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Editor’s Foreword

As regards the identification of the early forms of Europe’s long-distance ro-
utes, the area lying between the Baltic and Black seas can be said to be one of
relative neglect. Specifically, little research has been devoted to the development
stages of the area’s socio-cultural map, i.e. to neighbourly forays, itineraries, ro-
utes (of varied continuity, range and transport technique), stable segments of roads
leading to water crossings, networks of fords and the communication channels run-
ning along watersheds. The foremost issue, at present one of great difficulty with
respect to a study embracing the whole region in question, is the cultural context
of these innovations and the related mechanisms that saw their creation in regard
to the socio-economic basis and ritual-epistemological nature of ancient peoples in
these regions.

The study by Marija Gimbutas [Gimbutas 1965] of ‘amber routes’, joining the
west and east of Europe, may be considered the first attempt to tackle the issue of
the region’s early communication channels and was accordingly referred to in the
analyses of the distribution of stone ‘fluted maces’, regarded as hypothetical mar-
kers of Baltic-Pontic routes [Kosko 2001; 2002]. Generally, this conceptual leaven
can be said to have provided broader intellectual stimuli for the international aca-
demic community of ‘Archaeology Bimaris’. The turning point in the nascent study
of ancient routes has been thus given a clear framework: an inter-university and
interdisciplinary discussion (see the Poznafi-Obrzycko symposium Routes Between
the Seas: Baltic-Bug-Boh (Southern Bug)-Pont held in October 2008).

The papers included in this volume are a partial record of the discussion. The
intentional selectiveness here is seen therefore in the conscious limitation of the
scope of papers (‘piecemeal’ treatment of linguistic or ethnological and anthropo-
logical analyses). Moreover, there is a special focus on one of the inter-regional
routes, namely the Baltic-Bug-Boh (Southern Bug)-Pont, or more specifically, its
early evidence (generally speaking, prior to — widely known to the academia — its
use in the times of Goth migrations).



Editorial comment

1. All dates in the B-PS are calibrated [BC; see: Radiocarbon vol. 28, 1986, and
the next volumes]. Deviations from this rule will be point out in notes [bc].

2. The names of the archaelogical cultures and sites are standarized to the English
literature on the subject (e.g. M. Gimbutas, J. P. Mallory). In the case of a new
term, the author’s original name has been retained.

3. The spelling of names of localities having the rank of administrative centres
follows official, state, English language cartographic publications (e.g. Ukraine,
scale 1 : 2 000 000, Kiev: Mapa LTD, edition of 1996; Respublika BELARUS’,
REVIEW-TOPOGRAPHIC MAP, scale 1:1 000 000, Minsk: BYELORUSSIAN
CARTOGRAPHIC AN GEODETIC ENTERPISE, edition 1993).

4. As far as names of administrative units in Polish, Ukrainian, Belarusian and
English are concerned, a convention has been adopted that wojewddztwo =
oblast = region and powiat = raion = district.



Baltic-Pontic Studies
vol. 14: 2009, 252-268
PL ISSN 1231-0344

Katerina P. Bunyatyan, Valery Samolyuk

MANIFESTATIONS OF MIDDLE DNIEPER CULTURE
IN THE VOLHYNIA TERRITORY
AND THE ISSUE OF ANCIENT ROUTES

For a long while, materials of the Middle Dnieper Culture (MDC), widespread
primarily in the Upper and Middle Dnieper areas, have been recorded sporadically
by researchers in other, in particular, more western territories. The significance of
those facts became obvious with the study of barrow mounds on the Sokal mountain
ridge (south-western edge of the Volhynia upland). A series of interments found
there, contained MDC pottery (or close to it), which enabled J. Machnik to express
an opinion about the MDC population’s west-bound migration. This phenomenon
became possible after the decay of the Globular Amphorae culture (GAC) in the
Volhynia and the Podolia areas, which opened the way to the migrations from about
mid 3000 cal BC [Machnik 1999]. In fact this prompted us to take a closer look at
the territory between the Middle Dnieper area and Eastern Malopolska in order to
record traces of MDC in the region. As it usually happens, addressing a particular
theme touches upon a whole number of issues.

