g g ade Al /i

i Js il ) aiay dagh ddivia J) gel cllin CulS 5 5aS Gules @llia (S i gl @l 8 (s sl L) auza ll /2
Al o3 Jia da 4lSaly i culS 5 el e o giad) Jlai)

ly aie | LS ¢ JalSia (5 il 5 daie S pa ) oS3 dihaiall 028 Ganadd A oxaldl dhal 5 o Gaag (IS 430 sie | cale
a3 by el cllla 3y

Ol Lale gl b A Apand) Culanall g 8 31 < 6h 13 Juadl JSdn JAY) Alas a5 o Saal) G (S Ja /Y0
Sandl Jagdi A G AN 3 3¢l oda Jial zliak 38 A8atall 3 60 4

O OSsal o (Sl fae 3 538 Lgy AU (lagiull) a8l sa (S5 ol 3 Lilee (SLal i 8 dala ST JS) 5 cans
O Bt 5 6 Y sl 5 il s Jie Algus s Baae (3 ks L yra Sy (IS 1 ulial) Sy (L e A sl
2138 5 gl ol gall o) Cll) el ARG e ) ge (e 5SE 8 SIS e a8l se ()Y das @lld g ¢kl
dgdle ) sinll amy (e laiin) Jie Qb ) 4 sa clllia OIS @A & ) 3 Sl (amy o) Adlaia) 8 ad il
il e il ) i€ | S Sl e Y A @lld g au) (SlaY 2l<a (€5 o] Aaiiall julaall ApeS i LS
L;\;c\M\w@ﬂ\&M\@uﬂ@\&&M\@L)&@M\c&&fﬁﬁﬂ@)ﬁﬁéﬂ\

.@M\Q&M\a&u@aﬁ}&eﬁuﬁoim&Juﬂu}!\j@o&ggﬁﬁﬂ\d@\@m@

¢ (B ggall B aSind g S (S Jarl) Jguad Of LgilSaly (A8 356 O (in 138 /¥R
8 me 1IN QUi s (38 LY Aylend Lilal lUing 88 21y dan TS 0580 38 G31 @gull Jals Liali cand pad

53 Jia b 53 130 (ST eleleShila in (Saall (e (00 ol il 5 66y T4 Lo IS 3l )l il i ga 8 Ll S
Lol IS e Va5 Ll A0l A0S 5 b LEENEA] o Vgt 55 0 (Sall (30 (IS 5 peaYl

96 g diall B Lgaladind Al (e g Lgala Ay al 13lalg 3 3¢ ) oda Jia o J guaall 4 gra clllia ¢ls Ja /YY

(gl elly 8 Lgilaad Aaull Jlaty) gladl 8 (5l LS e i) Jandl 3l e onpal 8 081 Ly 2
oaL Y dala led e i a8 3l g o o, ilS mdand) e 5 jalall @81 sall o) ) diLeayl

flgalad saa o i pxall o ia Aguliie Ly B L sad wly al ) W13 35 3601 0l JSR1 ey Ja /YA

(g5l sl 8 S (i JSy Lt padiind Lo S e gll @lld 830y sl dalias jeal) elli alasin) 3yl oS3 Al
TS S alh Y1 cant Ll

296



(BN | gaal)
gl 4y il Slagls /¥4

3 13) 8y 5yl A gl o) KU1 A ¢ A J ol W el ddaa Tan 3 i€ a5 Lgy cilS L) 4 jaill ad ) s
(b o) o3 Lo ()l e | LS Jitusall 8 Lguind (e B3EILY) (S ) 5ill o S (IS llligh anal) 13a Jies Jee
JOLE) Adlaia HUT e slia b of e aé ) e can (o Y ) afie e e 3l Jale 545 il g Al culiilSaY) ae & lia
o pgrns o8 La OS50 38 ccailal o) il sas o) g Akl 038 3 Jae e IS G aie | LS clan Tan 53S0 ) )
Alaall oda Lt 3l Tas Tas Gl iliil) (e of el 5 Al dai e Jsaall J)saD Hlal 5 2 56

Al ) 31 gud) Hladall (pa ccaaliall g S dalall Aigl) (e 3uila gud) 3l I (e Tan Tan i€ dae a8 3/
GSJU]u...\ufﬂAju».\)..\fau;a.\cLuA}EJSLu‘\}(UUMUJJJSJ)\;UAJLJMQ_!L»\JJL@.J‘_;J\

GBI Y el g Il 1o Jiay Jae 3,130 A8 5 cdglial) 3y oY) Jlee Y15 dlialdl 4y 31 Jlae Y1 e aga 535 /) -
‘_;z;ckﬂmiﬁ;ﬂ%ﬂ?ﬂ@ﬁjijdﬂ\dw\dﬁﬁu!&si‘)ﬁ\‘;!:\ébbj_@M%d)mﬂ\a@bﬁw
Bkaal) ol B ga el il e Juans

Y Olagaadl A oY) Jaal) Jlaa B gl jalsl) il paka e ciadaa Gl ey 138 Ja /¥

DS Sl e s el gaall 3 glaall shalially &5 jlae el sad) (A g Y Jiall 8 Jexy A 0l (o s Ul
3 sS ol asief agle o gudl Jsa Jsal) ae Tam 5,88 clidle s Ul (e S 8 Cilee 28 Zakiall 8 Aa 5l
M A Gl 5 AIS i L) i Jadl e 55008 55 a5l 5S o sad) 8 5 51 Cais))

(sl () g L) /i

A AV ) sally ) 5 /i

Gkl 5 o)) M5 (el 5 S saill g dpatill ay jLiia e JUEY) jaedi (8 aalid o S Cilangd dliga) e /s
e gl

LY 5 (e Ja Bas) 5 AN g Apdardl 8IS () 5K 38 (5 Y1 CRBSI Qe (8 Al sud) )5S (e 3 s sall Of (saliie) A
fact 5 Taly ey I3 Lo glasaall o il ¢gla saall Y 5 U iy o g ¥ 3353 sall )5S0 dae (o LS ol gl
gale Ca il () 53 gandal 3B 5 f s Jaot 38 ) 2y Y1 o) gl el Jliie W) 8 sl ae s Y Cand) Jlae
o pas Gl B 5l Y 5 1ellA Jlie il 5 alaliall @lli 8 Caaliad) 5 U Gy gl Aipgll 56 (ol 2 5 a2 A
Dabean paxig (gaad U 8 e sy Sie laal e b DAY (S il 5 el pnad) Jann s B e 31 Y S Ll
sAsaile Coymill o Al e o8 g lld e Bacl oa Laclllia Jy clas Tas (8S 028 oy ol 5 4%y i Lo Of (Jray, JES
Anlie Loge 4l S 51 I giuna 5l 5S4 Lgaal Gl il 5 U Al el O A elldg | IS ST S, o8
Addaid) elli 4 Slasd e sy b

@ 5e 03] Jidt Layy el gmall B la S A jall peme 4y seen (A 1B Jis e SV 3 10Y 45 )l Ly jal 13
@50 50 1l ey ol gaall & Caaliall 5 HED e gil) Aiggll ol JS Ay pall pme Ay ) sgan A Lad aal
A e s cpilhga s Jlee (e clelaSl canbiall 5 B dua sil) Al 5ol ans gl 8 8 (g sbt B Al 5 ¢ oY)
c s Y deall Jin 53 S0 e 5STase I 0l sadl i) of Tl ey agle

SO gl (B gAY Jandl Jhaa al daga & A gadil) ay Ldiall Ja /¥

Sl ) i s se g (3labia (8 Jonl) A 58 e o8 gl s ol i ()5S 35 Lggm 58 5130 (S0 5 cangn g0 2Ll
(6345 & 5 o Sl (5 o113 4y (galiic] by pumlall 6 gl 5 Camlial) 5 S A il Rl s 5 5 Comamny 5 50
Zalaiall 5 ) s 51 Aani lld 5 cRaial) i & Jaally Conliall 5 0 da sil) Risgll g a Ll gl U SO Ashaia
) ) oy (3lay L a8 5l i 3 T inn gl Tange 0 555 08 2y gl g e oL 0 (mas LelSlita a0a s

297



o 501 i 58 0 i ) 13, aEnY) (g L 5 el o 91 0 5 2 55 om0 /1Y
¢ pualal) e gl b chalial) 5 550

3 e W 3l S alaae ) Ao gud) Claalall & BV LIS Zgll et Sl ()5S o) g 4] e Ll
w&;wﬁ;c@ﬁ@\u\l}uﬂ\QLJYJQAL’J\J\AJJLL}&DMMJ}JA\@@&J&AXM&JD‘Y\H@
38 LaS ¢ s Y Janlly (3lx alge agd US55 al () sa A1) 6V 58 aliee Dlie 4N 5 Aalyad) 5018 ¢5 31 Janlly dyine
lan 5 S a8 5 alat) A sSall o e pe M) e caglland 510 dplio (il (shaliall (amy (3 el 355 Y
peibanadil S e mia g ()50 pglagin Ladd STV A e JAl (s )

Coi) sy ot 0 130 g ¢S pall g il ) s 5 (MY ) sl 5 Lalass 480 (0 ¢ pubpual) ilal) oL galiie ) b
o B Jlas (Bl gl s YY) el 6 aae lgde i lae daalas b€ WG 3lA a8 (LY S B sa
Baxaa ¥ 5 8 5 V) Jandl (e U sise ad @lllin 055 Lo Llle @l Jlia g 4558 yall cbdalia) 5 23Y ol cildall)
) ey Caaliall 5 B3 da 58l A wa (g olal Gt o) Jlai] 5 ped ol s 48Y 5 (B BV 53158 (e mam dna s
Y sl 5 38 all G aalaad) (5 1aY) Gaeill @lilia (S 13 @MULY) e Y gl 3S el gl dayy clllia
pe (S JAal) s (e A sllaal) 5 seally ol S e Y s il e 5,08 Caaliall 5 B3 da sall diell (IS
o Ao Y ol 8 Al agiliatiie g agdilh o LlEiaY) ae Chaliall 5 BB da gl Al Jlacd 2 3 5K 5l
LY sl san) Oy KA 5 A Adlide &l ) (A agie JS Jamy g JEY) and (e pa £ ) ea elllia 1K1Y JUA)
)90 ol ad ) B agdl 8 a5 o5 (a5 agiland jeant G Caaliall 5 U dpa sil) Aggll (S 0l sl 8 A jal)
dia lad oA Gaill s Gl )5Sy Co g Agle Sl dyimall dpans I Agal) s 5 Ailaiall 8 o 3 Jiad) e Sl
Dby o S jall (S @ll3 arasty s Agieall dihial) 8 g Y1 Jiad) dgmia 5 A8 ra & Caaliall o U A gl Ayl
Gl a8 Cogus Aallall 550 35 o Apalady) A el ol e Lagy doast W Ul gla gl 8 35 331 Glaliall JS e
Leldae ) Say (S0 celly cblmtnall (e (95 8 o ¢l 58 (e Chaliall 5 B e gil) Al Aala Jaas il
Y Il oS e BaldtaY) 5 o g dale (Y Sl Y

Akaih B adlow 38 claa (Gadil) (B LY 5l 9 38 all JSUia 48 ellad  JUBU baa ¢y 588 o) B £ g dd) Ja /Y'Y
S bl IS ¢y gl gﬁ gjﬁf\ Sand)

@yl a Tan S o Laal lllia oaa Lia gy g 8 gl Gl 35 Y499 dle ol (g2l () sl daal pe (e 20 Y cad
e Tan 55l daagl) ) Adlayl a3 b A gadill a sLiall dae el JBe) Jaa (e 2Ol dpmaa g e 3aaa
OEYI 098 A Gl o e a8 b Ay 5V adl sl e B puadldl culargall aal i il 5 el cpaedll 3halie
Caabiall 5 UM dya g8l Al o OIYI 4T85 5 g ol 51 Alllin pad S sLiall Al DLl (5 V) prasall g g0
£l 3 5 s ol 6 lall jume Ao 3 QU Jass e o383) Cany 21 Tan agal) Y1 5 g o liiall lls oL U8
Ge b la dlllia o6 o L Aigl (0l (gl daall Jie il gall any (e 438 50 331 dde iy
& Jandl 128 e o) jaly Canliall 5 HUB dpa ll Ziggdl 5 )08 5 AlSa) A (eSS Al Gl gudd) (& 80 Ll Y
Ll 4S5l £ 8SS Jand) 585 Of g cdle < 5215 o) gl 5yl sSI 5 L) 5 Auaalin (1 gl el e
35 e 08 (Gpuni may LAl e 5508 (585 G om0l 5801 5 elgl a8 5 Caaliall 5 U Ay sl Al

L) 5 lelee (8 aaliy 331 (3halia JS 8 Canliall 5 HUSU daa sill Aell asm 5 clllin 5 O gy y10Y)

Sl A JEY) Alaad a1 449 ¢4l ce ol il J gl (e Ja /¥ E

OS] g agle (G A5 Lo 198 clgine ad )y (pe o Y b ghie i 5 La ad e 0 Y g il caie Laal ) Gl Y
) Y 35 may il 138 aa iy A )W) Al A ot Alllin 6 O g D) st B g 5 58 aa
L e 5 lila (5] 5 day S 5 i 5 4a S Aiaia€ 33 el apan (& )5S 3 5 ey tJUiall Jans e ¢ 53180 128 24

298



(0 138 S 25 e 0 538 15355 0 camg 3l 5SU oY 5 & YL 85008 (W) (B ol s edleddl B
e 4l Gl O BN ey b 855 aae Alls g

Aaa g oAbl 4y i) U1 3 dlan (o Gl guad) A gl Citle i) g (1o A a1 La Gy 031 95 Ui () s Ja /W0

Agale 4y U dles Lg) (pa ST Apuaia dlea clS ¢ Jand) dy i) BT ey 4l dlaal) of dala L jlad) canaai 8
e g i LS clgasS i LeSSaiale ) 5 dlelia A0S 8 6l dadlal) lall il 5 3 gall 5 J) g alana ()Y
Juall (e Laed a5 (A1 Sl 5 pgall Janll plancd a5 5 LEOIS 5 03 59 dima Glaguall (3 o ¢ emn (& Jaans ool
4 50l 3o (5 Y sl 45 e a3 5 6 o (5 U1 oy ol 98 5 Aantigh) Jlae ) 8 jeasi] daclall Jsall 5
DU ) Alead 3llie o) oS5 08 dan 5o s Caalis (55 ye 2 BT A& of atie | dabaiall dul 2 (e 3 S8 Jani duale
O 8 g ks e Ay sl AT a3 Alea 8 g a8 (il Jlac V) Jlaas Galeiy Lo Ll gt ST Layy of Ay 5l
&N BN aa Jis 5 8 Lgabine o jeani) Oy el 1) OO dilaie (& 0SS5 A danigd) Jlae Y Y <l

R sanal 4y jaall o gl

a Adlaal) B AS L cuils Al Ay 5 cliad) G dad 5 (38 B o g8 il (o 9 e e LT 3L Adaad S Ja /7N
A1 gaad) JUD Alijan, Al o W jlie Ly <y il guad) Al o 5 S8 Gaans

abaee Of al ) JOLE) Al 8 CELESY) jrae Lo daal (e O (o)) st iy (8 Sy S5y a3 5 oS S ans
Gl s U1 e (el slall i (dSle CulS 4 5 g5 e S e Gl 8 Al ) paall d3L) ClELESY)
&IV I BT e ¢ 313 saall aaianall (e i) i cilS BT (e e ) saaaill g caslaall 5 il jaY) el slall
Caad a8 g Jawal) Ll g Cay ) 3\:\;&&\)\3] Lg_:\‘;um.\‘&.mu J\_ﬂ (Lo\aj\ fu.d:d\) cndl) dale Jtﬂdﬁ.ﬁ;klﬁl&
L iy i) 5 (Sl (shalia (85 50 J5Y < jeda 38 (0 5S5 G (S g (il gaal) 3_lanl (e & iladly) Lgtansy
palia (8 e 5l el (A sUaall cpe ) jall slald T Ll Jl) (Sar k) A (e Gl y GlSul) dale U
GOl dihaiall o 8 ella JUT 6l e i al il o) 3 A5 cole ¢ lad glia (i a ddasn Gl )
u‘)a_}(dggﬂ\ c(@\j\ JM\ (:‘)A) ‘Y“JQJU “Lxﬁjj\ dh‘;hi;wd\ ‘fﬁja SR ‘_A\ ‘)..).».n.\‘;”\j\ w\ UJ.\AAJ‘
Galall o2 i o) il eadde Gl dale BT Jiay S celly CaMA dikial S adde ) giall a3 Lo JS5 e 4nlia
G slall gy j 5 el slall Bl iy J5 yriny @l (g0 La IS g 31 saall canill oy JU5 et A Bale J b i )

el JS 2 )5 s

S geal) Gll) da guad agd (draxi B aales lld S Ja /Y'Y

ol Ak 5 il AAEN 1 A e Kl Clia Led ) ABEIL () ¢ 10 gud) Canill A8 a) AEED miia sy g8 cans
gl el el 4l a5 Lo duaDla el Lasale ) Cleainall 8 Lled) 380kl ) sbiay 03l g cdass siall (ans¥)
o e Al 3 a s O Sy Y dageal 313 paadl ol Al 50 JOIA e (A0 sed) Canll (e ya3 G G G i 1) 1l
&) e by shatall VLAY 5l () slany L) (G aad (o g WY ¢(3idl 450 saall daala) elial aal) ccaildall o
138 5 ot 5 2y e Ll Jemy a5 elial 5 L 5eS Gabaa s 68 shatall Juaiy) Jiluss (e e 5 20 (515 08
8 Aihie ) (i) ) Se i o Gang (1 sl Canil) 48 e can 1330 el anll US (e ey W Sl S
a1 130 Lyl 310 paall ancill i) S iy Lo Sl llin a3 388 chaalall o) gun sl 1) sl (0l saadl (3 5
DY) JSLie (saa) o3 585 0 (S 13gl 5 Lol gl Aanalall oal g () a5 0 g ccanBll ddle et O
3Bl N IO dadaie b ol e Ul oo sl fojl 8 AaStall ) s L 58 )5 O YT 0l e sae

