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Editor’s Foreword

As regards the identification of the early forms of Europe’s long-distance ro-
utes, the area lying between the Baltic and Black seas can be said to be one of
relative neglect. Specifically, little research has been devoted to the development
stages of the area’s socio-cultural map, i.e. to neighbourly forays, itineraries, ro-
utes (of varied continuity, range and transport technique), stable segments of roads
leading to water crossings, networks of fords and the communication channels run-
ning along watersheds. The foremost issue, at present one of great difficulty with
respect to a study embracing the whole region in question, is the cultural context
of these innovations and the related mechanisms that saw their creation in regard
to the socio-economic basis and ritual-epistemological nature of ancient peoples in
these regions.

The study by Marija Gimbutas [Gimbutas 1965] of ‘amber routes’, joining the
west and east of Europe, may be considered the first attempt to tackle the issue of
the region’s early communication channels and was accordingly referred to in the
analyses of the distribution of stone ‘fluted maces’, regarded as hypothetical mar-
kers of Baltic-Pontic routes [Kosko 2001; 2002]. Generally, this conceptual leaven
can be said to have provided broader intellectual stimuli for the international aca-
demic community of ‘Archaeology Bimaris’. The turning point in the nascent study
of ancient routes has been thus given a clear framework: an inter-university and
interdisciplinary discussion (see the Poznafi-Obrzycko symposium Routes Between
the Seas: Baltic-Bug-Boh (Southern Bug)-Pont held in October 2008).

The papers included in this volume are a partial record of the discussion. The
intentional selectiveness here is seen therefore in the conscious limitation of the
scope of papers (‘piecemeal’ treatment of linguistic or ethnological and anthropo-
logical analyses). Moreover, there is a special focus on one of the inter-regional
routes, namely the Baltic-Bug-Boh (Southern Bug)-Pont, or more specifically, its
early evidence (generally speaking, prior to — widely known to the academia — its
use in the times of Goth migrations).



Editorial comment

1. All dates in the B-PS are calibrated [BC; see: Radiocarbon vol. 28, 1986, and
the next volumes]. Deviations from this rule will be point out in notes [bc].

2. The names of the archaelogical cultures and sites are standarized to the English
literature on the subject (e.g. M. Gimbutas, J. P. Mallory). In the case of a new
term, the author’s original name has been retained.

3. The spelling of names of localities having the rank of administrative centres
follows official, state, English language cartographic publications (e.g. Ukraine,
scale 1 : 2 000 000, Kiev: Mapa LTD, edition of 1996; Respublika BELARUS’,
REVIEW-TOPOGRAPHIC MAP, scale 1:1 000 000, Minsk: BYELORUSSIAN
CARTOGRAPHIC AN GEODETIC ENTERPISE, edition 1993).

4. As far as names of administrative units in Polish, Ukrainian, Belarusian and
English are concerned, a convention has been adopted that wojewddztwo =
oblast = region and powiat = raion = district.
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THE ‘DYKYI SAD’ FORTIFIED SETTLEMENT

AS A UNITING LINK IN THE CONTEXT

OF ECONOMIC, POLITICAL AND CULTURAL RELATION
OF 1200-1000 BC (THE BALTIC SHORE,

THE PONTIC REGION AND THE MEDITERRANEAN)

The article is devoted to an archeological monument of the final Bronze era,
“Dykyi Sad” (“Wild Garden™), located in the historic centre of the present-day city
of Mykolaiv, Ukraine, at the merging point of two rivers, the Southern Bug and the
Ingul. In its days (late 1300 — early 900 BC) the fortified settlement occupied the
cape of a steep edge of the plateau at the left bank of the Ingul River. A number of
archeological constructions with remainders of stone basements (housing, economic,
ritual and defense constructions) were discovered in the “Dykyi Sad” territory. The
finds made there represented remarkable samples of material culture of its dwellers
(ceramic pottery, stone and bone tools, and bronze objects).

The settlement represented the northern point of the Black Sea maritime ro-
ute; it controlled the main meridional land routes by the watersheds; towards the
north-east to the Dnieper crossings of the eastern way, to the north towards the
Forest-steppe area and to the north-west, to Central and Eastern Europe, as well
as the pathway across the Southern Bug to the Balkans and the Danube area.

