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Editor’s Foreword

The ‘western borderland’ of the Tripolye culture, appearing in the title of this volume
of the ‘Baltic-Pontic Studies’, refers to the cyrcle of neighbouring cultural systems of the
Upper Tisza and Vistula drainages. As neighbours of the Tripolye culture such groups are
discussed as Lengyel-Polgér, Funnel Beaker and, albeit to a much narrower extent, the
Globular Amphora (cf. B-PS vol. 8) and the Corded Ware cultures. The papers discuss
the reception of ‘western’ traditions by Tripolye communities as well as the ‘western
borderland’ mentioned in the title.

Defined in this way, these questions have been only cursorily treated in the literature.
The consequences of accumulated omissions in the study of the cultural surroundings of
‘Tripolye’ have been felt by us when we worked on this issue. Thus, we submit a greatly
limited work as far as its subject matter is concerned hoping that it will open a sequence
of necessary studies. Such studies should, in the first place, focus on the co-ordination
of the ‘languages’ of taxonomy and then they should investigate different aspects of the
mechanisms of the outlined processes of the ‘cultural contact’.
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Mihailo Y. Videiko

STUDYING WESTERN CONTEXT OF THE TRIPOLYE
CULTURE. HISTORY AND PERSPECTIVES

In reviewing the history of research over decades of varied scientific studies into the
archaeological cultures of the Neolithic and Early Bronze Age, we can see that hypotheses
are constantly being revised and updated. With the passage of time, it becomes necessary
to return to neglected conclusions, and those which until recently appeared irrefutable,
now become doubtful and open to question.

The Tripolye culture (TC) lasted over two thousand years. Thirty years ago, in ‘Pre-
historic Russia’, T. Sulimirski noted that: “During the two millennia of its existence,
the TC underwent several changes, that mark consecutive stages in its evolution. They
are important for the understanding of the Neolithic and Bronze Age development of
the whole south-west of Eastern Europe, and also to a considerable extent for the study
of conditions in the neighbouring areas” [Sulimirski 1970:108]. Today, the TC is also
considered to be an aggregate of separate cultural types, especially during its late de-
velopmental stages. Archaeologists generally concur that neighbouring archaeological
cultures had considerable influence on the formation of these types, and that this pro-
cess ultimately brought about the disappearance of the TC. However, views differ with
regard to the concrete contributions of individual cultures to this process. Another view
contests that the TC was a self-sufficient cultural system, all the changes in which can be
explained by processes of internal development. All these considerations vary according
to such factors as the appearance of new archaeological sources and specialist orientation
on particular scientific issues.

Of interest to us here is the historiographic aspect of this question: namely, alter-
native conceptions of the TC evolution of the B I-II, B II, C I and C II stages in the
context of the cultures of Central Europe.

In research beginning in the 1930s into TC types belonging to the final (C II) stage,
questions began to emerge concerning the origins of these types. Following excavations in
Gorodsk in the 1930s, E.Y. Krichevskiy classified ceramic materials from this settlement
according to their production technology. In addition to TC forms, also present in this



complex were new forms of ceramics, which E.Y. Krichevskiy considered as evidence
of the disappearance of the TC [Krichevskiy 1940:393-419; 1941:253].

Interestingly, T.S. Passek, in characterising the ceramics of late TC settlements in
Volhynia, focuses on its differentiated, multicultural origin, and considers that imported
cultural types prevail over traditional TC forms. In her opinion, late TC complexes
combined “their own ceramic types with those of cultural variants of the Copper Age
and Early Bronze Age of the Forest-Steppe zone”. She thus emphasised the participation
of ‘steppe’ complexes in the cultural process of the C II stage [Passek 1949:164, 189].

