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Editor’s Foreword

The Tizciniec Culture, Trzciniec Cultural Circle and Trzciniec Horizon are the
names of a cultural area in the borderland of Western and Eastern Europe at
the 2nd millenium BC. For over half a century a discussion has been going on
over the taxonomic identification (chronological and spatial) and genetic and ethnic
interpretation of this cultural unit.

In the debate, the 1980’s and 1990’s mark a significant cognitive turn caused
by the growth of the corpus of sources, the use of systematic methods for the study
of mobile sources and the proliferation of regional *C datings.

The present volume of ”Baltic-Pontic Studies” is an attempt to register this
breakthrough and a proposal for a new fitting of the Tizciniec phenomenon into
the synthesis of Early Bronze Age Europe. The records include rudiments of new
regional systematizations, foundations of their chronologies based on radiocarbon
datings and a discussion of the mechanisms of socio-cultural changes which gave
rise to the Trzciniec cultural area and later contributed to its disintegration.

A long-term intention of this volume giving a multifaceted view of the effects
of the said cognitive breakthrough is to encourage a careful scrutiny of the deve-
lopment mechanisms of the European Early Bronze Age Civilization, in particular
the role played in them by the societies inhabiting the drainages of the Baltic and
Pontic Seas.



Editorial comment

1. All dates in the B-PS§ are calibrated [see: Radiocarbon vol.28, 1986, and the
next volumes]. Deviations from this rule will be point out in notes.

2. The names of the archaeological cultures (especially from the territory of
the Ukraine) are standarized according to the English literature on the subject [e.g.
Mallory 1989]. In the case of a new term, the author’s original name has been
retained.

3. The place names located in the Ukraine have been transliterat from the
versions suggested by the author (i.e. from the Belorussian, Ukrainian, Polish or
Russian originals).
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Halina Taras

THE BASES FOR THE TAXONOMY OF THE TRZCINIEC
CULTURE IN THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE AREA
BETWEEN THE VISTULA AND BUG RIVERS

The identification of the Trzciniec Culture means here defining the character of
the different occupations and types of production observed between the Vistula and
Bug rivers, in the areas of eastern Malopolska and western Volhynia Uplands and
in Polesie Lubelskie within the period of at least 500 years (from the second half of
the Early Bronze till the end of the Middle Bronze period), i. e. these phenomena
that, in their beginnings, are different from those associated with the Strzyzéw and
Mierzanowice Cultures and, towards their end, with the Lusatian Culture (Fig. 1).

Many types of production can provide no or little help in defining the identi-
fying elements of the Trzciniec Culture. Metal artifacts are of no use, unless one
wants to use them for chronological identification or to describe the contacts Trzci-
niec Culture communities had with other cultures. In the eastern zone of the culture,
bronze was never a basic material, therefore no specific type of metallurgy had de-
veloped here, though it might be assumed that some repair work and some attempts
at making bronze objects were made.

Flint work, the basic type of production, does not provide much help, either.
The main reason for it is the small number of flint artifacts in inventories, particu-
larly in compact sets. While they do allow one to prove that they were produced in
the Bronze Age, this does not enable one, however, to conclude which tool forms
or kinds of tool forms can serve as identifying markers of the culture. Some ten-
dencies, however, can be easily observed in the Tizciniec Culture, e.g. the large
number of flake tools, scaled pieces, knife tools and concave tools with gradual
retouch, scrapers and side scrapers as well as bifacial tools [Taras 1997a). In this
period a new type of sickle appeared, namely one in which the broadest part was
just over the base (Fig. 2:6, 6:9, 12) and the working edge, straight or concave,
sometimes had denticulate retouch (Fig. 6:12). The described tool form marks an
evolutionary-chronological stage rather than an archaeological culture (the shape
of sickle is also found in Late Bronze and Early Iron Age cultures) and can be
observed in the flint work of the Trzciniec Culture, too.
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Fig. 1. The territorial range of the problem in question.; a - the Tizciniec complex range, b - the
territorial range covered by this paper, ¢ - location of more important sites. 1 - Trzciniec, 2 - Guciéw, 3
- Tyszowce, 4 - Hrubieszow-Podgodrze, 5 - Teptiukéw, 6 - Dubeczno, 7 - Podlodéw.