A complex analysis of the archeological material of the “Dykyi Sad” enables
us to believe that the “Dykyi Sad” fortress was the same as the one mentioned
by Homerus, at that time and that very region, “the city of the people of Cimme-
ria”, the dwellers of which maintained close cultural and political contacts with the
neighbouring population of the ancient Oecumena.
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Fig. 1. Map. Localisation of the “Dykyi Sad” fortress, Mykolayiv city

1. THE FORTRESS SETTLEMENT’S TOPOGRAPHY

The “Dykyi Sad” fortress settlement is located at the point of merger of the
Southern Bug and the Ingul rivers (Fig. 1). In its days (late 1300 — early 1000 BC)
the settlement occupied the cape of a steep edge of the plateau at the left bank
of the Ingul River. The cape was shielded from the steppe with ravines and two
fosses between them. The total area of the preserved territory is about 3 hectares
(Fig. 2). In construction terms, the settlement consisted of a “citadel”, surrounded
with a fosse (16 buildings), the “suburbs” (4 buildings), the “posad” part of the
town around the citadel that contained 16 more buildings and the outer fosse, which
circled the entire settlement [Gorbenko 2004; 2006]. The architectural constructions
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Fig. 2. Plan of the “Dykyi Sad” fortress, Mykolayiv city

were located in rows along the Ingul River and were practically adjacent to each
other, thus forming a single architectural complex. Most of the studied premises
and structures emerged simultaneously and were located on a levelled ground. The
cultural layer outside the constructions was practically destroyed in modern times,
and the material, obtained as a result of the study, dates back to the final Bronze
Age and is typical for the Oecumena of the cultures that had surrounded “Dykyi
Sad” [Gorbenko 2000].

The ravine in the north had a very wide mouth and created a significant
bearing-out cone, a natural navigation situation, a moorage that ensured a conve-
nient step-by-step upward way to the settlement from the riverside. One of the intact
steps of the terrace contained remainders of a minor on-the-ground construction
synchronous to the settlement and its accompanying material, ceramics and bones.
Across the river there was a sand terrace, on which there was a mixed forest that
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used to supply the settlement with various kinds of timber, as well as with pro-
ducts of hunting, which gave — in addition to meat and skins — some technological
products such as animal bones, deer horns, and board fangs. In addition, one of
the main strengths of the location was the abundance of various kinds of fish, for
which the merging place of water streams was the best feeding area, and bays with
small submergible meadows that served as spawning sites. The steppe part of the
Mykolaiv peninsula plateau, confined by deep ravines from the east, was a closed,
well-sheltered pasture with a variety of plants.

Most importantly, due to the natural conditions, it could be used as a pasture
all the year round. Based on the analysis of environmental conditions in the re-
gion’s topography it was the most comfortable place in the Lower Bug area. In the
geopolitical sense, the settlement was the confine of the extreme northern point of
the Black Sea way and controlled the main meridional land routes by the water-
sheds; north-eastwards to the Dnieper crossings of the eastern way, northwards to
the Forest-Steppe and north-westwards to Central and Northern Europe, as well as
the crossing over the Southern Bug river known as the way to the Balkan — Da-
nube area. Floodplains with sandy spits, with a narrow and shallow riffle between
them, were ideal places for crossing for land caravans and an extremely inconve-
nient place for navigation. One of such formations existed in the area where the
Ingul River merged with the Southern Bug. Therefore, the settlement controlled
a very important transportation link represented by crossings and a convenient har-
bour. All these phenomena were noted in the historic past, and only the rise of the
water level within the last 50 years covered — and in some places diluted — these
formations.

Possibly, the cargo was re-loaded in that place from sea ships to river vessels
with the movement towards the Bug rapids, where there was a more convenient
exit to the Bug — Dniester watershed, to the north-westward (Baltic and Central
European) way. From the economic point of view, the options of the northward
way are almost equal in terms of advantage. The way across land was longer, and
the way by water was not convenient, as the ships had to go against the current, even
though a slight one. Meanwhile, taking the water way back when going down from
the north, particularly with a maximum load, gave a significant saving of time and
effort. Simply floating down from Voznesensk takes no longer than 12 hours, while
travelling by land requires several days to cover the same distance. As the key factor
defining the choice of the route, we decided on horse-drawn (wheel) transport,
which requires a solid land surface with a minimum number of crossings, whereas
horse-back (riding) transport allows more options that are practically impossible to
calculate to the full extent. The entire way from the Southern Bug to the Upper
Western Bug and the Yablonetskiy Pass does not have a single crossing and is the
shortest. Therefore, there is no doubt that this monument bears significant strategic
importance (Fig. 1).
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2. MAIN FEATURES OF MATERIAL CULTURE AND CRAFT-WORKS

Analysis of materials remainders allows identification of the principle activities
of settlement dwellers, the nature of economic and cultural connections, chronolo-
gical framework and key stages of existence of the monument. Moreover, it is quite
possible to raise the issue of the nature of the ethno-political situation in the region
in the period of global climatic, environmental and therefore economic changes that
took place in the late Bronze Age [Gorbenko 2005].

