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Editor’s Foreword

As regards the identification of the early forms of Europe’s long-distance ro-
utes, the area lying between the Baltic and Black seas can be said to be one of
relative neglect. Specifically, little research has been devoted to the development
stages of the area’s socio-cultural map, i.e. to neighbourly forays, itineraries, ro-
utes (of varied continuity, range and transport technique), stable segments of roads
leading to water crossings, networks of fords and the communication channels run-
ning along watersheds. The foremost issue, at present one of great difficulty with
respect to a study embracing the whole region in question, is the cultural context
of these innovations and the related mechanisms that saw their creation in regard
to the socio-economic basis and ritual-epistemological nature of ancient peoples in
these regions.

The study by Marija Gimbutas [Gimbutas 1965] of ‘amber routes’, joining the
west and east of Europe, may be considered the first attempt to tackle the issue of
the region’s early communication channels and was accordingly referred to in the
analyses of the distribution of stone ‘fluted maces’, regarded as hypothetical mar-
kers of Baltic-Pontic routes [Kosko 2001; 2002]. Generally, this conceptual leaven
can be said to have provided broader intellectual stimuli for the international aca-
demic community of ‘Archaeology Bimaris’. The turning point in the nascent study
of ancient routes has been thus given a clear framework: an inter-university and
interdisciplinary discussion (see the Poznafi-Obrzycko symposium Routes Between
the Seas: Baltic-Bug-Boh (Southern Bug)-Pont held in October 2008).

The papers included in this volume are a partial record of the discussion. The
intentional selectiveness here is seen therefore in the conscious limitation of the
scope of papers (‘piecemeal’ treatment of linguistic or ethnological and anthropo-
logical analyses). Moreover, there is a special focus on one of the inter-regional
routes, namely the Baltic-Bug-Boh (Southern Bug)-Pont, or more specifically, its
early evidence (generally speaking, prior to — widely known to the academia — its
use in the times of Goth migrations).



Editorial comment

1. All dates in the B-PS are calibrated [BC; see: Radiocarbon vol. 28, 1986, and
the next volumes]. Deviations from this rule will be point out in notes [bc].

2. The names of the archaelogical cultures and sites are standarized to the English
literature on the subject (e.g. M. Gimbutas, J. P. Mallory). In the case of a new
term, the author’s original name has been retained.

3. The spelling of names of localities having the rank of administrative centres
follows official, state, English language cartographic publications (e.g. Ukraine,
scale 1 : 2 000 000, Kiev: Mapa LTD, edition of 1996; Respublika BELARUS’,
REVIEW-TOPOGRAPHIC MAP, scale 1:1 000 000, Minsk: BYELORUSSIAN
CARTOGRAPHIC AN GEODETIC ENTERPISE, edition 1993).

4. As far as names of administrative units in Polish, Ukrainian, Belarusian and
English are concerned, a convention has been adopted that wojewddztwo =
oblast = region and powiat = raion = district.
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Aleksander Kosko, Viktor I. Klochko

TRANSIT ROUTES BETWEEN THE BALTIC AND BLACK
SEAS: EARLY DEVELOPMENT STAGES - FROM THE 3RD
TO THE MIDDLE OF THE 1ST MILLENNIUM BC.

AN OUTLINE OF RESEARCH PROJECT

The question of (long-distance) transit routes has arisen from the discussions
held among scholars contributing to Baltic-Pontic Studies and Archaeologia Bimaris
and focusing on the mechanisms of cultural pattern circulation along the borderland
between the East and West of Europe. We have arrived at a conclusion that it will
be interesting to document in this volume of Baltic-Pontic Studies the current state
of research into the said question and discuss desired forms of research projects
dealing with transit routes that would be feasible to carry out by archaeological
research centres located between the seas.

1. ROUTES OF PREHISTORIC TIMES - COGNITIVE LIMITATIONS

Prehistoric routes can be viewed from two analytical perspectives: natural-scien-
ce one (studies of natural routes) and historical (studies of historical routes). Both
perspectives go beyond archaeologists’ field of study but they can inspire both of
them or rather programme them by submitting specific research requests. This is
exactly what happens in the project being contemplated here.

