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Editor’s Foreword

The articles presented in vol. 19 Baltic-Pontic Studies (BPS) continue the
discussion on ‘Pontic Early Bronze Age Civilisations’ and their role in the cultur-
al development of prehistoric communities in the Baltic drainage basin or more
broadly speaking, present-day central-eastern Europe at the turn of the 3rd mill.
through to the 2nd mill. BC. Related issues have been examined in depth in previ-
ous BPS volumes, notably 11, 14 and 18 respectively.

The scholarly discussion that constitutes this publication can be divided into
two major research questions:

1) evidence of hypothetical markers of Pontic cultures and their attempts at an
autogenetic interpretation:

Late Eneolithic and Early Bronze Age taxa for Tripolie culture, Phase CII and
Early Bronze Age cultures such as Pit Grave, Catacomb and Babyno in the Baltic
basin. These in turn may be divided geographically: physiographic-cultural, Old
Upland (Piotr Wtodarczak) and Lowland — Silva (Aleksander Kosko)

2) the adaptation of Pontic cultural models in terms of differentiated forms of
‘neighbours’ cohabitation’:

taxonomically differentiated communities from the Baltic and Black Sea bor-
derlands (Jerzy Libera, Jan Machnik, Marzena Szmyt, Halina Taras, Stanistaw
Wilk and Anna ZakoScielna).

The present volume of BPS 19 was made possible due to the generous finan-
cial support given for undertaking scholarly investigation and associated editing,
as well as administration under the aegis of grants from the National Science
Centre (no. 2011/01/M/HS3/02142) and the National Programme for the Devel-
opment of the Humanities (no. (108/NPH3/H12/82/2014).

Professors Viktor 1. Klochko and Przemystaw Makarowicz kindly reviewed
this publication.



Editorial comment

L

All dates in the B-PS are calibrated [BC; see: Radiocarbon vol. 28, 1986,
and the next volumes]. Deviations from this rule will be point out in notes
[be].

The names of the archaelogical cultures and sites are standarized to the
English literature on the subject (e.g. M. Gimbutas, J.P. Mallory). In the
case of a new term, the author’s original name has been retained.

The spelling of names of localities having the rank of administrative cen-
tres follows official, state, English language cartographic publications (e.g.
Ukraine, scale 1 : 2 000 000, Kyiv: Mapa LTD, edition of 1996; Réspublika
BELARUS’, REVIEW-TOPOGRAPHIC MAP, scale 1:1 000 000, Minsk:
BYELORUSSIAN CARTOGRAPHIC AN GEODETIC ENTERPISE, edition
1993).
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Jan Machnik

TRANSFER OF IDEAS AND CULTURAL (TAXONOMIC)
TRAITS BETWEEN THE VISTULA AND DNIEPER

IN THE LATE NEOLITHIC. ARCHAEOLOGICAL
EVIDENCE ON SUBCARPATHIAN PLATEAUS

1. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

One of the most important objectives of any researcher of culture, including
prehistorians, is to explain the mechanisms and flow (dissemination) directions of
both grand ideas and those cultural traits which serve as the basis for distinguishing
individual, sometimes even very small, units within archaeological cultural divi-
sions. Whereas ideas, read from excavated sources and concerning chiefly albeit
not only the so-called spiritual sphere (including funeral), cover as a rule large
areas and may be common to many units of the cultural divisions, taxonomic traits,
seen as principal markers of such units in the eyes of archaeologists, most likely
served at the same time as signs (according to Bogatyriew’s structural conception),
differentiating between individual, even small human groups [Bogatyriew 1979].

Ideas, such as those of the megalithic tomb, barrow, a specific type of dwelling
or an implement, spread no doubt in various ways in prehistoric times. One such
way may have been diffusion processes but convergence also had a share in this
respect. It is likely that in the same way some single taxonomic traits spread, such
as certain ornamental motifs, artefact forms or technological methods. This is not
true, however, for an entire ‘package’ of structurally related traits, forming grounds
for distinguishing a given taxonomic unit within archaeological cultural divisions
or some human group. The discovery by an archaeologist of such a ‘package’ (e.g.
in grave goods) in a given place testifies to the presence in this place of people (or
a person), identifying themselves with the traits included in the ‘package’ [Mach-
nik, Bagiriska, Koman 2009: 255]. Hence, the territorial expansion of a taxonomic
unit, characterized by an entire ‘trait package’ [Machnik 2006], must be considered
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as a reflection of the movement of groups of humans or individuals carrying with
them (recorded in their memories) only the ‘models’ of the traits of such a ‘pack-
age’. In the case of individual people, the evidence of their presence in a given
place need not necessarily be the entire ‘package’ of traits but only one of its major
components, containing, however, a complete set of ‘internal’ traits of such a com-
ponent. For instance, in the case of pottery, these include both stylistic (form and
ornament) and technological traits (composition of temper in clay, degree of firing
and the character, i.e. the finishing of inner and outer surfaces). Of course, we have
often to do with import only, especially of tools, ornaments and other goods made
of durable materials. Such objects could spread in various ways. Only rarely does
this concern Neolithic vessels which could not be transported over longer distanc-
es due to their technical characteristics. This is particularly true for those vessels
which were deposited in Corded Ware culture (CWC) graves. These vessels more
often that not did not bear any traces of prior use, which means they had been made
for funeral purposes only.