The complex of ceramic artifacts is the most representative, and allows identi-
fication of the main forms (korchaha jars of amphora-type, goblets, bailers, bowls)
and ornament motifs (scratched lines, impressions, coils, flutes), typical for arche-
ological cultures of the Upper Black Sea Oecumena (Fig. 4, 5). Mid-sized pots with
a smooth S-shaped outline have analogues among ceramic items found in the region
in the previous period, except one specific feature: the “Dykyi Sad” pots with a nar-
rower elongated bottom part (bottom diameter at 10-14 cm). The most probable
explanation being the small — for saving fuel (wood) in the steppe — diameter of
deep oven pits, where ready-made charcoal was put, followed by the pot. Such pits
occur in most of the structures concerned.

Ornamentation of this kind of pottery is both typical and specific. It includes
a reduction of the number of coils, typical for the earlier period and domination of
various “scratched” (“drawn”) systems. Generally, these were oblique strokes, al-
most vertical cuts, including the so-called “nail inlays™, located at the pots’ shoulders,
sometimes in two rows. There were also more complex structures that consisted of
solid horizontal recessing lines that created compositions with “inlays” and drawn
“shaded” triangles, located under a horizontal “frieze” with their tops down. Com-
positions of this type, with more complex versions, are typical for a later period of
this region (900-700 BC).

In 1200-900 BC, the regional connections are visible best in the “korchaha” type
of ceramics. This term is rather vague, and in general covers vessels rather more
than pots, and less than “pithoses”, i.e., ceramic barrels, storage vessels typical for
the southern, more harvest-rich regions (in our monument they were successfully
replaced with various pits in the floors under the roofs). There are two main types of
such “korchaha” amphorae in the collection; the wide-necks, represented by single
objects and more similar to the type of vessels that occurred in the eastern (Srub-
naya?) regions; and narrow-necked, in contrast to the wide, almost globular body
and similar to the ones occurring in an earlier period of our region. Most probably,
the tall-necked fluted “korchaha” amphorae of the central European “Villanova
type” (Villanova) of the Ha A1l period emerge at the later stage of the existence
of the monument. The same circle of artefacts includes multiple bowls, as well as
some goblets and scoops of the fluted open type. A specific indicator of economic
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Fig. 3. “Dykyi Sad”, Mykolayiv city. Objects of horn, bone, bronze and stone 1927, 1956, 1991-2006.
Blanks for making bridle mouthpieces (1-3); Cable-making tools (4); Deer horn plaque (5); “Skating
blade” (6); Bronze plaque (7); Bronze knife (8); Bronze dagger (9); Bronze saw-knife (10); Bronze pin
(11); Bronze bracelet (12); Bronze pot (13); Moulding form (14)

activity is the large number of fry-pans of various shapes and sizes, as well as flat
circular braziers, ornamented predominantly with oblique inlays at the edges.
Analysis of these and other features (ceramic dough, angobing, moulding me-
thods) allow defining their origin both as an ideal implementation (cultural bor-
rowing) and as a material one (place of production, raw materials, craftsman —
manufacturer). Technological specifics of making ceramics do not give additional
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Fig. 4. “Dykyi Sad” fortress, Mykolayiv. Ceramic pottery, 2006. Ceramic pottery — bailer (1), pot with
handles (1-a), jar (2), goblets (3-4, 6), cube-shaped pots (5, 6-9), pots decorated with coils (10-12)
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Fig. 5. “Dykyi Sad” fortress, Mykolayiv. Ceramic pottery, 2007. Ceramic pottery: goblets (3), bailer
(4), cube-shaped pots (2,5), pots (1, 6-8, 10-13, 15), korchaha amphora (14), vase (9), urn (16)
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Fig. 6. “Dykyi Sad” settlement, Mykolayiv. Bone, bronze and stone artifacts, 2007. Semi-finished
“blank” for a “skating blade” (1); Bronze knife blade (2); Bronze saw blade (3); Bronze awl (4); Casting
form — celt (5); Stone beater (6); Stone phallus model (7); Stone axe (8)