1. MDC TRACES IN THE VOLHYNIA

Researchers of ancient artefacts in the Western Volhynia note the occurrence of
MDC materials there. The first one to note that was I.LK. Sveshnikov; a MDC vessel
brim was found in dwelling III in a well-known eponymic settlement, Gorodok of
the Gorodok—Zdovbytsya Culture (the Kurhany natural boundary (ravine) near the
city of Rivne) [Sveshnikov 1964: 131, Fig. 45:4]. While the situation with the dwelling
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Map 1. Map of locations containing MDC ceramics. Eastern Volhynia (Zhytomyr region): 1 — Fasova;
2 — Isakivka; 3 — Rudnya Ozeryanska; 4 — mouth of the Lemnya river; 5 — Horbuliv; 6 — Zhadky; 7 —
Bovsuny; 8 — Ignatpol. Western Volhynia (Rivne region, except point 22 of the Volhynia region): 9 —
Gorodok; 10 — Rivne-beach; 11 — Osova; 12 — Rozvazh; 13 — Netishyn; 14 — Bushcha; 15 — Berezne; 16,
17 — Gorodyshche; 18 — Bohushi; 19 — Blazhove; 20 — Tarakaniv; 21 — Vilia; 22 — Maidan Lypnensky;
23 — Rudnya; 24 — Dubno; 25 — Symoniv; 26 — Myrohoshcha Persha. Podolia (Khmelnytskyi region); 27
— Yukhymivtsi. Steppe belt (Kirovohrad and Mykolaiv regions); 28 — Starohorozhene; 29 — Mayorivka;
30 — Sofiivka; 31 — Vynohradivka; 32 — Zelenyi Hai; 33 — Golovkivka. Legend: I — MDC traces in the
Volhynia area; II — barrow graves; III — finds of maces
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Fig. 2. MDC ceramics from the Western Volhynia territory. 1 — Myrohoshcha 1 (Pole Votruby); 2 —
Tarakaniv 5; 3 — Dubno-Volytsia; 4 — Rivne-beach; 5 — Symoniv; 6 — Gorodok (Kurhany ravine); 7 —
Rozvazh (Koshary ravine)

remains very uncertain, the fact of the find made there remains (Fig. 2:6). Later on,
the researcher pointed to two MDC pots from the village of Osova (Nakoty ravine)
of the Kostopil district, the Rivne region, found by H.V. Okhrimenko [Sveshnikov,
Nikolchenko 1982: 68]. Some idea about that pottery is given by publications by H.V.
Okhrimenko, in which the goblets are listed as found either in the village of Maidan
— Lypnensky of the Manevytsi district, Volhynia region [Kuchinko, Okhrimenko
1991: 95, Table 7: 1, 2], or in Osova [Okhrimenko 2005: Fig. 25].