Under certain circumstances, cultural taxonomic traits, being a marker of
a given human group, could be imitated by its neighbours, sharing a different cul-
tural tradition or representing a different unit of archaeological cultural divisions in
any case. Such imitation could be an attempt to copy, often very accurately for that
matter, many alien but for some reason attractive traits (as is the case with so-called
novelties) or to emulate only some of such traits and variously combine them with
one’s own. The latter case is an example of cultural syncretism, a phenomenon
commonly encountered in studying archaeological sources, including those origi-
nating with the period under discussion [Machnik, Bagifiska, Koman 2009: 255].

The Late Neolithic and the Early Bronze Age (i.e. the 3rd and the first half of
the 2nd millennia BC) over large expanses of Europe witnessed accelerated, fre-
quently quite radical changes, including cultural ones, following largely from the
transformations of agriculture, taking place already earlier, in the 4th millennium
BC. These resulted in an increasing mobility of human groups, especially those
deriving their subsistence mainly from the herding of cattle and small ruminants.
With time, this form of subsistence must have become nomadic, semi-nomadic or
seasonal pastoralism [Kruk 2009]. This certainly contributed towards the dissemi-
nation, much quicker than in previous periods, of both grand ideas (e.g. concerning
the form of graves) and entire trait packages, developed within specific human
groups and providing not only grounds for archaeological taxonomic divisions but
also being real markers (identification signs), as mentioned earlier, distinguishing
these groups from others. In the period straddling the Neolithic and the Bronze
Age, another stimulus to the flow of all kinds of information (including, of course,
cultural traits) came from the search for deposits of important raw materials, (for
instance, flint deposits as flint was necessary to make all kinds of points), and espe-
cially copper deposits. Furthermore, information exchange was by the distribution
of objects made of such materials not only by individuals who specialized in such
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Map 1. Map of soils in south-eastern Poland, according to Skiba et al. [2011]. The square box
marks the area of the Kariczucka Plateau (a). A section of the hypsometric map of south-eastern Po-
land (b). The square box marks the area where Corded Ware culture necropoles were discovered in
the vicinity of the villages of Szczytna, Jarostaw District, and Mirocin, Przeworsk District. Legend:
1 — unexplored barrows, 2 — explored sites, 3 — explored settlement sites different ages
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an activity but also by larger human groups (e.g. of the Funnel Beaker culture,
FBC).

2. NEW SOURCES FOR THE STUDY OF THE TRANSFER
OF IDEAS AND CULTURAL TRAITS

The phenomena and transformations mentioned earlier have attracted new in-
depth research in recent years, owing to the results of large-area rescue excavations
conducted along the section of the A4 motorway constructed between Przeworsk
and Radymno, southeast Poland [Machnik 2011]. The motorway section cut across
most of the southern edge of the Sandomierz Lowland, i.e. a loess areas known
as the Kanczucka Plateau or Rzeszéw Foothills (Map 1b) located in the left-bank
drainage basin of the San River. This small fertile microregion, adjoining the Car-
pathian step (Dynowskie Foothills), is mostly covered by a patch of anthropogenic
chernozem [Skiba et al. 2011: 28, Map 1a], supporting relics of steppe vegetation
[Makohonienko 2011]. The excavations uncovered an exceptional collection of pre-
historic and early medieval sites [see Czopek 2011], including cemeteries and sin-
gle graves of CWC people from the period under discussion. Their comprehensive
study has revealed, as we shall see, diverse traits that until then were associated with
entirely different areas within the great CWC range. Interestingly enough, the traits,
occurring together as grave goods in homogeneous closed assemblages (‘packag-
es’), in most cases come, as can be seen from substantial evidence, from a relatively
short period of the given culture’s lifetime. Certainly, they are reflections of some
important social or cultural processes, taking place at that time and, thus, they are
worth examining further.

