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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the article - to determine the specifics and intensity of interest in
M. Hrushevskyi from 2004 to 2022 based on statistical data from the Google search engine.

The research methodology. Analysis using computer-assisted methods was performed on
two types of data: time series (quantitative data) and sets of keywords (qualitative-textual
data). The methods used to examine the time series were: analysis of the central tendency in
the whole set and in the set divided into individual periods; extraction of the main trend from
the time series by sifting out seasonal and random components using the Hodrick Prescott
filter. Computational linguistics methods were used to analyse sets of keywords (text data): a
linguistic corpus was created based on the set of keywords, from which words with only
grammatical meaning were removed. A table of the frequency of occurrence of specific words
individually as well as the frequency of associations between words was then drawn up.

The scientific novelty of the study consists in clarifying the peculiarities of
M. Hrushevskyi’'s reception in cyberspace, manifested in the frequency of searching for
information about him using the popular Google search engine, as well as Wikipedia, the
largest online encyclopedia.

Conclusions. At the end of our research, we conclude that M. Hrushevskyi appears to be a
well-known and important figure to Ukrainian users, but on the contrary, does not generate
much interest amongst Internet users from other countries. As we can see from the acquired
results, search queries concerning M. Hrushevskyi are mainly dominated by scientific and
didactic topics. Therefore, a certain working hypothesis can be derived in that the discourse
dealing with M. Hrushevskyi is not noticeably politicized, as might be expected given his
dizzying career during the revolutionary years. Instead, the discourse relates more to
education, cultural heritage research, memory and history. The obtained data will be useful
primarily to sociologists working on establishing the attitude change dynamics of Ukrainians
towards our most famous historical figures.

Keywords: M. Hrushevskyi, “born digital” sources, Google search engine, Hodrick Prescott
filter, perception
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AHoTALIA

Mema cmammi - Ha OCHOBi CTaTUCTUYHUX JJAHUX MMOUTYKOBOI cucTeMH Google BUBHAYUTH
cnenudiky ¥ iHTeHCUBHICTB iHTepecy Ao noctaTi M. ['pymeBcpkoro npoTtsrom 2004-2022 pp.

Memodoaoeiss 0docaidiceHHs. AHami3, BHKOHAaHHWM 3a JONOMOTOK KOMITIOTEPHUX
MeTOZiB, MPOBOAMBCSA Ha JBOX THIAX JaHUX: 4YacoBi psaauw (KisbKicHi gaHi) Ta Hab6opu
KJIIOYOBUX CJIiB (fKiCHI - TekcToBi faHi). MeToaH, iKi BUKOPHUCTOBYIOTBCS AJIs JOCJiKEHHS
4acOBHUX PsA/iB: aHaJi3 EHTPAJbHOrO TPEHAY B HA6OPi Ta OKPeMHUX MOMEHTIB 4acy, a TaK0X
BU/IiIJIeHH OCHOBHOI'O TpeHJY 3 YacoBOro psAAy UJIAXOM BifCilOBaHHA CE30HHUX |
BUIA/IKOBUX KOMIIOHEHTIB 3a gonomoroto ¢inbTpa Xoapika [IpeckorTa. |y aHaizy HabopiB
KJIIOYOBUX CJIiB (TEKCTOBUX J@HUX) Oy BUKOPUCTAHI METOAU KOMIT'IOTEPHOI JIIHI'BiCTUKMU:
Ha OCHOBi HaGOpPy KJIIOYOBHUX CJIiB CTBOPIOBAJIM JIIHTBICTUYHUM KOPIYC, 3 SKOTO BUAAJISIN
CJIOBa, L0 MAIOTh JIMIIE rpaMaTUdHe 3HavyeHHd. [loTiM Gysa ckJyajieHa TabJWLSA 4acTOTH
3yCTpi4aJIbHOCTI OKpEMHUX CJIiB, 1K OKpeMO, TaK i 4aCTOTH acolialii MiX CJI0BaMHU.