opportunities for identification of contacts with neighbouring regions; only mica
admixtures in some ceramic fragments can possibly suggest imports from Transylva-
nia, where mica serves as one of the thinners. There were also finds of fragments
of ceramics with rosy-shade angob, particularly on the inside, typical for cultures of
Central and Western Europe (Villanova). There were also locally produced vessels
(judging by the texture, the method of surface finishing and the ornament, but made
with the use of a pattern obviously made from imported samples. An example of
such imitation is an unusual vessel, most probably a funeral urn, similar to objects
from a number of cultures from Northern Europe, but not typical for ceramic ob-
jects produced in this region. Similar shapes of vessels can be found on the territory
of the Baltic region (Fig. 5:16).
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The complex of metal artifacts includes 70 objects (Figs. 3:7-13; 6:2-4). Among
the metal items there are daggers, knives, saw-knives, awls, two fishing hooks, a frag-
ment of a small chisel, pins, riveted cauldrons, celt axes (5 typological forms),
a dart-head, an ear-ring, bracelets, fragments of long “proniz” beads (piercing tubes)
(about 10 details), a fragment of a fibula (or a pin), and bronze plaques. The finds
of three stone casting forms, a nozzle and a crucible are directly connected with
bronze casting production. The first form was double-sided, one side for making
bronze dart-heads, and the other side for making three small rings and a large ring,
a horse bridle element of a bracelet. The other form was one-sided and served for
making celts, while the third form was used for making large chisels. The types of
objects and analysis of the metal, point to trading contacts between the settlement’s
dwellers in the northern, western and eastern directions. A bronze knife and a pla-
que have direct similarities in the materials of the Carpathian region (Fig. 3:7-8).
The various types of celts represent eastern and western regions of the Northern
Pontic area (the Kardashinka, Negresti, and Ruginoasa types) [Dergachev 1997].
The discovered pit-kilns with strong (up to 2 cm thick) burnt layers of the walls and
the bottom were suitable at least for secondary metal processing: re-melting small
objects, soldering, hot forging etc.

Multiple stone objects (over 100 objects) include small hammers, grinders,
grain-grounders, anvils, moulding forms, plummet weights, beaters, stone objects
(Figs. 3:14; 6:5-8). They provide information in two aspects. First, the origin of
the raw materials (produced from local materials excavated in the valleys of the So-
uthern Bug and the Ingul rivers, and also from the materials widespread in other re-
gions (Southern Carpathians, Asia Minor, and the Mediterranean). Petrun, who per-
formed the petrographic analysis, noted the Mediterranean kind of stone that had
been later imported to Olbia as ship ballast. Most probably in that case, there was
communication with Asia Minor and Hittite Millawanda (later in Greek Miletus).

It should be noted that the finds contain practically no stone of eastern origin,
from the Donets basin, the Caucasus, the Urals etc. (the petrographic analysis results
have not been formally published); the purpose of the production tools (based on
“tracelogical” analysis, those tools had been used for processing of wood, grain,
metal and other raw materials). The objects display traces of processing methods
used, both those which continue local traditions, and those indicating innovations
connected to learning new borrowed technologies. Importantly, no flint tools were
found, which had been rather common in earlier times. Also, there were no sickles
among the finds, neither solid nor knapped-bladed ones.

Bone objects (over 100 items) belong to local types and, most probably, were
produced in the settlement’s workshops (Figs. 3:1-6; 6:1). The whole cycle of ma-
nufacturing has been traced from bone, unfinished horn, to ready-made items and
identification of usage of a specific object (bridle mouthpiece, “konki” skating bla-
des, tools for leather dressing etc.). The rigging gear (Figs. 3, 4), including a large
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needle for net-making, “svaika”, a cable-making tool, most probably, an innovation
from the Mediterranean, was found for the first time.

Most probably, the principle scheme of its production was imported from the
Mediterranean, although — taking into account the fact that the 13th-12th century
BC migrants from Central and Eastern Europe were called “the Sea Peoples” and
had their own ships — production of tools for cable-making could have been a local
tradition. The object was made of bone and most probably, was not a working tool
but a votive object. Such a tool, no doubt, had been used by all navigators of the
Oecumena, but apparently it had been made of hard wood and, therefore, was not
preserved. Votive objects imply the existence of a certain cult, and such a cult is
more typical for the peoples for whom sea trade is not sporadic but the basis of
life.