The discussion, therefore, shall concentrate on the clusters of CWC graves,
making up small cemeteries in the vicinities of the villages of Szczytna, Jarostaw
District, and Mirocin, Przeworsk District, on the Kadczucka Plateau (Map 2). A full
scholarly monograph of the sites, co-authored inter alia by the present author, is
almost ready to be published in a series devoted to the ‘motorway’ investigation
project. Therefore, this paper shall present only the most important investigation
results for the questions mentioned above.

The cemeteries were located relatively close to one another on the tops of local
elevations (Map 2). The distance between two cemeteries located in the vicinity of
Szczytna (motorway sites 5 and 6) was about 0.2 km, while those located close to
Mirocin (motorway sites 24 and 27) were separated by 0.3 km. Furthermore, the
shortest distance between the cemeteries close to Szczytna (site 6) and those next
to Mirocin (site 24) was below 4 km (Map 2). Bearing in mind the topography of
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Map 2. Topography of the Corded Ware culture population necropoles in the vicinity of the vil-
lages of Szczytna, Jarostaw District, (sites 5 and 6) and Mirocin, Przeworsk District (sites 24 and 27)
on the Kaniczucka Plateau. The lines joining them indicate connections manifested by the occurrence
of markers of the same grave assemblage categories (section of the map in scale 1:25000)



Photo 1. Szczytna, Jarostaw District, site 6. Levelled by ploughing, a large Corded Ware culture
barrow (no. 1), close to which a necropolis of this culture formed, is shown prior to (a) and in the
course of (b) excavations. Photo by Hozer and Machnik
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Fig. 1. Szczytna, Jarostaw District, site 6: a — distribution of Corded Ware culture (red one) and
Mierzanowice culture (green one) population graves close the large levelled barrow 1, b — horizontal
projection and vertical cross-section of grave 16 (can be within another barrow) of the Corded Ware
culture and its grave goods
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the area, it cannot be ruled out that there are still uncovered clusters of CWC graves
located somewhere between the two localities but outside the belt covered by the
‘motorway’ investigations.

The discovered cemeteries were located among the mounds of ancient bar-
rows, levelled by ploughing, that also belonged to the CWC. This was certainly the
case with site 6 in Szczytna where the remains of a large barrow mound (Photo 1)
have still survived. The central grave of the barrow was damaged by a large rob-
bing pit (Fig. 1a), the fill of which yielded shards of a clay amphora of an early
type, which must have been among its grave goods. We can presume that barrow
mounds once stood also on other sites mentioned earlier (site 5 in Szczytna and site
24 in Mirocin) because CWC niche graves there form a semicircle (they resemble
the arrangement of such graves on site 6 in Szczytna) or a crescent, corresponding
in all likelihood with the barrow outline (Fig. 1a). Hence, these graves are younger
than the barrows standing on these sites, with a possible exception being the pit
burial 16 (Fig. 1b), site 6 in Szczytna, which originally was covered by a small
barrow. On its limit, there had been placed, as in other cases, a niche grave (grave
84; Fig. 1a) whose grave goods (Fig. 6:5) exhibit clearly younger traits than those
found in grave 16.

3. CATEGORIES OF GRAVE ASSEMBLAGES

The grave goods found in the graves, for the most part niche ones, discovered
on the above-named sites, are relatively numerous and varied in terms of artefact
kinds. Besides vessels, often found in large numbers, flint artefacts, including axes,
and bone and shell objects, there are also copper goods which include ones whose
forms have not been encountered yet in published CWC materials (Fig. 6:2, 7).
Hence, burials with a single vessel or two vessels are among the exceptions. So
broad a spectrum of artefacts, including many vessels, with grave forms and fu-
nerary rites well defined, creates particularly favourable conditions for analyzing
them from many aspects and against a broad comparative background. For this
purpose, the assemblages of grave goods were divided into a number of categories
according mainly to specific types of pottery, ones that are the most numerous and
distinctive (in terms of form, ornamentation and technology).