To date there has been significant growth in the number of localities where frag-
ments of the MDC pottery has been found (Fig. 1). They were found, primarily,
in the process of exploration and more seldom, while studying poly-cultural monu-
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Fig. 3. MDC ceramics from the Western Volhynia territory. 1-8 — Netishyn (Kozatski Mohyly ravine)
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ments. They are usually represented by individual small fragments that can be easily
identified but are rarely suitable for reproduction of the shape. Let us add some
more facts to the list of already known locations [Romanchuk 2005; Tkach 2007].
Fragments of an MDC goblet were found by O.L. Pozickowski' in the multi-layer
anthropogenically ruined settlement near the village of Rozvazh (the Koshara ra-
vine) near Ostrog town (Fig. 2:7). Fragments of several goblets also were found in
a minor bore pit made in the vicinity of Netishyn (the Kozatski Mohyly ravine) of the
Khmelnytsky region (explorations by S.S. Berezanskaya and V.O. Samoliuk; Fig. 3).
According to local residents, there was reportedly a burial mound in that place.
This assumption is confirmed to some extent, by the absence of MDC materials
on the neighbouring patches. A substantial number of finds were collected in the
vicinity of the village of Bushcha (the Tartak ravine) between the towns of Dubno
and Kremenets (explorations by T. Bytkovska and, particularly, partially published
multi-annual collections of V. Tkach [Tkach 2007: Fig. 2:28, 32-34]). In addition
to traditional fragments (Figs. 4, 5), the site contained others, decorated by corded
impresses (Figs. 6, 7). Technologically they do not match the canons of pottery of
the Volhynia cultures: the GAC, the Gorodok-Zdovbytsya and the Strzyzéw — and
probably, also belong to the MDC as assumed by V. Tkach. Individual fragments
with a herring-boned pattern were found near Rivne (location Rivne-beach) and
other locations (collections by V.O. Samolyuk and V.K. Piasetsky) (Fig. 2:1-5).

Far fewer studies have been done in the Eastern Volhynia area (the Zhyto-
myr district). V.K. Piasetsky’s efforts resulted in the collection of individual small
fragments of MDC pottery in several locations. Minor excavations were undertaken
only in one of these [Berezanskaya et al. 1987].

Outside of the Volhynia region, the MDC ceramics were reportedly found in
the course of excavations in the Podolia at the Southern Bug source, in two closely
located sites near the village of Yukhymivtsi of the Volochysk district, the Khmel-
nytsky region [Mykhalchyshyn 2005: 223; 2006: 284]. Only one of the fragments
was ornamented with a sketched herring-bone pattern. Since so far we have had
no chance to become acquainted with that material, we are leaving this item with
a question mark.

Further, the western boundaries of the dissemination of the MDC pottery in the
territory of Ukraine are marked by the known finds in the Dniester area. No doubt,
a goblet from the village of Kolokolyn of the Rohatyn district of the Ivano-Frankivsk
region — found in the north-western periphery of the kurgan burial mound 2 - be-
longs to the MDC [Sulimirski 1968: Plate 7:7]. Other finds from that region only to
a certain extent correspond with “classic samples” of the MDC pottery. An echo of
those migrations is probably, the ancient artefacts of the so-called Kavsko-Kolpets
group in the Upper Dniester area, the bowl-shaped pottery which demonstrates

! We are sincerely grateful to O.L. Pozickowski, V. Tkach and V.K. Piasetsky for the provided materials.
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Fig. 4. MDC ceramics from the Western Volhynia territory. 1-4 — Bushcha, Tartak ravine
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Fig. 5. MDC ceramics from the Western Volhynia territory. 1-5 — Bushcha, Tartak ravine

a certain resemblance to that of the Middle Dnieper area. LK. Sveshnikov, ba-
sed on LI. Artemenko’s periodisation of the MDC, mistakenly dated that group
to a very early time and regarded it as a source point of the development of the
Circum-Carpathian Corded Ware Culture [Sveshnikov 1974: 33-35, Fig. 4]. J. Mach-
nik [Machnik 1979a], based on typological peculiarities of the finds, placed it on
the edge between the Corded Ware and the epi-Corded Ware horizons. However,
most probably, the group demonstrated one of the versons of the epi-Corded Ware
horizon of the monuments.
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Fig. 6. MDC ceramics from the Western Volhynia territory. 1-8 — Bushcha, Tartak ravine

2. THE TIME AND REASONS FOR MIGRATION OF THE MDC
POPULATION

So far there has been no direct reasons — except stratigraphical — to date the
MDC materials from Western Volhynia; therefore, they can be generally referred
to the second half of 3000 cal. BC. However, if one focuses on typological features
of selected samples of pottery, it can be argued that the process started before
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Fig. 7. MDC ceramics from the Western Volhynia territory. 1-5 — Bushcha, Tartak ravine
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mid 3000 cal. BC. Here we are referring to the Rozvazh goblets (Fig. 2:7) and
particularly the Bushcha find (Fig. 4:1; [compare, e.g., Machnik 1999, Fig. 6:1]),
that tend to have prehistoric CWC pottery shapes, while technologically belonging
to the MDC. This assumption is not challenged by the dates of some of the MDC
interments in the Sokal Mountain ridge [Machnik 1999: Table 1].