Traditionally, inspirations for the study of early long-distance routes came from
ancient and medieval history, and palaeophysiography (chiefly palaeohydrography).
It was only the combination of these two research experiences that produced hypo-
theses noticed and made use of by archaeologists. The methodology for the study
of transit routes was developed in reference to districts mentioned early in written
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Fig. 1. Routes between the Seas: Boh/Southern Bug — Bug — Wieprz — middle/lower Vistula. Legend:
1 — Greek colonies on the northern shores of the Black Sea

records or charted on maps. In the case of Europe, this refers chiefly to its part
covered by the Roman Empire.

Historical transit routes are much harder to trace in the area lying between
the Baltic and Black seas, deep into the Barbaricum, i.e. far away from Roman
Empire limites, hence outside its civilization impact that could be observed in the
early forms of the western European Middle Ages.

With respect to ‘roads’ associated with the Baltic-Bug-Boh/Southern Bug-Black
Sea route, the oldest records appear in the 5th century BC and refer to episodes rela-
ted to Greek penetration. What is specifically mentioned is the Black Sea (‘steppe’)
segment of the Boh River (Hypanis) at the mouth of which Olbia was founded
(Fig. 1) [Herodot IV; cf. Plezia 1964: 234-235]. Any maps are available only for the
17th century, giving the courses of the so-called black routes: migrations by Cossacks
towards centres located in the Baltic drainage [Atlas 2005: 52] (Fig. 2). The Baltic
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Fig. 2. ‘Black routes’ of Cossacks in the Boh drainage: a 17th century map [Atlas 2005]

section of the route is mentioned in records beginning only with the 11th century
[cf. Rozwadowski 1948: 241-243], whereas the earliest cartographic representations
of the Vistula-Bug section were charted only in the 18th century prompted by the
“demand for Volhynia grain transported by waterways from the port in Uscilug on
the Bug River to Gdafisk.” [Rakowski 2005: 27; cf. Stownik 1880: 452 — “already in
Galicia floating of rafts with barrels, staves and grain begins; for lighters and other
barges navigation usually starts at Uscitug (.. .) all barges and lighters loaded with
grain sail down so that they drop anchor on the Narew River when the water is
high, in May at the latest, because later they would run aground”].

It follows from this general review that studies of prehistoric routes, criss-cros-
sing the lands between the Baltic and Black seas, did not have any clear historic
inspirations. This is true for all alternative courses of the routes. Also, no specific
palaeophysiographic studies of natural routes, water, land and water-land ones, have
been carried out so far.
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Fig. 3. ‘The route of the Argonauts’ journey according to S. Czarnowski [Czarnowski 1937/1956 —
visualization by the present authors]

2. ROUTES BETWEEN THE SEAS - MYTHOLOGICAL INSPIRATIONS?

The only source of information from antiquity concerning early transit routes
or trails crossing the lands between the Baltic and Black seas can be found in the
myth of the Argonauts [Graves 1974: 52ff.]. In the dominating, simplified interpre-
tation, the myth concerns: “the journey of the Argonauts who sailed up the Tanais
River (Don), then carried their ship over land to the river flowing into the Nor-
thern Ocean and after sailing around the northern and western shores of Europe,
they reached the Mediterranean” [Kolendo 1987: 195; cf. Cieszewska ..., in this
volume]. It is interesting that an attempt to trace accurately the route, using ar-
chaeological techniques and materials (i.e. taking into account a rich set of sources
dating back to different times and originating in the area in question) was made by
S. Czarnowski in 1937. S. Czarnowski, a historian of culture and sociologist, claimed
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that, viewing the Argonauts’ journey from an interdisciplinary perspective (Fig. 3),
another route could be traced as well: “It followed the lower Don, moved to its
right-bank tributary, the Donets, to proceed up this river until it reached a point
closest to the Dnieper, which could be reached — without encountering any natural
obstacles — via a short and easy land route across steppes (. ..).

The route reached the Dnieper close to today’s Kiev to follow the river up-
stream. The route could be continued along the Pripet River only to switch to the
Neman River taking advantage of — we presume — the Yasiolda River and Lake
Wygonowskie. It is here that (...) one should look for Herodotus’ information on
the lake from which the Borysthenes (Dnieper) was supposed to flow. Alternatively,
instead of switching to the Pripet, goods could continue to move along the Dnie-
per as far as the Berezina River to reach the Neman or its tributary, the Neris”
[Czarnowski 1956: 257; originally written in 1937]. The author stresses the fact that
in “all versions of the return journey, the Argonauts, fleeing ships pursuing them,
always choose routes paved by trade” [Czarnowski 1956: 250].