By contrast, T. Sulimirski claims that it is not possible to attribute Gorodsk type
complexes to the TC, considering them as representative of another culture which was
influenced by the TC [Sulimirski 1950:44]. He considered the Bronze Age as a period of
‘western dominance’, and pointed to what he saw as many ‘western’ traits in late TC types
[Sulimirski 1970:154]. A.Y. Bryusov went further still, considering the Gorodsk type
culture to represent new ethnic formations, the development of which was significantly
influenced by TC tribes [Bryusov 1952:242]. Y.M. Zakharuk, investigating C II stage
materials from Volhynia, arrived at the conclusion that pottery which had been considered
as the result of innovation within the TC actually belongs to other archaeological cultures
[Zakharuk 1954:22-23]. In researching the Sofievka type of the late TC on the Dnieper, he
accepted it as being genetically associated with Kolomiyshchina, but noted the presence
of some non-Tripolye components [Zakharuk 1954:26-27].

At the beginning of the 1950s, a number of hypotheses appeared which postulated
the strictly autochthonous development of TC types of the C-II phase, whilst differing
opinions existed concerning the determination of the non-Tripolye component. V.M.
Danilenko noted in complexes of the Sofievka (or Kiev) type of the late TC a phenomenon
which occurred as a result of a merger between the TC population and the Neolithic
population [Danilenko 1953:81-82].

In research in the early 1960s, M.M. Shmagliy claimed that all the Gorodsk type
features derived from previous phases of the TC, identifying all the types and orna-
mentive motifs in materials from TC B or C I. He further suggested that all changes
simply characterised “a further process of cultural development” [Shmagliy 1966:35-36],
attributing the initial essential changes in the ceramic complex to a change in “old agri-
cultural traditions”: a decrease in hoe agriculture, and an increase in the mobility of the
population. This did not support previous deductions concerning the disposition of mixed
and non-TC components [Shmagliy 1961:36-37], as did A.Y. Bryusov [1952:230-234], T.
Sulimirski [1950:42-51], and M. Gimbutas [1956:105-110]. At the same time, Shmagliy
noted a role played in the formation of the Gorodsk-Volhynia TC by civilised intercourse
with Funnel Beaker culture (FBC) tribes [Shmagliy 1966:35-36].

Also at this time, a strand of thought was developing concerning the role of the
steppe population in the appearance of the late TC types. This theme has been developed
by T.G. Movsha over the last 40 years. In her last article, published in 1998, T.G. Movsha
“substantiates and develops her formerly advanced assumption about the penetration of



the steppe population into the Tripolye environment” [Movsha 1998:153], attributing to
this penetration the appearance of late TC types in Volhynia and Moldova, with reference
to the transmission of traditions of various steppe cultures in the forms of ceramics, an
admixture of crushed shell, and cord ornamentation. However, the author unfortunately
does not provide concrete examples of materials which would confirm these conclusions
[Movsha 1998:148].

This theme became extraordinarily popular, and ‘steppe’ traces began to be sought
not only in the TC, but in many European regions and cultures to the west and even
the north of the Carpathians. It should be noted, however, that there may be another
explanation for the similarity in some types of ceramic ornamentation (e.g. cord) between
the cultures of the Steppe, Forest-Steppe and Forest zones. A number of features which
T.G. Movsha considers as ‘steppe’ traits are relatively widespread in both the forest and
forest-steppe cultures of Europe. The comparative analysis carried out by N.S. Kotova
into ceramics from steppe settlements of the Dnieper region and materials of cultures of
Central Europe showed that the sources of ceramic styles of some steppe cultures can be
found precisely in Central Europe, including forms, admixtures and cord ornamentation
(1). The available data rather testify to a significant influence on steppe cultures from the
side of the TC and of cultures of Central Europe, at least prior to the beginning of the
Early Bronze Age [Videiko 1994:27-28].

In the opinion of V.A. Kruts, the formation of late TC types, and specifically of
the Sofievka type, was associated with migratory movements of the Yamnaya culture
and the westward migration of the population of forest-steppe regions from the territory
between the Southern Bug and the Dnieper. He noted the influence of “steppe tribes”
in the diffusion on TC pottery made from clay containing admixtures of pounded shells
[Kruts 1977:153]. V.A. Kruts considers that continual pressure from ‘steppe’ tribes finally
brought about the migration to Volhynia of the TC population from the Middle Dnieper,
which in turn led to the formation of local TC types [Kruts 1977:155-156].

