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Political, Institutional and Consciousness Conditions
of the Round Table Agreement in Poland. An Attempt
at Conceptualization

Introduction

The political changes in Poland of 1989 have been the object of the rigorous
empirical studies and explanations through various theoretical accounts. The
explanations of the “negotiated collapse” of communism may be divided into two basic
groups: individualistic and holistic. The individualistic explanations focus on the
preferences and goals of the negotiating actors and argue that the course of political
evenls was a result of calculations made by individuals. The holistic interpretations,
employing such categories as class, and/or nations, and/or civilization, and/or social
systems explain the collapse of communism by its systemic failures, which determine
the behaviour of the individuals. These two kinds of explanations both have their own
advantages and disadvantages. Although the individualistic explanations provide
a detailed interpretation of the different phases of political bargaining and strategics
adopted by their main actors, they extract them from the social context and ignore
social conditions and limitations imposed by the historical situation. On the other hand,
holistic explanations focus on the reconstruction of the social and historical context
but they usually ignore individualistic preferences, bias and finally mistakes
committed by actors treating them as a simple embodiment of the social entitics which
they represented: classes, nations or social systems. The aim of this paper is to extend
non-Marxian historical materialism (Nowak 1983, 1991) in order to capture the
behaviour of individuals and their groups.

Let us, briefly, characterise this theory, which belongs to the holistic group of
explanations in social sciences (Nowak 2009). Class divisions, in accordance with
this appreach, exist not only in cconomy, but also emerge spontancously in other
spheres of human activity, such as politics and culture. In cach sphere of social life it
1s possible to distinguish a material level consisting of means of cocrcion, production

389



Central Lurope — Two Decades After

and indoctrination. The relation to means of coercion in politics determines a division
of a sociely into two social categories: the class of rulers, which controls the use of
means of coercion, and the class of citizens, deprived of such possibilitics. [n cconomy,
the material level 1s made up of the means of production, which determines a division
into the class of owners and the class of dircet producers. In the cultural domain, the
malterial level consists of the means of spiritual production — for example printing
presses, radio and television.

"Thus, control over the material means provides the basis for a typology of socictics
in non-Marxian historical matcrialism (firther n-Mhm). Applying this criteria, it is
possible to distinguish class socictics, where existing classes arc separated, and supra—
class socicties, where the class divisions are overlapped. For example, one social class,
keen on inereasing the range ol its social influence, may scize control over means of
coercion and production and mass communication. A socicty with a triple class of
rulers-owners-pricsis, monopolising control over politics, economy and culture,
cxemplifics one type of supra-class system. 'This social system refers (o the structure
of communism. The apparatus of the Communist Parly in Poland, which controlled
not only political life, but also the cconomy and cullure was the counterpart of the
class of triple-lords. Communism was the system of triple-rule in a political version
because possession of the means of production and indoctrination by the class of
rulers-owners-pricsts was subordinated to the enlargement of power regulation. This
social system cvolved according to developmental mechanisms of a purely political
socicty.

The theory of political domination is the point ol departure in the explanation of
communism (comparison ol n-Mhm with other conceptualizations, sec: Brzechezyn
2008). 1t is assumed that individuals possess a range of preferences which govern their
actions. The whole of civil actions can be divided into autonomous actions and
regulated actions. Regulated actions arc taken by citizens for the fear of coercion by
the authority. Autonomous actions are taken regardless of sanctions by the disposers
of means of cocrcion. The interest of the authority consists of maintaining and
expanding the sphere of regulation, whercas the interest of a civil class of maintaining
and cxpanding the sphere of civil autonomy. The notion of class interests allows the
coneeptualization of the force of a class. The force of a class, at any given time, is its
ability lo realize its own interest by way of maximization or optimization of selected

parameters of social life.

