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Editor's ForewordThe Trz
inie
 Culture, Trz
inie
 Cultural Cir
le and Trz
inie
 Horizon are thenames of a 
ultural area in the borderland of Western and Eastern Europe atthe 2nd millenium BC. For over half a 
entury a dis
ussion has been going onover the taxonomi
 identi�
ation (
hronologi
al and spatial) and geneti
 and ethni
interpretation of this 
ultural unit.In the debate, the 1980's and 1990's mark a signi�
ant 
ognitive turn 
ausedby the growth of the 
orpus of sour
es, the use of systemati
 methods for the studyof mobile sour
es and the proliferation of regional 14C datings.The present volume of "Balti
-Ponti
 Studies" is an attempt to register thisbreakthrough and a proposal for a new �tting of the Trz
inie
 phenomenon intothe synthesis of Early Bronze Age Europe. The re
ords in
lude rudiments of newregional systematizations, foundations of their 
hronologies based on radio
arbondatings and a dis
ussion of the me
hanisms of so
io-
ultural 
hanges whi
h gaverise to the Trz
inie
 
ultural area and later 
ontributed to its disintegration.A long-term intention of this volume giving a multifa
eted view of the e�e
tsof the said 
ognitive breakthrough is to en
ourage a 
areful s
rutiny of the deve-lopment me
hanisms of the European Early Bronze Age Civilization, in parti
ularthe role played in them by the so
ieties inhabiting the drainages of the Balti
 andPonti
 Seas.



Editorial 
omment1. All dates in the B-PS are 
alibrated [see: Radio
arbon vol.28, 1986, and thenext volumes℄. Deviations from this rule will be point out in notes.2. The names of the ar
haeologi
al 
ultures (espe
ially from the territory ofthe Ukraine) are standarized a

ording to the English literature on the subje
t [e.g.Mallory 1989℄. In the 
ase of a new term, the author's original name has beenretained.3. The pla
e names lo
ated in the Ukraine have been transliterat from theversions suggested by the author (i.e. from the Belorussian, Ukrainian, Polish orRussian originals).



Balti
-Ponti
 Studiesvol. 6: 1998, 32-47PL ISSN 1231-0344Halina TarasTHE BASES FOR THE TAXONOMY OF THE TRZCINIECCULTURE IN THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE AREABETWEEN THE VISTULA AND BUG RIVERSThe identi�
ation of the Trz
inie
 Culture means here de�ning the 
hara
ter ofthe di�erent o

upations and types of produ
tion observed between the Vistula andBug rivers, in the areas of eastern Maªopolska and western Volhynia Uplands andin Polesie Lubelskie within the period of at least 500 years (from the se
ond half ofthe Early Bronze till the end of the Middle Bronze period), i. e. these phenomenathat, in their beginnings, are di�erent from those asso
iated with the Strzy»ów andMierzanowi
e Cultures and, towards their end, with the Lusatian Culture (Fig. 1).Many types of produ
tion 
an provide no or little help in de�ning the identi-fying elements of the Trz
inie
 Culture. Metal artifa
ts are of no use, unless onewants to use them for 
hronologi
al identi�
ation or to des
ribe the 
onta
ts Trz
i-nie
 Culture 
ommunities had with other 
ultures. In the eastern zone of the 
ulture,bronze was never a basi
 material, therefore no spe
i�
 type of metallurgy had de-veloped here, though it might be assumed that some repair work and some attemptsat making bronze obje
ts were made.Flint work, the basi
 type of produ
tion, does not provide mu
h help, either.The main reason for it is the small number of 
int artifa
ts in inventories, parti
u-larly in 
ompa
t sets. While they do allow one to prove that they were produ
ed inthe Bronze Age, this does not enable one, however, to 
on
lude whi
h tool formsor kinds of tool forms 
an serve as identifying markers of the 
ulture. Some ten-den
ies, however, 
an be easily observed in the Trz
inie
 Culture, e.g. the largenumber of 
ake tools, s
aled pie
es, knife tools and 
on
ave tools with gradualretou
h, s
rapers and side s
rapers as well as bifa
ial tools [Taras 1997a℄. In thisperiod a new type of si
kle appeared, namely one in whi
h the broadest part wasjust over the base (Fig. 2:6, 6:9, 12) and the working edge, straight or 
on
ave,sometimes had denti
ulate retou
h (Fig. 6:12). The des
ribed tool form marks anevolutionary-
hronologi
al stage rather than an ar
haeologi
al 
ulture (the shapeof si
kle is also found in Late Bronze and Early Iron Age 
ultures) and 
an beobserved in the 
int work of the Trz
inie
 Culture, too.