The role of ‘southern’ cultures in the development of FBC societies has been addres-
sed by A. Kosko [Kosko 1981], who also touched on the influences of FBC communities
on the TC. In his opinion, we can note the contribution to TC development of exogenous
cultural factors possibly linked to FBC participation. The chronology of the influence
of the structure of FBC societies on the TC of the territory between the rivers Horyn,
Sluch and Teteriv is not quite clear, particularly in the case of the specifically western
influences which have been identified in the Neolithic Dnieper-Donets culture (DDC) in
the Forest zone. FBC influences have been fixed in the second DDC phase of the end of
V — first half of IV millennium BC and could not have originated earlier than the B-II
phase of the TC, approx. 3700 BC [Kosko 1981:114].

The few later TC influences on the south-eastern FBC boundaries which have been
identified have been defined as ‘Gorodsk-Volhynian’. Bearing in mind the absence of
‘early’ (IV millennium BC) indications of FBC infiltration into the Forest-Steppe zone
and evidence of the adoption of FBC elements by the TC, it would seem more reaso-
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nable to hypothesise that this influence was mediated rather than direct. In any event,
one can verify the presence in TC communities, which were more acquainted with
Central European cultural tradition, of factors prompting an easterly migration [Kosko
1981:115-116]. The author considers that migratory movements could be attributed to
a ‘billiard ball effect’, with the initial stimulus coming from the Sredni Stog culture of
the ‘steppe phase’ of the second half of V millennium BC. This was followed, at the
middle of IV millennium BC by the TC. This phase can be called the ‘Tripolye’ phase,
and it includes two distinct sub-phases: the older ‘Gorodsk-Volhynian’ and the younger
‘Podolia-Volhynian’, connected with the Globular Amphora culture (GAC) and the Cor-
ded Ware culture. The subsequent ‘Central European’ phase determines the diffusion of
populations and of standards of the Steppe-Tripolye in the Central European environment
[Kosko 1981:116-117]. Based on the finds from Grédek Nadbuzny, one could say that
the period of the height of TC influences corresponds to the C II phase. One can be told
about process the transformations under ‘Tripolye’” influences (deduction is by attempt to
carry a process autogenesis of FBC from determined on Bronocice IV — V materials),
replacing the ‘Baden’ transformation factor on ‘Tripolye’ [Kosko 1981:119].

At the same time, new archaeological research has provided a considerable amount
of ‘original’ TC materials, or materials which can at least be related to the TC, mostly
found on FBC settlements. A contemporary study of the state of intercourse between
the late TC and the FBC in Volhynia is presented in an article of J. Scibior, which
considers both archaeological material and the isotope chronology of the two cultures.
In the opinion of the author, the beginning of cultural impulses moving in a western
direction from the TC can be traced to the presence of painted pottery on Lublin —
Volhynian culture settlements in Volhynia. Cultural exchange between the FBC and TC
groups from the area of the Dniester can be linked to the end of the C I — the C II
stage. The participation of the Gorodsk type is considered to be insignificant. This all
coincides in time with the period of the ‘badenisation’ of FBC complexes in southern
Poland (Bronocice). Changes in the TC environment under FBC influence is considerably
less marked, although further conclusions require more information [Scibior 1994].

In the 1980s, O.V. Tsvek turned attention to Lengyel-Polgar elements in materials
from TC settlements situated to the east of the Southern Bug River. She deduced the
influence of cultures of the Lengyel-Polgér circle on autochthonous traditions, and inve-
stigated their participation in the formation of TC types, referring to a separate ‘eastern
Tripolye culture’ [Tsvek 1980; 1985; 1989].