One of such separate categories includes the only assemblage found in the
cemeteries in question, consisting of two vessels representing the grave goods of
grave 16, site 6, Szczytna, in all likelihood once covered by a barrow (Fig. 1b).
One of the vessels (Fig. 1b2) is a beaker, bearing the motif of a horizontal, densely
incised herringbone, typical mainly of the earlyCWC phase. Such beakers are en-
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Fig. 2. Szczytna, Jarostaw District, site 6: horizontal projection and cross-section of niche grave
150 of the Corded Ware culture and its grave goods
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Fig. 3. Comparison of Ksiginice Wielkie-type jugs from Corded Ware culture graves: A — jugs
on the Kaniczucka Plateau: 1 — Mirocin, Przeworsk District, site 24, grave 54, 2 — Szczytna, Jarostaw
District, site 5, grave 220, 3 — grave 217; B — selected jugs from western Matopolska Upland: 4,
5 — Zerniki Gérne, Busko Zdr6j District, grave 40, 6 — Kryspinéw, Krakéw District. [after Machnik
2011]

countered across the vast CWC range and have close analogies in the area bounded
by the upper Vistula, Bug and Dniester rivers. The other vessel, a small ampho-
ra with two elbow-like handles symmetrically placed at the base of a tall neck
and with an almost globular belly, decorated with oblique bands of incised lines
(Fig. 1b3) and short perpendicular ones [as on the vessels of the Funnel Beaker
culture' — Jazdzewski 1936, Tab. XIX, 357, XXX 722], follows a convention re-
sembling the ornaments of some vessels of the CWC older phase [SveSnikov 1974:
36, Fig. 5:5; Machnik, Pavliv, Petehyry¢ 2006b: 232, Fig. 3:1], but also those of
the Tripolie culture. It is with the latter culture that the amphora appears to be even
more strongly connected through its technology. It was made of well-washed clay
uniformly fired, as in the Tripolie culture, leaving it orange coloured. This tech-
nology has not been encountered so far in the CWC, at least in well-known grave
assemblages in the drainage basins of the upper Vistula and Dniester.

In another category, also represented in the cemeteries under discussion but
by a single burial only, may be included the assemblage from grave 150, site 6,
Szczytna (Fig. 2). In this case, however, it was a niche grave (Fig. 2) located some

! I rely in this respect on the opinion of Taras Tkachuk, an expert on Tripolie culture pottery, who saw the
vessel in the District Museum in Rzeszéw.
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Fig. 4. Comparison of assemblages with Ksiginice Wielkie-type Corded Ware culture vessels
co-occurring in a single grave assemblage. A — vessels on the Kariczucka Plateau: 1, 2 — Szczytna,
Jarostaw District, site 5, grave 220. B — Ksiaznice Wielkie, Proszowice District, grave 1. [after
Machnik 2011]

distance away from other graves on this site (Fig. 1a) and, possibly, placed on
the edge of an older barrow, which might have once stood there. The distinctive
marker of this assemblage is the only vessel found in this grave: a small S-profile
beaker with a marked bottom edge forming a foot. It bears a horizontal ornament
of a densely incised herringbone on the neck and a vertical one on the belly. The
ornaments are symmetrically placed, single and short (Fig. 2b1). Beakers of this
shape, representing a variety of type Il according to the classification of Machnik
[1966] and Wtodarczak [2006], are common in the CWC, especially in its older
chronological phases. Sometimes they bear ornaments on their bellies, as our spec-
imen does, of single, symmetrically placed motifs of incised herringbone [Wtodar-
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Fig. 5. Comparison of MDC-trait vessels in Corded Ware culture grave assemblages. A — vessels
on the Kariczucka Plateau: 1 — Mirocin, Przeworsk District, site 24, grave 54, 2 — site 27, grave 360
[after Machnik et al. 2009]; B — vessels on Grzeda Sokalska: 1, 2 — Hubinek, Tomaszéw Lubelski
District, site 4, barrow I, grave 2; C — vessels from eastern Sandomierz Lowland, Mtodéw, near Lu-
baczéw, Lubaczéw District. [after Machnik, Pilch 1997]

czak 2006: 277, Tab. LV 9]. The other components (Fig. 2b:2-4) of the assemblage
(oval bone pendants, a flint knife, a fragment of a wild boar tusk) are typical of
CWC grave goods, including (or maybe above all) of its older phases.

Subsequent assemblage categories can be studied not on single examples of
graves but on greater numbers of burials located on all four cemeteries covered
by this study. Their principal markers often occur in combination with markers of
other categories. Possibly the most typical category of the CWC cemeteries under
discussion is represented by assemblages comprising a beaker with a tall, cylindri-
cal neck whose slightly everted rim is decorated with horizontal bands of ‘broad’,
densely incised herringbone. Its shoulder is high and strongly marked (Fig. 1b: 1,
3, 5). These beakers, the greatest number of which were found on site 6, Szczytna,
although they occurred, as we shall see, on site 24, Mirocin, as well, were desig-
nated as the Szczyma type [Machnik, Bajda-Wesotowska, Hozer 2013]. As many as
three such vessels had been placed in ‘prince’ niche grave no. 4 together with two
other vessels (including a type II amphora with four handles joining two horizontal
cordons at the base of the neck), other goods, including copper ones among which
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Szczytna, site 6