The tracelogical analysis performed allowed identification of the main kinds of
craftsmanship, classed by activity. One of the key positions is occupied by bone-pro-
cessing where the finds included a large number not only of ready-made objects, but
of semi-finished forms and production waste. Avery important kind of production
was wood-processing; the finds included a large number of stone balls for flat ho-
rizontal rollers, counterweight fly-wheels for vertical wood-turning machines, small
hammers for metal processing and possibly, for paint-grinding. Also, a small number
of grain-grinders was found. In fact, such craftsmanship was known to have occurred
in this region in the previous period (the Sabatinovka culture), but the emergence of
new types of objects (bridle mouthpieces, a leather-strap bridle plaque, cable-making
tools, respectively) implies innovation in manufacturing technologies that no doubt,
suggest the bridle mouthpieces emerged locally. This is proven by the finds of a full
technological chain from semi-finished horn to ready-made objects.

The workshop with such a full technological process is the only one found so
far in the whole Eurasian region. The finds of similar bridle mouthpieces in the
area from the Danube to the Altai Mountains allow making a statement about
the priority of production of such objects in our region. We can also speak about
sufficiently intensive means of movement (transportation) (horses) and about the
permanent trade flow in this region.

Certain connections are suggested by some quantity of artifacts that cause no
doubts about the location of their origin. Importantly, those artifacts are not objects
of exchange — trade. First of all, those include stone originating from Asia Minor
(the Aegean area), which had come to the region as a piece of ballast in the process
of sea traveling. Finds of that group include bones of a dolphin, remainders of the
sailors’ food during the voyages. Raisin stones could also have been the sailors’ food
or an additional object of trade. An imported wolverine skull had been probably
used for votive purposes by the migrants (travelers, merchants) themselves. Migra-
tion of bearers of this culture, not the technologies as such, is suggested by anthro-
pological data (skulls in cult burials). One can argue about the migration of master
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Fig. 7. “Dykyi Sad” fortress, Mykolayiv. Absolute dates

house-builders who had known the technology of building adobe walls on stone ba-
sements with the use of a regular brick-mould system, earlier unknown in the region.

3. DATING THE SETTLEMENT AND ARCHITECTURAL CONSTRUCTIONS

The lifetime of the monument, according to '*C dating, falls within the range
of 1250 — 900 cal. BC (Fig. 7). Generally, the lifetime of the monument, according
to both the *C and the typological dating falls within the range of the late 13th
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century to the 12th century BC (C, some forms of ceramics). The foundation dates
back to the mid 12th century — mid11th century (**C), the 10th century is the top
date taken by some ceramic shapes, related by the typological methodology to the
10th century (or possibly to the early 9th century) BC, (the so-called “Cimmerian
steppe” ceramics are known more commonly by the burial mound graves). There
is no doubt about the monument’s lifetime within such a broad time range. The
remainders of housing and production constructions that had existed practically at
the same time, bear traces of repair works and re-planning; therefore, it is quite
realistic that the monument could have existed for more than 300 years.

Most of the dug-in constructions of the “citadel” and the “posad” had been
in the form of occupied housing [Gorbenko 2007]. They were built in the shape
of a rectangle with rounded corners and stretched in a long axis along the Ingul
River and have preserved stone masonry fragments (socle constructions and facade
coating). The sizes of the rooms ranged from 4-6 to 7-8 meters, made up to (.8-1.1
meters deep. The ground constructions were used by the local dwellers as econo-
mic constructions cattle enclosures, workshops and storage facilities. Some of these
rooms contained remainders of stone basements of the walls (socle constructions),
which had been made of local limestone in one row, from two to five layers with
bonding elements. The roofs had been made single-sloped or double-sloped and
the stamped-down floor had borne traces of many layers of clay applied to it. The
economic/ household, ritual and pole pits, and open hearths had been located at
floor level in the buildings. The pits, as well as the foundation pits of the buildings,
had been filled with ceramics, animal bones; some ritual (cult) pits had been pur-
posefully filled with clean soil and sometimes contained human skulls without the
lower jaw, turtle shells and small “fortune-telling” stones

The cult complexes of the fortress’s “citadels” were deepened constructions
with adobe walls and stone wall foundations (facing and socles). The roofs were
double-sloped and the stamped-down floors had traces of a more accurate clay
covering. There were ritual pits at the floor level of the constructions. The filling
of the pits contained, in various compositions, human skulls, turtle shells, animal
bones, early ceramic vessels, and stones. Most such pits were covered with fire-beds
[Gorbenko 2001].