At the same time, the most important issue is what made the MDC popula-
tion migrate westwards? Searching for an answer, let us consider the following. In
the Early Bronze Age (based on the Eastern European periodisation system) the
Lower Dnieper dwellers were not culturally homogeneous in terms of culture; this
trend can be also seen for other epochs. The MDC population shared that terri-
tory from the very start with the Yamnaya culture, whose tombs are almost some
dozen times more numerous than those of the former. Meanwhile, the Globular
Amphorae Culture (GAC) population also sought that territory: the GAC people
reached the vicinity of Kiev and crossed the Dnieper [see: Rozdobudko, Yurchenko
2005; Lysenko 2006: 94, Fig. 12-14]. Its legacy, represented by rectangular stamp
ornaments on the pottery, became quite noticeable with time, as mentioned briefly
by LL. Serdyukova [Serdyukowa 1996], although we not all of her assumptions are
fully shared by these authors. Evidence of the visits of strangers from the western
“Corded Ware world” can be seen in individual graves containing the pottery that
is not typical for the territory in question [Bunyatyan 2007]. Finally, the Catacomb
culture (CC) population makes its way to the Middle Dnieper area. The change
was proven first and foremost by the materials found in the settlements.

M.M. Bondar and subsequently L.I. Artemenko, classed them among the MDC.
However the issue is not that simple, and it is not surprising that from the very
moment of discovery archeologists are divided on their cultural identify, reason
being the ceramics.

Actually, the second (following the classification by M.M. Bondar) group of
ceramics from those settlements, pieces of goblets and amphorae, could be clearly
identified as the MDC. At the (reportedly) fully studied Iskivshchyna settlement
they comprised about 10% [Bondar 1974: 34-39, Fig. 12]. Generally, however, in
various monuments known mainly due to explorations and occurrence of materials
in multiple-time deposits, this indicator fluctuates from a total absence of that group
or, on the contrary, its domination. However, the first group represented by frag-
ments of pots and usually more common, is a mixed one. Its major part clearly
belongs to the Catacomb culture and tends to be similar to the pottery of the late
Catacomb — the Ingul, the Kharkiv — Voronezh and the late Donets — cultures.
This fact was recognized by M.M. Bondar [Bondar 1974: 32-33, 38, 46, 169; 1990:
48], although he never made an attempt to provide any explanation. Therefore, his
principle argument was confined to the observation that “so far there are no other
settlements in the Middle Dnieper area except the Iskivshchyna type that could be
linked to the Middle Dnieper Culture” [Bondar 1974: 155]. The simplicity of that
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reasoning, inspired by the “one territory — one culture” formula, actually allowed
M.M. Bondar to ignore the diversity of the ceramic complex, which on the one
hand, clearly displayed samples of pottery of the above cultures, and on the other
hand, contained a number of those resulting from interaction of different population
groups as well as evolution of the craft of ceramics-making.

We will not go deeply into the complex issue that requires special attention,
i.e., a new and complete investigation of the ceramics complex of the settlements
and its more careful typologisation in order to identify proper MDC as well as
other (Catacomb) cultures’ samples and their importance in the “kitchenware” (the
first group), as well as building a chronological scheme of changes in the ceramics
complex. At some point, this issue had been radically approached by I.L. Serdiukova
[Serdyukova 1994]; however, later on she left archaeology. Let us confine ourselves
to the fact that proliferation of the CC population to the Middle Dnieper area and,
apparently, from various territories (from the south and the east) has been clearly
proven. Recently, this fact has been also confirmed by the discovery of Catacomb
graves [Klochko, Rychkov 1989; Heyko et al. 1999], although they were really scarce
compared to the number of domestic objects?.