It is possible to distinguish, roughly speaking, three stages in the model
development of a purely political society: the stage of the growth of political
regulation, the stage of enslavement and the stage of the gradual decreasc of power
regulation. In the first stadium, the mechanism of political competition leads to
a steady risc of power regulation. Those from the class of rulers, whe do not compete,
are climinated from the political structure of power or, by process of trial and error,
Icarn to enlarge their sphere of control. As a consequence, social autonomy shrinks
and the sphere of power regulation enlarges which, in turn, provokes an outbreak of
civil revolution,
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Its failure opens the road to the total enslavement of the citizenry by the class of
rulers. In this stage of political development, the power regulation reaches ils apogee
and ficlds of civil autonomy almost disappear. Since the state of enslavement, there
appears a tendency towards a gradual revitalisation of independent social bonds, which
inercases the citizens” ability to resist.

This leads to a civil revolution, which is crushed, but rulers — in order to avoid
a follow-up — reduce the scope of their control. However, mechanisms of political
compelition lead once more to the growth of power regulation, triggering a further
outbreak of revolution on a greater scale. This forces rulers to make larger concession
and makes it more ditficult for them Lo repress rebels. Thus, a political society evolves
according to the following scheme: civil revolution — repression — concessions
growth of political regulation — next political revolution with a wider social base.
Finally, mass protests crupt and their scale is so widespread that authoritics, instead
of beginning with with repression, have no choice but allow sweeping concessions,
which reduces the control of the rulers to a level acceptable by the class of citizens.

An Attempt of Extension of the Theory of Power

According to the theory of power in n-Mhm, there is only one strategy of
rcalization of class interest, namely the maximalist strategy. Maximisation of the
interest of the class of rulers aims at the establishment of the largest possible range
of regulation in any social conditions. This strategy limits the range of civil autonomy
and may lead — in a conscquence — to the growth of civil resistance. Besides, it is
possible to distinguish two other strategies: compromise and minimalist. The
compromise stralegy maintains (or extends) the power regulation in such a way that
it does not lead to civil resistance and, at the same time, guarantees a certain degree
of autonomy o the class of citizens. A minimalist strategy of the realization of the
class interest means resignation from power regulation in exchange fore.g. the actually
physical survival of rulers (in time of revolutions).

Similarly, three strategics of realization of the civil class interest can be
distinguished: the maximalist strategy is the extension of the range of its autonomy,
which leads to a limitation of the rulers™ regulation and it does not provoke their
counieraction; the compromise strategy in such way maintains (or extends) civil
autonomy that it does not provoke the authority’s rcaction and guarantees the
realization of the ruling class interests. Finally, the minimalist stratcgy means
resignation from the maintaining of civil autonomy in exchange for ¢.g. the actually
physical of the cttizens threaten by authorities’ repressions (¢. gr. during a phase of
cnslavement).

According to Nowak (1991), the hicrarchy of power always shapes the institu-
tional structure in the form of a state pyramid. The constituents of this pyramid of
polttical power arc the supreme ruler and institutional positions within the elite of
power and the apparatus of power. The supreme ruler is the institutional position
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ascribed the largest sphere of influence. The clite of power is a set of positions with
ascribed spheres of influence, cach one smaller than the supreme ruler’s but larger
than any of an apparatchik’s. However, the sum of the spheres of influence of members
ol the clite of powers is greater than the sphere of influence ascribed to the supreme
ruter. Other positions in the state pyramid are occupied by apparatchiks of different
levels, cach with a smaller sphere of influence than those of the elite of power and
the supreme ruler. However, the sum of spheres of influence ascribed to all
apparatchiks is larger than the range of regulation ascribed to the positions within the
clite of power and the position of the supreme ruler aliogether.

Analogically, the class of citizens forms similar institutional structure (Brzech-
czyn, 2004). The basis of the network of autonomous civil relations is constituted by
material means of social self-organization such as premises, lecture halls, printing
machines, eic. In terms of relation to these means the civil class can be divided into
the civil leadership and rank and file citizens. Members of the leadership make effec-
tive decistons concerning the intended use of these means. A rank and file citizen does
not possess this decision-making power. As a disposer of apparently inconspicuous
resources constituting the infrastructure of cach civil movement an ordinary member
ol the leadership is ablc to endorse or block certain actions. A leadership member’s
position in the civil society depends on how many actions of rank and filc citizens he
or she can control. In a mass civil movement there are always some individuals will-
ing to extend their sphere of influence for themselves, As a result of the struggle for
social influence, idealistic civil activists become sidelined. After some time, the lead-
ership (or civil elite) of the civil class will be dominated by those who have extended
their spheres of influence or have learnt effectively how to do it. This tendency of oli-
garchisation among the clags ol the citizens is as natural as the mechanism of power
competitiveness among the class of the rulers,