33
F i g . 1. The territorial range of the problem in question.; a - the Trz
inie
 
omplex range, b - theterritorial range 
overed by this paper, 
 - lo
ation of more important sites. 1 - Trz
inie
, 2 - Gu
iów, 3- Tyszow
e, 4 - Hrubieszów-Podgórze, 5 - Teptiuków, 6 - Dube
zno, 7 - Podlodów.It is not possible as well to use the produ
tion based on organi
 materials (Fig.9:5, 6) as a marker here due to a very small number of su
h artifa
ts in the Trz
inie
Culture inventories as well as the universal 
hara
ter of tool 
on
epts.1. TAXONOMY BASES | THE MAIN CRITERIA OF THE IDENTIFICATIONSYSTEMThe main sour
e of our knowledge of the Trz
inie
 Culture in the area betweenthe Vistula and Bug rivers is its pottery 
hara
terised by the unique way of preparingthe material, the preferen
e for some types of vessels and the te
hniques of formingthem, as well as its quite sophisti
ated ornamentation. All these features underwentmany 
hanges throughout the Trz
inie
 Culture existen
e. The 
hanges depended
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F i g . 2 Dube
zno, site 1. Material of the early phase (early 
lassi
al).
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F i g . 3 Material of the 
lassi
al phase. 1 - Chodlik-Podlesie, site 3 (after M. Matyaszewski), 2-5 -Lublin-D¡browa (after E. Kªosi«ska and H. Taras).
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F i g . 4 Material of the 
lassi
al phase. 1-2 - Tyszow
e, site 25A, barrow No. 17 (after J. Ku±nierz), 3 -Gu
iów, site 6, barrow No. 13 (after E. Kªosi«ska), 4 - Putnowi
e- Kolonia, site 3 (after H. Taras), 5 -Dominikanówka, site 1 (after J. Ma
hnik).
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F i g . 5 Material of the 
lassi
al phase. 1, 2, 5 - Tyszow
e, site 25A, barrow No. 17 and 6 - barrow No.15, 4 - Tyszow
e, site 28, barrow No. 24 (after J. Ku±nierz), 3 - Gu
iów, site 6, barrow No. 6 and 7, 9 -barrow No. 13 (after E. Kªosi«ska), 8 - Gródek, site 1D (after A. Uzarowi
zowa).
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F i g . 6 Material of the late (late-
lassi
al) and terminal phases (8, 11, 13). 1-7 - Tyszow
e, site 25A,barrow No. 16 (after J. Ku±nierz), 8, 11 - Tyszow
e, site 25B, feature No. 16 (after J. Buszewi
z),9 - Tyszow
e, site 1, barrow No. 6 and 10 - barrow No. 5, 12 - Hrubieszów (after H. Taras), 13 -Hrubieszów-Podgórze, site 5, feature No. 110 (after J. Nied¹wied¹ and W. Panasiewi
z).
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F i g . 7 Material of the terminal phase. 1, 2, 5, 9, 11, 12 - Trz
inie
, site 1 (after A. Gardawski), 3, 4, 7,10 - Kazimierzów, site 3 (after W. Misiewi
z), 6 - Sz
zekarków (after A. Gardawski), 8, 13, 14 - Kosin,site 8 (after B. Chomentowska).
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F i g . 8 Material of the terminal phase. Hrubieszów-Podgórze, site 5, feature No. 62 (1), No. 7 (2), No.110 (3, 6), No. 63 (4) and No. 109 (5) (after W. Koman, J. Nied¹wied¹, W. Panasiewi
z).
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F i g . 9 Material of the terminal phase. 1 - Hrubieszów-Podgórze, site 5, feature No. 110 and 2, 4 -feature No. 95 (after W. Koman, J. Nied¹wied¹, W. Panasiewi
z), 3 - Teptiuków, site 6, feature No. 29(after J. Nied¹wied¹, H. Taras), 5, 6 - Podlodów, site 2, feature No. 14 (after J. Bagi«ska, H. Taras).