grave 4

grave 84

" 2 grave 50
Mirocin,

site 24

7
grave 217

Szczytna, site 5

2 ¢
grave 54 grave 220

Fig. 6. Example of connections between grave assemblages with markers of various artefact
categories on Corded Ware culture population necropoles in the vicinity of the village of Szczytna,
Jarostaw District, and Mirocin, Przeworsk District, on the Kanczucka Plateau

there was a shaft-hole axe (Fig. 6:3), pointing to connections with the older forms
(Corbasca type) of Transylvania shaft-hole axes (Vulpe 1970, Fig. 3:42, 13). It is so
far the only such artefact found in a closed CWC grave assemblage [Machnik 2011].
The next category is made up of assemblages distinctively marked by one of
the following forms: a jug with a funnel-like neck and a single handle (Fig. 3:1,
2), a similar jug with two handles at the lip rim (Fig. 3:2) and an amphora with
horn-shaped, symmetrically-placed, vertically-perforated projections — ‘handles’
— protruding from a horizontal cord impressioning the upper part of the vessel, be-
low the base of a slender, funnel-shaped neck (Fig. 4:1, 6:5). Such forms have once
been classified as the Ksigznice Wielkie vessel type [Machnik 1966: 38-41]. In the
case of this assemblage category, registered also on the cemeteries in Szczytna
(site 5 and site 6) and on one cemetery in Mirocin (site 24), its marker in the form
of a vessel or vessels (Szczytna, site 5, grave 220) of the type named above, is ac-
companied among grave goods by other ceramic forms (for instance a Szczytna-ty-
pe beaker as we shall see) and goods made of other materials such as copper. The
latter include characteristic plates — perforated appliqué ornaments (Fig. 6:2, 7).
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A special category is formed by two assemblages containing a beaker whose
form, ornaments and, in one case, technology (Fig. 6:Al) clearly indicate connec-
tions to vessels characteristic of the Middle-Dnieper culture (MDC). The examples
include an assemblage from grave 54, site 24, Mirocin, (Fig. 6) and an assemblage
from a ‘younger’ burial in grave 360, site 27, in the same locality.? In in the for-
mer, a beaker displaying clear MDC traits was accompanied by six more vessels,
including one belonging to the Ksigznice Wielkie type, and a number of goods
made of other materials, such as copper plates — appliqué ornaments. In the latter
assemblage, of the three vessels, as many as two clearly had affinities with MDC
beakers (Fig. 6:A2). In addition, they were accompanied by other artefacts, for
instance, a boat-shape stone axe.

The last assemblage category is represented by several graves, the goods of
which include only vessels (both amphorae and beakers) common to the CWC,
including also the area bounded by the Vistula, Bug and Dniester rivers. However,
even among them a certain local as it were, trait can be noticed, namely the dec-
oration of the upper portion (close to the neck base) of some beakers or slender
amphorae with small knobs (Fig. 6:2, Map 4:i). A vessel with such knobs could be
also considered a marker of another assemblage category.

4. CONNECTIONS BETWEEN ASSEMBLAGE CATEGORIES

Among most assemblages classified by us to particular categories there are cer-
tain connections in all four grave clusters — small necropoles. They involve not only
a recurrence of the markers of the same category in many graves but also an occur-
rence of the markers of other categories (one, two or even three) in the assemblages
of one category in specific cases. These connections are found in assemblages (i.e.
among grave goods) within each cemetery and among them. Assemblages with a ce-
ramic marker of a single category are few. One of them is the assemblage discussed
earlier, found in grave 16, once likely covered by a barrow, and one in niche grave
150, site 6, Szczytna, and two other assemblages: one from pit grave 2 and the oth-
er from niche grave 56 on the same site. One more such assemblage comes from
niche grave 363, site 27, Mirocin. The markers of particular categories from the other
graves in the same assemblages, forming the grave goods of these graves.