N DBl i lal 153 )3 o ) 0 sialll 4a)

299



$fdau) g cuilS daad) Gl g 138 /YA

Aa S5 5908 jucand 2 sad S BV A g oV 5 (eaband) il iy Cun iy ) Al daad) 4 cailS
M\u&\@&@u&&*bdbeﬁjﬁcu\ UAJJ&_LAJUSA.\} @\)&\d)\gﬂ\m&uh}‘fﬂ\
LMY\@M\@H\JM\AU\)&\UAﬁD\Huﬂsmmﬁ&u\ﬁﬁ@u\}\@hu\ﬁém\@w

s LIS S SL) sl 4 it o sl g el iy

23gd anleal) JLEAY) (IS Adly ¢paind (8 ¢ allad) il i) daild A 4y 531 a8 gall Gy Jaad (B aSiadluce 2y /Y4
S Jardl Jlaa A dalag &) 5 ST g Bac) g 281 ga lllia () o) cad) gal)

AaadlEl) UYL ) gent] LS ()1 gaal) S et 35 Sl agiiad ¥ (5530 5 0n @y ISl din @ise Jlid) sla
led ) alladl ol il 5yl e Apesal) 483Dl ) A8l TS Gadle Tl ciaa g 3l 4y sl 5 i) Jlae Y1
1 i aglina Jray 38 Las 68,38 e Ll (ponge LIS (el gl () LS L) 5l Ladlawiias) 5 a8 gl 038 dgaaly Aiine 4d pase
il 34l

M\J}a&j‘u‘)w‘w&ﬁ‘t‘y‘é\ i a8l g Jonnd A Juisall g o5 elllia OSe o ey a3l agie | G o
OSay ¢((FoMh s saad)l DUy a8 50) Ampsall 38l Jiay a8 ge tJGall dass (Aed | alladl Sl 3 £8) 50 408 8
Lgandfi (S ((gnans s Widia g el a5 glia 18 5w cdnainn 4 g Al a8 gall o5 ¢l e 5 JSG 8 agaad i
Lo S5 juian adge 8 CANAY) pe canl 5 CaleS Jamustil] aganai vie Lled ¢ll Ciaa 08 5 (Juduia 2a) 5 18 9 cAxain
i H4e Kaellta V15 Was o ¢ 68 ol and oo sl 5 Fal (33 landl oda o il dus GlId g con jiay dapadl 25 (g2
Al ) (OS] gy 4n S5 ¢ samll i a8 ga) ¢ allall ol jill LA (5 AT @Bl 0 dlia] ( gomiy St sall e Jae
gl Sl Aad ) 4 s A s A

day Le il coald Alia (S Ja cplagaad) A Y B3 g Aglas i g g Al il cpa gl ) AL/
¢dlaal)

e oY) (A Ae guasa S5 ol Aeal) day ek cladl) lllin G inay

cuall 3y 0 S A Adaiall & peda ) A sad) oLl /f

1l ¢ oalladl )l Al A Leliaadi o3 ) ) sall (Ao 81 S 08 (g3 5 3 el et aay didaially FLl s /o
2 N L) Al dxia) 5 JS ) i adise

by 3 A ) pina oWy 30 98 JSy a1 138 e Jgisenal) aiad) & W e Cialial) g UL 4 gil) gl Ja /)
plawwd) 9 (3D g g o Bl LA (S Adly akias aliad Ja &) | Caa el g Claliall sUial g AW h\.\mu:ug.h&ﬁ\ Jandl
Sdand) 138 e Al i Agas Cialiall g U dua g1 digd) 8 Jand) dagliia B ks olad Jas g

¢ Liban 0o Jolpmall padl 38 (e Gla gl B JUY) Ailas 9 3 0] St B iy, /¢ Y
Sl gud) B U (e Jilgd) Al dglan g 3 1Y AxilSay) g B a8l 4zal Ja /€ ¥

e LI 358 at) e S s can S g8 3 seme e D Lo 0 ecostlaall (e S i 310 s e
i gl
Al Guil g8l Gany Jaaad gl 833 (il B (pas /]
lly (e SH Ay 5 ) oS ) rling /i
lana g dglle SLlSe) ) st LS /o
5 138 IS5 3 ey oLl et Y g3 oo all Camlial 5 S dye sl Al rlin] Y dilin) /x

300



(Y ol g cldall dgdaall colabud) Q) Qoo Ao« BV e dkilaa) 8 daliadl claual JS @l ) cang 13
& peannii (S a5 cdaliadll Olaial JS g ¢ elan JS3 I O ey «tilb¥Sl1 8 de) ) o A& o)l )
(Opand

o OY Aalandl 5 A8E 551 55 )5S (e BAELY) Cang :Dlha 3 aY) G saelual) o Jen LaglS s ¢l s Gl
Aalisal gdet 5305 ) 5y ol sS Laal Lale 1 sdailany o) camy 131 ¢ AT 5 IS JEY) 028 (e 5aLEILY) ags )l ) 5 alaa]
|5 S8 in agrany 3al s pun clllin (6 o a6 W58 JS8 ()Y 28 JDEI) 5 w58 ) Ui agdl ol s OY
Y e e dbdlall ) i) sl

s 3 S 4 lain] dasa (e el pnd) (A psall Uindl 8 iy L ) Tk cdalall 55 (5 ka8 dgas o U
Ao sSall g Canctll i Y g €D Ly T T e Bpalial) gyl s e | ) 1) (oal )Y o (6 Al
DU A i) Al Aaga (0585 ) g 1A can3ll 85 Y1 LS gl (Y ¢ UYL plaia ) 2 yaa 5] Sl Lgsis
OSll J23 jame el Jia ot JBlaial) Jatusi gl Jmas (oulill Glue JST) 1) gall 038 (g0 Jaai 0 ccanliall
A Y a8l el (pe il () siiamy Al

Sl 558 gh cilaa g Lgdly U3 fpa el o Say /£ ¢

Caany Y o g clgiihaia & BV e Jadlas ol < gl 1 8 aglae da S ol (i g il o can i 13) 4l aie U
FLinY) & e e 4 Jay il Jeadd) (g (580 gm0 sl pde 5 e Led g (5 A @ sall lld IS 13 ) el
)

&b YL Gall Canlial) 5 B dua g8l el ()5S0 O ong WS eidaall luaY) pe ot lllia ¢ 5 of ond
rdlia @lld yn LN &t o U o5 538 U5 &8) sall 028

Cabodl e 3aal 5 4 et 330 38 5 cllad) ae ol Galaall Jlee Y1 s ) g ¢ laall aainall an el giall ae 48 5 -
DA e bolas Yo IS s ad g Jaiass of Lol 1) 1 Je cclld (o Ul 5l o) QL) (al ) g 51 Al
oyl 5 Ay il ot 13 S 5 Ay el s o5 LT 5 Al 51 5 5 Tl sam Ble) ja gn 8 i i o)
) sean AN Qa5 dia s (Sa Y S5 Y e dailag (o gas aainall 5 condl G i Cogas ey Apale il
alay 43y clld g didaiall 83 3 (o o 3 ol e gaxty o Adas Jalin ol Jadlae oY oS Y A g jall s
DAy Y ags il e AlS (g pemd) Can3 (Ol i Y 138 Aaial) (IS 50S (35 e Jiai L) Ll
Lol Jolaia) (o ST Apale dad Jia Lalailad Leple Jadlay of a1 ead S (galiatd) Jas Jiat LSl 5 eaiy iy
Mot sl e ) mtie B

Y al Y Aaaly 4liS Cilla Cad i (Al geud) ) ol J 68N Say Ja /€0

835 gall JEY) ISy g dpunlay b diga 58 ()5S0 38 ¢ ST g dlang 38 ot 3 g ) ling 4y ISy il K]
Oa Jmal O g 1363300 Daan (Gl JST) Gl S5 (355 Daean (Uaad) JST) g SR ()5 Laxie (ST
sl el oa 1385 (355 saae (Uue JST) @l sall 028

Sl gud) B 45N jaliaall 3410 AudiS (e da) g D ydiat ) (S JA /€7

LY Leibans | g s o gaw ag) imay | il L iy im T jland i) 3 501 ) sl Jacias (o camg il e Gl
oz bl Cilaiiall (any a8 5 Y a8 sall (e oL Ailaie iy paded dllla (IS 1Y) Jbia y agd (3 siae Jiad
Clalie del 5 o) dala @l (3 Hieas Conpal L dganal o G,V o2 el ) e ¥ AT 5 IS5y g0
o) S a5 e 5 STy calag s aia dalie Jxiian (53 ¢ lal) a8 sall Jia o i8S J)sel 4l CalaS Y 38 i

&8 sall JS Al e
e W jliiely cadl sall 038 (ye 3AELYT LS 8 (0S5 Ay Y1 a8l sl dlas o sl G BV dagae ol aie Ul
e Lo 48 il (Slal Ganad & dagall dadlall 4y 51 @8] sall amy a3 13 Jlie Taafas dedi 4y )Ll

301



Sle @y s of ¢ 52 Adkaiall aain gy oSl (udiie 0S5 G S Waie cad il (SLeY i85 4y 5V (3hlia alaea o
el ecala¥) Ll 5 Ailaiall JaY (e 5 il Abisay () 5S5 @8 5l J g Apalpns Ailaie 318 inay 5 31 o sl
i &5 o5 Y & gall dpaa s Ailaial) (e B Agalin Cila slae dla) &5 ey ealaadl SISl 581 2l Jias L)
88 Jlsal g g ld of i Ul waeal) it (& 0588 ey Jsaa SIX gy s o datia e 4

RS EVENIRERS

Lbil) Al g ol geadl B BT Jiltone ga L clia A 5 LIS o 591 Jaadl A Jashall ) gudial) 138 IS ay iy, /€Y
ALl

(oY) G A ey g cide i egape e lasudl (B U gl )l pua ol o) e

Ao @ S LK ¢yl &) g el 436 /i

&) sall US5 ALYl aae ) &Sy Tan 53€ o308 Coaliall 5 3O A gl Agl) Jans W g T (e 4dliS) oy e /i
Ol s el Y e i llligh (el A8 A GlId 5 cdala Laa ST BT (e adnd ol L () i g Y
(g8 jyae o

5 U A sdl) L) U (e AplSa) @lllia Gl g D) el b i) Al SV A3 g el sl /i
Leialid Caaliall

(¥ sl cllaal) ddabus 8 Glld ety 5 Al Axdiall e Alall daiial Ao a5 ) eLuiY) (g oaal 5 02 g
Llaall oY by cdalaall gy (pund G aablud dlle 2o o agia Joand s Opiiiall el (shalia axi )
& Jaiad ) (0 L) imay ¢ slaliall o2 it 5 S8 cn yla 1) (815 Al 5308 L) s Al o3a b (55 Y
AT el gl () Leaia o gl olld el 5 5a0 Y 38 edag e 4dlle il olaall s i gas s cdalind) Jlae
DY pge L) 255 LY 5 llaall a3 seaall (ians 3 13) aief S ccidn sz ya JEY) a5 o W) ) Ul
Ao Aailaall g Lgal yin) 1 Glld 3 gy Co s AN CulSTiadl)

§mS gaal piiay auagll 1 O SEiad Ja /€A

CSay i canl 5 g 8 ()1 saall a8l g JS A a jliiall o8 Jie 8 5uSail) Gl g8 Jall g ddas Tan S ot 4] axs
cllaall 5l A5 ol ARED 5 Aaland) ) 5 e Caaliall 5 U e i) igell) il (up a3 (g s ) 5 @8 say i
ot Coga ladie (Lobia®) o Lt o daae adge LA o SEYL ((ald s lae elivee éiyiglad dgeen

bl a3 Jie 3 ) & HlaiiadU ) il sad) S olad) ) (255 28 5 cdanil

£ gudd) @ DY) Sl /€9

e e Joall ciliuns gall 038 JS 230 o1 13) Lo o (S oY) Jall a5l Jasi yo o8 g Ciida pral g e Jifiane
Al sa (Y adsall e Bailaall Jy of oS e JS 2GS AslaBY) Caglall o 8 Lasad 5 Lle Llial)
oG s S5 YL )5 Y el Ol Sl o) A5 8 Gl 8 LA 5 Lile 4 3ali5uY) (S
3 dihid) S 5 (2eal) ki) glae ) sl clal sall sl Agdaall (Jaa) jaae (iaadl JSU) Gl 501 G0 (S

o) o3 Lolad Lo

5 ad) gal) jlafiiadd gl g8 el (ANl 98 JEY) o Aablaall g A8 gl ava il allal) Ap gill JUa) /0
flgule Adsdlaall JiaY) Jall oA

) Lagh Jams A0 Aa1 o ()55 38 L) imay el sl o Jalad 5a AAY ZlaBY) Cagplll o3 Jie b and
DA Al 1) ade Al alin juae pead 4ie 53ELY) DA (e gl e i) a Gl aaly gl Gl all

302



i i s sl oSN SdS ) Jis aBise Jlie 3 adsall o Adlaall 8 aaluy Y 38 ((yhal gall BaliY)
o Aindll Aid) 558 513 e ol VY W e Juil) (6 yae oy i e salaialy allad) Gl il AailE 8 Jasal) o 50 5
Jan DS il 05K G el La L) 5 \gibead dikaial) o34 8 Aad g o el o JS day 55 3ok s e

1S day
Sl all 03a Jia B il sala /0

colin o B il ae ) cclind o b ol s ABe 0345 S5 L JS )5Sy of il 5 el 1agy Tan S € 585 5 e
SEN ¢ e Alailally daleial) 4y kil Wladlly Loyl aal LS 3 lad o sda s sl Jeally Tan 53S0 Sl
A Jlae 3yl oda 8 Tan Fagall g dagall o slall (e Banl 5 L) dausly TAEN jaliaall 5 1) yied s s Y & 5l
dpa g elllia (K)ol C gl Gl Y s (Y1 A @l S5 Q) aalall (8l bl 8 4 30 Ll <l ae
el gl JS (e daga Lo gae ) 508 N Al ol guadl 8 S Gl 5l 5 o BT il Alan Aa) i Tan 5 S CHISEY
Jiae st 5 Jlaall 13gs ) s o clllin &6 o Tan g a5 638 Ul A dlgl) (3 ks ol (5 AT il s lllia
cagiaiall Jlae W) s daliall Jlae YU () saien Jasd | i< | glac ) o jBY) adaaa s ¢ S <8 la sl 8 10 gk oIS
Js0 daala Uiy jal & Jsall (oamy 55 5y b i 8y ()l gl (8 DN 5 4 Y1 paleadd) ol lal 8 Jandl Tslea
5mSl) Al LSRY) 3 ga 5 1S adiaal (o315 Ly gl 5 Liaaald oL a0 g L) gusi 0 LS eo syl ok i gia
Sl 13gr & saigr 0l Al o G U ) 308 Aala 8 Ly ] Ul agle 480G jalad) 30 Jlas B
JS Ll 8 o )Lty 480 5 el i ¢l sl) ()l e Lgila o5 (e s ectilusl pall o3 Jiad 1 4 rlind (i s Auals
Al dapa 3z a0 s ey (L sty sy Gadlly EY) Alen e () slany (pdll) Tas daliadl Claual
AAE) 5 Apalady) Alaal) Cladiaal clalia) o Ladlas LS g jlaall &l il SE ¢ e ddsladlly

A el o) e laiaYl

303



INTERVIEW 4,

Date: 27" November 2016

Interviewee: Prof. Stefan Jakobielski, former Director of Polish Archaeological Mission in Old
Dongola, participant of the Nubian Campaign within the first Polish archaeological mission
that worked in Sudan.

Transcript

Elmontaser ElImoubark: Thank you very much for accepting me and giving me the opportunity
to visit you and having conversation with you about your experience. | would start with short
explanation of my study. This interview is part of my PhD study, which concentrates
on archaeological management in Sudan. The study focuses on Nubian Campaign
and the Fourth Cataract project, especially on studies approached and methods applied
to salvage the archaeological materials and making comparison between them. The aim is
to detect positive aspects and challenges of the Sudanese archaeology and to contribute
to designing new approach for this topic. For starters, could you tell me about your first visit
to Sudan? How did the archaeological work look like at that time?

Prof. Stefan Jakobielski: | started already in 1961. | was not a member of the first campaign in Faras,
which is very known, because of the objects found. Especially the paintings in the cathedral,
which formed later two galleries: in Warsaw and in Khartoum. | already came to the Sudan
when the work started. | mean, first Campaign was over.