From this perspective, as a piece of evidence, arguing in favour of identi-
fying the Boh River as an important route into the interior of the Black Sea
steppe-forest-steppe, can be taken the foundation of Olbia in the river’s estuary
in the middle of the 7th century BC by Greeks from Anatolia’s Miletus (Fig. 1).
Dating back to the 5th century BC, Herodotus’ description [Herodot 1959] ranks
the city among the most important Greek colonies on the Black Sea. Olbia is often
termed “gates to the steppes of the North”, whence timber and iron (bog iron ore)
were imported to the colony [King 2006: 43 ff.]. For the upper Boh drainage, north
of the Black Sea, was abundant in these goods [Denisik 1998: 70, 76 — discovery of
a canoe for transporting bog iron ore, which could take a load of 300-400 kg, made
in the Vinnitsa district].

3. PREHISTORIOGRAPHY OF ROUTES BETWEEN THE SEAS

The historical evidence discussed above can hardly be found in the first compre-
hensive approach to the question of early transit routes connecting the East and west
of Europe, developed by M. Gimbutas [Gimbutas 1965: Fig. 15]. Her approach igno-
res inspirations arising out of Greek sources (the Don, Boh), focusing directly on
archaeological evidence from the 3rd/2nd — 2nd millennium BC. This includes object
markers (putative ‘imports’) from the East European Plain [Gimbutas 1965: 471f.; cf.
earlier analyses: e.g. Tallgren 1925; Czarnowski 1956: 255ff.]. The outline of routes,
making up the central European network and facilitating the exchange of amber
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Fig. 4. ‘Amber routes’, according to M. Gimbutas [Gimbutas 1965]

and copper, was joined by M. Gimbutas to the eastern European centres of civiliza-
tion, taken to be especially significant for the development of mining and processing
of copper. They were located chiefly on the Caucasus or the southern Urals. Con-
siderably less legitimate arguments served to stress the culture-making role of the
northern shores of the Black Sea. After forty years of applying and transforming the
approach (e.g. an expanding approach by W. Sarnowska [Sarnowska 1975: Fig. 11]
much promoted in Polish archaeology), despite several major adjustments in the as-
sessment of source evidence [see, for instance, new explorations of significant centres
of copper procurement in the drainages of the Horyn and Dniester rivers, on the
middle Dnieper and especially on the Donets River: Klochko et al. 2000; Brovender
2006], it has kept power to inspire, which the present authors wish to acknowledge.

The question of transit routes joining the Baltic and Black seas was given ano-
ther chance to show its research appeal, owing to projects launched jointly by the
archaeological centres of Belarus, Poland and Ukraine after the disintegration of
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Fig. 5. Long-distance routes of the 2nd millennium BC according to A. Kosko [Kosko 2002]. Legend:
1 — M. Gimbutas’s approach (see Fig. 4); 2 — amendments by the author; 3 — locations of fluted maces
finds

the Soviet Union. A major research objective was to study the cultural borderland
between the East and West of Europe. This objective has led to the emergence
of a specialist area of study known as Archaeology Between the Seas [cf. a se-
ries of papers in Archaeologia Bimaris: Ko§ko, Czebreszuk 1998; Czebreszuk et al.
2001; Kosko, Szmyt 2004a; Krywalcewicz 2007]. Scholars working in this area began
to register markers of the cultural contact, covering also many informal collec-
tions of artefacts (see, for instance, the Polish-Ukrainian search of museums and
para-museums performed in the Boh drainage — chiefly middle and lower — in 2003).

The first paper written in the academic climate favouring Archaeology Between
the Seas, initiating the subject of insignia markers of Pontic-Baltic transit routes,
was a study of the forms of fluted maces [Kosko 2002] (Fig. 5). An analysis of distri-
bution of the maces (type B) justified distinguishing five potential alternative routes
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that hypothetically ran along water courses identified as communication arteries in
historical times or in connection with their basins — watersheds:

a. Boh — Bug — Wieprz — Vistula (possibly continued along Vistula — Neman);

b. Boh — Bug —Vistula (Vistula — Neman);

c. Dnieper (or Ingul — Dnieper) — Pripet — Bug — Vistula (Vistula — Neman);

d. Dnieper (Ingul-Dnieper) — Berezina — Neman;

e. Dnieper (Ingul-Dnieper) — Berezina — Neris — Neman.