Research on the Upper Dniester carried out by V.A. Kruts and S.M. Ryzhov provided
further material for the discussion of TC contacts with cultures of Lengyel-Polgar circle,
from the B I-1I stage to the beginning of C II [Kruts, Ryzhov 1997:26]. They elucidated
in detail the different aspects and influences of these contacts, considering the majority
of finds of Lengyel and Polgar ‘imported’ ceramics to have been produced by craftsmen
from the West. In their opinion, the TC also had a reverse influence on the population
of the Polgar and Lengyel cultures, which is evident in the diffusion of the ‘western’
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ceremony of cremation. On the basis of all this evidence, these authors postulated a
two-way population infiltration through marital relations [Kruts, Ryzhov 1997:27-30].

The question of possible Tripolye-Cucuteni interaction with the populations of the
Carpathian region and Central Europe has been addressed for some time by T.G. Movsha,
who considers this issue to be “little developed”. She has brought together a considerable
amount of material evidence of such interaction from TC settlements on different terri-
tories — from the Dniester to the Dnieper — belonging to all of the TC stages, with the
exception of the early phases. This has made it possible to define the circle of cultures
with which the TC interacted, such as the Tiszapolgar, Bodrogkeresztir, several Polgar
and Lengyel cultural types, the FBC and the GAC. She also identified the wide circle of
interests which in some way stimulated this interaction: for western cultures — Volhynian
flint; for the TC — metal objects, salt deposits and copper [Movsha 1999:59-60]. An
examination of these materials enabled T.G. Movsha to revise the synchronisation of the
Tiszapolgar with the TC, considering Tiszapolgar culture complexes to be synchronous
with the TC phases C I — C II [Movsha 1999:60].

It should be noted that the chronological deductions of V.A. Kruts, S.M. Ryzhov
and T.G. Movsha do not tally with the synchronisation and isotope chronology of the
Lengyel and Tiszapolgar cultures, which, at best, survived to the B II stage of the TC,
not to the C I or C II stage [see Videiko 1999].

The problems of the history of the TC tribes in western Volhynia and the areas
between the Western Bug and the Dniester rivers have been analysed by M.A. Pelesh-
chyshyn. In his last article, he hypothesised that the disappearance of the TC in western
Volhynia was connected with the infiltration of small new ethnic groups, which mi-
xed with TC inhabitants. In his opinion, the situation on the Vinniki settlement in the
Lvov area testifies to the creation of a settlement with a mixed TC and FBC population
[Peleshchyshyn 1998b:191-192].

In the third B-PS volume, devoted to cemeteries of the Sofievka type, the question
was posed about the contacts and mutual influences of different cultures from the Neo-
lithic to the Early Bronze Age in the region between the Baltic and the Pontic. Articles
published in that volume showed that in many respects the features of the Sofievka
type (pottery, weaponry, funerary customs) developed under the influence of cultures
of Central Europe [Budziszewski 1995:188-189; Klochko 1995:242; Klochko, Kosko
1995:233-234; Kosko, Videiko 1995; Petrougne 1995:199]. It has since become obvious
that similar processes also took place at an earlier time, and were not limited to the C II
phase [Kadrow, Kosko, Videiko 1995:202-207]. This research has enabled us to see that
the TC was not a closed cultural system, numerous confirmations of which were presen-
ted. Further research by Polish and Ukrainian archaeologists, which found reverberation
in articles contained in the given volume, has resulted in the revision or refinement of
some views on the origin and evolution of TC types from the B I-II phase onwards.

Until recently, the problem has been that investigations associated with questions of
the interactions of Copper Age and Early Bronze Age cultures in the region of Central
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and Eastern Europe were of limited scope, due to a number of well-known factors, such as
the incomplete publication of materials from excavations, and the resulting impossibility
of using these materials in order to formulate direct comparisons. All of this brought
about the formation of some myths (named ‘autochthonous’ and ‘steppe’), and discord
in the synchronisation of cultures (e.g. the correlation of the Tiszapolgar and TC C II).
If we continue the former line of research, we shall long be reading the abstracts of
old publications, with the result that few settlements will be investigated, and excavated
materials incompletely published. The present volume is intended to focus on overcoming
these problems and to propose new ways of inquiry, which may appear to be perspective.

Translated by author and John Comber
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