Haykoea HO8U3Ha A0CJiKEHHS NOJIATaE y 3'sCyBaHHI ocobyinBocTel peuentii moctaTi
M. 'pymieBcbKOro B KiGeprnpocTopi, 10 NMPOSIBJASETbCSA Y 4acTOTi MOIWYKYy iHdopmMarii mpo
HBOTO B IOMYJISIPHOMY NOIIYKOBUKY Google, a Takoxx HaWGinbuIil HUpoBil eHnuKIONEAT
Bikinepis.

BucHoeku. Y nifcyMKy HaIoro AocaiP)KeHHd Bii3Ha4yKMMo, 10 M. ['pyiieBcbKUN TOCTAE K
JiF4 3HaHWH | BaOXJIMBUH /I YKPAiHCBKOrO CyCHiJIbCTBA Ta, HAaBINaKH, He HAATO 3alUTaHa
MOCTATh /IS KOPUCTYBaYiB [HTepHeTy 3 iHIIMX KpaiH. flk 6a4MMo 3 HaBeleHUX pe3yJIbTaTiB, B
3aMUTax CTOCOBHO M. [pymeBcbKoro goMiHye 37e06inblIOro HaykoBa Ta /[AUAAKTHYHA
TeMaTHKa. ToX IMeBHOI po6o4Yol0 TinoTe301 € Te, M0 [AUCKYpPC, ONHUCYIOUYUH
M. ['pyiieBcbKOro, He € CKiJIbKH-HEOY/[b NOMITHO HOJITH30BaHUM, W06 MOXHA O0yJ0
OUiKyBaTH 3 OIJIsI/Iy Ha KOr0 KapKOJIOMHY Kap‘epy B peBoJOLiHI poku. HaToMicTs, 3rajanuii
JIMCKYyPC MOB‘I3aHUM 3 OCBITOI0, AOC/I/PKEHHSAMU Ha/J Ky/JIbTYyPHOIO CNIaALMHO0, NaM ITTIO Ta
ictopiero. OTpuMaHi pe3yJbTaTH CTaHyTb Y Haroji, HacaMmIlepeZ, couioJjoraM, KOTpi
30cepe/KeHi Ha 3'ICYBaHHI JAWHAMiKM 3MiHM HACTPOIiB YKpaiHIIB CTOCOBHO HaMGijibII
aBTOPUTETHHUX AiA4iB MUHYJIOTO.

Kamwouosi caoea: M. I'pymeBcbkuis, mxepena «born digital», momykoBa cucrema Google,
odinbTp Xoapika [IpeckoTTa, penenuis

INTRODUCE

Active archival heuristics of pear studies during the last thirty years have made
researchers knowledgeable on the specific content of fundamental source deposits of
Ukrainian collections, at the very leastl. In such circumstances, when faced with rapid

1 Tenvsak Bimaaiii. CydacHe TIpylieBCbKO3HAaBCTBO: 3JJ00yTKH, BTPATH, MEpPCNeKTHUBU. YkpaiHcbkull
icmopuyunuli scypuan. 2021. Ne 5. C. 4-16.
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actualization of the traditional (textual & visual) sources, it becomes more relevant to
discuss the need to expand the source acquisition horizons of historical science
researchers. At the same time, attention is increasingly being directed towards the
Internet’s informational potential, especially in Western humanitarian sciences. Our
research aims to draw attention to the possibilities of studying and interpreting several
so-called ‘born digital’ sources. We use the term ‘born digital’ in reference to the data
that originally appeared as digital, that is, generated in cyberspace or with the help of
digital information transformation assets, and did not previously exist in an analog
version.

The purpose of our research is to discover the peculiarities of M. Hrushevskyi’s
perception in cyberspace, manifested in the frequency of searching for information
about him using the popular Google search engine Wikipedia, the largest online
encyclopedia.

MAIN MATERIAL PRESENTMENT

In enacting our research, we use the extended option of the Google search engine:
trends.google. Our use of this function is not incidental, nor is it a consequence of it
being simply ‘at hand’. In today’s world, the Internet’s general availability has warped
the reality of information research practices in the most robust fashion. Going through
library catalogues, encyclopedias, and dictionaries have given way today to entering
queries into Internet search engines, among which Google has occupied a dominant
position since the beginning of our century. Using Google has become a skill so
universal that it has turned into an almost involuntary action. To this end, the Ukrainian
language has gained a new verb ‘moryrautw’, which means searching for any
information on the Internet, regardless of the search engine used.