Here are some examples of such co-occurrence of markers of particular cat-
egories in this type of assemblages. And so, on site 6, Szczytna, a characteristic

2 In grave 360 on this site, two human burials were discovered that most likely had been placed in it in a cer-
tain chronological sequence. They are carefully studied in the forthcoming publication devoted to ‘motorway’
investigation results obtained on sites 24 and 27, Mirocin (see introductory remarks).
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Szezytna-type beaker was deposited in niche grave 84 together with a Ksigznice
Wielkie-type amphora (Fig. 6:5), while on site 5 in the same locality, a KsigZnice
Wielkie-type jug, with two handles at the rim, edge was discovered in grave 217
together with an amphora, representing a category comprising vessels common in
the CWC (especially in its earlier phases) and popular in the area bounded by the
Vistula, Bug and Dniester rivers (Fig. 6:7). In similar ‘company’, as far as pottery
is concerned, two Ksiginice Wielkie-type vessels were discovered in grave 220,
site 5, Szczytna (Fig. 6:6): a jug and amphora, classical for this type. The amphora
had vertically-perforated, horn-shaped projections, protruding from a horizontal
cordon at the base of its neck. In turn, the same can be said about two classical
beakers, this time of the Szczytna-type, found in the same grave 50, site 24, Miro-
cin, together with one of the interesting (because of the place of handles) varieties
of type I CWC amphorae (Fig. 6:1).

A peculiar combination of markers of various assemblage categories was en-
countered in grave 54 on the same site in Mirocin. Apart from a classic Ksigznice
Wielkie-type jug, amphorae similar to those in the previously named assemblage
and beakers common to the CWC, we have in this case the marker of a familiar as-
semblage category (represented in grave 110, site, 24, Mirocin), comprising beak-
ers with their upper parts bearing a characteristic ornament of knobs, and a beaker
displaying MDC traits (Fig. 6:2). Thus, in a single grave assemblage, we encounter
markers of almost all distinguished assemblage categories in the cemeteries under
discussion, except for the category distinguished on the strength of its containing
an amphora exhibiting traits of the Tripolie culture (grave 16, site 6, Szczytna).

Hence, it can be seen that among a vast majority of assemblages assigned
to specific categories on the strength of a single marker — a characteristic vessel
form — there hold connections manifested by the presence of at least one marker of
another category and in various combinations for that matter. The connections are,
so to speak, reinforced by the occurrence in such assemblages of the same kinds
and types of objects, but made of different materials. Especially interesting is the
presence in two grave assemblages (grave 54, site 24, Mirocin, and grave 360, site
27 in the same locality), containing a beaker displaying MDC traits and, in the case
of the former grave, Ksigzinice Wielkie-type vessels and a beaker ornamented with
knobs at the neck base, of unique copper plates — appliqué ornaments with perfo-
rations for fastening (Fig. 6:2; Map 4:f). Such plates were part of the grave goods
recovered from grave 217, site 5, Szczytna (Fig. 6:7), which held, as we already
know, a Ksigznice Wielkie-type vessel, a marker of one assemblage category.

A vast majority of assemblages belonging to the categories discussed earlier
(with the exception of the first marked by the presence of a vessel displaying Trip-
olie culture traits) are niche-grave goods recovered in principle from graves of one
type a niche is adjoined by a rectangular pit, which is joined to the grave chamber
by a small corridor (Fig. 6). A round, and not rectangular niche-adjoining pit was
part of grave 220, site 5, Szczytna, which appears to have been used twice, and of



Map 3. The occurrence of vessels (a-f), markers of particular assemblage categories, and cop-
per appliqué plates (f) in grave goods on the explored necropoles of Corded Ware culture people in
the vicinity of the villages of Szczytna, Jarostaw District, and Mirocin, Przeworsk District on the
Kanczucka Plateau

grave 56, site 6, Szczytna, which lacked a corridor joining the grave chamber to the
niche-adjoining pit. Moreover, a slightly different design from most niche graves
was shared by grave 150, site 6, Szczytna, which contained a small beaker, bearing
horizontal and vertical motifs of incised herringbone (Fig. 2a, b).

In most grave assemblages of individual categories, including those containing
markers of more than one category, there occur the same types and their varieties
of quadrilateral-section axes, as a rule quite large and made of the Swieciechéw
flint. They are sometimes accompanied (grave 220, site 5, Szczytna) by lenticu-
lar-section specimens made of Cretaceous flint, the so-called Volhynian, known
also as Cretaceous or south-eastern [Balcer, Machnik, Sitek 2002]. The latter also
occurs as the only artefacts of their kind in three other assemblages (graves 4 and
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Map 4. The occurrence of vessels, markers of specific assemblage categories (a-i) in the grave
goods of Corded Ware culture people, between the Oder, Vistula, Dniester and Dnieper rivers: 1
— Kietrz, Glubczyce District; 2 — Kryspindw, Krakéw District; 3 — Dobczyce, Wieliczka District;
4 — Miechéw, Miechéw District; 5 — Ksigznice Wielkie, Proszowice District; 6 — Witéw, Proszowice
District; 7 — Sokolina, Proszowice District; 8 — Petczyska, Proszowice District; 9 — Zerniki Gérne,
Busko-Zdréj District; 9a — Miernéw, Busko-Zdréj District; 10 — Mierzanowice, Opatéw District; 11-
16 — Grzeda Sokalska (Hubinek, Lubcze, Machnéwek, Nedezéw, Wierszczyca, Tomaszéw Lubelski
District); 17 — Roztocze (Lukawica, Brzezinki, Lubaczéw District); 18 — Miodéw, Lubaczéw Dis-
trict; 19 — Berezets, Komarno District; 20-23 — Podgérze Rzeszowskie (Mirocin, Przeworsk District,
sites 24 and 27, Szczytna, Jarostaw District, sites 5 and 6)