Of particular interest is the earliest ritual — a cult complex that consisted of
an oval room with two large fire-beds at both sides of the entrance and a ramp,
about 1 meter wide, specially cut into the slope. The declivity angle of the ramp was
about 30 degrees, while its long axis was aimed at the summer sunrise (observation
made on June 21). Analysis of the cult rooms of the settlement’s citadel allows the
conclusion that its dwellers had regularly practiced various rituals connected with
worshiping the sun, the moon and fire (the ritual pits, the cult ramp), had honoured
the spirits of their ancestors and heroes (burial of skulls in special pits) and had
practiced the cult of cattle-breeding fertility [Gorbenko 2001].
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The settlement’s fortifications consisted of two moats (the outer moat around
the settlement and the central moat around the “citadel”). The outer moat went
along the south-west — north-east axis. Its researched part is 45 meters long, 2-3
meters wide and 1.2 — 1.3 meters deep from the mainland soil level (the other part
of the moat was destroyed by contemporary constructions). The filling contained
fragments of ceramic pottery, stone working tools, a fragment of a celt casting mo-
uld, animal bones, and a cattle horn. The south-eastern wall of the moat contained
massive limestone slabs (the stones had slid down into the moat).

The stone slabs displayed slight traces of processing where they had been sli-
ghtly hewn. Given the location of the slabs, one may assume them to have been the
facing of the inner wall of the moat. It is also possible that the facing had served
the function of a foundation of a fence or a defense (fortification) wall. Judging
by the nature of the obstructions, the stone laying had consisted of three or four
layers. The slabs had been presumably laid on a clay-mud mixture with elements of
strengthening “bandaging”. The moat surrounding the “citadel” of the fortified set-
tlement with a large curve had stretched along the south-east — north-west axis. The
researched part of the moat was 80 meters long (the total length had been about
120 — 130 meters), 5 meters wide, and 2.5 — 3 meters deep below the mainland soil
level. The moat had been filled with an ash layer rich in ceramics, stone, horn and
animal bone tools, bronze, animal and fish bones, and human skulls and bones. In
the lower part of the moat there were preserved slabs that had served as a facing
of the moat’s inner wall.

The eastern part of the excavated section of the moat contained an intact
original construction that consisted of large limestone slabs, provisionally interpre-
ted as a bridge. The construction, rectangular in projection, stretched across the
moat along the north — south line with a slight deflection to the north — east.
Its dimensions were 3.64 x 2.0 meters, and the central part — due to the shift
of the slabs — was 1.4 meters wide. The bridge presented itself as double-facade
brickwork. The inner part of the foundation of the bridge, most probably, served
the function of casing for the outer walls of the construction, and the traces of
burning, where remainders of ceramics of the Belozerka type and animal bones
at the bottom under the central part of the basement, point to traces of a cer-
tain ritual that involved making a building sacrifice. It is possible the sacrifice had
been made in the ceramic vessels, which had been placed into the foundation of
the stone construction in order to give sacral strength and power to the construc-
tion.

Judging by the construction of the stone foundation, the bridge had proba-
bly been made of wood and served for entering the “citadel”. The upper part of
a human skull, buried at the bottom of the moat and accompanied by ceramics
of the Belozerka culture, a laying technique used to build the bridge construction
and the finds (ceramics, bone tools) — all leave no doubts about the age of the set-
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tlement’s fortification constructions as definitely belonging to the late Bronze Age
[Gorbenko et al. 2005].

The finds made in the studied area of the “posad” included a fortification
moat with remainders of stone facing, 11 “rooms” located at the ground level and
slightly or significantly deepened constructions. Among those constructions there
were household/economic premises: cellars, repositories, adobe-walled houses with
remainders of stone constructions, three housekeeping pits and an economic ground
containing 21 pits (both housekeeping and ritual/cult ones). The pits were located
on a flat ground between the huts, thus making a kind of central economic square of
the “posad”. The pits contained fragments of ceramic pots, animal and fish bones,
remainders of charred seeds of common millet, “dvuzernianka” wheat (Triticum
dicoccum), common grape vine (vitis vinifera) and charcoal.

