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Summary

THE DISJUNCTION BETWEEN BREAD’S SUBSTANCE AND REALITY  

AS THE KEY TO THE INTERPRETATION OF THE EUCHARIST.  

RENÉ DESCARTES’ STANCE ON THE EUCHARISTIC MYSTERY

The changes taking place in modern philosophy have also had their impact on theology. New 
attempts at describing and explaining the world constituted an encouragement towards taking up 

a particular way, the theology of the Eucharist rendering it a great mystery. Descartes, who intended to 
create his own philosophical summa endeavours to explicate the Eucharist by means of his methods and 
philosophical assumptions. In many instances, the Eucharistic doctrine recurs in the French thinker’s 
writings only to culminate in the letter to Father Mesland of February 1645. This article deals with 
and analyses the aforementioned letter with the evaluation of its contribution to the understanding of 
the greatest mystery of faith – the sacramental presence of Christ the Lord. 