42on lo
al traditions, the kind of relations with other 
ommunities or la
k of su
h
onta
ts, as well as the 
reativity of the individuals who produ
ed the vessels. Beloware presented the pottery markers of the Trz
inie
 Culture in the area between theVistula and Bug rivers:1. The addition of granite breakstone to 
lay. The pottery is made of 
lay withan admixture of granite breakstone (usually quite ample). Vessel surfa
es are verysmooth, and fra
tures are mono
hromati
, porous or layered. These features aretypi
al of the Trz
inie
 Culture te
hnology in the area in question in its 
lassi
alstage. With time some 
hanges were introdu
ed and so, in the terminal stage, as site25B in Tyszow
e shows, the dominant kind of pottery is one made of 
lay mixed inequal proportions with sand and granite breakstone or with sand only; the fra
turesare usually mono
hromati
, porous or 
ompa
t [Gosik 1997:34-36 and 69-74℄.2. The 
hara
teristi
 shape of the rim. The typi
al way of forming the rim is thi
ke-ning and 
utting it obliquely or, rarely, horizontally. This kind was gradually repla-
ed by non-thi
kened, 
ut and rounded rims. In the terminal stage non-thi
kened,rounded rims dominate (Fig. 7-9) [Taras 1995:63-75; Gosik 1997:63-68℄.3. Basi
 vessel types: S-shaped pot, pro�led bowl, hemispheri
al bowl. The dominantkind are S-shaped pots of several types (Fig. 2:1, 2, 11, 12; 3:1, 3; 4:1-4; 6:1, 8,10), and the di�eren
es 
on
ern their proportions, and parti
ularly the level of thewidest part of the belly [Taras 1995:63-75℄. Pots of various forms 
an be found:tulip-shaped ones, where the rim is bigger in diameter than the belly (Fig. 3:4), potswith a funnel-shaped ne
k distin
tly separated by a fault (Fig. 7:2, 5, 8), spheri
alones and those with 
ylindri
al ne
ks (Fig. 8:1).The proportions of pots 
hange gradually: the belly is raised (vessels with a\shoulder"), the ne
k is shortened, the height of vessels is smaller (low pots), thebottom gets smaller and narrow-bottomed (pointed-foot) pots begin to appear (Fig.9). In later phases fewer and fewer de
orated pots are made.Bowls are represented by hemispheri
al forms (in minority) and S-shaped, pro-�led ones of various types (Fig. 3:2; 5:1, 2, 4, 6, 9; 6:3, 5, 13; 7:1, 3, 4, 11; 8:3, 4).This type of vessels is 
hara
terised by very sophisti
ated ornamentation, whi
h 
anbe still found even in the terminal phase (Fig. 7:1, 3, 4, 11; 8:3, 4), i.e. in the periodwhen the number of de
orated pots is de
reasing.Various kinds of beakers have been as
ribed to the Trz
inie
 Culture. Theseare: forms with hollow stems, beakers with depressed or atta
hed knobs on thebellies (Fig. 6:11; 7:6, 9, 12) and 
owerpot-like (mortar-shaped) ones (Fig. 5:5).Other types of vessels, like mugs, jugs, amphorae or 
at plates are s
ar
ely re-presented in the sites of the Trz
inie
 Culture in 
entral-eastern Poland. Fragmentsof sieve-like vessels have been frequently found, but it is not possible to re
onstru
tthem due to the bad 
ondition they are in.