By the first Campaign do you mean the first year of the Campaign?
Yes, first year was over. But seasons of Campaign were very short, I must say. This is very important.
Was it survey or was it excavation?

Excavations. The first survey in Sudan was made by UNESCO. Bill Adams was the leading figure
in that field, there were people from Holland and was later also Tony Mills. They made the survey
and they divided all the area to be flooded into individual concessions. When we actually came
to Faras, the sites were numbered and identified. Well, Faras was excavated before. Sort of magazine
of not used materials. Michatowski realised that perhaps if such a big hill is being formed, so it must
be a big building there inside. And it was. But that was not the temple as we though, but Christian
cathedral built from pharonic material, I mean reused pharaonic material. Michatowski realized,
that this is a huge mass of sand, shells. So he would be able to make a trench from the site when there
was no architecture. Mind you, on the top there was a late medieval citadel. So he chose the place
from the east, close to the Nile. When there was no architecture on the slope, just to cut the hill to get
knowledge what was inside.You know, so this is very easy archaeological work, in fact, because this
is a sand dune. He had no problems, it was real archaeology, just a case which never happened.
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Was all this side covered by sand?
Yes, all was covered by sand.
Did you get earlier photographs of this area?

Because the dune was formed on the walls of big building, so he could allow himself to cut it, the half
of this hill to get quickly to the heart of it. We stopped on the wall of the cathedral. Just in place where
there were two commemorative chapels of bishops. So the first campaign, nevertheless, it took only
28 days, | think altogether. It gave the result that the interior of this hill was identified as a building
as well. We were not able to determine that this was a Christian even, because the lower part was
built in pharaonic blocks and the upper with red brick. And there was a window with Meroitic grille.
Complete mess. [laugh] But that was at least, you know, two Christian chapels and the Christian
tomb. So that was the first time. That was the first discovery.

What about the funds for the first season?

We had funds from the Warsaw University. | mean, this was in frames of UNESCO but every
expedition was provided with their own funds. UNESCO was there to announce their action,
to encourage people to come. There were many missions, altogether 24 missions acting
during the Nubian campaign in Egyptian and Sudanese Nubia. Well, some concessions were offered
to choose. The concession were divided in 1960 or 1961 by the UNESCO committee composed
of three prominent archaeologists. But you know, because of the site of Faras was actually very big
and needed a lot of work to achieve any results. So Faras was refused by many people, who couldn’t
decide simply whether this is a worth effort. Because the people were saying, there must be just a hill
with nothing inside it, but a lot of work. In the first campaign we had 30 something workers, and the
second campaign we had 100 workers. And that took three months. So this was really a big effort,
financially, for the university. But fortunately we had the budget. Michatowski was organizing work
very well. | mean, firstly he settled the center in Cairo. Scientific Center, but also a logistic base
for the expeditions which already were to Egypt. | must say that finding the Christian paintings at that
time in Nubia it was quite an achievement. Coming back to Poland, he could show something, you
know, that is worthy. And he received the funds for the continuation. So this was the result of the first
campaign, | came in the second campaign. Because Michatowski needed someone to read the texts
from the set of the tombs. At least there was somebody needed to read Coptic and Greek.
In the second campaign we were uncovering the Cathedral from outside. It was sufficiently strong,
one archaeologist could take it this way. Because normally this is not the way one excavates
the building. You know, dig the both sides. But in this case we could make it around first and then
enter to the cathedral. When we entered, the top layers fell and we noticed the mural paintings
appearing. There were altogether 169 inventory numbers. That not means that there was such amount
of paintings, because every trace of paint was counted as separate inventory number, but we may say
that there were about 150 that can be regarded as pieces of art, and 120 got museum value. A great
effort, because that was connected with the cathedral. It was not pharaonic temple made of blocks,
which you may transport and put in the another place, like most of the Old Egyptian temples were
done and also pharaonic objects in Sudan, for instance Buhen temple or Aksha Temple, that were
removed. That was quite an adventure, | must say, because it was first archaeological campaign in my
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life, what was discovering splendid interior of the building in the middle of the desert. You know,
that's adventure. At that time we did not have cars, we used taxis.

Let us stop in this place and continue with the topic of challenges. What were the challenges
that you faced during the Campaign?

As archaeology is concerned, they were very easy excavation. | learned about the stratification
and about the real archaeology in 1965 in Dongola. Well, there was quite a lot of ceramics in Faras,
but there was no tool for dating. Adams worked on pottery, because he was quite new in Nubia
and what he did was what a qualified archaeologist should do, | mean to found a tool for dating.
Because there were potteries during the survey in Farris in 1960, so he got good strata material
or products to settle provisional chronology. He produced a sort of field manual for archaeologists.
So in the second campaign, we actually had a certain tool to start with. There is a copy with us in our
library. In a certain sense, that was the pioneer beginning of systematizing. The other thing he made
was the classification of already known churches. I'm speaking about the Christian period only
because it that was the theme of our excavation. There was one monumental, I'm not hesitating to use
this word, work of Hugo Monneret de Villard, who described every Christian remains seen on the
ground. There was a small book of Peter Shinnie about the history of Christian Nubia published
in Khartoum in 1950s. Well, so there was no clue, for instance, for paintings. The paintings were
known few from fortresses and from other churches. And that's all. What we had was the cathedral.
Church, with three layers of plaster. Superimposed, so that was as if the beginning of chronology
of paintings can be established. First plaster was made in 8" century. The second plaster
in the beginning of the 10" century. The third plaster by the end of the 10" century. That formed
chronological frame to begin with. And then we have the portraits of consecutive bishops
in the cathedral. And then there was found the list of Bishops of Faras in very important inscriptions,
which | was playing for several weeks to establish the dates and to combine all this sources
to compose the chronology of bishops, whose list was already there.

Does that mean that one of the approaches applied was to compare?

We made the comparison, we made the beginning of periodization. That was joint effort because there
were many missions. We were in contact, we exchanged opinions, we were meeting each other
in Wadi Halfa in the Nubian Office.

Were you gathering together, exchanging ideas, having discussions?

Well, we were visiting each other, just even to know what they are doing, what they found. Or there
were accidental encounters in Nubian Office. But we knew what was going on. Well, there were no
mobile telephones, there were no telephones at all. This was a peculiar time. | mean, there was one
telephone on the frontier post and on the other bank, which we were allowed to use. There were no
roads, of course. But Wadi Halfa was very well provided, there was everything available. During
excavation you need many things, you need wool, wood, scaffoldings and all these things which have
to be built. We were in peculiar situation, because we had paintings, we had to develop the process
of taking them off from the walls. So this was done by experiments, | must say. We had very good
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specialist, Mr. Jasiewicz, and later a genius Jozef Gazy who took 118 paintings within two campaigns,
actually within one to seven months.

I will stop here because I would like to hear more details. After the second year professor
Michalowski came back to Poland and he brought conservators or artists to transfer these
paintings, is that right? How did it happen?

Yes. Well, restorer, there was one qualified restorer, but they joined the second Campaign. The two
first paintings from the chapels were taken off and they were immediately sent to Rome to be
conservated.

Do I understand correctly that there were two paintings that were send to Rome?
Sent to Rome, and after Rome it was sent for exhibition to New York, as far as | remember.
Who transferred those paintings?

Jasiewicz. But, well, 1 don't know. That was sent from Khartoum to New York, but without our escort.
I don't know who went with them for the exhibition. I know that the paintings were exhibited in Paris
on the Conference of Coptic studies. Immediately it was shown to the whole world that Nubian
paintings exist. You know, so that were the first journeys, the rest was taken in 63. We started actually
taking down paintings, but most of them were taken in the fourth campaign. It was actually very little
archaeology or very little stress was put on archaeology of other objects because Michatowski knew
that his first duty is to save what we found. The last months of the Campaign were consecrated only
for saving, packing and dismantling. We dismantled the cathedral nearly completely. No, not
completely, in fact, because there were many blocks reused, and not only pharaonic.
But the 7" century architectural details from the area, a cathedral of 7" century, was dismantled
in the end of the 7" century. Beautifully decorated with architectural detail. It was used simply
as building material in 707, when Bishop Paulus decided to rebuild, or to build a larger cathedral,
so it should be dismantled. The question was also to which extent it may be reconstructed
or transported. The first projects were to transfer the cathedral somewhere, | mean to dismantle it.

Did the study focus on transferring these materials?

Yes. That was planned and then it appeared that there were no means of transportation. It was
impossible to build something, not fully of the stone blocks, because this were reused stone blocks
jointed by mortar. | mean like bricks. Another issue was how to reconstruct the plaster? Well, it may
be plastered all through and paintings could be glued to the walls, but it will not be a structure, which
is really a substitute for this cathedral. That would be just a curious building, artificially made. So it
was better to hang them in the museum, in good condition, when you may keep the temperature, keep
the humidity proper than to make such a curious arrangement. Some architectural elements, columns
for instance, Hinkel who was the Chief architect of UNESCO at that time you know, specializing
in reconstructing stone structures, he managed to transport the columns from Faras Cathedral
and resettled them in the garden of the museum in Khartoum. Several granite blocks and other

307



elements architectural elements were saved as well and transported to Khartoum but it was more
or less easy.

It means that there were difficulties with transport, is it correct?

That means, the decision was taken by the Antiquity Service to divide the paintings. Well, that was
the archaeological law of the Sudan at that time, that every findings during the Nubian Campaign will
be divided half and half.

Was is a reason for people to join the Campaign?

Yes, that was a sort of advance given by the Antiquity Service to provide people, to encourage people
to undertake the excavation. Well, certainly. I mean, Sudan always had this rule of dividing the finds,
however with reservation of unique objects. And that clause of unique objects was suspended
for the Nubian Campaign. When the time of partition came, Michatowski thinking, that that some
of the paintings, the biggest two pieces, best from artistic point of view, museum point of view,
exhibition point of view — Nativity and the Hebrews in Fiery Furnace — were treated as national
heritage which cannot be divided. And by his decision these two objects were excluded
from the partition, as the two important pieces of cultural heritage. So that was sort of given
to the Sudan. The rest of paintings were divided into two groups. That was proposal
from the expedition to choose proper pieces to each set. And there were two sets to choose,
because every museum should have the paintings that are representative for each period. But one
period must be prevailing in this group. So in one group there was an 8™ century art as privileged
period and other was early 11" century. And Sudan chose this with early 11" centuries because it
contained more portraits of dignitaries. Dignitaries represented as the local people, just to have
the more historical personages represented, for instance, bishops, This set was chosen. Michatowski,
however, was very satisfied because he as an archaeologist would like to have something older.
That is normal for archaeologists to want something older than earlier. So both sides were very
satisfied, | must say. That was quite fair, | think. | was the youngest man of the expedition, you know?
So I was not taking part in the partition. | was just hearing everything that was going on from the other
side of the door.

What about the challenges?

What about the challenge? You know, it was very hot in March and in April 1964. Well, first of all,
the evacuation of people was on 4™ January 1964. There was no people in the Faras. There was no
one citizen union. It was done perfectly well, | must say. | remembered it very well, because | came
on 3rd of January to Faras. | was watching the evacuation, which was done by train. That was the old
train line not used for several years. And it was restored for the evacuation. Every person, every
family. | was sitting, near the train, | spoke to people. This is a very dramatic thing, so they needed
help. They needed some good work, simply. They were receiving some money for houses, not very
big money in fact. And they received the houses. But I spoke to one man, who returned later, just
to see how his villages is after the evacuation. He came to Faras, and he said “Well, I have a nice
house, you know, but of concrete. And there are no palms”. So I can imagine that people were not
happy, you know, with the whole thing. But nevertheless, you know, | returned to that exploration
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and the workers, they were living in these houses. The workers were there. We had 30 people
of Egyptian origin. They were not Nubian. They were Egyptian. You know why?
Because the population there was very little. There were mostly women. The men emigrated to Cairo
or Alexandria for the better work. And Wadi Halfa was in stage of evacuation. Not whole city was
evacuated, some shops were still open. And suburbs of Halfa, however, begun to be evacuated. So we
still were able to buy wood in vertical for boxes to pack the objects, mattresses of cotton, for packing
materials. We had one carpenter, from the village, who simply stayed with us. He understood that he
is needed, that was the man who was well trained with us. In his primary work he didn't used nails
still. I mean he joined the wood with wood, with wood and pieces, but he helped us.

How many restorers were there?

Well, one, one qualified restorer. And two ladies: one Egyptologist and other Arabic scholar to help
him. That was the group of three actually doing the work. The rest of people helped them.

Was there excavation as well?

Well, there were excavations in the meantime, continued until, let's say February. After that, there
was no excavation, there was only dismantling and packing and business with paintings. You know,
we used to work like this, that every two hours we were going to swim in the Nile. Really.
And coming back to work. Michatowski was coming with us, sat on the old boat which was just
on the shore and looked. We were swimming. | caught him once on this, that he was all the time
counting, whether we were all present in the water. [laugh] But it was fine, there were no crocodiles
in Faras.

What about the snakes and scorpions?

There were many, not necessarily snakes. You know, snake is afraid of people normally. So you just
have to take care, so there's no problem. But scorpions are there, this is normal. | remember, there
were two situations on the excavations that the member of the staff was bitten by scorpion.

Can we go back to the topic of transportation? Can you share more details on that?

Yes, the transport was not especially easy thing, because, first of all, the paintings were packed two
in each case. The case was made according to the size of the picture. Actually, the task was to choose
the same dimensions and to pack it together. There was a sort of table, put than on the painting, |
mean their own scaffold, and then the mattress, and then next one, and the mattress. And they were
supported by small pieces of wood, screwed to the side walls of the box and closed it.

Does it mean that the perfect material for packing was available?

Well, the material was available. 1 mean, we gathered this all earlier, and then at the end
of the campaign, and the end of the evacuation of Halfa we still were able to leave Halfa when part
of the city was not yet evacuated. And there was the ferry boat, you know, from Halfa, to take one
part of boxes and the other was transported on a sandal, and steamer of Sudan Airways. It was hired
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to come to Faras, then from Faras toward the Halfa we took it by ferry. And then by train. The dose
which was going to Poland was sent by ship. It was already said, that there will be Polish ship coming
through Port Sudan and to take this route.

How many archeologists were in the mission?

Well, it depends. You know, Michatowski was one of pioneers in one way. He used to make
the mission from specialists. | mean, there must be a professional photographer. One of the things
which was not always a practice at that time. There must have been a qualified architect for ancient
architecture to draw plans. Measurements need some practice. Those times there was no total station
for measurements. And this was quite another thing. I mean there must be professional architect.
The other must be a restorer. There was a person needed who can read texts or transcribe texts.

And that was you?
That was me in this case, Gazy and Jasiewicz were restorers. Antoni Ostrasz was an architect.
Were they are Polish?

Yes, they were all Polish. And there must be somebody, you know, to dig, | mean the archaeologist,
real archaeologists. But not necessarily more than one, in his thinking. Well, sometimes it must be
anthropologist, you know, but only in time when you're doing cemeteries. Anthropologist must know
medicine, at least know a little . But we were not having a custom to have a medicine doctor like
English did. Most missions got doctor. English mission needed drawings, so there was painter,
chemists sometimes, archaeologists, one or two. That was the set, but the other thing are books.
Everyone took what he would need to work. | mean, | cannot imagine to go without the dictionary
or Coptic grammar or something like this. | have to have a tool to check. You know, there was no
Internet and there were no computers. We had to have a library. And it was just simply heavy.

Could you please tell me about the concessions? How did professor Michalowski got
the concession?

Well, several sites were proposed by Sudanese Antiquities, actually, by Thabit Hassan. At that time
he was the director. And it was suggested also by Vercoutter, who was the Commissioner one year,
to take some, what was included, | think Sai or Faras. Sai was outside the reach, because there was
no danger. Still, there was no danger. Faras was on the list of concessions to take and Shinnie refused.
Shinnie was first proposed to work in Faras, he was at that time a professor in Ghana. And | could
can imagine that he couldn't decide to take Faras because of money. That might have been problem
with the university to find the proper money for the big dig, costy. Recently | learned that the men
who really moved Michatowski to undertake the excavation in Faras it was Andrzejewski, Doctor
of Egyptology. My master, a genius | must say. This was the man who was best in Demotic. The best
in reading Demotic in the world. Andrzejewski was in Egypt with Michalowski in 1960 or 1959.
And he was pressing Michalowski to the decide for Faras. Because it was always a problem: how
high is this hill and how many effort you would need, you know to make something sensible. So that
was the beginning.
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What about the support from Polish government?

Michatowski was regarded as a good ambassador of Poland. Communist authorities saw a possibility,
they wanted to make a propaganda for the country. Because not many people were allowed to go
out of the country, the authority liked Michalowski. He was very important man for them, he was not
member of the party, he was not engaged in politics. He was known abroad as a member of school,
the man who was in Berlin and in Paris. Such a name in Egypt... They realized that they have no
means of propaganda but through the cultural channels. Because they didn't have men, which were
counted internationally. But in this case, they counted that at least somebody will know that there is
Poland, Peoples’ Republic. You know, just this sort of thinking. He could fix many things. He was
the director, vice director of National Museum. So if there was something to show to the people
coming from abroad, politicians from other countries, it was National Museum. So they have
to contact Michatowski in such cases. So, he had to create his own institution, | mean the Center
in Cairo, quite independent. He figured that the Academy will pay for the publications. The museum
gave equipment. And the university had given teaching. And he was powerful enough to ask Ministry
of Finance to make a special university account which would be depending on Ministry of Finance,
not on the authorities of the university. So budget of the Centre was going from this account.