It is not possible as well to use the production based on organic materials (Fig.
9:5, 6) as a marker here due to a very small number of such artifacts in the Trzciniec
Culture inventories as well as the universal character of tool concepts.

1. TAXONOMY BASES — THE MAIN CRITERIA OF THE IDENTIFICATION
SYSTEM

The main source of our knowledge of the Trzciniec Culture in the area between
the Vistula and Bug rivers is its pottery characterised by the unique way of preparing
the material, the preference for some types of vessels and the techniques of forming
them, as well as its quite sophisticated ornamentation. All these features underwent
many changes throughout the Tizciniec Culture existence. The changes depended
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Fig. 2 Dubeczno, site 1. Material of the early phase (early classical).
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Fig. 3 Material of the classical phase. 1 - Chodlik-Podlesie, site 3 (after M. Matyaszewski), 2-5 -
Lublin-Dabrowa (after E. Klosifiska and H. Taras).
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Fig. 4 Material of the classical phase. 1-2 - Tyszowce, site 25A, barrow No. 17 (after J. Ku$nierz), 3 -
Gucidw, site 6, barrow No. 13 (after E. Klosifiska), 4 - Putnowice- Kolonia, site 3 (after H. Taras), 5 -
Dominikanéwka, site 1 (after J. Machnik).
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Fig. 5 Material of the classical phase. 1, 2, 5 - Tyszowce, site 25A, barrow No. 17 and 6 - barrow No.
15, 4 - Tyszowce, site 28, barrow No. 24 (after J. Kusnierz), 3 - Guciéw, site 6, barrow No. 6 and 7, 9 -
barrow No. 13 (after E. Klosiiska), 8 - Grodek, site 1D (after A. Uzarowiczowa).
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Fig. 6 Material of the late (late-classical) and terminal phases (8, 11, 13). 1-7 - Tyszowce, site 25A,
barrow No. 16 (after J. Kusnierz), 8, 11 - Tyszowce, site 25B, feature No. 16 (after J. Buszewicz),
9 - Tyszowce, site 1, barrow No. 6 and 10 - barrow No. 5, 12 - Hrubieszéw (after H. Taras), 13 -

Hrubieszéw-Podgorze, site 5, feature No. 110 (after J. Niedzwiedz and W. Panasiewicz).
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Fig. 7 Material of the terminal phase. 1, 2, 5, 9, 11, 12 - Tirzciniec,

site 1 (after A. Gardawski), 3, 4, 7,

10 - Kazimierzéw, site 3 (after W. Misiewicz), 6 - Szczekarkéw (after A. Gardawski), 8, 13, 14 - Kosin,

site 8 (after B. Chomentowska).
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Fig. 9 Material of the terminal phase. 1 - Hrubieszéw-Podgérze, site 5, feature No. 110 and 2, 4 -
feature No. 95 (after W. Koman, J. Niedzwiedz, W. Panasiewicz), 3 - Teptiukow, site 6, feature No. 29
(after J. Niedzwiedz, H. Taras), 5, 6 - Podlodéw, site 2, feature No. 14 (after J. Bagifiska, H. Taras).

Iy

e -

v
==

==




42

on local traditions, the kind of relations with other communities or lack of such
contacts, as well as the creativity of the individuals who produced the vessels. Below
are presented the pottery markers of the Trzciniec Culture in the area between the
Vistula and Bug rivers:

1. The addition of granite breakstone to clay. The pottery is made of clay with
an admixture of granite breakstone (usually quite ample). Vessel surfaces are very
smooth, and fractures are monochromatic, porous or layered. These features are
typical of the Tizciniec Culture technology in the area in question in its classical
stage. With time some changes were introduced and so, in the terminal stage, as site
25B in Tyszowce shows, the dominant kind of pottery is one made of clay mixed in
equal proportions with sand and granite breakstone or with sand only; the fractures
are usually monochromatic, porous or compact [Gosik 1997:34-36 and 69-74].