It should be noted also that the situation in the Middle Dnieper area changed
dramatically at some point, with barrow construction declining, as the Catacomb
people were more inclined to bury their dead in the existing (older) barrows, usu-
ally in their periphery. This, partially, can explain the small number of catacomb
graves in the Middle Dnieper area. Most of the barrows there were studied in
the late 19th — early 20th century, when the general practice was to dig the cen-
tral part of the mound only. In any case, the territory was covered with a rather
dense network of settlements, most of which appear to have been (nomad) camps.
Therefore, the arrival of the Catacomb people to the Middle Dnieper area coin-
cided with the development of some new economic patterns. This can be clearly
seen from traces of the settlements, the density of which can compete with that of
the late Trypillia settlements, though the latter were located predominantly in the
Right-bank Middle Dnieper (a substantial number of Catacomb settlements have
been also known in other territories of the forest-steppe and steppe belts), which
was partly noted in descriptions of general rhythms of development of the steppe
populations [see Bunyatyan 2003]. The Polissya belt also contained ruined soil-built
cremation MDC graves [Telegin, Kruts 1970; Telegin 1972]. Individual soil-based
cremation burials with late MDC pottery have been found also further to the east
by the Desna River. The result of interaction of two cultural groupings was proba-
bly the emergence of graves with the dead buried in the stretched position in pits,

2 Catacomb tombs were studied in the Cherkasy region (the village of Adamivka), but information about them is
quite limited. Their inclusion by M.M. Bondar to the MDC is not based on any grounds, since their pottery is typically
Catacomb. In addition, we believe there is no reason to expand the MDC space to the Kirovohrad region inclusive
[see: Bondar 1974: 167].
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which LI. Artemenko mistakenly referred to as the initial stage of the MDC, and
which were often accompanied with Catacomb-type pottery [Bunyatyan 2005].

Secondly, the areas where the MDC materials are registered to occur with more
or less addition of the Catacomb objects, they expand eastwards of the Dnieper
where a substantial number of settlements were found along the Trubizh River,
and most contained fragments of MDC pottery [Serdyukova 1993; Rozdobudko
2002]. Let us keep in mind that further on, in the Poltava district, late sub-barrow
MDC burials were also known [Rudynsky 1928: 40, Table I11: 3, 4, 5-7; Suprunenko
1994: 15-17, Fig. 6]. The number of settlements “of the Iskivshchyna type” (i.e.
containing mixed materials) grew based on taking into account those included by
M.M. Bondar in the Desna River area (most have not been published) There is
though a small sketch on this matter [Kurylenko, Bunyatyan 2006]. To the west of
the Dnieper they were registered in the Eastern Volhynia, previously occupied by
the GAC population.

Most of the MDC tombs in the Middle Dnieper area belong to this period,
which is chronologically correlated with the epi-Corded Ware horizon in other ter-
ritories, for instance with the Gorodok — Zdovbytsya in Western Volhynia (at least
with its older period). Similarly, we observe rapid growth in number of settlements
compared to the previous period. In other words, the MDC drops out of the circle
of other cultures not only because of its original pottery, but also due to its pace of
development. In any case, its oldest and individual graves in the territory of Ukraine
can be only hypothetically synchronized with general European and classic horizons
of the Corded Ware culture (CWC), generally synchronous to the Yamnaya culture.
Further on, keeping its face (kurgan burials, clepsydra-like goblets), and undergoing
changes (the emergence of settlements, earth graves and different kinds of kitchen-
ware: round-bottomed goblets and cups, bowls, pots, original amphorae), in the new
environment it had smoothly flown into the “epi-Corded Ware horizon”, which was
synchronous to late Catacomb cultures (CC) [Bunyatyan 2005; 2008].