434. Typi
al ornamentation: horizontal, verti
al and oblique grooves, 
on
entri
 ar
hes,horizontal atta
hed boards [Taras 1995:table 1℄. The motifs are often 
ombined, e.g.horizontal grooves with festoons in the form of ar
hes are frequently found espe-
ially on pro�led bowls. Horizontal grooves alternating with verti
al ones are often
ombined with a 
ir
ular row of verti
al or oblique pri
ks. Atta
hed or depressedknobs are used to de
orate beakers on stems, mugs, jugs and, though rather seldom,pro�led bowls. In later phases small depressions and hollows appear on vessel ne
ksand oblique grooves on bellies. The most typi
al de
orative motif of the Trz
inie
Culture are 
lay spindle whorls (Fig. 2:9; 5:8) and \horn-like whorls". The latterare found along the eastern border of Poland, e.g. in Dube
zno (Fig. 2:10), Hanna,Rogatka, Gu
iów, Teptiuków and are obviously a 
ontinuation of the phenomenonknown at that time in the Ukraine. Simultaneously other \oriental" elements appearin pottery [Taras 1995:map No. 5℄: de
orative motifs in the form of oblique groovesbounded by horizontal ones (Gu
iów, �uraw
e), \dangling" triangles (Jeziernia,�uraw
e), the repetition of the shape and proportions of bowl types typi
al of theKomarów Culture (Tyszow
e, Gu
iów) and, in the terminal stage, narrow-bottomed(pointed-foot) vessels [Taras 1997:374℄ or vessel handles of the Noua Culture type(Podlodów).The Trz
inie
 Culture is asso
iated with a spe
i�
 form of environment o

u-pation and the stru
ture of settlements. Although our knowledge of the stru
tureis still not satisfa
tory, it is possible to observe assemblies of 1-3 settlements ofpermanent 
hara
ter (0,5-1 ha in area) and several smaller ones around grave si-tes. Su
h a 
on
entration was found near the tumuli in Tyszow
e ond Gu
iów. Thesettlements are sometimes lo
ated on sandy meadow terra
es of big valleys, moreoften on the edges of small valleys, usually on sandy soils. In most 
ases, then, thesettlements are situated on the frontiers of settlement zones (soil-wise). The rela-tively high mobility of settlement, typi
al of the early phase, de
reased with time,parti
ularly in upland areas.Taking into 
onsideration the ar
haeologi
al and natural s
ien
e sour
es knownso far, the e
onomy of the Trz
inie
 Culture 
ommunities in the area in question 
anbe de�ned as typi
ally agri
ultural, most probably with livesto
k farming dominatingover 
rop 
ultivation.The unsatisfa
tory degree to whi
h the settlements have been examined makesit impossible to re
onstru
t 
losely their organization and 
onstru
tion. It 
an beonly said that the preferred type of houses were overground, post 
onstru
tions, re
-tangular in shape, sometimes with 2 
hambers, e.g. in �uraw
e [Gurba, Kutyªowski1970℄, Wronowi
e-Paprzy
a [Koj 1987:193-194℄, Hrubieszów-Podgórze [Nied¹wied¹,Panasiewi
z 1994:52-53℄.The dominant type of grave is a barrow, usually over 10 m in diameter. Mostof the barrows examined so far are lo
ated in river valleys, typi
ally on sandy me-adow terra
es, e.g. in Gu
iów, Dominikanówka, Tyszow
e. Some barrows were ra-