2. The characteristic shape of the rim. The typical way of forming the rim is thicke-
ning and cutting it obliquely or, rarely, horizontally. This kind was gradually repla-
ced by non-thickened, cut and rounded rims. In the terminal stage non-thickened,
rounded rims dominate (Fig. 7-9) [Taras 1995:63-75; Gosik 1997:63-68].

3. Basic vessel types: S-shaped pot, profiled bowl, hemispherical bowl. The dominant
kind are S-shaped pots of several types (Fig. 2:1, 2, 11, 12; 3:1, 3; 4:1-4; 6:1, §,
10), and the differences concern their proportions, and particularly the level of the
widest part of the belly [Taras 1995:63-75]. Pots of various forms can be found:
tulip-shaped ones, where the rim is bigger in diameter than the belly (Fig. 3:4), pots
with a funnel-shaped neck distinctly separated by a fault (Fig. 7:2, 5, 8), spherical
ones and those with cylindrical necks (Fig. 8:1).

The proportions of pots change gradually: the belly is raised (vessels with a
“shoulder”), the neck is shortened, the height of vessels is smaller (low pots), the
bottom gets smaller and narrow-bottomed (pointed-foot) pots begin to appear (Fig.
9). In later phases fewer and fewer decorated pots are made.

Bowls are represented by hemispherical forms (in minority) and S-shaped, pro-
filed ones of various types (Fig. 3:2; 5:1, 2, 4, 6, 9; 6:3, 5, 13; 7:1, 3, 4, 11; 8:3, 4).
This type of vessels is characterised by very sophisticated ornamentation, which can
be still found even in the terminal phase (Fig. 7:1, 3, 4, 11; 8:3, 4), i.e. in the period
when the number of decorated pots is decreasing.

Various kinds of beakers have been ascribed to the Tizciniec Culture. These
are: forms with hollow stems, beakers with depressed or attached knobs on the
bellies (Fig. 6:11; 7:6, 9, 12) and flowerpot-like (mortar-shaped) ones (Fig. 5:5).

Other types of vessels, like mugs, jugs, amphorae or flat plates are scarcely re-
presented in the sites of the Trzciniec Culture in central-eastern Poland. Fragments
of sieve-like vessels have been frequently found, but it is not possible to reconstruct
them due to the bad condition they are in.
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4. Typical ornamentation: horizontal, vertical and oblique grooves, concentric arches,
horizontal attached boards [Taras 1995:table 1]. The motifs are often combined, e.g.
horizontal grooves with festoons in the form of arches are frequently found espe-
cially on profiled bowls. Horizontal grooves alternating with vertical ones are often
combined with a circular row of vertical or oblique pricks. Attached or depressed
knobs are used to decorate beakers on stems, mugs, jugs and, though rather seldom,
profiled bowls. In later phases small depressions and hollows appear on vessel necks
and oblique grooves on bellies. The most typical decorative motif of the Trzciniec
Culture are clay spindle whorls (Fig. 2:9; 5:8) and “horn-like whorls”. The latter
are found along the eastern border of Poland, e.g. in Dubeczno (Fig. 2:10), Hanna,
Rogatka, Guciéw, Teptiukéw and are obviously a continuation of the phenomenon
known at that time in the Ukraine. Simultaneously other “oriental” elements appear
in pottery [Taras 1995:map No. 5]: decorative motifs in the form of oblique grooves
bounded by horizontal ones (Guciéw, Zurawce), “dangling” triangles (Jeziernia,
Zurawce), the repetition of the shape and proportions of bowl types typical of the
Komaréw Culture (Tyszowce, Guciow) and, in the terminal stage, narrow-bottomed
(pointed-foot) vessels [Taras 1997:374] or vessel handles of the Noua Culture type
(Podlodéw).

The Trzciniec Culture is associated with a specific form of environment occu-
pation and the structure of settlements. Although our knowledge of the structure
is still not satisfactory, it is possible to observe assemblies of 1-3 settlements of
permanent character (0,5-1 ha in area) and several smaller ones around grave si-
tes. Such a concentration was found near the tumuli in Tyszowce ond Guciéw. The
settlements are sometimes located on sandy meadow terraces of big valleys, more
often on the edges of small valleys, usually on sandy soils. In most cases, then, the
settlements are situated on the frontiers of settlement zones (soil-wise). The rela-
tively high mobility of settlement, typical of the early phase, decreased with time,
particularly in upland areas.