3. IDENTIFICATION OF ANCIENT ROUTES

The east-west direction on the segment between the Middle Dnieper and the
upper currents of the Dniester, the Vistula and the Western Bug in the early Bronze
Age can be determined by the movements, in different directions, of the GAC
and late “Corded Ware” populations to the East, and the MDC population to the
West. Taking into account small occurrences of the MDC ceramics in the Volhynia
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settlements’ layers and in the on-surface collections®, on the one hand, and the
possible broad range of its dating on the other, there seems to be no reason to
talk about massive westward migration of the MDC population. It does not appear
to be a one-time planned or forced action, but rather as spontaneous movements
of individual groups that travelled westwards from time to time in the search for
a “better destiny”. In the light of those migrations Western Volhynia appears today
to be a transit territory, which is indirectly confirmed by the lack of influence of
MDC traditions on the GAC and the Gorodok-Zdovbytsia culture.

Apparently, the movement took place about the southern zone of the Polissya.
However, somewhere beyond the Horyn’ or the Ikva, it had to break into branches,
which is visible by the final points of finds of the MDC pottery: the Middle Dniester
area (there, in addition to the Kolokolyn and the Komariv barrows one should
mention the find of a goblet in the late Tiypillya settlement near the village of
Koshylivtsi [Sveshnikov 1974: 59, Fig. 14: 6] and the upper currents of the Dniester,
Vistula and the Western Bug rivers.

It is hard to say whether that direction of movements coincided with the
exchange routes. Let us only remind of a bronze adornment treasure from Kiev
[Movsha 1957] and point to two maces found to the north of the town of Korosten
[Mykhalchyshyn 1993: 23, Fig. 3:22-23].

At the same time, our attention has been caught by the northward — outre-
aching points grouped together along the Horyn’ and the Sluch rivers, i.e., in the
meridional direction. While taking note of this, we are unable to answer the question
of what is marked by these points: a branch of already indicated direction of mo-
vements from the Middle Dnieper area, which turned to the left, or the movement
of a totally different MDC population, in particular, from the vast Upper Dnieper
area, which turned to Volhynia at this point. What is noteworthy in this respect?
Like the latitudal direction of movement (the Bovsuny and Ignatpol maces), this
one is also marked with a mace from the village of Rudnya of the Volodymyrets
district, the Rivne region. Its was noticed under the scoop of a power-shovel in
the sand extraction process by the village dwellers, together with bones and other
objects, including a stone axe and a flint spear (Fig. §). However, we would not dare
argue that the complex was a monolithic one — both because of the circumstances
of the finding and because of the nature of the monument. It is in fact a dune, on
which settlements and burial sites had been made from the Neolithic Age to the
late Bronze Age and further onwards. The mace was decorated with a very delicate
(barely visible) herring-bone pattern, which resembles ornamentation of the MDC
ceramics. Therefore, there is a temptation to regard it as belonging to that culture.
On the other bank of the Prypiat river (the territory of Belarus) “ornamented”
maces (B3 type) were identified by A. Kosko [Kosko 2002: Fig. 4.2; 10.2; 13]. The

% H.V. Okhrimenko mentioned briefly that MDC burial and hut were found in Osova (the Nakoty and Krynychka
1I ravines); however, we do not have proven information about that.
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Fig. 8. Finds from the village of Rudnya (1, 3 — stone, 2 — flint)

maces, found in the “migration ways”, probably had been the insignia of individuals
that had lead the movement of their communities, which does not exclude their
involvement in control over the exchange.