The division into the Jeadership and the civil masses is established following an
institutionalization ol the class of citizens. It can thus be assumed that the class of cit-
izens has a certain organizational structure featuring the organization authority and
ordinary members. A concept of an organizational pyramid can be then introduced,
which is similar to that of a state pyramid. The organizational pyramid consists of the
leader (counterpart of supreme ruler in the state pyramid structure), civil elite (elite
of power), organization core (apparatus of power) and rank and file organization mem-
bers. The first three components of the civil class organization form the civil organi-
zation authority. Bach position within this institutional framework is ascribed a certain
sphere of deciston-making; greater in case of leader, Iesser in case of a member of
organizational core.

The question remains however, why do citizens agree to voluntarily obey their
own clites? Four factors should be mentioned. First, the civil clites are responsible
for restitutions and maintenance of the network of independent civil refations. Sccond,
the rulers direct their political repressions first against the civil clites, Third, an
mternally structured civil class prevents social anomic and, fourth, united citizens are
able to force the rulers to make larger concessions than an unorganized class cannot.

392

K. Brzechezyn — Palitical, Institutional and Consciousness Conditions...

The question of participation of class clites in the process of making a class
compromise must involve at least a rudimentary definition of relationship between
social classes and their own clites, The clite lays out long-term strategics of realization
of the interest of a given class. As previously mentioned above, in gencral three
strategics of realization of both types of class interests can be identificd: maximalist,
compromise and minimalist,

The feasibility of a given strategy depends on the force of both antagonistic
classes, which determines class conditions in a sociely. In the stage of gradual growth
of power regulation and enslavement, the mos optimal stratepy for the ruling class
is the maximalist siratcgy because allow to enlarge, in the most effectively way, the
sphere of regulation of the whole class. The compromise siratcs oy gradually becomes
optimal in the stage of the cyelical decrease of power regulation because it reduces
the losses in power regulation. A minimalist strategy becomes oplimal in the case of
a victorious revolution because, at the cost of relinquishing a sphere of influence, the
rulers can at least save their lives,

Similarly, compromise strategy is optimal for ¢itizens in the stadium of the growth
of political regulation and in the stadium of enslavement because it allows reducing
losses in civil autonomy. In the stage of the cyclical decrease of power regulation, the
maximalist strategy is the most optimal for citizens because it allows the most effective
way o enlarge their sphere of autonomy. The minimalist strategy is optimal in the
casc of repressions used by authorities (in case of lost revolutions) because resignation
from autonomy becomes a condition of physical survival.

It turns out that the recognition of class conditions and cheice of appropriate
strategy arc not made by individual members of the given class but by its clite. If
a specific strategy of realization of class interest is effective, it will become widely
accepled by the ordinary members of the given class via imitation. Only when the
class strategy, proposed by the elite is inclTective, would individual members of a given
social class seck their optimal strategy of realization of class interest on their own.
The most successful ones would constitute a new class clite which would promote the
most optimal — in specitic class conditions — strategy that becomes widely adopted
within the given class. The existence of the class elite is advantageous for the entire

class because it reduces the time of choice and adaptation of an optimal political
stratepy in particalar class conditions.

The Political, Institutional and Consciousness Conditions
of the Class Compromise

A class compromise is nol made between entire social classes but between their
represenlatives known as class clites. Reaching a social compromise depends on the:
i. balance of power between the class of rulers and the class of citizens;

i, choice of the compromisc strategy by the ¢ivil elite following proper recognition
of the force of the civil class;
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iii. chotee of the compromise stratcgy by the elite of power following proper
recognition of the force of the ruling class:

iv. cffective organization of the class of citizens Ietting to introduce a strategy chosen
by its clite;

v. ellective organization of the class of rulers letting to introduce a stralegy chosen
by 1ts clite. )
The balance of power between social clagses is maintained when the foree of the