Therefore, the architectural composition of the “Dykyi Sad” allows defining it
as a fortified settlement, a “town” with the full set of definitions of that socio-econ-
mic structure that includes the ‘citadel’, the “posad”, the “slobodka” behind the outer
moat, the cult and administrative and craft structures. Furthermore, the monument’s
materials displayed differences in the social purposefulness of individual complexes,
which could be defined by the compositions of food (judging by the bone remnants),
the selections of ceramic vessels, the level of “comfort” of the rooms and the number
of various facilities, like the cellar pits, stove-pits in a number of premises, the
variety of distinct cults that had not duplicated each other but determined the
complex life cycle connected to protective magic (human skulls, anthropomorphous
stellae, specific animals, fire rites) and most probably trade and fertility cults (stone
phallus models). In addition, the settlement’s materials contained objects bearing
traces of a sign/symbol system (ceramic “tags”). The symbols on them, resembling
the linear “B” writing, had been made with the help of three kinds of pigment paint
[Grebennikov 1996].

Taking into account the presence of the Belozerka Steppe ceramics, it is possible
to argue about the co-existence of the “Dykyi Sad” dwellers with bearers of that cul-
ture for as long as up to the beginning of the Iron Age in this region in 900 — 800 BC.

4. CAUSES OF EMERGENCE OF THE SETTLEMENT

The emergence of the monument was prompted by two reasons. First, a sub-
jective geographic one as mentioned above, namely it was the highest point of the
Black Sea shore with the exit to convenient watersheds and, unlike the Trasniestria
(the Thracian world) and the Dnieper area (Eastern — Eurasian steppes), the Bug
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region was thinly, specifically populated as a border (buffer) territory between the
sedentarised Central Europe and nomadised Eurasia Steppe. Moreover, this was the
shortest way to a direct watershed between the Southern Bug and the Dniester rivers
with a watershed leading to the most convenient exits to Central and Northern Eu-
rope. Both from the West and from the East the hydrographic network for the Nor-
thward way by land is so confusing and complex that the watershed had been used
from the Neolith epoch to Middle Ages, among others by Sarmatians to reach Cen-
tral Europe (Hungary) and by Goths to the Northern Pontic area and the Crimea.

The reasons for the creation of such routes was the search for convenient
ways to the Volhynia and Baltic deposits of amber. In addition, it was a convenient
trans-shipment point of the ground — sea route and the crossroads of the east-west
to north-south routes, as discussed above.

The objects remaining from the start of exploration of the territory included
a building with a “ramp” and a lower cultural layer of the outer moat, separated
with a hiatus from the upper layer of the filling. The ceramic material in those
objects was typologically earlier in composition.

The second main stage was represented by the existing system of city planning
of a “citadel”, a moat, the “suburbs”, the “posad” (a small semi-urban settlement)
— which corresponds with the classical definition of the notion of a “city”, “cives”.
Several objects displayed traces of destruction and fire. The filling of the rooms
and the moat contained fragments of human skulls and individual human bones.
However, the absence of arrow-heads in the cultural layer does not allow discussion
of a possible military assault of the settlement.

The recorded traces of secondary use of earlier destroyed constructions, with
the building of lighter wattled or cane-like walls, and the presence of ceramics typical
for the steppe burial mounds of a later period, point to changes in the region with
the beginning of the Iron Age. Recorded artefacts prove that the “Dykyi Sad” as
a social-economic centre, a settlement, ceased to exist and was used as a traditional
administrative and cult centre for long-distance trade connections. This point is also
supported by the practical lack of materials in the upper layer of the moat filling.

Further archaeological studies of the monument will allow finally to identify the
place of the settlement in the region’s cultural and chronological scheme. The fact
that the steppe surrounding the “Dykyi Sad “settlement (at its late stage) belonged
to the Cimmerian culture allows its identification with the “city of the Cimmerian
people” mentioned by Herodotus. The city dwellers reportedly maintained close
economic, cultural and political contacts with the surrounding populations of an-
cient Oecumena.

Translated by Inna Pidluska
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Fig. 3. ‘The router of the
Argonauts’ journey according to
S. Czarnowski [Czarnowski
1937/1956 — visualization by the
present authors]

Fig. 3. ‘The Route of the Argonauts’ Journey
According to S. Czarnowski {Czarnowski
1937/1956 — visualization by the present authors].
Legend: 1 —routes, 2 — routes?
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