Could you tell me a bit about the time when the murals arrived to Poland?

The murals arrived in April to Gdynia. | must say that the oldest troubles we had, it was first of all
loading. Because we had trapezoidal room with two columns in the center. The question was:
how to fix the boxes in such a space. Fortunately, Gazy provided us with models of boxes in scale,
so we took it, we made the dimension of this loading place. | sat with Abdelrahim in the hotel
the whole night and tried to put these boxes in a proper way with numbers. This plan was ready
for in the morning and Monday morning. It was in Port Sudan. In Poland Michatowski was waiting
on the museum on the steps. He was there to meet us.

What about the conservation?

When we arrived we deposited the boxes in the museum. The next day there was opening of the boxes
with the assistance of the customs. They were in perfect condition because it was never deposited
in Harbor magazines. And the ship carried cotton, so that was very good load for that. Conservation
work was organized in full speed. Mrs. Jedrzejewska was working on the conservation. She was very
keen to make a precise documentation of conservation. And that documentation is in the museum.
She looked upon it like something curious. Everything was drawn in the piece of plaster, from the
backside was drawn and examined. So that took time. The first 18 paintings were finished in 1968.

How many paintings were there before conservation?
There were 49 or 52 or something like this. But they were pieces, this is difficult to say paintings
because for instance, some were taken in five pieces. Two paintings or three paintings were found in-

between the layers of plaster in Warsaw. For instance, these two traces of two representations
of the Holy Virgin in the niche.
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Does it mean that they were professional and they found different layers of paintings during
careful conservation?

Well, they separated the layers in two cases, yes, because normally there was not the case. You know
for separation, because it was separated in Faras. We smooth the surface from the backside. This is
the process and then immediately there was organized the exhibition of these 18 pieces in Warsaw.

After what period of time?

Three years conservation. 1964 they came, 1967 was the first exhibition of paintings in the National
Museum. But we may have done some mistakes sometimes with conservation of Faras, because...
That was very wise of Gazy, that he didn't took the whole wax from the surface. Because he knew
that the roof might be leaking. And it was in fact, but he forgot about the dust. Later some people
were sent and they were taking this wax off from the pictures. They were protected but the dust stayed
on them and they lost the color, they are not so bright anymore.

What happened later?

In 1972 there was a permanent gallery created for the conference, for the first Conference
of International Society of Nubian Studies. The gallery was created, practically the same month.
The opening of the exhibition of the Khartoum gallery was in the same month.

What about the Faras Gallery in Warsaw?

Well, it was the same. It was the same, but there was another arrangement. They removed some
galleries to create the gallery. But it was precisely the same place. The opening was very good because
there was a international conference and the society was established. A lot of people came to Poland.
The gallery was very modern that time, now looks old-fashioned but it was something, you know. It
was looking very good, | must say.

How do you see the future of antiquities and heritage protection in Sudan?

Well, you know, this is a very complicated thing. Especially for me, because | don't know what was
happening there for last 10 years. | must say | was trying to stay updated, as there were many people,
who discussed this matter. If I should take the voice, | would say that this is the only country | know
from the countries in the Middle East where the things are really guarded. Especially this
organization, which was made by Antiquity Service to appoint the kafirs, local kafirs. But I'm not
a proper person to judge because | have this very strong first feeling about the Sudan. I am sort
of ready to forgive everything, because I remember some other attitudes... but I'm not speaking
about archaeology now. We have been always welcomed. Really. | mean, we were always treated
in indigenous service and everywhere quite nobly. And or us, the cooperation with the workers was
good.
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I'm really very pleased for that. At the end, could you share general opinion about your
experience in Sudan?

You know, | like your country. | am used to it. | spent more than five years, counting every month.
So even | can be a citizen of the Sudan. And you know, that 10 years is just the distance, the people
changed. | mean, the people look unchanged, but the conditions have changed. You have to fight
to afford the position in antiquities. I think that it’s due to good ministers simply. So the ministers
like you now, like a good ambassador, he will go and will make a good propaganda for the country.

Professor, thank you very much for this nice words and for the interview.
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INTERVIEW S,

Date: 27" October 2015
Interviewee: Dr hab. Henryk Paner, former director of Archaeological Museum in Gdansk, who was
one of the first to respond to the call for MDASP project.

Transcript

Elmontaser ElImoubark: | would clarify the objective of my study. I have the idea of conducting
interviews with people who participated in this project. | would like to ask them questions about
their work there and to find out details from them, not from what they wrote or what | found
in their books. I prefer this kind of interview, as | believe it is a chance to get something that is
otherwise not available. I will divide my question into three topic areas. But first | would like
to say thank you very much for accepting me to have this conversation with you about this
project. I’m really glad to be here with you. Let us start then. So first of all, I would like you
to tell me about your acceptance of the appeal and participation in this project. When you got
this information, that there it will be a project in Fourth Cataract, that they will build a dam
in Fourth Cataract, you got the information about the call that NCAM needs help to rescue
the archaeological materials, what did it mean for you? How did you feel about this appeal?

Dr hab. Henryk Paner: | think we should start from the very early beginning, when we first time met
Professor Lech Krzyzaniak. He was my friend. He was former director of Archaeological Museum
in Poznan, and he was very deeply engaged in work in Sudan for many, many years. Firstly,
in the frame of Mediterranean Center, Polish Mediterranean Center from Warsaw; next as
independent mission from Poznan, and next together with Germans, with whom he cooperated in Al-
Musawwarat as-Safra and in Naga [archaeological sites], especially in Naga. | remember in 1993, we
arranged a small exhibition about the professor Krzyzaniak’s work in Sudan. So | met him, we
discussed a little bit, and I told him, maybe we could be interested to visit Sudan with him, just to take
a part in his excavations and to have a look what sort of cooperation is between Polish people and
Sudanese people. It was especially done for our education department, just to show our local visitors
that Polish archaeologists can work not only in bone but abroad as well, especially in Africa.
S0, in 1994, Professor Lech Krzyzaniak invited me to go with him to Kadero [archaeological site].
We worked together in Kadero a little bit. Next, I met dr Ahmed Hakim. At the time he was the head
of National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums in Sudan. He proposed our small group
of people, we were four people from Gdansk together with prof. Lech Krzyzaniak, he proposed us
to go to Sixth Cataract region, to site, which is called Jebal Jari [Jari mountain]. It was assessed
as a Stone Age, but mainly Neolithic site and prof. Ahmed Hakim asked me to make some
documentation from this site. So we did it for three weeks. And of course, we had some small
adventures before the trip to Sudan. Before the trip we sent our small car, a Russian Jeep, which still
IS presented as a ruin, is in total ruin in the courtyard of Antiquity Service, we send this car together
with our equipment by ship. The ship was called Wtadystaw Jagielto, Polish ship. Unfortunately, one
day before our trip to Sudan, before our flight, this ship had some sort of collision with another ship
in the Netherlands, in Holland. So this ship had to go again to Poland and we had to fly to Sudan
without equipment, only with our backpacks, and our clothes, no sunglasses. [laugh] And we didn’t
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have any archaeological equipment, because everything was packed into this car and went back
together with car to Poland. So when we arrived to Sudan and when I met prof. Ahmed Hakim
for the first time, I told him about this situation. So he said: “No problem. Now you can join Leszek
Krzyzaniak, go together to Kadero, work together with Leszek in Kadero. He has equipment, he has
accommodation. But when we finished our work in Kadero, he thought we could be useful, more
useful for Sudan, for Sudanese antiquities. He asked us whether we can do something in this Jebel
Jari and he offered us a car from NCAM, 2 tents, a driver and another help, which was very nice from
his side, because in another place we couldn't do anything. So we of course we were very grateful,
we went to Jebel Jari and we finished this job and until now this whole documentation is stored
in archive or library of National Corporation. But when we finished this, we still wanted to do
something more. And I asked prof. Hakim: “Maybe we could do something more?” And he said
to me: “OK, but we had some trouble with fuel” Because this time it was 1994...93, sorry. He said
to me: “If you can arrange fuel for you, I can offer you a car and you could go to find the place of Old
Sennar the capital of Funj. Of course, everybody at the time knew that there is something like Old
Sennar, but it was not exactly located on the map. When we visited this area for the first time we
asked people, we had some general map of the area, there was the name on the map Old Sennar, but
not exactly in the place, just the name in the corner of map, something like that. When we asked local
people, where we can find some ruins or something like that, nobody knew. So we spent... Firstly,
we arrange this fuel from another Polish people, who at this time were building electricity power
station in North Khartoum. Because not everybody knows, but this electricity power station is built
by Polish people, Polish engineers, 20 years ago. And one of my friends was a director of this
business, they build this power station from money of World Bank. And this guy, my friend, he helped
me to meet Sadig Magdy at that time. Sadiq Magdy, who knows a lot of people, just helped us
to arrange the fuel for our mission. Long and complicated story, but it was such time in Sudan. Ahmed
Hakim told me: “OK, Henryk, you can help us, you can go to Sennar, but it’s not possible without
fuel. And we in NCAM, we have for one month only four gallons of fuel. For all our cars”. So it was
very little. When | arrange this fuel, he was very satisfied and he helped us to arrange accommodation
in nest house near Sennar. We met a governor of this province. We met different people. We spend
in Sennar nearly one month and we were successful. At last we have found this place and we made
a sketch plan of the site. I have the photo of this. It’s a piece of history. | can send you one day. | can
send you this plan. Because | think this is only one such sketch plan in which Old Town of Sennar is
exactly situated. When we finish this season, we went back to Poland. We said good bye to everybody
and we hoped to come again next year. But in our case, we never had money from the side of Polish
government. The last 20 years, which we have worked in Sudan, our money we gathered
from sponsors, Polish sponsors, international sponsors and from our own income in museum, because
we do some archaeological job for investors. As | told you, every investor has to pay for rescue
excavations before any investment. Usually we do this work and they have to pay for the job
and a part of this money we devoted for the rescue excavations in Sudan, just to protect this heritage,
this archaeological heritage in Sudan, because in my opinion this is very important part of world
heritage, world archaeological heritage.

In 1994, according to our agreement with prof. Ahmed Hakim, we went Sudan and immediately it’d
appeared that Ahmed Hakim is not present. He was not the NCAM director anymore. There was some
other person, prof. Ali Tijani, who was not interested with cooperation with Hawaja [white man]. We
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had some papers, some agreements signed between our museum and prof. Hakim as a former head
of NCAM. But Ali Tijani said to us, that we can go back home. We don’t need your help.

Really?

Really, so it was not very polite from his side, because we spent the money for travel. We had this
agreement which was still exists. Nobody cancelled this agreement. But | asked dr Salah Mohammed
Ahmed for some help, to explain to prof. Ali Tijani, that it’s not to be [incomprehensible]. After his
negotiations with prof. Tijani, who was only one year the head of NCAM, after that he emigrated
to Qatar, to Oman, to Bahrain... But at last dr Salah Mohammed Ahmed explained to him that we
can be useful, that we can cooperate, that... I don't know what happened exactly, but I think that
prof. Tijani was not a friend of prof. Ahmed, so he thought, if we were a friends of prof. Ahmed, we
might have been his enemy. But anyway, it was allowed for us to stay in Sudan and do some work
between Shendi and Kabushiya. That year, it was the time before Sudanese government planned
to build new road between Khartoum and Atbara. So we did some survey in the stage of about 40 km
long between Shendi and Atbara. We discovered some sites. We did [incomprehensible] and between
another sides we discover Awlib. It was two sides close to each other, Abu Erteila and Awlib complex,
temple complex. This Abu Erteila was a little bit known from literature, but about Awlib there was
only a short information, it was mentioned in a book of prof. Hakim about Meroitic architecture.
When we finished the survey, I asked the Sudanese authorities about possibility to have a concession
for the Awlib temple complex, because we registered five Koms [hills], one — the biggest was
the main temple, and three cemeteries in the area, so at that time | thought maybe it would be good
to sit on this place and to do something more than only a survey. At that moment the authorities
in NCAM had changed and new boss was dr Hassan Hussain. He told me, “OK, Henryk, you can
have this license for Awlib. But firstly we would like to ask you to go to the Fourth Cataract”. And it
was that moment in 1995... It was the moment when we were asked for the first time to go
to the Fourth Cataract. So... | knew nothing about that area. And the only person who visited this
area was dr Salah, who visited this area together with Jack Reynolds. And when | asked Jack Reynolds
about this area, he told me that there is nothing, nothing to do from archaeological point of view.
There’s only a lot of mosquitoes, no markets, no water, no roads, no electricity... So everything
in Fourth Cataract is very complicated, sometimes dangerous. He told me: “I spent only three days
in Fourth Cataract and I never want to go back to this place”. [laugh] So you can imagine my feeling...
We didn’t have long experience in Africa, only two seasons, and when these guys who spent in Africa
nearly 30 years told us that it is very complicated and very dangerous, from logistic point of view,
it’s very complicated management of such excavations or survey or any archeological effort...
But we decided just to go for a few days, to have a look, and when we arrived using Russian Jeep,
because after half of year, this Jeep arrived to Sudan and it was quite fine, wo we visited the area
of Fourth Cataract. Then I took the decision that it is fine, we can start with this survey. And in 1996,
we started with a survey exactly... not exactly from Jebel Barkal, but from Jebel Suwiegat,
about 5 km from Karima.

Our concession started from Jebel Suwiegat and through Kassinger Bahri we went further Northeast.
In 1996 we had our first season. After two seasons, if 1 remember well, we registered more than
150 sites, among them the rock art and very interesting sites like Kassinger Bahri cemetery,
which was totally disturbed in the flooding in 1988. Some people used bulldozers to collect sand
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and stones from the tumuli and they used it as a barrier against water. So they destroyed a lot
of superstructure, primarily this cemetery. Probably you can count about 400 tumuli and now you can
register not more than 60-70. But anyway, after two years there was another meeting, if I remember
well in 1998 in London...or maybe in 2000, I don’t know..

Excuse me, | will stop you here. If I understand correctly, at that time there was no another
expedition working there? Were you the first archaeological expedition in the Fourth Cataract
region?

Yes... I don’t know exactly about NCAM activity, because they probably did something on the left
bank, because our concession was primarily on the right bank, between Karima and Abu Hamad.
Maybe some effort was done from the site of NCAM archaeologists, but | don't have proper
information about. But certainly, from the foreign groups 1996-1997, we were the first, the first
mission in the world that already gave positive response to this appeal of dr Hussein. That’s
an important point.

I would like to move on to further topic. You mentioned that you got information that this area
is very difficult and you were stressed, you had maybe negative impression about starting work
in this area. Could you tell me then what was the real challenge and difficulty when you started
your work in the Fourth Cataract?

The challenge was firstly to take care about the health of people, this is the first, the most important
thing. How to protect everybody, if you have no free access to the good water, to the good food.
Especially some Hawaja [white men] are more fragile for hard condition. I’'m not, but maybe other
Polish people... [laugh] And of course, an important matter was communication, transportation...
Communication, transportation and medical treatment, and how to protect people. So it was first three
or four points of our logistic plan. Before we went to Sudan in 1997, after our first visit, we went
to Germany, we bought 2 cars and we exported these cars to Sudan just to have 4-wheel drive cars
of our own, in good conditions. Of course, up to now, all these matters connected with custom are
very complicated in Sudan and usually very expensive. But in this case we had really real help
of NCAM and as well dr Salah and dr Hassan Hussain helped us a lot. They prepared special
documents, opinions which we could deliver to the customs officers. And these custom officers were
really very polite, very helpful for us. And they made us free of custom, what was very important.
Then we could start with our two own cars, and this Russian Jeep, altogether three. And we had good
communication, using special radio, which is very important in this hard terrain. We arranged our
first camp about 20 km from Karima in Kassinger Bahri.

Does that mean from the beginning you started with a advanced works? Because you collected,
money and you bought the cars and needed equipment. Do | understand correctly that you were
planning to have a big cooperation with Sudan from the first time?

Yes. Anyway, a lot of further information you can find in these volumes, African Reports, especially
in first, second and third. Because | informed the public how we arranged everything, how we
cooperate with NCAM. Maybe not only thing which I’m talking about, but from archaeological point
of view a lot of information can be found there.
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Could you tell me more about the challenges you encountered? You mentioned the climate
or the features of the area, that it was very tough and difficult for people.

Firstly, water. Water was important. We used two type of protection. Firstly, we had special pills
which you can put into the water and after half an hour you can drink it safely, because this is working
against different bacteria. And secondly, we use typical water filters, but it was not very useful
because water from the Nile, which we had to use at that time, was not mineral water. It's full of mud,
it’s like a clay. So we usually used this pills, special chemicals pills to make this water good
for drinking. It was it was really, really very important. When it comes to food, we had different
approach than other missions, because when we contacted Polish mission from Old Dongola, they
usually were buying a lot of pasta or flour in Egypt, and they were sending it by train to Sudan.
So when we visited them and | asked my colleagues in Dongola at that time he told me they never
eat djibna [cheese], they never eat local food because they are afraid about their stomach and health.
But I said to my people: “Guys, if everybody, all people from the area can eat local food, like fasolia
[beans], fresh fruit, vegetables, we can do the same. We are the same people”. So we started to eat
every local food, we had local cook and everybody was healthy. No problems with stomach.