civil class 15 sulficient to prevent repressions by the ruling class, but too weak to

enforce political concessions from the ruling class. On the other hand, the foree of
the ruling class is sufficient to prevent the civil loop, but too weak to suppress the
network of independent civil relations. However, a compromise is reached only wl.wn
the balance of power between the classes is recognized properly by the class clites

which choose the compromise strategy. N .
There are two possible types of erroncous identification of class conditions: (i)

the class elite overestimates the foree of its own class and underestimates the force

of the opposing class clite — in this case it chooses the maximalist strategy; (ii) the
class ¢lite underestimates the force of its own class and overestimates the force of the
opposing class — in this casc it chooses the minimalist strategry. When 'Fh_c class clites
incorrectly recognize the class conditions and chooses a wrong political strategy,

a compromise i1s not found.

A choice of appropriate strategy is a not sufficient condition of class agrecment
because such a strategy has to be implemented among the members of a given class.
‘The existence of such organisation on the civil side is another condition of class agree-
ment. In addition to this, reaching a compromisc accelerales the institutionalization
of the civil class and reinforces the natural oligarchisation tendencies of the civil
organization. These distinguished members of the civil elite arc privileged to ncgothle.ltc
wﬁh the rulers and arc thus in a better position that those with whom the authorities
arc not willing to talk. . ‘

Although, the three conditions outlined above: material (balance of power
between classes), institutional (effectvie institutional organization of both classes) and
consciousness (compromise strategies chosen by class elites) jointly form the sufficient
condition of class agreement, the largest influence in this configuration of factors/
conditions is exerted by the balance of power between classes being able to formulate
and incorporate cnmpr;)mi:»'(: strategy by clites of both classes. '|'h.L3 l‘(_!rmu[atit_)l_l ol po-
litical stratcgy additionally strengthens the oligarchic tendencics inside the citizenry.?

' More on this: Brzechezyn 2004,

© An allernative conliguration of factors has been forwarded by Peirescu (2008, 4-8), who
istinguishes three kinds of factors contributing to the collapse of communisi: struf_‘lur:-?l factors
{cconomic [atlure and decay of ideology). nation-speeilic fctors (political cuiiurc ol socicty) and
conjunctural factors {external and internal — for example the im]mc! (.Jr Radio |'1'C{.‘.I'.LI:['E)[IC). Ills_r_wcvcr,
he atiributes the decisive impact on making compromise to the political culture of the authorities and
the ruled community {Petrescu 2008, p. 63,
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From the Martial Law to the First Free Elections in Poland

Let us now exemplify the aforementioned considerations, focusing on the three
conditions of the social compromisc (based on following monographs: Codogni 2008,
Dudck 2004, Garlicki 2004, Skorzyfiski 2009, and Trembicka 2003). The Solidarnose
movement was the result of mass strikes held in Poland in July and August 1980. The
communist authoritics, under the pressure from the masses, were forced to withdraw
from regulation of large spheres of social life and allow with existence of independent
trade unions. The introduction of martial law was an attempt of the reversal of this
social situation. Despite these efforts, the comniunist authorities between 1981 and
1986 were not able to destroy the underground activily of Solidarnosé., According to
a report ol the Ministry of Internal Affairs, in December 1985, there were three
hundred and fifty underground structures and groups in which thirty-four thousand
people were involved. The police analysts cstimated that about 5-6% of society
manifested a so-called “hidden resistance”. Underground activity therefore appcared
to be a stable phenomenon in what was the material condition of compromise,