Taking into consideration the archaeological and natural science sources known
so far, the economy of the Trzciniec Culture communities in the area in question can
be defined as typically agricultural, most probably with livestock farming dominating
over crop cultivation.

The unsatisfactory degree to which the settlements have been examined makes
it impossible to reconstruct closely their organization and construction. It can be
only said that the preferred type of houses were overground, post constructions, rec-
tangular in shape, sometimes with 2 chambers, e.g. in Zurawce [Gurba, Kutytowski
1970], Wronowice-Paprzyca [Koj 1987:193-194], Hrubieszéw-Podgdrze [NiedZwiedz,
Panasiewicz 1994:52-53].

The dominant type of grave is a barrow, usually over 10 m in diameter. Most
of the barrows examined so far are located in river valleys, typically on sandy me-
adow terraces, e.g. in Guciéw, Dominikandwka, Tyszowce. Some barrows were ra-
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ised on hills dominating the area, e.g. in Haliczany [Bronicki 1997:56]. Their func-
tion was usually not only to cover the remains of the dead; under the mounds
some cremation graves have been discovered, e.g. in Guciéw [Rogozifiska 1961],
Lublin-Dabrowa (?) [Klosifiska 1987], biritual — in Guciéw [Rogozifiska 1963],
Kazimierzéw'. Some evidence for the fact that together with cremation skeleton
burial was practised can be provided by the empty, regular grave pits found in Ty-
szowce [Kuénierz 1989:Fig. 9] and Zienki [Bronicki 1997a:53]. Also in Dubeczno,
an example of a secondary skeleton burial covered with a cremation layer conta-
ining animal remains was excavated. In the terminal stage, the tradition of raising
barrows gradually disappears and flat graves begin to appear, where bones have
been cremated to a different degree, e.g. in Tyszowce [Gosik 1997:29] or Tizciniec
[Chotyniski 1911:61-63).

Among the grave goods, relatively moderate in number, pottery dominates.
It is located in various ways. Whole pots are placed in the centre of the barrow,
near grave pits, or the suspected burial place, e.g. in Tyszowce. Intentionally broken
vessels are placed in different parts of the barrow or below it, usually in groups, e.g.
in Guciéw [Rogozifiska 1961; 1963], Dominikanéwka [Machnik 1960:80], Dubeczno
[Taras 1995:202].

2. STAGES OF DEVELOPMENT

The changes of the Tizciniec Culture with the course of time in central-eastern
Poland can be reconstructed as follows (Fig. 10).

The culture appears in the upland part of the Lublin Region as a completely
formed, external phenomenon probably at the beginning of period BA2. The early-
-Trzciniec (early classical) circle is characterised by high settlement mobility — small
and temporary settlements and camps. Some burial sites provide evidence for such
dating. The barrow in Dubeczno points to a relatively early occupation of the area
by the people of the Trzciniec Culture and the evidence is provided by the dating
of the hearth below the mound — 3520450 BP (1880 BC). It is quite possible that
some mounds in Guciéw can be dated similarly, the conclusion, however, is based
on the analysis of the materials, mainly ceramic ones, rather than on laboratory
dating. This stage can be also represented by small settlements in Las Stocki, site
7, Wawolnica, site 6 and Nowy Majdan, site 1.

In pottery, all basic technological and stylistic elements are present: the cha-
racteristic form of the rim, engraved ornaments and relief strips and forms such

! Unpublished materials from Lublin Museum, the information made available by Mrs Waleria Misiewicz.
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Fig. 10 Periodization of the Trzciniec Culture in the southern part of the area between the Vistula
and Bug rivers. Eph - early phase, Cph - classical phase, Lph - late phase, Tph - terminal phase (Trzci-
niec Culture); LG - Linin Group of the Nemen Culture; GAC - Globular Amphora Culture; MC -
Mierzanowice Culture; SC - Strzyzow Culture; LC - Lusatian Culture.

as the S-shaped pot, the hemispherical and the profiled bowl. At the end of the
period there appear clear signs of successful contacts or “absorption” of the local,
post-cord structures by the Trzciniec Culture. At this stage, the relations between
the groups, strange to each other, can be detected in the stylistic influence obse-
rved in pottery work, particularly in the western Volhynia Upland, e.g. in Wrono-
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wice-Paprzyca, site 5 [Kadrow 1988], Mohyliany [Sveshnikov 1967:Table XIII:14],
Wilodzimierz Wolyfiski [Taras 1995:Table XXVII:1] and others.