That is great. What about the challenges and difficulties connected with people? Did you have
any issues with the workers? You told me that you brought good cars, what was the situation
with fuel? Was is difficult to obtain all the permissions to work there?

In 1996-1997 a lot of permission were needed to work in in the field. Firstly, travel permit. Secondly,
photo permits. Thirdly, special permit for camera, movies camera not only camera, digital camera.
Looking for behaviour... Security Service. We had to contact them on the first day when we arrived
to village, to Karima or to Kassinger Bahri. On the first day we should contact with local Security
Service. We had to remember to have a lot of copies of our passport, all these travel permits were
very important. So it was one of most important things on the first day when we arrived to some
villages and small towns.

Do you think it was normal or you were treated differently for some reasons?

I think it was time of the war between the South and North Sudan and it was just control, special sort
of control for everybody who was moving from one place to another. So | was not surprised because
in our country, twenty five years ago it was something similar. Anyway, for me it was not awful, not
terrible. Sometimes it was just a pit of time. But you know...

What about the local communities? Did they welcome you, were they helpful?

They welcomed us very, very nicely, very good. And from the early beginning we had very good
contact with local people, especially in the all area of Fourth Cataract. We visited people. We took
part in local ceremonies, weddings when a child was born, sometimes even in the funeral ceremony.
Yes, sometimes not. Not very often, but especially when we knew people, when somebody from their
friends or families died, we took a part in such ceremonies as well, especially after we met Onde
[A famous person known for his cooperation with the Polish mission]. You know Onde?
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Yes, of course.
Yeah, everybody knows Onde.
Does it mean that you has a good relation with the leader of the local community?

Yes, but not only with the leader, with all the other people as well. When we worked in our first
excavation, it was in 1996 and 1997 in Kassinger Bahri. So if you work with people in the field, you
know them better than only making shopping in their shop.

Let me specify, so even after the problem with the local people and with the government there,
when they expressed that they are against the dam, was the relation still fine?

Yes, because | think because from the beginning we had very good relationships with local people.
We visited, they visited us. Ahmed Babiker is a person who is a friend of us. His relative was Onde.
And another local people, many people from Kassinger Bahri and they were talking about us
in the area. You know, when they visited their families. And | think this opinion must have been good
because all these people had very positive approach to us. What is important, after the first time we
met Onde, at the same time in 1998 there was the first movement of Manasir. One season, a lot
of people from another archaeological missions,_a lot of foreign missions, were pressed to go out
from the area of Fourth Cataract. And | visited this area after it happened and everybody packed
luggage and flew away. | visited, together with Onde and Ahmed Babiker, the Manasir Committe
people in the same island, in the north near Abu Hamad, Shiri Island. | visited these people
from committee and | negotiated our future. It was long meeting. They were not very polite. They
were not very friendly. Because in their imagination they were thinking: when we threw away every
Hawaja from the area, the government will give us something. The government will be terrified
about it. The government will be not happy, because this opinion in Europe will be bad
for government, not for us. It was such, you know, such thinking.

Does it mean that the local community problems with the government were affecting you?

It was affecting us. After that, at last we had an agreement between Manasir Committee and me
and we, as the only foreign mission, could have stayed on the spot. So it was very successful for us.
Because of our good beginning, good relationship. | remember when we discussed with these people
from the Committee, there was about 15 men with beards, guns, sitting very seriously, like this, and |
was in center, | was talking with them with the help of Onde and Ahmed Babiker. Suddenly the door
was opened and somebody came inside. A young man and | recognized, he was a guy from small
village which we visited few weeks earlier and we discussed something and we explained what we
do, how we collect the data about archaeological heritage. And we had the doctor, this doctor helped
local people without money. This is our habit, our common habit in our mission that all the time we
have the doctor, Medical Professor from Szczecin, Mirek Parafiniuk, and usually he helps local
people if they have some problems, he give them, you know, medicals, pills and so on. We have
special money for this aim, just to help local people, because it’s needed. And this young guy, I don't
remember now his name, but it's not important, he arrived because he had heard from somebody that
we will have a meeting with his Manasir committee and he was afraid about us. Because he hosted
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us in his house, and he treated us after this hosting like a friends. Like a part of his family.
And anyway, we really helped his father, who was very ill and our doctor helped him a lot and this
wife. So he was very grateful. And when he had heard about this meeting, he afraid about us. So he,
without invitation from the site of this Manasir Ccommittee, he arrived to this meeting and just went
inside and the older guy asked him: “What are you doing here? Nobody asked you to come!”. Very
unpolite. And he told them: “Maybe you don’t care about such things, but I feel these guys are a friend
of us. Not only one village, but more people, because they help us, they're friendly, they are normal,
we can visit them anytime when you want. So please talk with this guy — with me — like with a friend,
not like with enemy”. It was very beautiful really, because it was not without any other, how to say
it, it was his own initiative. I didn't know he will arrive there. And anyway, it was a long trip through
the desert, from the Karima to the Shiri Island, because it was deep in the desert. So you can imagine
how good this relationships must have been, that local people protected us against Manasir
Committee without us asking for it. It was really, really nice and it’s a good proof of our relationships
with local people.

Let us go further, cause you mentioned very interesting thigs and 1 would like you to elaborate
on that. Can you tell me more about the participant of the mission? You mentioned that there
was a doctor. Could you tell me more about that?

It developed through the years. First, it was group of four people, 3 archaeologists and one technician.
Photographer and driver and mechanist, and so on. 3 archaeologists.

Were they all Polish?

All of them Polish, yes. And from Gdansk, people from Gdansk Museum. After 2-3 season it
developed and new people joined us: etnographer Andrzej Blazynski, the professor of medical
treatment, Mirek Parafiniuk, and the people who were interested in history of medicine in Sudan
and other people from Szczecin. Paleobotanic, Monika Badura from Gdansk University, another
specialist from Wroctaw University — Mirek Masoj¢ who is an expert of Stone Age. So sometimes
in one season, we can say, we employed even 20 people from different universities and museums
in Poland. Before, we in Gdansk Museum, we don’t have all the specialists. Some of us can specialize
in some things, but we can find good people on Poland for Stone Age, for this medical things,
ethnographer, a so on. We had our own land surveyors, technicians, archaeologists, especially
of Bronze Age, Meroitic and Christian periods, pottery specialists, like Fla Kolosowska and now
Professor Mahmoud El-Tayeb. He was a member of our mission a long, long time from 1996 until
even 2008, when the dam was built.

Let us move to further topic, namely relations with other missions and expeditions. You were
working in the same area, so did you develop any relation with them? Was there any idea
of sharing information, discussing the archaeological excavated and founded materials?
Or maybe were there other kinds of activities connected with building relations and sharing
knowledge with other missions?

I think what should be stressed in this moment, that from the early beginning, from the first season, |
had an idea how to divide our knowledge and how to take some knowledge from, you know, other
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missions, from other people. So after the first season in 1994...maybe... we arranged first all Polish
conference, Nubian archaeological conference. And we arrange these conferences each year for last
22 years, from 1994 until now. Each year we meet another Polish people from Polish missions.
But many times we arranged international conferences devoted to the Fourth Cataract archaeology.
First time such meeting was organized, | don't remember, 1998 or 2000 something like that. But one
year later we arranged in Gdansk, in Gniew Castle four days international conference and in this way
we exchanged our experience with other missions. So it was very good idea and you can find the
publications from this conference in that volumes. Second such conference... Next, these conferences
were organized by Humboldt University, Berlin, by Cologne, Peter Vocka, by Lille University, again
in London with Derek and next in 2009... Maybe in 2009 in Gdansk... Which should be published
in volume 6 or volume 7... Yes, this is volume 7 from International Conference which was arranged
in Gdansk. So this was a very good way. In 1998, we arranged an exhibition about... permanent,
because earlier after each season we arranged temporary exhibitions for the public, just to inform
them what we do in Sudan, what is our result, how we cooperate it with Sudanese authorities, because
everybody in Europe, even now, are talking now: this awful country, full of blood, sweat and tears.
Something like that. There is a war, how you can go. We can go, because we protect international
world archaeological heritage together with Sudanese colleagues. That’s the answer. We don’t care
about political situation, if this situation is not dangerous for us. If we still can work safely in the area,
we will work, as long as it’s possible, because this is our sort of mission, to protect this archaeological
heritage, which is very important for the world heritage. If nobody will help Sudan, if everybody will
stay back to Sudan, nobody will protect this heritage. Because for Sudan it is too much. This is big
country. This is huge potential, I think it could be more money for this activity. | mean, for the heritage
of monuments, it could be, but still it’s not enough. So if another countries will not help Sudan on this
way, maybe many, many monuments will disappear. Yes, especially now, when there is this gold
fever, looking for the gold. But anyway, going back to your question. | think the good way
to exchange this knowledge was this Polish and international conferences and our exhibitions.
Because we presented materials. And between these conferences we arrange many small workshops,
only for the pottery specialist with Jackie Phillips, with another specialist. They could go to Gdansk
anytime, we could offer them, free of charge guest rooms and so on.

Can we say than that this project, this international project, was a step to build good relations
between missions working in this field?

Yes. Because anytime we offer them open hands, you know, open sources, our knowledge. There
were no problems, never. When | was asked by Derek Welsby, for instance, to prepare a lecture
in London in 2010... I never had problems to collect materials, starting from Derek Welsby, through
the American expeditions, Pawel Wolf, any other people and Polish archaeologists from Poznan,
from Warsaw, they gave me all the results without any problems. I could collect these materials and
prepare this lecture and after lecture the subject article for this volume. So it was very, very important.
It’s good question, that from the early beginning between all these missions: British, French,
Germans, Polish, Americans, there was very, very good cooperation. And of course, Sudan, it is
obvious. More relationships like colleagues than from official point of view. This is very important.
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Can we say that thanks to that deeper idea of Nubtology or Sudanology was created?

Yes, and what is important, a lot of young people from, for instance from Poland, took part in this
expedition between 1996, 1998 up to 2008, and we can say we educated new generation
of archaeologists who like Sudan, who have a lot of friends in Sudan and who understand Sudan more
than normal Polish citizens, who know Sudan only from TV and from media. Which is not very
positive picture sometimes, so this is very important matter that we explain to people: Sudan is not
like you see in the media, Sudan is normal country, people are normal. All of them are not terrorists.
Like sometimes Americans maybe are saying... This is very important work. All the time when we
arrange, for instance, conference in Gdansk, there are few interviews for local media, local press and
interviews in local TV, especially together with our Sudanese friends. Sometimes it was
Abdelrahman, now the director NCAM, sometimes it was Salah, who took part in few of our
conferences. Sometimes it was Hassan Hussain as well. And even Onde, one day we asked Onde
to visit Gdansk, to pay a visit in Gdansk. And Onde spent here two or three weeks, he was very
popular. What can I say more? I don’t know.

So maybe can move to another question. Let us go back a bit and think about the Nubian
campaign. | assume, when you started your work in Fourth Cataract project, you had in your
mind, as an archaeologist, some pictures from the Nubian campaign. You had an image of some
political works, challenges, difficulties and success in Nubian Campaign. Comparing the
information you had in your mind about the Nubian campaign and your field work in Fourth
Cataract, what was positive and what was negative change?

When we compare the situation between this first huge Nubian Campaign in 60s, it was international
matter from even political point of view. UNESCO helped a lot at that time to arrange all this rescue
job with moving of temples and so on. And we have very good sources, very good information about
that because one of the main head of historians, archaeologist was prof. Kazimierz Michatowski from
Warsaw, who was a member of International Committee for the Nubian Rescue Campaign. So before
we went to Sudan for the first time, we learned a lot from our Polish colleagues. Some of them even
still remember this campaign, like Professor Stefan Jakobielski, who is really like an open book.
[laugh] He told us a lot about different conditions. And when we compare our work, first: we didn’t
have such support from the site of international, political authorities. We, from Gdansk, we even
didn’t have money from our government. It was our own money. We had a choice, we could spend
this money for another aim. We could buy something for our museum from that money. Nobody
forced us to spend this money for archaeological job in Sudan. But it was our own independent
decision. | think it was very important that in this situation, when we didn't have such huge strong
support from the site of international political community, from the site of UNESCO, It was... we
helped each other as a mission, you know. For instance, sometimes we had some troubles with some
equipment, so we could borrow this equipment from other mission. Mainly Polish missions but not
only. And I think it was some sort of integration, all these missions: French, German, Polish, English,
because of lack of support from the site of international, political bodies. In this case, we can say that,
it was more our own initiative. Like, archaeologists who work quite long time in Sudan and a majority
of them feel that this is good time to help. Good time to help, not only for government or for NCAM
even, but for the monuments. Because without our activity in Fourth Cataract | cannot imagine that
archaeologists from NCAM could be able to protect everything, to make such a lot of excavations,
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to produce such a lot of publications. It should be stressed that it was more the own initiative
of archaeologists who like Sudan, who respect Sudan, who respect this heritage than political
decision. Nobody from our country pressed us: please go to Sudan to do that or that. No, it was our
own initiative, like in case of Derek, like in the case of our archaeologists. And | think this is worth
to stress it. This is this is the main difference. And if you are talking about difficulties... One thing
could be arranged better in Sudan. In some later years, these problems with customs... All the time,
some problems... Of course it was solved, but sometimes we just had to spend a lot of time. 2-3 weeks
sitting in Khartoum and sending next letter and next, you know, documents, just to explain
what for archaeologists can use total station for instance. Are they spies? No. They are not spies. They
use this total station just for measurement work with monuments. In case of other equipment
sometimes we had some trouble, so | think for the future, if somebody will be responsible for such
cooperation between foreign missions and NCAM it should be really one person who will be
respected by custom authorities and who can explain: tomorrow mission from Gdansk will go
to Sudan and they will take with them total station, two satellite phones, etc.

So was it a problem?

It was a problem. Sometimes we spend time, unfortunately, we spend a lot of time to explain, what
is this equipment for. Sometimes we stuck at the airport because custom officers told us we cannot
take this total station with you. We have to take it, we will store it at the airport and when you will
go back to Poland, you can take it with you. What for should | stay in Sudan without my equipment?
It was really a problem sometimes. And in this case we need, | think, many missions need some
support, but it’s only that. But from the other side, with local people, with local communities, we
never had any problem. I don’t know about other missions, but we didn’t. It was very good, very
positive side of our work in Sudan. If you can ask members of our mission if these people like
Sudan... A majority of them have some friends in Sudan. They now communicate with them, they
have contact through Facebook or other Internet tools.

What about the weather? Was it a big challenge for you? What about the insect in the area,
were they an issue for your mission?

I think we were well protected. Look, through 20 years, among members of our mission, only one
person had a problem with malaria. Only one person. Just. So it means we protected us well. How
did we protect? Mosquito net. Mosquito net in the house. Mosquito net in the tents. Mosquito net
in the camp, in the desert. We usually didn’t arrange our camps near the river, rather deeply,
in the desert that 2, 3, 4, 5 km from the Nile where the weather is dry. There are no mosquitoes, not
such a lot of mosquitoes. Generally, | think the weather is not problem for Polish people in Sudan.

Could you share with me your general view about the campaign, what was positive and negative
for you?

I think everything was positive. Really. | told you honestly about these problems with custom,
and sometimes it was really irritating because when, for instance, we arranged our exhibition...
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Let me specify... Let us talk about the issue of time. Was there enough time to cover all
the concession?

No. In 2000, we received a message that the engineering work had started near the dam and in this
year we did a survey on the stage about 150 km along the bank of the Nile between Karima up to Khor
el-Daghfali. So the last 100 km, | told Hassan Hussain that it was not possible to continue this survey,
because now, when he had started with this engineering work, we had to arrange rescue excavations
on some sites, which are really very important. We decided to postpone this 100 km between Khor
el-Daghfali and Abu Hamad and Hassan Hussein proposed this concession for Americans.
So, from 2000, we started with rescue excavations and we did rescue excavations on about
50 or 60 sites. Now I don’t remember, | can find it in publication, cemeteries and settlements.

Did you concentrate in settlement and cemeteries?

Yes, mainly. It was very important, because, for instance, when we registered 50 sites with similar
superstructures, the idea was, we can recognize 1, 2, 3 such sites and we can establish the chronology
for another 40. Because if there are similar, superstructures similar periods, similar topography
and so on, we can expect that the chronology will be, maybe not the same, but from the same
chronological horizon.

Do I understand correctly, that your method applied was choosing the part of the site...?
It was not possible to cover everything. We, for instance, discovered about 800 archaeological sites,

majority of them was cemeteries and settlements, among them was maybe even 400 cemeteries
and we did excavations on the probably 50 cemeteries and 15-16 settlements.

Do you think, if you had have more time, would you have been able to rescue more?

Yes, yes. We could do more. We could do more about it. Time was short between 2000 and 2008.
Even in 2007, it was not possible to achieve some sites because it was wet. Because the level of water
was changed by this dam, even when this dam was not open, like in 2008, but earlier, the level
of water changed. In 2005, I arrived to Wadi Umm Raho and | had seen that still is green. And every
year earlier, after the raining season, even in...

Does it mean that the climate has changed?