Upon correlating the alternative routes suggested above with the environmen-
tal- cultural background, it is possible to group them into two variants (and putative
development stages at the same time):

¢ ‘Boh route’ — expeditions across treeless or strongly deforested areas (variants
a-b; representing an earlier development stage), and

e ‘Dnieper route’ — expeditions crossing in part the taiga (variants c-e; repre-
senting a later development stage) [Kosko 2002: 71].

The cited approach lacked the sixth of the possible route variants — which was
present in M. Gimbutas’s proposal — i.e. Dniester — San — Vistula. The reason was
the then absence of fluted mace evidence.

4. HOW SHOULD WE STUDY THE ROUTES BETWEEN THE SEAS NOW?

A tentative answer to this question should be found at this symposium. Strictly
speaking, it is devoted to reviewing experience and outlining a new strategy or
necessary research initiatives.

The most glaring omissions concern interdisciplinary studies of ‘natural routes’
and the application of historico-geographical or historico-linguistic findings to the
recording and constructing of specific routes or inland roads in both lands lying
between the Seas and in adjacent Civilizations, i.e. the Near East or the Aegean.
The prehistoric transit routes, as they are now ‘objectively’ documented, should
be corroborated by other types of evidence drawn from natural sciences, history,
linguistics and anthropology.

An assertion must be accepted claiming that the early forms of prehistoric ro-
utes emerged by adapting to a specific biocultural landscape and their ‘foundation
charters’ formed a permanent part of its mythological image. Hence, it should not
be surprising that we find similarities in ford locations or road courses between
the 3rd millennium BC and the medieval/modern times [cf. investigations in the
Noteé¢ River valley: Machajewski, Rola 2006 and in the Dzierzgofi River valley:
Sadowska-Topor 1999]. There are, thus, different potential mechanisms of unco-
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Lukyanivska Mogila

Bronocice
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Fig. 6. Wagons of the loess lands of the upper Vistula drainage (Funnel Beaker culture — Bronocice,
ca. 3650 BC) and of the steppe of the Ingul drainage (Pit-Grave culture — Lukyanivska Mogila, 3rd
millennium BC) [Milisauskas, Kruk 1991; Otroshchenko 2005b]

vering prehistoric reality and verifying hypotheses built in this way. They include
archaeological methods, also non-invasive ones, like aerial photography [for current
experiences see Nowakowski et al. 2005].

5. TIME PERSPECTIVE OF THE 3RD MILLENNIUM BC

The choice of the 3rd millennium BC as the time when the network of transit
routes began to stabilize and roads began to be built relies on two observations. First,
bilateral transit routes emerged in the area between the Seas at that time, which
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initially involved the GAC [cf. Ko§ko 1990; Szmyt 1999a; 2004b]. Second, wheel
transport became more common, especially on old upland plains, since around 3500
BC [Shilov 1975; Milisauskas, Kruk 1991; Pustovalov 2008] (Fig. 6).

This is also a period of a rapid development — on an inter-regional and inter-cul-
tural scale — of insignia-like objects made chiefly of stone and flint (‘lithic’). Poten-
tially, they have a high diagnostic value for identifying transit routes or population
movements: one-way, reciprocal and bilateral ones. They involved circulation of
human groups of varied descent specializing in the exchange of specific materials
and products (nascence of trade). The lists of such markers shall be presented and
submitted for discussion in successive papers.

6. CONCLUSIONS

The above findings, however, are not conclusive as to the existence in the
area between the Baltic and Black seas — in the time interval focused on at this
conference — of long-distance transit routes. Likewise, it is hard to assess the degree
of continuity of ‘route behaviour’ observed now.

For the first problem that still remains unsolved is what materials or products
(archaeologically identifiable or ‘discreet’, e.g. salt), especially what values, triggered
the formation of transit routes between the Seas beginning with the 3rd millennium
BC. However, one has to point out at the outset a significant restriction on the
suggested research following from the shortage of specialists who could give sup-
port to the linguistic and anthropological aspects of the desired investigations. This
remains an important submission for the future.

Translated by Piotr T. Zebrowski
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