The second condition was the institutionalization ol the Solidarnosé movement.
One of the most noticeable tendencics in this movement was the growth of its
centralization and autocratisation. In the Independent Sell-governing ‘Itade Union
“Solidarnoge™ (Niezalezny Samorzqdny Zwigzek Zawodo wy Sofidarnasc¢ — NSZZ “So-
lidarnos¢™ appeared clear division into the 4 pparatus of power and rank and file union
members appeared. However, between 1980 and 1981, the pressure of the rank and
file union members was considerable cnough to curb such tendencies, for example,
the development of com petencics of the Solidarno$é National Commission {Komisja
Krajowe). 1t was only duc to the repression under martial Taw in Poland after
December 13, 1981 that the civil masses withdrew from social activitics. One of the
objectives of the Solidarnosc Interim Coordinatin g Commisston { Tymezasowe Komisja
Koordyaacyjna), established in April 1982, was to hold a general meceting of the union
statutory authoritics. Afier the amnesty in Poland in September 1986, a mecting of
the National Commission members became cntirely possible. However, instead of this,
Lech Walgsa and various groups around him appoinied a number of extra-statutory
bodics supervising the trade union activities. In October 1986 the Temporary Council
of' NSZZ. “Solidarno$c™ was established. In 1987 the Temporary Council and the
underground Interim Coordination Commission were dissolved and replaced with the
National Exceutive Commitiee (Krajowa Komisja Wyokonaweza), with all its members

appoinied by Lech Walgsa himself,

falgsa’a authoritative actions led to the cmergence of opposition inside the union.
In March 1987 the Workgroup of the National Commission of NSZZ Solidarnoé
(Grupa Robocza Komisji Krajowesy was created, which included democratically
clected members of the Commission, among others: Andrzej Gwiazda, Sewceryn
Jaworski, Marian Jurczyk, Jan Rulewski and Andrzey Slowik. With no access to
national large-circulation periodicals (c.g. “Tygodnik Mazowsze™) and foreign aid,
the Work group was unable to biock ihe growing oligarchisation of the union structure,
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workers to end their strikes, which met with protests. This peculiar stalemate in the
autumn of 1988 paved the way for the implementation of compromise strategics on
both sides of the social conflict in Poland. However, the next meeting on September
I5 16 resulted in an impasse, which was not resolved until the end of 1988. The
communist authoritics were against the legalization of NSZ7 Selidarnos¢, following
the principle “one trade union per factory™ and only approved of those opposition
Round Table negotiators who “aceepted the existing legal order in the state.” The
government questioned twelve names of negotiators (among other Kuron and Mich-
nik) on the opposition list. The discrepancics between the representatives of the
government and Solidarmo$é were o serious that both sides were not cven able to
agree on the content of a joint communiqué. During the discussions with the authoritics
Walgsa decided to accept the government version of the communiqué, which explained
that the main subject of the Round Table Talks, scheduled to start in mid-October,
would be “the structure of the Polish trade union movement.” Walgsa’s decision
ignored the instructions of the National Lixecutive Committee, which clearly stipulated
that the prerequisite (o start negotiations was a “solemn declaration of the communist
authorities concerning the legalization of the Union™ (Dudek 1997, p. 18; Skorzyfski
1995, p. 105). Finally, the impassc was broken in carly December aficr the television
debate between Leeh Walesa and Alfied Miodowicy, (leader of the pro-government
trade union, the All-Poland Alliance of Trade Unions). On December 6. 1988 the
spokesman of the Polish cabinet, Jerzy Urban, announced that the authoritics
considered Lech Walgsa to be a credible negotiator. Afier that, cvents began 1o unfold
rapidly. On December 18, 1988, the Citizens® Committee (Komitet Obywatelski) was
established with fiftcen thematic sections. The Committee membership list consisting
ol onc hundred and nincteen peaple was arbitrarily drawn up by a tcam consisting of
Leeh Walgsa's closest associates; Bronistaw Geremek, Jacek Kurof and Adam
Michnik.

In the opposing camp, the communist party leaders used this period of impasse
to convinee the Party apparatus that compromise with the opposition was necessary.
For this purpose, the party top brass used internal bulletins to peint to the threat of
further social uphcaval unless o compromise was reached, In January 1989, the
Ministry of Interior Affairg registered forty-nine strikes in which fifteen thousand
people participated. This was seven times more strikes than in December 1988, In
February 1989 there were sixty-seven strikes (with sixty thousand participants) ane
in March  two-hundred and sixty strikes (Dudck 2004, p-243). Finally, at a two-part
general assembly of the PZPR Central Commitiee (December 20-21, 1988 and
January 1617, 1989) Wojcicch Jaruzelski, Czestaw Kiszczak, Micczyslaw Rakowski
and Florian Siwicki threatencd the members of the party apparatus with dismissal
unless they aceepled negotiations with (e Solidarity opposition.