44ised on hills dominating the area, e.g. in Hali
zany [Broni
ki 1997:56℄. Their fun
-tion was usually not only to 
over the remains of the dead; under the moundssome 
remation graves have been dis
overed, e.g. in Gu
iów [Rogozi«ska 1961℄,Lublin-D¡browa (?) [Kªosi«ska 1987℄, biritual | in Gu
iów [Rogozi«ska 1963℄,Kazimierzów1. Some eviden
e for the fa
t that together with 
remation skeletonburial was pra
tised 
an be provided by the empty, regular grave pits found in Ty-szow
e [Ku±nierz 1989:Fig. 9℄ and Zienki [Broni
ki 1997a:53℄. Also in Dube
zno,an example of a se
ondary skeleton burial 
overed with a 
remation layer 
onta-ining animal remains was ex
avated. In the terminal stage, the tradition of raisingbarrows gradually disappears and 
at graves begin to appear, where bones havebeen 
remated to a di�erent degree, e.g. in Tyszow
e [Gosik 1997:29℄ or Trz
inie
[Choty«ski 1911:61-63).Among the grave goods, relatively moderate in number, pottery dominates.It is lo
ated in various ways. Whole pots are pla
ed in the 
entre of the barrow,near grave pits, or the suspe
ted burial pla
e, e.g. in Tyszow
e. Intentionally brokenvessels are pla
ed in di�erent parts of the barrow or below it, usually in groups, e.g.in Gu
iów [Rogozi«ska 1961; 1963℄, Dominikanówka [Ma
hnik 1960:80℄, Dube
zno[Taras 1995:202℄. 2. STAGES OF DEVELOPMENTThe 
hanges of the Trz
inie
 Culture with the 
ourse of time in 
entral-easternPoland 
an be re
onstru
ted as follows (Fig. 10).The 
ulture appears in the upland part of the Lublin Region as a 
ompletelyformed, external phenomenon probably at the beginning of period BA2. The early--Trz
inie
 (early 
lassi
al) 
ir
le is 
hara
terised by high settlement mobility | smalland temporary settlements and 
amps. Some burial sites provide eviden
e for su
hdating. The barrow in Dube
zno points to a relatively early o

upation of the areaby the people of the Trz
inie
 Culture and the eviden
e is provided by the datingof the hearth below the mound | 3520±50 BP (1880 BC). It is quite possible thatsome mounds in Gu
iów 
an be dated similarly, the 
on
lusion, however, is basedon the analysis of the materials, mainly 
erami
 ones, rather than on laboratorydating. This stage 
an be also represented by small settlements in Las Sto
ki, site7, W¡wolni
a, site 6 and Nowy Majdan, site 1.In pottery, all basi
 te
hnologi
al and stylisti
 elements are present: the 
ha-ra
teristi
 form of the rim, engraved ornaments and relief strips and forms su
h1 Unpublished materials from Lublin Museum, the information made available by Mrs Waleria Misiewi
z.
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F i g . 10 Periodization of the Trz
inie
 Culture in the southern part of the area between the Vistulaand Bug rivers. Eph - early phase, Cph - 
lassi
al phase, Lph - late phase, Tph - terminal phase (Trz
i-nie
 Culture); LG - Linin Group of the Nemen Culture; GAC - Globular Amphora Culture; MC -Mierzanowi
e Culture; SC - Strzy»ów Culture; LC - Lusatian Culture.as the S-shaped pot, the hemispheri
al and the pro�led bowl. At the end of theperiod there appear 
lear signs of su