The regional influence gets stronger in the developed classical period, which
started at the earliest in BA2/BB1 — at the beginnings of BB1, as a reflection of
the local, diversified background and as a result of various contacts. It is easy to
observe contacts with the South as well as characteristic, mainly for the Bug river
zone, contacts with the East and South — East (a local trend in the Tizciniec —
Komarov Cultures zone).

The classical stage is the period of stabilisation for the Tizciniec Culture. In
the area in question two distinct stylistic and settlement structures can be observed:
the western one — in the western part of the Lublin Upland and in the north
— west of the Sandomierz Basin, and the eastern one — in the western Volhynia
Upland, the eastern part of the Lublin Upland, Roztocze and the north — east of
the Sandomierz Basin. North of these areas — in Polesie and Podlasie — there are
very strong “old Tizciniec” tendencies, exemplified by traditional forms of vessels
and their ornamentation.

In the remaining areas the basic set of pottery and decorative elements gets
much richer. Besides various forms of pots and bowls, new ones, such as mugs, jugs
and beakers begin to appear. New ornamentation motifs are used together with
the basic ones that still dominate: pricks, small depressions, outlined knobs, wide,
oblique cannelures and others.

The evolution and regionalization of the Trzciniec Culture can be observed
in the gradual decrease in the number of classical stylistic markers and their re-
placement with new ones, e.g. the proportions of vessels change — the maximum
diameter of the belly is located in the upper half of the vessel. The changes are
characteristic already towards the end of the late classical phase. Some changes in
burial customs can be observed, too. The barrow and the form of burial (layered
cremation, suspected skeleton burial) are still significant, however, sometimes there
are no traditional grave goods. Broken pottery and other objects are located at
random in mounds. The phase lasts until the beginning of the 3rd period of the
Bronze Age (BD).

The close of the Tizciniec Culture is the time of looking for new models and
balancing of opposing influences: the ones from Volhynia and the Noua Culture
zone in the basin of the upper Dniester river, and those from the circle of Urn
Fields Cultures and mainly from the early Lusatian Culture. It all takes place in the
first half or around the middle of the 3rd period of the Bronze Age and lasts until
the turn of the 3rd period of the Bronze Age. These processes have been recently
observed in the settlements examined in the basin of the Bug river, in Tyszowce,
Teptiukéw, Podlodéw and Hrubieszow — Podgérze.

In the inventories of the eastern Lublin Region there are slim, unornamented
narrow-bottomed (pointed-foot) vessels or ones with small, unstable bottoms, ra-
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ised maximum diameter of the belly and short necks. The rims are rounded and
non-thickened and new decorative motifs appear, besides the few traditional ones:
depressions and hollows in the necks and groups of vertical or oblique grooves on
the bellies.

In the west of the Lublin Region, low vessels (tall bowls or vases) dominate,
apart from slim vessels with small bottoms. The increase in the number of unorna-
mented pots and the presence of richly decorated bowls can be observed here as
well.

The discussion over the role of the Trzciniec Culture in the formation of the
Lusatian Culture in the Lublin Region leads to the following conclusions: the local
people gradually got assimilated into the Lusatian Culture groups of Central Poland
type. The process, however, did not leave permanent traces. It can be observed, for
instance, in the cemetery of the Lusatian Culture in Wotkowiany?, where narrow-
-bottomed vessels were used as urns, while other vessels were decorated with motifs
typical of the Tizciniec Culture. The stylistic relics are also visible in other sites of
the early Lusatian Culture.

Translated by Joanna Berej

2 Unpublished cemetery, examined Mrs Waleria Misiewicz; the materials deposited in Lublin Museum.
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