During the two-month Round Table talks, the PZPR leadership exerted its
influence on the course and pace of the democratisation process and secured its own
place in Poland’s political life, They agreed to hold partially free and non-
confrontational parliamentary clections, with 65% of the seats in the lower chamber
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(Scjm) rescrved for the Communist Party and its satellite partics, Democratic Party
(Stronnictwe Demokratvezne) and United Peasant Party (Ziednoczone Stronnictwo
Liddowe). The remaining 35% of the seats in the Sejm were to be democratically
clected. In addition, thirty-live seats were to be clected via the country-wide list of
the PZPR candidates with no possibility of runofls. The term of office of the newly
clected parliament was four years. Another institution guaranteeing the continuity of
the state system was the newly established office of the President which was given
quite extensive powers such as the power of veto, the function ol commander-in-chiel
of the armed forces, presiding over the Committee of National Defence, and appointing
the Director of the National Bank of Potand (NBP). The President also had the power
to dissolve Parliament if the Sejm failed to pass the budget bill within three months,
failed to appoint the Cabinet or passed an act of law “threatening, the President’s
conslitutional prerogatives.” The President was fo be clected by the Nat onal Assembly
to a six-year term of office. On April 17, 1989 NSZZ, Solidarno$¢ was officially re-
legalized by the Warsaw Provincial Court, However, the Union statutc was
supplemented with an accessory contract which limited the Union right to strike based
on the Trade Unions Act from 1982.

The Campaign for the June 1989 clections stimulated social mobilization,
especially in the provinces. Due to it, the level of opposition of Polish citizenry to
communism could become more visible. The election of June 4, 1989 brought
a landslide victory for Solidarno$é, with the turnout of 62% of voters. The Solidarnos¢
candidates won 160 out of 161 possible scats in the Sejm and ninety-two scats in the
Senate. The government failed to secure a single seat in the Senate, while only three
candidates reached the required majority of popular vote. Out of thirty-five scats on
the country-wide list, only two were gained by the government,

Although the Round Table compromise brought a considerable increase in civil
autonomy in Poland, the concessions made by the Solidarity side appeared too big in
relation to the civil support that was evident during the Junc clections. The propor-
tions of clectoral victories came as a surprise. Although good election results had been
expected, Solidarnosé had only hoped to win 50-60% of scats cligible in the Scjm and
the Senate (Paczkowski 1995, p.581). The results of the clections did not radicalize
the stance of the Solidarnosé Icadership during later negotiations. Two days after the
clection, the Solidarno$é representatives, under pressure from Czestaw Kiszezak, who
threatened to nullify the election results, agreed to make amendments to the clectoral
regulations during the campaign. These changes made it possible to enter thirty-three
country-wide list candidates to the Sejm (Dudck 1997, p.48). In protest, the organiz-
ers of the election campaign of the Citizens” Committee in Warsaw resigned before
the second run, in which only 25% of cligible voters took part (Skorzynski 1995,
p.273). This decision may be interpreted as a critique of the compromisc strategry
accepted by Solidarnos¢ leadership.