essful 
onta
ts or \absorption" of the lo
al,post-
ord stru
tures by the Trz
inie
 Culture. At this stage, the relations betweenthe groups, strange to ea
h other, 
an be dete
ted in the stylisti
 in
uen
e obse-rved in pottery work, parti
ularly in the western Volhynia Upland, e.g. in Wrono-
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e-Paprzy
a, site 5 [Kadrow 1988℄, Mohyliany [Sveshnikov 1967:Table XIII:14℄,Wªodzimierz Woªy«ski [Taras 1995:Table XXVII:1℄ and others.The regional in
uen
e gets stronger in the developed 
lassi
al period, whi
hstarted at the earliest in BA2/BB1 | at the beginnings of BB1, as a re
e
tion ofthe lo
al, diversi�ed ba
kground and as a result of various 
onta
ts. It is easy toobserve 
onta
ts with the South as well as 
hara
teristi
, mainly for the Bug riverzone, 
onta
ts with the East and South | East (a lo
al trend in the Trz
inie
 {Komarov Cultures zone).The 
lassi
al stage is the period of stabilisation for the Trz
inie
 Culture. Inthe area in question two distin
t stylisti
 and settlement stru
tures 
an be observed:the western one | in the western part of the Lublin Upland and in the north| west of the Sandomierz Basin, and the eastern one | in the western VolhyniaUpland, the eastern part of the Lublin Upland, Rozto
ze and the north | east ofthe Sandomierz Basin. North of these areas | in Polesie and Podlasie | there arevery strong \old Trz
inie
" tenden
ies, exempli�ed by traditional forms of vesselsand their ornamentation.In the remaining areas the basi
 set of pottery and de
orative elements getsmu
h ri
her. Besides various forms of pots and bowls, new ones, su
h as mugs, jugsand beakers begin to appear. New ornamentation motifs are used together withthe basi
 ones that still dominate: pri
ks, small depressions, outlined knobs, wide,oblique 
annelures and others.The evolution and regionalization of the Trz
inie
 Culture 
an be observedin the gradual de
rease in the number of 
lassi
al stylisti
 markers and their re-pla
ement with new ones, e.g. the proportions of vessels 
hange | the maximumdiameter of the belly is lo
ated in the upper half of the vessel. The 
hanges are
hara
teristi
 already towards the end of the late 
lassi
al phase. Some 
hanges inburial 
ustoms 
an be observed, too. The barrow and the form of burial (layered
remation, suspe
ted skeleton burial) are still signi�
ant, however, sometimes thereare no traditional grave goods. Broken pottery and other obje
ts are lo
ated atrandom in mounds. The phase lasts until the beginning of the 3rd period of theBronze Age (BD).The 
lose of the Trz
inie
 Culture is the time of looking for new models andbalan
ing of opposing in
uen
es: the ones from Volhynia and the Noua Culturezone in the basin of the upper Dniester river, and those from the 
ir
le of UrnFields Cultures and mainly from the early Lusatian Culture. It all takes pla
e in the�rst half or around the middle of the 3rd period of the Bronze Age and lasts untilthe turn of the 3rd period of the Bronze Age. These pro
esses have been re
entlyobserved in the settlements examined in the basin of the Bug river, in Tyszow
e,Teptiuków, Podlodów and Hrubieszów { Podgórze.In the inventories of the eastern Lublin Region there are slim, unornamentednarrow-bottomed (pointed-foot) vessels or ones with small, unstable bottoms, ra-



47ised maximum diameter of the belly and short ne
ks. The rims are rounded andnon-thi
kened and new de
orative motifs appear, besides the few traditional ones:depressions and hollows in the ne
ks and groups of verti
al or oblique grooves onthe bellies.In the west of the Lublin Region, low vessels (tall bowls or vases) dominate,apart from slim vessels with small bottoms. The in
rease in the number of unorna-mented pots and the presen
e of ri
hly de
orated bowls 
an be observed here aswell.The dis
ussion over the role of the Trz
inie
 Culture in the formation of theLusatian Culture in the Lublin Region leads to the following 
on
lusions: the lo
alpeople gradually got assimilated into the Lusatian Culture groups of Central Polandtype. The pro
ess, however, did not leave permanent tra
es. It 
an be observed, forinstan
e, in the 
emetery of the Lusatian Culture in Woªkowiany2, where narrow--bottomed vessels were used as urns, while other vessels were de
orated with motifstypi
al of the Trz
inie
 Culture. The stylisti
 reli
s are also visible in other sites ofthe early Lusatian Culture. Translated by Joanna Berej
2 Unpublished 
emetery, examined Mrs Waleria Misiewi
z; the materials deposited in Lublin Museum.
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