Another direction of connections, which united totally different worlds, became
rather significant for that period. The direction of interests of the steppe population
to the forest-steppe space and interaction of the two communities, the MDC and the
CC ones, was reflected also in the monuments of the steppe belt. The MDC goblets
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were found in graves of the Ingul CC with stretched skeletons in barrows along the
Ingul River (the left tributary of the Southern Bug, the Mykolayiv region). Here we
refer to grave 24 in barrow 2 near the village of Starohorozhene [Shaposhnikova
et al. 1977: 133-134, Fig. 18]. A more representative goblet comes from grave 15 in
barrow 3 near the village of Mayorovka (excavations by I.M. Sharafutdinova). In
both cases the MDC minor vessels had been placed inside the CC pots. Typologically
they are late; therefore, indirectly they work against the researchers who are inclined
to limit the MDC only to the CC (i.e., the “epi-Corded Ware”) period.

It is rather strange to find MDC pottery in areas so distant and alien envi-
ronmentally and culturally, given the low prestige and significance of this category
of objects. However, nevertheless, they fully fit one of the “exchange routes”, the
Ingul one, marked by A. Kosko, based on the mapping of stone maces, the route
that had led to the Middle Dnieper [Kosko 2002: Fig. 22]*. A mace was also pre-
sent in a rather “rich” burial set in Mayorivka. Another mace was found also in an
Ingul CC grave up the Ingul flow in the Kirovohrad region in the village of Sofiivka
(excavations by M.P. Tupchiyenko). Given the above, the emergence of the MDC
goblets in the Ingul area can hardly be seen as accidental. Possibly, they in fact
symbolized a role of certain individuals in long-distance exchanges.

Importantly, further to the north east, towards the Dnieper, the Ingul route
was marked with a double grave of the Ingul CC in a barrow near the village of
Golovkivka (upper flow of the Ingulets river, the Kirovohrad region). It did not con-
tain a mace but was marked with other signs of prestige: three vessels (two of them
wooden), a bronze knife and which is particularly important, the head of one of the
dead was crowned with a diadem made of bronze wire, with its ends wound in spirals
— a unique object for the territory of Ukraine [Polin et al. 1992: 21-22, Fig. 22-23].

The barrows near Holovkivka and neighbouring villages at the Right-bank
Dnieper area are the most northern major groups of CC graves: 90 graves in 30
barrows. Eight of them (about 9%) contained stone axes, which is a high propor-
tion compared to other regions (for example, only two out of 132 CC graves in
the vicinity of Ordzhonikidze town of the Dnipropetrovsk region contained axes)
[Bunyatyan et al. 2006: 38]. The hafts of two of the axes, at the eye level, were “in-
layed” with bronze radially positioned wedge-shaped plates [Polin et al. 1994: 28-29,
33-34, Fig. 43; 51:1], which gives them a certain “parade” look. The same details
in the form of small bronze nails or radially positioned plates were also discovered
on some maces in CC graves [Androsov et al. 1990: Fig. 5:5; Sorokina 2004: 161,
Table 3:7, 8]. Furthermore, a grave of the Ingul CC, also containing a mace, was fo-
und lower down the Ingul flow, in the village of Zeleny Hay of the Dnipropetrovsk
region [Kovaleva et. al. 2003: 60-62, Fig. 21:6-8].

4 Meanwhile, let us add that a mace rare for Ukraine, cross-shaped and decorated with grooves, was found in
the Ingul area (the village of Vynohradivka) in a grave of the Yamnaya culture, which is not typically rich in finds of
maces [Fomenko et al. 1987]. However, it may mark a different direction of exchange relations.
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Therefore, CC graves in the vicinity of Holovkivka and the neighbouring villa-
ges, often also marked with other indications of prestige, appear to lock up the Ingul
way. Probably, they were left by a population group that controlled the crossroads
of the exchange routes, including those between the two worlds — the southern,
purely Catacomb one, and the northern, mixed MDC/Catacomb one.