Climate has change and the level of water has changed. It was not possible, for instance, to drive
by car at the bottom of Wadi Umm Raho like earlier, only on the bank of the river. So you cannot
arrive to some sites which were at the bottom, inside of Wadi Umm Raho. So it was the problem.
Some of this sites were... Access to the sites was not possible. That was the problem for us.
But happily we did this job earlier. For instance, there was a very important settlement, Kerma
settlement.
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To sum up, can we say that the biggest problems were: firstly the customs and secondly
the time?

There was not enough time, yes. That’s all, I think.

What do you think about the archaeological management in Sudan? referring to the Antiquities
Ordinance 1999, there are articles giving permissions and awarding foreign missions some
archaeological material. For example; when NCAM launched the appeal, it mentioned
that the participants will be rewarded by receiving a certain amount of the rescued
archaeological material for their museum and exhibitions. What do you think about this kind
of incentive and management?

I think this point was useful, for instance, to gather money in Poland. Because some sponsors asked
us, OK, we can give you some money, but what your museum, what your region will have from this
business, what Poland will have from this business. So in this case we could tell them it is probably
possible to have some archaeological artefacts for our collection, which will be next presented in our
permanent exhibition for the public, for better understanding of Sudanese and African culture. And it
was a really important point, because many sponsors asked us this question. What you, what your
museum will have, when we give you money and you spend your money for what? To have nice time
in Sudan, with your colleagues? No. No. must be some result. And for many sponsor, I think, effect
like publications or conferences are not important. So it was important.

So it was motivating?

It was motivating. Maybe not for us, because for us the most important are publications. And of course
for the exhibition, we can have some temporary exhibitions, you know, but...

But also on the other hand, now you created the Sudanese sections...

I think... For instance, looking from organizing point of view, if Sudan National Corporation
or National Museums in Sudan, they have 1000 of such cups, post-Meroitic cups, and they will give
10 out of this 1000 for the exhibition they will... there is no problem for them.

Yes, because this is knowledge. I’m talking about it, because, now what you did in the museum
in Gdansk, you opened the great Sudanese exhibitions. And now a lot of people in the region
know what does it mean Sudan, Sudanese Archaeology and...

Exactly. And this exhibition is not only for visitors. Many times we arranged, for instance, some
meetings, some meetings with tourist quides, with businessman, inside this exhibition room.

This exhibition was opened during this campaign, am | right?

Yes. And it is based on these artefacts that we collected. So this is very important place to spread, the
knowledge about Sudanese culture, about African culture, about all these traditions which are not
very well known among all citizens. Especially now it is very important, as now it will have new
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quite new value. Because of this some sort of... situations which now are complicated between
Muslims and Christian world. So it is very much more needed now than earlier even. because now
we can really arrange...

We can talk about heritage, not about dividing countries.

Yes. And now we can explain people... Anyway, people now are more interested in this part
of Africa. Because when in their imagination, this is quite conflicted country, still deep in the war,
and they go to our... different groups of people, and they can see normal people working in the field,
normal town like Khartoum, with a lot of place, which are now available for European people and so
and so on. So they change their image about that.

What about the difficulties connected with rock drawings?

First difficulties was that no company from Poland would go with us to Sudan_because they were
afraid of war, they were afraid of illnesses, this difficulties. So our group arranged a special training,
how to cut stones, so we, archaeologists know. We are not talented in this business but we visited
stone factory in southern Poland and they taught us how to treat the stones, because the most important
was how to cut stone and don’t destroy the picture. And after this training, we were ready
for the equipment. If I remember well, we preserved more than 170 pieces.

And it was done by archaeologist who had no experience with that?

It was done by archaeologists who had really short experience, but we were very engaged and full
of good ideas how to do it. Maybe we are talented now.

Were there archaeologists with some engineer or just archaeologists?
One engineer, two technicians and six archaeologists, together we me.
Where was the technicians from?

From our museum. We had arranged some fuel, some mechanical work visa, somebody have to take
care about this.

The last question will be about the Ordinance of 1999. Do you think the Antiquities Ordinance
in Sudan is good enough to protect the archaeological materials in in Sudan or is a bit weak
and it needs to be developed?

From my point of view, because | have some experience — for 25 years, | was a protection officer
for the archaeological sites and monuments in all this region of northern Poland, | was responsible
for that and there’s a lack of point, which should be connected with investigation in this ordinance. It
should be something like in our regulations, that if investors will destroy some monuments
by buildings, by roads, they have to pay some money for rescue excavation. But anyway, | think this
ordinance is good. The question is, whether this ordinance is respected by officers, by every member
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of staff of NCAM or not. This is the question, because sometimes you can have feeling that some
people have their own interpretation. From my point of view, law is law. This is governmental
document. This is, you know, very important document and everything should be clear. It must be
not that one person can change the ordinance because of something. This is important. If we have
respect to each other, if Sudan and NCAM respect people who cooperate with them, many years and
we respect them, both of us should respect these points of ordinance, all the ordinance. Not only we,
but Sudanese people should respect, in the same way this Ordinance.

Do you think the movement now in Sudan, with the development projects, will help
archaeological activities or is it a threat for archaeological fieldwork in Sudan?

It’s hard to say. I don’t have knowledge about recent events and initiatives in Sudan. I'm very sad
because I’'m not a member of Qatar project. I don’t know why, because we are one of the oldest
expedition in Sudan. And between another cooperation, for instance, we financed offices in the fourth
floor. So | expected that it will be no problem to collect us to the first group of people, even if I didn’t
take the part in this first meeting in Doha in Qatar. But | have expected some sort of better cooperation
in this case. Must say I’m really disappointed and a lot of people from Europe ask me, even last time
in Miinster: “Why Henryk you are not participant of this Qatar project?”. So I'm saying: “I don't
know. I don’t know. I maybe you know something about it?”’.

Actually, I don’t know, but if I understood very well, there were many people who applied for it
and it was like deadline for accepting...

It was at first, but it is not true, because many other people joined later this project. Without such long
experience like us, without such strong cooperation, and | think without such results, for instance,
if we published 11 volumes about Sudanese archaeology, about Sudanese heritage... There is not...
There’s only three such publications in the world. So I think, really, I must stress, I’'m disappointed
that even nobody was talking with me about this matter, why we could join, especially we don’t need
this money for the holidays. Yes, now we have a really good project in Bayuda Desert. Bayuda Desert
is extremely endangered by people’s activity, by people looking for gold, but not only. Because they
are more active in the Eastern desert. So we need some help at Bayuda, because Bayuda is endangered
and year by year new farms and now new industrial activity destroyed this heritage. We do our job
as much as we can, but it’s not enough. It’s not enough for Bayuda heritage.

Thank you very much for this opportunity and this meeting. Wszystkiego dobrego.
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INTERVIEW 6.

Date: 24™ November 2015
Interviewee: Dr Marek Chtodnicki, former Director of Archaeological Museum in Poznan — Head
of the Expedition of Poznan Archaeological Museum that participated in MDASP.

Transcript

Elmontaser EImoubark: First of all, thank you very much for giving me this chance to have
a word with you. I’m really glad to be here with you in Poznan, in Poland — it’s a nice city —
and in Archaeological Museum in Poznan. Let me to clarify the purpose of this meeting. This
interview is referring to my research study in the field of archaeology and archaeological
resource management in Sudan within archaeological discourse, theory, practice
and perspective. The study focuses on the idea of archaeological management in Sudan,
referring to the Nubian Campaign (1960-1970) and to Hamdab or Merowe Dam Project
at the Fourth Contract. 1 am researching the idea and the process of the fieldwork,
of the archaeological activities in these two campaigns. Firstly, | would be interested to know
your opinion about the fieldwork process in the Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage Project.
Could you tell me, what is your general view on this project?

Dr Marek Chlodnicki: As you know, we started our work on the Fourth Cataract in 2003. It was just
after the appeal of the NCAM to join the project to rescue monuments of the Fourth Cataract. And we
received a concession at the end of the Fourth Cataract Project. It is about 45 km on the left side
of the Nile, it is in EI-Sadda and in Gebel Gurgurib, it is Shemkhiya. When we went there for the first
time, there was the director of the first mission, prof. Lech Krzyzaniak, to see the area. We were very
afraid because we didn’t know nothing about this area, even if there are people living there, if there
are any villages, because there were no enough good maps. There were some people that said they
were travelling there, but we didn’t know nothing.

I’m sorry to disturb you. I just want to know more about accepting the appeal. When you got
the information about the appeal, how did you get to know that they want you to involve in this
project and to be a participant? How did you accept the appeal and how did you get
the concession?

You know, we had contact with NCAM every year, because we were working in Kadero at that time.
So for us it was normal to join the project, because we were so many years in Sudan, working in other
areas. It was impossible not to join this project. Of course there were some missions which I know
they refused. They were interested in some projects in Kassala and so on and they didn’t want to do
this. But we said, we should do it for Sudanese friends: to go there, to check what archaeology is
there. Because there was a lot of things that must be done, so it’s too much for just for Sudanese
archaeologists. As we know, it’s too much for all the missions, because archaeology in this region...
we didn’t expect that it’s so rich. We thought that maybe we’d find some graves or something, but we
didn’t expect there are some fortresses, graveyards, settlements... Everything is there.

328



Does it means that the reason was to support the Sudan Antiquities Service?

Yes, so it was one of the reasons. Second of all, as the scientists, we were interested what happened
there, because nobody knew this region, there was no... Except some areas near Karima, because
there was some archaeology before, the Gdansk archaeologist were working there, since, I think,
some years earlier they started, I think.

Yes, because they were the first there, yes.

Yes, but this area, for us, we didn't know nothing about it. Unfortunately for us, the Neolitihic was
very, very badly preserved. We couldn’t say there is no Neolithic, because there is Neolithic
and Paleolithic because they are mostly seen, but it’s not solid. But the Kerma... Nobody knew that
Kerma extends so far, like until the end of the Fourth Cataract, even longer. The huge post-Meroitic
tumulus means that there is something, not just periphery of the Meroitic state, but this is important
part of the state. Even Christian time was there. We had known cemeteries, which has more than 1000
graves and some fortresses, so this is it... I think it was rich area, it could be because there was also
gold in this area. There are still people around mining goals. This must be rich, because there is a gold.

Yes, exactly. Now there are people working there, who are searching for gold in small mines.
Yes. So there was more gold probably in the ancient times. There was a lot of gold.

Yeah, definitely. So, we can go further to the concessions. How did you get the concession? Did
you ask for it or offered by NCAM: that they have this area and this area, and then you should
choose what is more interesting for you. Because you are more interested in prehistory
and another in fortification, for example. How did you choose the concession? Could you tell
me something about the topic of cooperation of choosing the concession?

Generally we received proposition from the NCAM: so there is this end of this area. At the beginning,
we thought to take even longer one, because we had this proposition to have a long, even longer one.
Finally we took the part of this area and the second part took by Hungarians. But even then there were
some problems, because nobody worked in this area before, as you know. Generally about
the concession, Lech Krzyzaniak discussed it with Hassan Hussein. He was the leader at the time.

So it wasn’t a problem. No one forced you to take this area or this area. So you were free
to choose the concessions?

You know, some areas had already been selected by NCAM and by British. Gdansk had a huge
concession of the opposite side. So there was possibility to choose on the left side, right side,
but at the end we chose this one for us, because time was also important for us. In this this area we
can work longer, because, you know, the water was going. We had more time. We worked until 2010,
nobody worked until 2010 like we. Because there was area under the water, near the dam.
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Yes, most of the areas were covered with water.

What is interesting for the future is, that this area was not completely destroyed by dam. There is still
possibility to work there, because only some places were destroyed. Some other also, because people
were resettled from there to the higher areas, but still there is some archaeology existing there. So it’s
possible to go there to finish some work even.

That means in this area, there is still a possibility to continue working on it?

Some other problems came to that, you know. Now it’s easier because there’s electricity in some
villages. We didn’t have electricity there at that time.

We will go to this questions now. Can you tell me about the challenges and the difficulties that
you faced during your work? As you mentioned now, there was no electricity there at that time.
There were no good asphalt roads there and something like that. Probably now it’s better:
there’s electricity, there are good roads, bridges and a lot of stuff. Could you tell me about
the challenges and difficulties that you faced during your archaeological work there?

As | told you, we were at the beginning afraid what will happen there. But when we arrived, we said
the situation is not so bad. There’s many villages. It’s easy to rent the house. There is a water
from cisterns, so there's water supply — no problems. People are very friendly. So, in 2003 and 2004,
we worked without any problems. Everything started later, especially in Hajar al Bayda.

When you came for the first time, you started to talk to the local people, to the leader
of the committee, or something like that, and you got a permission from him?

We got permission, yes. A house that we can rent. So everything was going well, we had no problems
with workers. Everything was OK in 2004. Problem started in 2005, as you know, those problem
from the side of the community. The works there were not so easy, because they destroyed some
trenches there. Atmosphere was very bad, even in 2005 — because we had two seasons — the first
season was OK, but the second season we shortened because people were afraid. The next season was
even worse. So we escaped, we can say, from Hajar al Bayda to Shemkhiya, where the situation was
quite different. So we even finished some work in the Manasir area, but just not living there
with many problems. In Sadda we also finished some work, but for the next season in 2006, there
was no archaeological work in area of Hajar al Bayda and Sadda, because Manasir society was against
archaeologists, against to do anything. But few kilometers to the east, in Rubatab area, we excavated
without any problem for the next three seasons, until the end of the Campaign.

Does it means that the problem was just in Hajar al Bayda?

Hajar al Bayda and Sadda and the area controlled by Manasir community. Because of that, you know,
we should have had neighbours, Hungarians and other missions. They didn’t start. They just came
for a few days and then they escaped to work in the British concession. Because there was no
possibility to work.
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Why?

Because, Manasir didn’t agree for anyone to work in this area.

Does it mean that other missions joined you after two seasons, when the problems started?
Yes, they wanted to study it later, but it was impossible at that time.

Can we go back to the features of the concession? How long, how big was it? How was
the settlement and the lives there? Can you share some information about the concessions
to make a compare with your living and working there? How big was the concessions and what
was the feature of the area? Was it mountain or desert area?

You know, this is 45 km. It’s quite long, but not very wide, because just the Nile Valley is very narrow
in this area. We went a little bit to the desert also. On the desert we found only rock art sites, also
in the mountains we found rock art sites and some traces of Neolithic and Palaeolithic. But no site
was excavated in the desert. All sites were in the Nile Valley, near as close to the fields
and on the border on the high desert, because there are some tumuli cemeteries. Anyway, we
excavated, just we touched, their archaeology, because there was not enough time and money to do
everything. We thought that Hajar al Bayda was the most important place in this part of the Forth
Cataract, because we found there huge cemeteries, even with the huge tumuli which were six meter
high and then 20 or 30 meter in diameter, and a lot of other small cemeteries around. We thought it
was a local important place, the Hajar al Bayda. It was for sure very important at Kerma and post-
Meroitic, probably Meroitic, but we didn’t find any clear Meroitic sites, because, you know. There
was generally no settlements preserved, because settlements were on the rocks. On the border, not
in the fields. So if there were villages, there were destroyed, but we found a lot of cemeteries. We dig
some Kerma cemeteries, a lot of post-Meroitic, some Christian cemeteries, but very few. We made
documentation of all sites: photographs and description of all site. All tumuli have photographs,
description, dimensions and so on. All these documentation is waiting for publication, which | hope
will start next year, but it needs time.

Can we can go back to the questions about the challenges, problems and difficulties you faced
while work there. Could you please tell me about the starting point of the work and the moment
you were transferring and bringing some stuff from Poland? Were there any issues
at the airport or with the local people? When the problem started, did any real attacks happen?
Were there any problems connected with the weather and to the features of the area? Was it
tough time for the members of the mission? Were there any illness?

You know, always there is some illness among the mission. We had some accident, even during the
mission, when the car was broken. Sometimes there are some problems, some illness, especially
among young people, who are on the mission for the first time. But there were no serious problems.
No, relation with the local people was very good, when was possible. So, at first in Hajar al Bayda it
was very good. And then, when we moved, it was impossible, there was no relation after that. Then
we moved to Shemkhiya, it was even better. So we invited them to us. We were invited for the party
by school, which was our neighbor, because we were living in the building, which was rented from
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the school. So we had very good relation with the school, with teachers. There was an English teacher
who came to us. So we had contact with school, they invited us for feast, we visited them during
the lecture, lessons. So it was very, very good.

What about the workers? Was there a problem to find the workers there?

You know there was no problem, generally. There was one specific problem. You know, we had
the one seasons, last season 2010, in Hajar al Bayda, it was impossible. Because in 2006 we started
to excavate the huge tumuli, royal tumuli. It was not finished and we wanted to finish it because it's
stupid to leave it partly excavated. And we came there with Pawet Polkowski and Ali Al-Mirghani.
And its thanks to Ali Al-Mirghani, his mediation with the local people, so they agreed that we can
finish this excavations. And what was very funny, | can say that now, there was nobody else. We
only. So they said, OK, we can work. But every day we should take other workers, because everybody
wanted to help.

So there were a lot of workers there.

There's a lot of people without work there. Generally, we had to train workers. After few days they
know how to do. And here every day we needed to change to new workers, got it?

Was it a challenge?

It was a challenge. Also we had also a problem there, because at the end, when we almost reached
the great Chamber during the night, even though there was a guard here, somebody entered the grave
and destroyed part of the grave. It was one of the situations that somebody was looking for treasures,

probably.

Did he want to steal something or to find something?