16, site 6, Szczytna, and grave 217, site 5, Szczytna), representing at the same time
three different assemblage categories.

As mentioned before, connections manifested by the occurrence and co-occur-
rence of markers of particular grave assemblage categories exist both within each
grave cluster-necropolis (Fig. 6) and between them (Map 3). The connections exist
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not only between the neighbouring cluster in the vicinity of Szczytna (sites 5 and
6) and around Mirocin (sites 24 and 27), but also between all four clusters named
above. A good example of this is offered by two assemblages belonging to the
same category, marked by Szczytna-type beakers, on site 6, Szczytna (graves 4 and
38, Fig. 6:3, 4) and grave 50, with the same kind of marker, on site 24, Mirocin
(Fig. 6:1). The same is true for two assemblages from Szczytna (site 5, graves 217
and 220) and one from Mirocin (site 24, grave 54), containing Ksigznice Wielkie-
-type vessels (Fig. 6:2, 6). We have also mentioned small unique appliqué plates
found in both Szczytna, site 5, grave 217, in an assemblage belonging to the cat-
egory marked by a Ksiginice Wielkie-type vessel, and in Mirocin, site 24, grave
54, in an assemblage manifesting markers of as many as four categories. These are
categories marked by a classic Ksiginice Wielkie-type jug, a beaker with knobs at
the neck base, a beaker displaying MDC traits and, finally, four vessels common
in the CWC (Fig. 6:2). In addition, they are also found on site 27, Mirocin, in an
assemblage (grave 360) represented by the markers of the last two of the aforemen-
tioned categories.® It is worth mentioning that assemblages discovered on various
sites (necropoles), but containing markers of the same categories, occur in niche
graves of a similar shape, i.e. with a small corridor joining the niche-adjoining pit
to the grave chamber. What is more, these markers on these sites are often accom-
panied by the same types of axes and other artefacts.

The connections between most grave assemblages discussed above, especial-
ly those manifested in the occurrence (or even co-occurrence in some of them), as
markers of individual categories, of original pottery forms such as Szczytna-type
beakers, Ksigznice Wielkie-type vessels (especially jugs), beakers displaying MDC
traits, or even slender beakers with knobs at the neck base — not to mention unique
copper appliqué plates- appear to point to the temporal proximity of these assem-
blages. This is substantiated to an extent by radiocarbon *C dates obtained for some
of them. The dates fit into an interval of 2670-2470 BC, i.e. around the middle of
the 3rd millennium BC. This chronology can be made more accurate by radiocarbon
dating similar grave assemblages recovered from the necropoles under discussion.

5. CONCLUSIONS

Naturally, the most important aspects for a prehistorian of the observations
of connections holding between the assemblages occurring on all the necropoles
under discussion are cultural and social.

3 Provided that a precise analysis of grave goods distribution in grave 360, site 27, shows its connection with
the younger burial (see footnote 2).
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There is no doubt that these connections mark a specific cultural community
founded on some kind of human relationship and which aprove a particularly broad
and varied range of traits, having, in many instances, a diagnostic or sign character
(within the meaning of Bogatyriew’s structural conception) for separate, not only
but probably also those of the social character units taxonomic. To realize better the
complexity of the question, it must be remembered that in the grave assemblages
recovered from the sites (necropoles) in Szczytna and Mirocin, Ksigznice Wielkie-
-type vessels and beakers typical of the MDC co-occur in various combinations
with vessels with strongly local traits, i.e. with Szczytna-type beakers. Ksigzinice
Wielkie-type vessels have been known so far exclusively from Maltopolska west-
ern loess soils [Machnik 1966; Wlodarczak 2006] while MDC beakers have been
exposed relatively recently — for the first time in south-eastern Poland, in the right-
bank San drainage basin — in Mtodéw, Lubaczéw District, [Machnik, Pilch 1997]
— and in the upper Bug drainage basin — on Grzeda Sokalska [Bagiriska, Machnik
2001; Machnik, Bagifiska, Koman 2009]. It must be stressed that the former, dis-
covered in the discussed assemblages on the Kanczucka Plateau (in Szczytna and
Mirocin), do not differ at all from the forms of this type known earlier from Ksigz-
nice Wielkie, Proszowice District [Machnik 1966, Tab. IX:1a, b] or Zerniki Gérne,
Busko Zdréj District [Kempisty, Wtodarczak 2000: 101, Fig. 66:1; Wlodarczak
2006: 318, Tab. XCVII:6] on the Matopolska Upland (Fig. 3).* In both areas, they
also occur in the following combination: a beaker and amphora with horn-shaped,
vertically-perforated projections — handles (Fig. 4).