Further northwards, as mentioned above, there are few known Catacomb cul-
ture graves, which possibly is a result of the excavation methodology applied. Ho-
wever, a certain social priority of “the Catacomb people” here is demonstrated by
a rather significant proliferation of maces [Sorokina 2004]. Although the finds were
made at random and their cultural attribution met certain difficulties, their con-
nection primarily with the CC is obvious, for it is the interments of that culture
that contain maces, most frequently on the background of a previous or a successor
culture. Let us quote some statistics. A mace was found in only one out of more
than 1,800 graves of the Yamnaya culture of the North-Western Black Sea area
[Ivanova 2001: 80, Fig. 16:7]; one mace was found in about 1,500 graves in the
area between the Southern Bug and Ingul rivers — in the aforementioned village
of Vynohradivka [Shaposhnikova et al. 1986: 11, 47]. Moreover, in both of the re-
gions they were found in the CC graves. In the North-Eastern Azov area no maces
were found in the Yamnaya graves (108 all in all), while three maces were found in
three out of 166 graves of the Catacomb culture [Sanzharov 2001: Fig. 35:12, 43: 5,
6]. The same phenomenon can be observed in the northern part of the Left-Bank
steppe (the area between the Oril and Samara rivers): none of the 493 graves of
the Yamnaya culture contained maces [Kovaleva 1984], while five out of 404 graves
of the Catacomb culture had them [Kovaleva 1983: 42, Fig. 10]. Such finds become
very rare again in the subsequent period. Maces were found only in four out of
the whole range of graves (3708) of the Babyno culture, ie., the Mnogovalikovoy
Pottery Culture, according to P.O. Lytvynenko (manuscript of doctoral thesis).

4. CONCLUSIONS

The communities dwelling in the territory of Ukraine in the 2nd half of 3000 BC
demonstrated notable dynamism in their efforts to go beyond their principle spaces
and explore new ones. The reasons for that were probably the desire to break away
from the traditional and rather one-sided cattle-breeding model of economy and
move on to a more harmonious complex one. That focused attention on the Middle
Dnieper area, the most suitable regions for implementation of such ambitions in
those times. This occurred probably by the time the territory, once devastated by the
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Tripolye people who had burnt down its forests, naturally restored its capacity. After
about 400-500 years of domination of cattle-breeding tribes, that “barrow country”
was covered once again with a dense network of settlements.

The main (and not completely understood) activity in the area was demonstra-
ted at that time by the CC population. Its certain level of aggressiveness is reflected
in the weaponry cult represented in the burial rite. However, there is an interesting
detail; those strangers (which appears to be the CC place in the Upper Black Sea
region) managed to assimilate the numerous populations of the Yamnaya culture.
Instead, the MDC population of the Middle Dnieper area, which the Catacomb
population could possibly have overpowered, still managed to keep their certain
distinctiveness. The secret of that lay possibly in the fact that they belonged to ab-
solutely different ethnic, linguistic and ritual worlds. Each of those groups, being
a periphery of its own world, seem to have fed on it; the MDC population from its
“brothers” from the Polissya belt, and the CC people from the groups of its vast
community.

Possibly the differences in language and ideological systems, given the domina-
tion of the Catacomb people, had forced groups of the MDC population to leave
once they gained their motherland and disperse in various vast areas, for instance,
in Volhynia and beyond. Latitudal migrations in that direction were caused not
only by the usual natural conditions but also by the fact that the southward way was
practically closed.

The western direction of movements of the MDC population from the Middle
— and possibly, also the Upper — Dnieper area was identified by the locations con-
taining finds of ceramics in the territory of Volhynia. It is not unlikely that in such
a case the directions of migrations partly coincided with the exchange routes by me-
ans of which information about the world around them has been passed across since
long before. As to other long-distance exchange routes outlined by researchers, at
least one of them, the Ingul route, has been apparently confirmed. However, this
issue requires more thorough work on the sources. The hope to find such ways is in-
spired, among other things, by a certain coincidence in the localization of “special”
finds belonging to cultures of different times but on the same territories.

Translated by Inna Pidluska
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1937/1956 — visualization by the
present authors]

Fig. 3. ‘The Route of the Argonauts’ Journey
According to S. Czarnowski {Czarnowski
1937/1956 — visualization by the present authors].
Legend: 1 —routes, 2 — routes?
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