Yes. Fortunately for us, there were two chambers. They opened the chamber where were only pots,
so they destroyed the pots. The other chamber, when we had a lot of bronze vessels, have been already
erupted in the ancient times. But still we found remains of some vessels. One is now in National
Museum in Warsaw, second is in our museum and | think four or five other are in Khartoum.
So there’s still treasure inside.

So, there were some attacks.

Yes, during the night. The guards said that they only slept one hour and probably during this time
somebody came and destroyed it. [laugh] Ali Al-Mirghani can tell you more about these situations,
because he was in discussions with the guards. Because they were asking for money, they guard all
the night except one hour. So they didn’t want money for this one hour. But Ali said: “No, no money!”
You know, we were afraid. Even I would have paid them, but Ali said: “No money for them! They
didn’t take care, no money!” and...

332



Was there a conflict?

At the end there was a conflict. We finished, we took the objects and then we went back.
But the situation, you know, there was this political problem in Sudan, but it was not conflict between
us in general. They weren’t against us, they were against the government and they didn’t want

anybody there.
How was the relation with you later?

People were very good with us, relations were good. They were generally against government. That’s
why they didn’t want us — because we were sent by the government.

What about the other things? | heard from other missions, that there was some problems when
they brought some equipment from Europe to Sudan. How was it in your case?

Fortunately, we had no problem. It was quite easy. We took all equipment, medicine, everything.
So it wasn’t a problem.

What about the inspector who was there with the mission. Was he the right person for this job?

Yes, | think so. The all of them are right people. We had no problem, they helped us a lot in different
situation, especially contacts with local people and police. So I couldn’t say any bad things about
them.

I would like to talk about the security there, about the government. Did you face any kind
of situation, when someone stopped you and talked to you and gave you some orders? Any kind
of such event occurred?

No, we had no problem with the security here. At the beginning we went to Abu Hamad to register
and then we didn't see any security around. We felt safe. Even in this dangerous situations, because |
had some... You know, they really didn’t want to do anything wrong against our sites.

Moving to the challenges connected to the weather and to the asphalt roads,
because at that time there weren’t any. I assume you were travelling through the desert without
asphalt road. Was there a problem with your car, with oil?

At the first season, for the reconnaissance, we rented the car from Khartoum, so we had the car from
Khartoum for these ten days, which was the reconnaissance. For the next season we had our own car,
Bogdan’s car, because Bogdan came with his car. So it wasn’t a problem. We rented another car just
for transportation from Khartoum to Hajar al Baida or Shemkhiya. Different situations happened in
different times. Generally, we rented a car just to bring us from Khartoum or to the site. And then the
car came back and we rented the local car. For example, in 2009 we had a huge mission. It was about
12 people. So we rented a bus, minibus, “Hafla” from Khartoum to Abu Hamad. Then we rented
a lorry, because “Hafla” couldn’t travel through this desert. Then we rented the lorry, with the lorry
we went to Shemkhiya and then we rented a local car. Some sites were really close to our house,
but some weren’t, so the car took people and they spend day in different places and then the end
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of the day it collected people back. Generally, we had very smart drivers. There was an especially
smart guy. He was an old man who, when we were in the desert, he used to prepare tea or something
for us. And even when something happened, some people had some problems, they police came
to them in Abu Hamad. I don’t know why they went and what happened exactly. Okay, Our driver
with another, we had also other drivers, who probably didn’t have a drive licence or something, he
couldn’t enter Abu Hamad. He just stopped the car outside and entered, he had some problems there
and the other old man, solved this problem.

Well, because there’s a kind of cultural respect for the old people.

Yeah. We had also a possibility to experience something similar to what we have here in Europe.
When in afternoon we needed some vegetables, our cook made a call and during the night a lorry
came and they put what we need in front of our house. Like delivery.

Yes, we have something like that. You just need to inform them and then they will bring what
you want. Let us go further, let us talk about that mission, the member of the mission. Most
of the members or participant, they were archaeologists, right? Or there was other kind
of scientists there, like geologists?

Most of them were archaeologists and students of archaeology. But we have also paleobotanist, we
had archaeozoologist. We had the anthropologists, physical anthropologists. Different specializations
for what was necessary.

We can go now to the methods applied to salvage the archaeological material found there. First
of all, can you tell me about the periods? Were most of them prehistory and another were
Christian? Can you tell me more about the areas where you worked, what kind of periods were
found there?

We have all periods. | can give you a paper, because | prepared paper about what we found there. It
should be presented in conference in Khartoum. No, it should be prepared for publication, which
never appeared. [laugh] So | have description of what we discovered there. We have very few
Paleolithic sites, more Neolithic, but very destroyed. Just pot sherds, some fillings on the surface.
And then was a lot of small tumuli of Kerma sites, along the Nile. In every village was groups of 1
to 3 tumuli, up to more than 100 tumuli. So a lot of cemeteries of the Kerma sites. We had some
Napatan also, but you know, sometimes it’s difficult to say what we have, because most of the sites
were not excavated. We just know about the superstructure. So we thought, because this one was
Kerma, supposedly the other was also Kerma. Maybe not. But it is difficult to say, because it’s not
excavated. And then there were huge cemeteries of post-Meroitic, there’s a lot of cemeteries. I don’t
know how many, 50 cemeteries. Sometimes few graves, sometimes is many dozens and hundreds
of graves. And the Christian cemeteries. And we had 3 fortresses on another concession. We made
some test excavation. One was, generally, two of them were on this part, because, you know,
our concession was divided in two parts really. One belonged to Bogdan and the second belonged
to me. This was at the beginning, when it was possible. | was working in the Manasir society, Bogdan
was in Napata. And then we moved together to Shemkhiya. Because Bogdan is specialists
of the Christian times, so he made some test excavations in this Christian fortresses. There were also
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some Christian cemeteries in this area of Rubatab and we excavated there, just tested, to be sure what
it is. Because there were like 100 graves and we excavated just one or two, just to be sure that this is
Christian time, and so on. We had another story, Piotr Osypinski can tell you. When we were digging
in Sadda, there was a huge post-Meroitic cemetery. But close to it, there was also Islamic cemetery.
And there was some nervous situations at the beginning, because they said that a group of this post-
Meroitic cemeteries were very ancient Islamic cemetery. That they were some people connected with
prophet that came here. But they allowed us to do some work and then finally it was not Islamic
cemetery. So we could continue, but there was a long discussion about this time, what kind
of cemetery it was.

Was it the discussion with the local people?

With the local people. They said that probably there is this idea that maybe this is... Because not far
from there, also from Islamic cemetery. But for us that looked like other post-Meroitic cemeteries,
S0 we were sure that it’s not Islamic.

Can we go back to the first question? When you start to work, there wasn’t enough information
about the area, right?

There was no information. We didn’t know nothing about this. Even these fortresses, which we
discovered, they were not mentioned in ancient documents. Travellers should see some of this
fortress, at least one, because it is on the hill. The other are just hidden, one was completely destroyed
by the villagers and the second is between the palms. But still, nobody mentioned this. It was fortress
built in Christian time, but used during the Turkish period, because we found some elements.

Yes, Sudan is still virgin there and there are a lot of sites.
And we found a lot of rock art. We didn’t expect that there’s so many rock art sites.

How did you apply the methods? How did you start to work? Can we say that you started with
choosing certain things to make analysis? How you were choosing the graves and the area
to make excavations for them?

You know, for the beginning we chose Hajar al Bayda, because there was a monumental tumuli,
which we finally finished after years and a lot of others. So we saw that this was a kind of center
for this area. And during the survey, we wanted to check different kinds of graves, to check if there
are Meroitic, post-Meroitic. Still there are some very nice tumuli preserved. You can observe them
from the satellite, because we looked at the satellite map, and we had some old photographs made
from plane at the beginning. So you can see them and we didn’t check them. For now we are not sure
if they are post-meroitic. Not far from there are also Napatan graves, so we don’t know exactly.
So there are some places, which we don’t know their chronology. Those are huge cemetery and it
was a problem. It was easy to excavate more tumuli of Kerma, because they are generally small. We
need two or five workers to excavate. When you excavate this huge tumuli, which it has 6 m height
and 33 m in diameter, you meet a lot of problems. And there was a problem because one member
of the mission was working on this huge tumuli. And he wanted to take some machine to remove
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sand. Not to excavate, but to remove sand, because there is, you know, this huge hill. And especially
that this machine was not from this village, but from the other village, people were afraid and
the driver must have escaped. It was impossible to work there. And digging such huge tumuli, even
with seven workers, it needs a lot of time, so the two season was enough just to remove sand from
the top. So I’d need to come for several seasons. We didn’t excavate the whole tumuli, because there
was no chance. We just chose where could be a chamber. So we knew that we were very close
to the chamber. And finally after two days we found the chamber and it needed some more days
excavate. Just it was a problem to introduce people from other villages, especially with machines.

So you made your choice by looking for the easiest tumulus, or?

You know, not the easiest, but ones that there was a chance to finish the work.

Because the big challenge was the time?

Yes. Because we can excavate... You know, most of the tumuli have been robbed in the ancient
times. Just very few were intact. I don’t know, most of them were robbed. There were still pottery

vessels, beets and arrowheads preserved. So we knew the chronology. Some textiles... But probably
some metal was taken from people because people searching... The same in everywhere.

What about the storage? When you collect this material, where could you go to save this
material? We can come back to the plan of work in this site. There should be a paragraph
referring to storing of the archaeological materials which you will find in the excavation. Could
you tell me more about storage?

After season, we transported at least almost all material to Karima. We took some cars and we
transported to Karima. There were some broken pots and so on that we stored in the rented house.
You know, we blocked the doors and paid money to take care of it. But most of the material was sent
to... after the first season to Karima zone and later was sent to the store rooms in Banganarti. Maybe
you have been there. So part was in Karima, before we made partition, part of our object are
in Karima, and part in Banganarti. And then we send everything outside the village. There was
nothing there in the village.

So there was a problem with the storage? Was there a conservator cares about this materials
or how was the process?

You know, when it was possible we made some conservation in the field. We restored the vessels.
And then in the store room in Banganarti.

Was there a conservator among the mission members?
It was not real conservator. But you know, most of the archaeologist are trained how to restore, at least

vessels. Some part of the objects that were metal objects had been sent to Khartoum. | forgot, some
of the objects had been sent to Khartoum. And some of them had been sent then to Poland
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for conservation. Some of them are still in our museum. Some objects are in the museum and some
still under the conservation.

Can we go to the questions about the real problems?

According to what you said, do you think that the methods of storing and keeping
archaeological materials found in the excavation were good enough to keep these materials for
further research and further display in museums? Was this problem included in the plan? |
remember, as I’m working in NCAM, it was a big challenge for us to store archaeological
materials. What is your view about that?

You know, | think this could be a problem, because after the first season the stores in Karima, I think
they were full of objects from the Fourth Cataracts. Our objects and other missions objects probably
as well. It’s the only thing that there was a big store house in Banganarti and this is how we solved
this problem. I don’t know what would happen if we had no possibility to store those objects
in Banganarti. Because to send them to Khartoum was impossible, because there were too many
objects. But we were afraid to leave it on the site, because there was, you know... Maybe in Rubatab,
but we never left anything in Hajar al Bayda. Because the situation was that we were afraid.
In Rubatab it was different, so we left our equipment there. Because in Rubatab we rented our house
from school, not from people. So situation was quite different. So we closed all the doors, everything,
and school was nearby and somebody took care. So at least we left something if | remember well.

So we can we can say so that the first problems you faced, or real problem, was conflict with
the local community. And the second problem was the storing of archaeological materials. Is it
correct?

You know, the conflict was not from the beginning. It happened later and just in the part of our
concession.

Clear. But storing materials was a problem?

It could be a problem, but it wasn’t a problem. The problem was that we needed to organize transport.
Because you need to take two or three cars, to rent them. First we needed to transport everything
to other side of the Nile, because it’s easier to go and then...

Can we think about it from the perspective of archaeological management? I’m talking
as a conservator, because | think there was kind of some argument between archaeologists
and conservators in regards to the objects. Archaeologists discover and bring them, but later
there is a huge process of protection and conservation to keep these archaeological materials
in good condition. As an archaeologist, can you say that this storage was good enough to save
these materials, to study these materials and to keep these materials?

No, there were not enough space for study and to work. It was just to temporary store for one or two
years. After that it could be a problem. Even we had some problems, because we put just everything
one to one. However, there was a possibility we had photographs, because some insects destroyed
some labels and so on. So sometimes what we need to do, what’s important is to make photography

337



of objects, because those dangers of insects, it happens everywhere. So the “arda” [termit] had eaten
some labels, some organic materials and so on. You know, we didn’t know when it happened, we just
discovered that it was already eaten. Just when we discovered we made photo of objects. So even
those label was eaten. Even if we put numbers of each object, but sometimes the pot was broken and
not on each piece there was a number. So | think 99% of the objects which we discovered, we know
when we discovered them. So this is not the problem. All-important object we know, when they were
discovered and we can make scientific publications.

Yes, in the history of NCAM, the most difficult and real problem, that we face even now, is
the storage room.

This problem is everywhere. In our museum we have this problem too, when we received our part,
where to put them. There’s not enough space, especially when we restore some objects. So there was
the box of pot shells and now we have huge pot, as you see. Still, there are some objects in our
the storage rooms, not in museum. I would like to bring them because there’s a place now to display
everything. It is much better now, so we can put all the objects in the right position and to finish
the conservations, because some of them need still work. How many years is it? Five years since they
were brought here. Because we need space to force the conservation.

Maybe in Sudan it is a bit different, because we have a big land and the climate is different
and the system of conservation is different. What is more, there are still free places, so we can
build good storage room for the archaeological materials and prepare good conditions for them.
For example, here, or in Europe, most of the museums building were built in 19t or 17t
centuries even. So there is no free space to build additional storage. As you know in Sudan, still
we have free space in some areas, even in archaeological sites, for different museums or local
museums. So still we have area, but we don’t have the decisions to spend money and to build
the good storages.

And here is the same situation. There is no money, so each museum has a problem to store the objects.
We moved some objects to the fortress, which is near Poznan. Now the situation is much better,
but that is the problem everywhere. Now, when | go to Sudan for any rescue excavation and people
tell me I can take part of their objects to Poland I say: “No, I don't want it! I have no place to store
it”. [laugh] There are also a lot of problems to make conservation and to restore it.

How were the relation with another missions? Was there any exchange, was is good
cooperation?

You know, we had that problem that we had no any neighbour missions. Because, you know,
Hungarians escaped. On the opposite side should have worked Italians, but they didn’t came at all.
There were Americans, we met them two or three times, just travelling because they worked, 1 think,
in different time of the year. | think they worked earlier, | think in September, November maybe,
because we met them at the beginning, when we were travelling to our concession, they were still
there. Then after that we had no contact with Derek Welsby’s mission. We were just sometimes
travelling from our mission to Karima. So we visited the other missions just to say hello. We visited
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mission directed by Pawet Wolf to say hello. Just to stay overnight to enjoy. Sometimes we visited
the Gdansk mission. But you know, real contacts during the work.

What about the exchange of information? Because as | know, during The Nubian campaign,
when it started in 1960s, there was kind of cooperation and exchange of the materials, ideas and
great discussions about the classifications of the area, things like that. Was there something
similar during the Fourth Cataract Project?

It wasn’t in the field, but it was after. But generally yes, because as you know, every year we had
a conference just about the Fourth Cataract, which was once in Gdansk, and in Germany twice. Every
year we met and we discussed this, so there was discussion about classification. There was big
discussion and it was necessary because many of us didn’t know nothing about this area.

Was the atmosphere good?

It was good. I think this cooperation was good. If I needed to ask somebody: “What do you think
about this material?” Because I didn’t know what it is. At the beginning I had the problem
with Kerma, what it is, because we didn’t know: Is it Kerma or not Kerma? So there was huge
consultation with people. What do you think about this? Late Meroitic, post-Meroitic? It was
necessary because we are not specialists of each periods. I can say what’s Neolithic or not, but I don’t
know what... Now I can recognize because I participated in meetings, in these discussions, so [ know
much more. Even now we need some expertise from outside, because there are some objects we don’t
know how to classify them, so cooperation is still existing.

Can we say then that the Fourth Cataract Project was a step to make progress in better
understanding of the Sudanese archaeology and Nubian archaeology in Sudan?

Yes, but for us it was necessary not to excavate only what we are interested in. For example, like
others, | excavated only Neolithic for many years, nothing else. Now it was necessary to excavate,
to touch material from each period to know the history. We couldn’t concentrate only on certain

period, like we are interesting only in Kerma and we don’t care about the other sites. As I told you,
from each period we excavated some sites. Just one tumuli, three tumuli, five, not so many and we
moved to another site, but still most of the sites have been now excavated all. Just on the general
form of the superstructure we said that it is Neolithic, post-Meroitic.

Could you tell me now about the positive and negative aspects of this project?

A positive thing is that we finally know the history of this region. It’s a pity that most of the material
is not yet published. There are some reports. We also published some reports. But after the campaign,
we had no time to publish. Maybe except Derek Welsby, he published, I think, more. But the other
missions had no time, because people were doing another job, and this problem everywhere, of all
archaeologists. But I think soon, sooner or later, we will publish it. So | hope the next year we will
start to publish some volumes of our concessions. This is, I consider this the negative aspect. There’s
a lot of material not yet published, it's negative. It is five years after we finished, 5-6 years after we
finished.
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Is there a lot of material still under studying?

