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TRIPOLYE — "PASTORAL” CONTACTS.
FACTS AND CHARACTER
OF THE INTERACTIONS: 4800-3200 BC

Many archaeologists were interested in questions of interaction between the
population of the Tripolye culture and their Eastern (“steppe”) neighbors [Gimbutas
1974; Movsha 1961, 1984, 1988, 1993; Danilenko 1974; Dergachev 1980, 1986; Tzvek
1989; Kosko 1991; Mallory 1977 and many others]. It is generally accepted that
Pontic pastoralists played an important role in the history of Europe in the Copper
Age. But when and how did they appear? When did nomadism and pastoralism
appear as branches of stock-breeding? The critical study of archaeological sources
from the territory of the Ukraine show us the possibility that it was later than the
Copper Age [Shnirelman 1980: 89-90, 240-243]. We consider the question about
Pontic migrations into Danube basin and other European areas in Chalcolithic
period to still be open. It is a large field of research.

Tripolye culture was on the borders of European civilization with the ”steppe”
world for a long period of time — close to 1600 years (Fig. 1-3). We shall write
here about only two main problems:

— Tripolye and the spread of the food-producing economy in the Northern Pontic

Zone;

— Tripolye protocities and the ”steppe tribes”.

1. ABSOLUTE CHRONOLOGY AND CULTURES
IN THE NORTHERN PONTIC AREA IN THE COPPER AGE

All chronology of this period is connected with periodization and chronology
of Tripolye-Cucuteni. We have many types of such periodization and chronology
[Passek 1949; Chernysh 1982: 171-175, Tab. 8-10; Telegin 1985c, 1991; Patokova et



Fig. 1. Copper Age cultures: [ — Tripolye A, II — Gumelnita (Bolgrad-Aldeni type). After Arkheolo-
giya 1985: Map 5.

Fig. 2. Copper Age cultures: I — Polgar, II — Baden, III — Tripolye, IV-V — Sredny Stog Unity; VI
— Nizhnemikhailovka culture; VII — Copper Age of Crimea. After Arkheologiya 1985: Map 6.



Fig. 3. Copper Age cultures: I — Funnel Beaker culture; II — early Yamnaya culture; III — Tripolye
C-I and C-II; IV — Pit- and Comb-Pottery culture. After Arkheologiya 1985: Map 7, changed by Author.
Tripolye C-I and C-II: 1-5 Koshylovey-type (end C-I); 6-17 — Zhvanec (Brynzeny) type (C-II); 18-35 —
Tomashivka type(C-I): 18 — Teplik, 19 — Popudnia, 20 — Mankivka, 21 — Dmitrushki, 22 — Uman
(Pankivka), 23 — Tomashivka®, 24 — Stary Babany, 25 — Sushkivka *, 26 — Dobrovody *, 27 —
Talyanki *, 28 — Talne-1, 29 — Maydanetskoye *, 30 — Kolodiste *, 31 — Rozsokhuvatka *, 32 —
Chichirkozivka *, 33 — Stara Buda, 34 — Vasilkove *, 35 — Kaytanivka; 36-39 — Kanev type (C-I);
40-51 — Kolomiyshchyna type (C-1); 52-57 — Lukashi type (end C-I); 58-71 — Sofievka type; 72-76 —
Troyanov type; 77-92 — Gorodsk type; 93-112 — Usatovo type; 113-120 — Tripolye materials in mound
burials (C-II): 113 — Yermolayevka, 114 — Olshanka, 115 — Serezlievka, 116 — Zhivotilivka, 117 —
Bilozirka, 118 — Libimivka, 119 — Krivyi Rig, 120 — Sokolivka

- Tripolye protocities

al. 1989]. In this paper we use periodization, as created by T. Passek, with verifica-
tions of N. Vinogradova [1983], and with its connections with Cucuteni periodization
[Chernysh 1982: 175, tab.10].