To an extent, the same can be said about MDC-trait beakers from Mirocin,
especially about the vessel from grave 54, site 24 (Fig. 5), manufactured employ-
ing a similar technology as the original specimens of this culture from Mtodéw,
Lubaczéw District [Machnik, Pilch 2003: 248, Photo 1a, b].

Neither Ksigznice Wielkie-type vessels nor MDC-trait beakers could be, as
most CWC vessels, transported over long distances.® In all probability, they were
locally manufactured for strictly funeral purposes®, keeping the ideas of shape,
ornamentation and technology — as distinctive traits — proper to the human group
to which pottery manufacturers belonged. By placing such vessels in a grave, they
may have passed an identification mark to the deceased, necessary in the after
world, indicating the deceased’s membership in a given community or their clos-
er connection to it. We touch here, therefore, upon important questions and very
difficult ones at the same time — for how are we to explain the presence of such
identification signs of not just one but two or even three or four different commu-
nities, albeit belonging to the same CWC circle, in a single closed assemblage

4 Especially significant, the same technology is used to make this type of vessels, specifically their surfaces
are burnished reminding one of the same treatment observable on some Funnel Beaker and Baden culture vessels.

> This was prevented by their brittleness versus their size. This question is discussed in greater detail in
Machnik, Baginiska, Koman [2009: 255].

% For they do not show any traces of use such as abrasions on bottom edges.
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representing after all the grave goods of a given deceased individual? The question
may be put as what lies behind such cultural syncretism.

One matter would appear to be certain: we are faced here with some form of
a rather peaceful coexistence of settlers who appeared on the Kanczucka Plateau
roughly at the same time. They possibly drew their subsistence from stock raising,
exploiting this fertile microregion that had been strongly transformed (deforest-
ed) by their agriculturalist predecessors, belonging to the Funnel Beaker culture.’
When burying their dead, they would place appropriate identifying signs in graves
(making use of the same niche form), forming small necropoles next to barrows
already existing in the landscape currently settled. They marked their original com-
munity affiliation, their pedigree so to speak, by placing appropriate identification
signs in graves, which could be easily expressed in ceramic vessels. It cannot be
ruled out that the influx of Swieciechéw-flint quadrilateral-section axes and len-
ticular-section ones made of south-eastern Cretaceous flint (according to Balcer)
— this time no doubt mainly as imports — onto the Kariczucka Plateau from the
Sandomierz Upland was related to the main directions of contacts and movements
(possibly pastoral migrations) across Grzeda Sokalska, Roztocze and the vicinity
of Lubaczéw by CWC people in the eastern part (between the Vistula and Dnieper
rivers) of the culture’s huge range. The contact and movement directions were sup-
plemented, bearing in mind the cultural situation on the Kanczucka Plateau (the
presence of Ksigznice Wielkie-type vessels), by a route joining this microregion to
the loess uplands close to Krakéw (Map 4).

Further research, especially advanced biological studies (DNA, isotope exami-
nations) of anthropological material found on the necropoles around Szczytna and
Mirocin, as well as other CWC grave clusters investigated as part of ‘motorway’ re-
search projects on Kariczucka Plateau (for instance in Skotoszéw, Chtopice, Swie-
te),® will, hopefully, allow us to draw more accurate conclusions, or more credible
ones anyway, concerning the cultural and social questions discussed in this paper,
specifically, the question of human relationships on the regional scale (reflected
on the named necropoles) or possibly on a much broader one, encompassing also
other areas between the Vistula and Dnieper.

Translated by Piotr T. Zebrowski

7 Both in Szczytna and Mirocin, the remains of vast FBC settlements were discovered, too.

8 The results of the research, passed to the General Directorate for National Roads and Motorways, will
certainly be made available to scholars soon.
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