There’s a lot of materials. And there is not enough specialists for these materials. Because when we
start excavation... Now, we can say that Piotr Osypinski is specialist of post-Meroitic. Because he
excavated some excavation, but he is not discussing post-Meroitic because he’s interested
in Paleolithic, but he has some experience. He know how to properly excavate. But now he needs
to teach, to learn more about it, if he would like to publish by himself, he needs to learn how
to classify: the vessel — is it early Meroitic, late Meroitic, post-Meroitic? Now he knows more than
at the beginning. At the beginning he knew nothing about it. The same happened in the First
campaign. People came here, they didn’t know nothing about the prehistory of Sudan. Nowadays, we
have more specialists. Well, because after this campaign there are more people who know, who can
recognize: Kerma, post-Meroitic, Meroitic. There were very few in Poland, because we were
concentrated in the Christian and prehistory. In Poland there were no specialist of other periods. Now
you can say, even if they are not specialists, they know how to recognize material, how to excavate
tumuli. We had no practice to excavate any tumuli in Sudan, because they were working only
on Christian time. Now we have many people who know how to do this.

In the soon future maybe more people can study archaeology of Sudan...?

Yes, it will be, for example: next campaign and the same people will be still working here, they will
know how to do it much better than 10 years ago when we’d started.

Do you think that this kind of development in Sudan, like building dams projects— especially
that Sudan is facing now the issue of building another dams in Kajbar, Setit and Atbara, is
an opportunity for archaeologists to learn more about the archaeology of Sudan? Or is it just
putting them in the real challenge of salvaging and rescuing the archaeological material? Is it
just destroying the heritage?

You know, what can | say? Most of the heritage was destroyed, because there is no chance to save
everything. What was the pity in Sudan was that there was no international money like in the first
dam, with UNESCO. So we need to collect some not rich country, but money. This was a pity, if we
had more money as the patronage of the UNESCO, it would have been much easier. The pity is that
there wasn’t something like that. Some governments didn’t give money, because we hadn’t have
generally any governmental money. To excavate on the Fourth cataract, we closed Kadero
for example, and this money instead for Kadero, we spend for the Fourth Cataract. You know,
the dams are political problem. I can’t say it is good to build dam or not. There's something good,
something bad. Destroyed heritage, destroyed local society. Now there's the same discussion is
everywhere. Maybe it’s the wrong directions. Now they are starting to build solar electricity.
So in Sudan it is much easier than in Europe. But we start, so maybe that's another way. You know,
for archaeologists. For archaeologists it is sometimes good, because we have at least some money
to do some work. If there was no dam, nobody would have come for the next 50 years to excavate
on the Fourth cataract. Maybe near Karima yes, but here near Abu Hamad no. So our knowledge for
next 100 year will be the same problem. Maybe somebody will dig one site, probably not because
there’s very bad accommodations, no electricity, now with electricity is easier to do it. But I don’t
know if it is good to build the dams, because there’s many things against it.
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There are two sides of this problem. It is good and bad at the same time.

You know, if there would be enough good money for archaeologists to organize projects without
dams, it would be much better. There’s the national project to make research on the Fourth Cataract.
No dams, but we want to know. But who will give the money for such projects?

Do you think there was enough time to salvage the archaeological material?

I think there was not enough. There was not enough. Just, at least, I feel, that we didn’t finish our
work.

What about the plan? Do you think that the plan and the management of this appeal was good
enough to salvage the archaeological material?

I think that everything, what was possible at that time, was done. This can be related to this political
problem of Sudan, that not many people wanted to give money for archaeology in Sudan because
of political reason. There are some countries that put embargo to export to Sudan, to import
from Sudan. From the United States, they had some restrictions connected with this, it was also
between Sudan and other countries the same, so it’s not so easy. There's no restriction between Poland
and Sudan, but there is no big money, so there's no investment from some countries, especially
UNESCO. Such huge organization is not involved in such important projects. It is a pity.

Do you think that NCAM had learn from the First Campaign? Referring to the Antiquities
Ordinance 1952, improved Ordinance of 1999 and also referring to the appeal, there was
an incentive for the participants who will answer to the appeal to help Sudan Antiquities
Service, namely for their help they will get percentage of rescued archaeological materials. Do
you think that was enough to encourage archaeological exhibitions to participate
in the project?

You know, that was good that it was there. Because if you have a look at what kind of mission
participate in this in this project, they were missions which are working for many years, mostly
in Sudan. So for us objects are not the most important thing. If there are some missions, I don’t know,
which came just for the first time and never excavated in Sudan, they came to Sudan to take some
objects.

I mean, |1 would like to know your opinion. Because now you are working in the museums,
and we are in Europe and there are many people who want to know about the archaeology
of Sudan. Do you think including this aspect could help another people to understand what is
going on in Sudan?

It should help. For example our galleries are now richer, are much better than before. We have many

objects which are exhibited in the permanent exhibition and we have objects we can show in different
cities in Poland. Also, not only here. So that’s good. But, you know, we excavated because we felt
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that we should have excavated. If there will be enough more campaigns, maybe other missions will
come, which are interested to build their own collections.

For example, now many people in Poland know about, as they called it at that time, fresco
Faras. In Muzeum Narodowe w Warszawie. So most of the people, who are interested in history
and archaeology, they are very excited about this mural painting. It helped a lot to...

Because we know what we are talking about. What is it, Sudan? We are must explain. They don’t
know nothing about archaeology in Sudan. And we must explain that, especially in the northern
Nubia, it’s the same archaeology like in Egypt. There’s no special difference and we have the same
temples, we have pyramids, more pyramids than in Egypt, smaller but, but at least pyramid, but more
interesting because there is something.

What has happened now? I had an interview with dr Paner, in Gdansk. When they opened
the Sudanese sections in archaeological museums in Gdansk, a lot of people started to think
about the Sudanese archaeology. The reason for that was this appeal and this material displayed
in this gallery.

But he was interested to go to Sudan before appeal.
Of course, yes, of course.

He came earlier. He had no his own place, he really didn’t have cadres but he tried. He wanted
to excavate because Lech Krzyzaniak told him it is a beautiful country, Sudan, and he wanted to go
there.

This also has happened, for example, in British museums and they also opened the Sudanese
sections in the Egyptian Museum in Berlin. They opened there the Sudanese section which
wasn’t there before. So maybe it was the reason that helped archaeologist, researchers
or scientists in the field of Sudanese Nubian to transfer the information to another visitor
or interested researchers in this field. Do you think mentioning this incentive in the appeal
helped?

It’s true. For sure it helped. For sure it helped. Anyway, we didn’t receive the most important objects,
I must say, because the most important object have stayed in Sudan. But some of them are still
interesting. There’s nothing comparable in Europe, so still they are important, maybe not
the highlights, as the best pieces should be in Sudan. But | think it is generally good policy to send
objects outside for exhibitions to show culture of the land. I can say it’s a pity because I worked
in Egypt and I couldn’t take even pot sherds from Egypt. An object like that could be, for our museum,
which has no Egyptian objects, would be something. And now they are covered again in the sand and
put in the storage because nobody take care because there are millions of this pots and they will never
be showed in an exhibition in Egypt. It’s better to send it somewhere, of course not the important
object. But this is politics. From Poland also you can’t take any objects.

342



What about the ordinance? So what do you think about it? Is it good enough?
You know, I don’t remember now exactly. I need to read it again.

We are talking about the concessions, about how to protect archaeological materials. Some
archaeologists say that the ordinance wasn’t strong enough to protect the archaeological
material. We’re talking about it, because, as you said, since the ancient times there were
criminals, things had been stolen, and nowadays people are also looking for the treasures
and gold in this area. I would like to connect it with articles in this Ordinance.

This law should be maybe stronger, but this problem is everywhere. How to protect, to put the guard
of every side, especially in the desert, but it is impossible. Even in Poland, it is very restricted. Even
theoretically you can go to the prison. It’s not true, because many people are going with this detectors
by themselves. The same happens in Poland. The law is one thing. | think, Education is the most
important . It is the most important to educate young people in school, not to destroy this. That there’s
nothing that have value in the market. Generally, you have to destroy a lot to find something. Even
if you find a small piece of gold, so its value is less than destroying the grave for this piece of gold.

Do you think that as archaeologist we need to prepare more articles, help new generations
at the schools to understand the importance of the heritage and to protect it?

New generation, yes. Education, education to protect the objects. To explain what they are, what are
the objects, to teach about this. That this heritage and it cannot be destroyed.

We are close to finish the interview, so could you share your view on archaeological materials
and archaeological management in Sudan? How to protect the archaeological material on sites
in Sudan? Any advice after such long period of working in Sudan?

Without the education of people in the in the country, you can’t do nothing. It is not enough to put
a pole with the plate with information that it is forbidden to do anything, because nobody takes care
of it. Even if you put some fences around. People must be educated so they don’t destroy antiquities.
I think this is the only chance. It is difficult everywhere. You have system of khafer [watchman]. I
know, | met some of them, khafer [watchman]. They have no chance to do, because they are poor
people, they have even no car to go, to check what happened inside this, and impossible to give to,
to buy them some possible.

What do you think about the future of archaeology in Sudan. Is it threatened by development
projects? Is the matter in danger or is there a bright future for the archaeology of Sudan?

I think that there’s a big future, because we know still very little. You know, in Europe, excavations
started 100 years ago | can see, maybe more than 100 years and we can excavate everything.
How many missions are in Sudan 20-30? And how is big the country? In Poland there’s a lot
of missions. So we know almost nothing. We now know about the Fourth Cataract, we know some
parts around Khartoum. But there are some areas that nobody visited them. As archaeologists we
need... Like we made it in Poland, it was made also in Sudan. They are archaeological maps of Sudan.
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It was started and it’s continued, to know where are the sites. Now we have map of the all sides of the
Fourth Cataract with the coordinates you can check and travel from site to site. Yes, because even
from our mission you can find all sites, they are publicly published as coordinates. It’s not this real
description, but this is to my cemetery andsoyou can go and check. There’s a chance
to for protection. Because we know where are the sites. Because 20 years ago it was impossible
to find the sites. | know because there was no GPS. There were no good maps. And somebody must
have showed you where is this site. You couldn't find it without any... But some people knew about
the monuments, because some of the monuments have been shown by the local people. For example
the big fortress, the first one. They were sure, they said. We didn’t believe, when they told us about
the fortress. |1 was talking and some people said there has to be a mistake, that there's nothing.
But there is a fortress. It was mentioned nowhere before.

I learned that some missions they use high technology to record and to discover
the archaeological sites and materials. Do you think that it was helpful?

It was helpful. We use it in Egypt, but it needs... It is more expensive. And there could be a problem
with the customs to bring this equipment, to take off and so on. It is helpful.

Yes, because we are fighting with the time, always the time factors...
Yes, it helped. It helped. It helped us, for example, to find the cemetery. We didn’t know where is

the cemetery. | made the research, geophysical research, and now we just know. And the same
situation when something is covered by sand in the in the desert. Bogdan...

Aerial photography?

Aerial photography is very helpful in Sudan.

Especially now with drones...

Yes, now it’s easier. I don’t know if it’s possible to bring it to Sudan.
I heard that it’s possible, but you need permission.

We have a plan, if we go in next time to bring this.

Yes, | remember Bogdan who was a kind of inventor, he created his own kite drone. And you
know, it was great. Great job.

New technologies, very strong so.
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We will go to the last questions, dr Marek, I am really glad. I’m happy for this meetings. It was
really useful, a lot of information. | would like to ask you for your last word about the campaign
on the dam project. What do you think about the campaign after all this time. Five years ago
you finished work there. What is your view on this subject now?

I think it was very important and it changed our mind about the archaeology of these regions. We can
say there are no poor regions. All regions could be quite rich, especially on the Nile. We'll know
about it much better, when everything will be published. So I think we need to wait five years to say
about success of this research. Because success is not only to excavate, to put material in the
storerooms. We need to publish it because when it is not published it is not existing, so nobody knows,
that we excavated such nice places. So important for the history. Nobody. You should publish
to show. The museums should organize exhibitions of what was found in the on the Fourth Cataract.
We will be we are talking about vacation. Sometimes it’s good to show it to local people
and sometimes not. Because it’s important to educate, but we found gold bits, so people will start
to plan that. So you must know what to show, how to present this exhibition. They say is important,
but not important because the objects. Important because of the history of this region. Object without
context is nothing. Just to put on the shelf. Yeah, nice vessel. I don’t know nothing about it, this is
not important.

Are you satisfied with your work in Sudan for this more than 20 years?

Yes, yes. [ would like to... For sure next year I will go to Sudan because we have money for just one
project. And at least maybe soon | will be in Sudan. | prefer excavating in Sudan than in Egypt.

Why?
Because of people. Because of people. Because I camped in Egypt. It’s also very interesting. I couldn't

say nothing against it. But | would like to go to Sudan because what we excavated is very exciting.
But people are much politer. Nicer.

I’m glad to hear that and I’m happy to hear that. And I wish you more success in Sudan.

| feel much more free in Sudan. | can travel without police behind me all the time. There are some
problems, some guides... [laugh]

You are welcome. You are at your home, of course, in Sudan. And we are really glad
to cooperate with Polish missions.

And also there is no such huge bureaucracy in Sudan like in Eqypt.

There is... It’s very important because especially...

This is important. What is important that going to Sudan | needed a specialist, | called to the cadres
that | need anthropologists because | found the grave. So | sent the letter to Poland. Anthropologist
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came. In Egypt, | need to inform half a year in advance, about the members of the missions. I don’t
know after half a year who will come, who will not come.

Because | need to send all these people for the security. This is the problem. | have huge mission.
Because some people plan to go. But finally, after you know, half a year, they couldn’t because
they’ve a broken leg. I couldn’t take another one because he’s not on the list. In Sudan, I can take
another specialist if he couldn’t come. And this much, | know everybody in Sudan. To meet
the general director of Egyptian Antiquities is impossible for me.

I never met these bosses of the office because there are so many people. In the inspectorate
in Mansoura there are working 150 inspectors.

150 inspectors?

Yes, and they are doing nothing. Because there’s no job for them. But they’re working. Just going
to the office. So many people. Of course | know the director of the Inspectorate, then older people,
which I spent many years with. But Sudan is normal. They’re coming. I'm going the general director,
to the director of the museum. | know everybody. | figure | am home. In Egypt now | know the only
director who’s responsible for foreign missions. There’s only one person which will contact with me.
I am glad to hear that. And finally, well, last but not least. Just last word from you. So what do
you think about such study in the term of archaeological management in Sudan? Do you think.
Archaeology in Sudan needs such study and research in the field of archaeological
management?

Yes, of course. Everywhere.

I mean we are more in need in Sudan. Because there’s not a lot of such studies that were
conducted in the field of Archaeology in Sudan, especially for the archaeological management.

Yeah. There are so, so few. And it is such a big country.

So we need a lot of work.

A lot of work. You need more of your own specialist.

Yes, that’s right.

Now you have more than some years ago, but it]s huge country.

Thank you very much for this meeting. Dzi¢kuj¢ bardzo.
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INTERVIEW 7.

Date: 14 July 2017

Interviewee: Mahmoud Al Tayeb, Director of Polish Centre for Mediterranean Archaeology,
Khartoum Branch. He participated in fieldwork of Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage Project.

Transcript
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INTERVIEW 8.

Date: 3% September 2015

Interviewee: Haidar Hamid Mukhtar, the former Director of NCAM’s Department of Conservation,
retired professional restorer in archaeology, employee of NCAM in year 1972-2008; he is still
participating in the restoration work at Jebel Barkal Project in Sudan (the site registered on the World
Heritage List).

Transcript
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INTERVIEW 9.

Date: 13 September 2015

Interviewee: Bushra Mohamed Ismail, former Director of NCAM’s Department of Conservation
Department and former Director of the Department of Antiquities in Khartoum State. Visual artist,
graduated from the College of Fine and Applied Arts in sculpture.

Transcript
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INTERVIEW 10.

Date: 5% October 2015

Interviewee: Alhassan Mohamed, former Director of NCAM’s Department of Archacological
Survey, field director of NCAM’s team who participated in MDASP.

Transcript
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INTERVIEW 11.

Date: 5" October 2015

Interviewee: Altahir Adam Al-Nor, field director of NCAM’s team who participated in MDASP,
Deputy Director of NCAM’s Department of Archaeological Survey.

Transcript
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INTERVIEW 12.

Date: 4° September 2015
Interviewee: Habab Idris, member of the staff of NCAM who participated in MDASP, Senior
Antiquities Inspector of NCAM.

Transcript
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INTERVIEW 13.

Date: 1% October 2015

Interviewee: Wad Alshikh (Sheikh Mohamed Wad Ziada), one of the former employees of the Sudan
Antiquities Service and later the National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums who worked
in transporting and reconstructing Sudanese monuments in Khartoum during the Nubian campaign.
He was also a member of the national team participating in the Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage
Project.
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INTERVIEW 14.

Date: 4% October 2015

Interviewee: Ahmed Mohamed Salih, a Nubian local inhabitant from Nubian Campaign region
who refused the evacuation to the new resettlement. He described how Nubian people felt
about the removal of their heritage, such as the temples, churches, mosques and archaeological
materials as a result of construction of the High Dam.
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