Absolute chronology of Tripolye-Cucuteni:

Tripolye A — Precucuteni LILIII: 4800-4500 BC
Tripolye B-I — Cucuteni A (1-4): 45004200 BC
Tripolye B-I/IT — Cucuteni A-B (1-2): 4200-4000 BC
Tripolye B-II and C-I — Cucuteni B(1-3): 4000-3500 BC
Tripolye C-1I: 3500-3200 BC

The Gumelnita (Bolgrad-Aldeni type) was contemporary with Tripolye A and partly
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Fig. 4. Synchronization of Tripolye and ”steppe” chalcolithic cultures.

with B-I [Subbotin 1983: 130, tab.11]. The “steppe pastoralists” were represented
by (Fig. 4):

1. The Sredny Stog Unity — former Sredny Stog culture, which is now divided
into: Skelanska culture — in the steppe and forest-steppe, in the river valleys of
Dnieper and Don (contemporary with the end of Tripolye A — Tripolye B-I); Kvi-
tanska culture — in steppe and partly — forest-steppe areas near the Dnieper; Stog
group — in the steppe part of the Dnieper area (contemporary with Tripolye B-I/II
— B-II); Dereivka culture — in the forest-steppe part of the Dnieper basin, on Nor-
thern Donets and Oskol rivers; Molukhiv Bugor type — in the forest-steppe, on the
right bank of the Dnieper, near the borders of the Tripolye Kosenivka-type, including
the former Pivikha type (contemporary with Tripolye C-I (?) and C-II). All types
and cultures are connected with one another by their origin [Rassamakin 1993].
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2. Nizhnemikhailovka culture, on the Dnieper and in the Azov region (con-
temporary with Tripolye B-I(?) — C-II) [Shaposhnikova 1987; Rassamakin 1993].

There were other “steppe” cultures at different times on the Don and in the
East Azov region: Azov-Dnieper, Donets, Khvalynsk, Kuban, Konstantinovka, and
Repin cultures, which were more connected with the Caucasus than with the Western
areas.

2. TRIPOLYE AND SPREAD OF THE FOOD PRODUCING ECONOMY
IN THE NORTHERN PONTIC AREA

The first elements of husbandry appeared there a long time before the Tripolye
culture, at the end of the Late Palaeolithic period or Mesolithic period. Among
thousands of flint implements at the site of the Late Mesolithic settlement Mirnoye
(Odessa region), G.F. Korobkova singled out 16 tools for harvesting [Korobkova
1989: 63-76].

The first Neolithic agricultural population was connected with the cultures of
Krig and Linear Pottery, which spread between 6000-5000 BC in the Moldova and
Ukraine territories. Under the influence of this European Neolithic culture, some
features of husbandry appeared in the economic systems of Bug-Dniester and Dnie-
per-Donets culture populations, but the foundation of this system was based on hun-
ting, fishing and gathering [Pashkevich 1991; Korobkova 1987: 151-169, 1989: 70-73].

When the first Tripolye population appeared to the East of the Romanian Car-
pathians (around 4800-4700 BC), limited tribes of the Bug-Dniester culture lived
on the Southern Bug (phase Savran), in settlements where Tripolye imported pot-
tery was discovered [Shaposhnikova, Tovkailo 1987; Burdo 1993b]. It is interesting
to note that these settlements are in the river valley, but also in the steppe region
(Fig. 1).

The emergence of Tripolye A (Precucuteni I-II) was connected with the Neo-
lithic Boian culture (phase Boian-Giulesti) and influenced by Kris, Linear Pottery
and other cultures [Zbenovich 1989: 171-186]. The food producing economy of the
Boian culture was based on developed agriculture (Triticum mon., Triticum dic.,
Hordeum vulg., Vicia, stone or antler mattock) and cattle-breeding (cattle up to
80% of herd) [Comsa 1974: 53-58]. The emergence and spread of Tripolye-Precu-
cuteni took place during the dry Holocene subperiod [Petrenko 1992: Fig.1], when
the ecological situation in the foothills was unfavorable. When the Tripolye A cul-
ture appeared on the Southern Bug, its area increased. This was the territory of
the forest-steppe zone with grasslands, cereal-partigrass steppes on watersheds, and
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Fig. 5. Skelanska culture pottery from: 1-4 — Soloncheny-II, 5-6 — Kadievcy, 7 — Floresti (Zagot-
zerno). After T. Movsha.

























