The compromise strategy of the Solidarnosé elite, keen on maintaining the Round
Table political status quo at all costs, and ignering the risc of opposition to the system
by the majority of Polish socicty. continued. On July 19, 1989 Wojciech Jaruzelski was
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clected President of the Republic of Poland with the support of Sejm deputies from the
Citizens” Parliamentary Club. On July 29, 1989 Jaruzelski named Czestaw Kiszezak
as the new Prime Minister. Kiszezak s nomination caused a wave of unrest and protests.
In the third week of July there were thirteen strikes, in the fourth week of this month
twenty-seven strikes but in the first week of August there were eighty-five strikes in
which fifty-six thousand people participated. The PUWP’s leaders realized that
Kiszezak's povernment was unable to calm the situation. On August 14, Kiszezak
resigned from forming the government which opened the way to the nomination of
Tadeusz Mazowiccki. Contrary to most expectations, Mazowiecki's cabinet did not
revert the compromise stralegy of Solidarnogé camp. The Polish United Workers” Party
took over the ministries of delenee, internal affairs, international economic cooperation,
(ransport and communications. A PZPR nominee became the Dircetor of the National
Bank of Poland. In the budget proposal for 1990 the government assigned 5 billion
Zlotys to the Office of Control of Press and Shows and prepared a new “democratic™
state censorship bill. The Polish Prime Minister delayed his appointment of
underseeretaries of state to key cabinet ministrics for over six months. Only in April
was the communist Secunity Service (SB) dissolved and replaced with the Office for
State Protection (UOP). The new UOP employees were mostly former SB agents who
had positively passed velting procedures (ten thousand out of fourteen thousand). By
June 1989, only twenty-three out of fourty-nine provinee governors had been replaced.
Nothing prevented the destruction of files of the communist Internal Military Service
(WSW) and Ministry of Internal AfTairs (Dudek 1997, p. 81-85).
The maintenance of the compromise strategy led to splits in the Solidarmosé camp.
In May 1990 the Centre Agreement Party (Porozuniienie Centrum) was founded,
which advocated stepping up political reforms in Poland: free parliamentary clections
(in spring 1991 at the latest), presidential general clections (in summer 1990 Lech
Walgsa was to be clected President by the National Assembly) and preparation of a new
Polish constitution. Duc to pressure from radicalized Solidamosé factions, Wojciech
Jaruzelski’s term of office was shortened. In autumn 1990 Lech Walgsa was elected
President in national general clections and almost one year later, the first fully dem-
ocratic parliamentary elections were held in Poland.

Conclusions

The presented analysis of conditions contribuling to the class compromise still
leaves aside a number of significant factors of social life in Poland. One of them was
the Polish Roman Catholic Church, which model would have taken the role of
mediator: during negotiations, the clites of both classes are not thrown back en their
own resources but at critical moments can make use of third party mediation.
I‘'urthermore, the above analysis does not account for the economic aspect of social
processes. The growing erisis of a communist command cconomy as well as the failure
of ecconomic transtormations greatly influenced the adoption of compromise strategy
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by the ruling class (description of this process in the light of n-Mhm, sce: Brzechezyn
2004). Finally, an important dimension was the international situation. The Autumn
of Nations in 1989 triggered by the Spring of Solidamosé and subsequent collapse of
the Sovict Union soon rendered the Round Table political arrangement obsolete and
unfit for the new system of power (Brzechezyn 2007).

It thus appears that, between autumn 1988 and summer 1989, the Solidarmosé
clites under leadership of Lech Walgsa recognized the configuration of the class forces
more cffcetively and chose their compromise strategy more accurately. The emergence
of opposition inside Solidarno$¢ and right wing opposition proves that there was
a possibility of the different interpretation of the social situation in Poland and taking
a more uncompromising political strategy. However, the June election turnout of more
than 50% of cligible volers was undoubtedly an indication of social support for
Solidarnosé resulting from an accurately chosen political strategy.

Paradoxically, the compromise political strategy, which most effectively
contributed to the growth of civil activity gradually, appeared to be dysfunctional in
the social conditions of the growth of civil mebilization and contestation. Namely,
between autumn 1989 and autumn 1991, owing to the rapidly changing international
situation and the growth of social activity of Polish socicty, the partics advocating
a stepping up of political reforms in Poland generally recognized the class forees beter.
Their political platform can be interpreted as a maximalist one aimed at the growth
of civil autonomy. A good illustration of this fact was Walgsa’s victory i the
presidential clections — for whom maximization of political transformations in Poland
became the main cornerstone in his later political platform — and clectoral defeat of
Mazowiecki representing the compromise strategy who lost to a maverick presidential
candidate Stanistaw Tyminski.

In the end, two important conclusions can be drawn. Firstly, reaching a class
compromisc was dependent upon material, organizational and idcological conditions
shaped jointly on the both sides of political conflict. Secondly, although the
compromise strategy was the most historically accurate strategy from autumn of 1988
to autumn of 1989, it was not such a strategy through the whole period of changes in
years 19881991, Later on, due to the changing international situation and the growth
ol civil mobilisation of Polish society, compromise strategy became more and more

Inaceurale.
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