This situation generates several cognitive problems. Firstly, the nature of
‘objectivity’ of the received data is a concern, namely when it comes to the results
generated by search engines, primarily in terms of their hierarchy. Another issue is the
information omitted by the search engine. Finally, the most relevant concern is the
individualization of search results. This happens because Google programs track the
user’s Internet activity (recognizable by IP address or login data) and, depending on it,
select the answer to the question inputted into the search engine. This means that two
internet users with different web surfing histories will get different results for identical
queries entered in the search engine. These outlined issues, as well as other ones not
mentioned, do not change the fact that Google’s extensive use makes statistical
information on the questions put into its search bar a valuable source of information
about Internet users and their interests, which refers to the larger part of humanity.

Created in 2006, the trends.google function provides every user with access to data
on the search intensity of a particular query from 2004 onwards. This immediately
attracted the attention of business-minded people, who saw in it an opportunity to
study the habits of potential customers (finding out the most requested goods and
services in a given season, for instance)2. This data has also been useful in epidemiology
- trends.google was considered an extremely effective tool for predicting flu outbreaks
(based on queries entered into the search engine, such as ones concerning flu

2 Comp.: Choi Hyunyoung, Varian Hal. Predicting the Present with Google Trends. The Economic Record.
2012. Vol. 88. Special Issue. June. S. 2-9.
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medicine) in the 2008-2013 period. The underestimation of the 2013 flu outbreak3
made data scientists more distrustful of the received data, exposing the potential
pitfalls of this type of information collection. It was a reminder that data does not
reliably and assuredly elucidate the audience about the nature of the world but only
provides accurate information about what people are searching for on the Internet.
This data can be beneficial in social, economic and humanitarian studies, however, it
requires critical and careful analysis of the research issues posed by this type of data*.
In order to understand whether the statistical data obtained from trends.google can
be used to reliably portray the social realities of life in Ukraine, let us try to use it to
help us ascertain the well-documented attitude problem of Ukrainians towards their
native Ukrainian language as opposed to the Russian language, the influence of which
on Ukrainian territory is substantial at this moment in time - especially in the eastern
part of the country. According to the data of the 2001 population census, a significant
part of the Ukrainian society living in the eastern regions predominantly used the
Russian language, not Ukrainian. We present this data in the form of a diagram (fig. 1).

The majority language by city, town, and village councils
Results from the Ukrainian 2001 Census

Ukrainian
Russian
Romanian/Moldovan
Crimean Tatar
Hungarian
Bulgarian
Gagauz

Polish
Albanian
Chernobyl disaster area (formerly Ukrainian)

Fig. 1. Data after the 2001 Ukrainian census

(Source: Wikipedia. URL: http://bitly/31W874S)

3 Comp.: Lazer David, Kennedy Ryan, King Gary, Vespignani Alessandro. The Parable of Google Flu: Traps
in Big Data Analysis. Science. 2014. Vol. 343. 14 March.

4 Seung-Pyo Jun, Hyoung Sun Yoo, San Choi. Ten years of research change using Google Trends: From the
perspective of big data utilizations and applications. Technological Forecasting & Social Change. 2018.
Vol. 130.S. 69-87.
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Now let us compare these survey results with interest in the ‘Ukrainian language’
and ‘Russian language’ topics, measured by the frequency of entering these two queries
in the Google search engine (in varying contexts, such as ‘History of the Ukrainian
language’ or ‘Russian-language films’) by IP addresses operating on Ukrainian territory
in 2004-2019. After calculating the received data and assigning it to specific areas, we
obtained the following results, which are also presented below in the form of a diagram

(fig. 2).

® Russian @ Ukrainian

s o

Fig. 2. Russian and Ukrainian languages according to trends.google data in Ukraine, by region

As we can see, the results that were obtained using trends.google help us illustrate
the real socio-cultural phenomenon, which is the functioning of two languages on the
territory of Ukraine and the significant influence of the Russian language as a means
of everyday communication in the country’s eastern part.

The provided example was only intended to showcase the cognitive value of
statistical data in the Google search system, since the purpose of our article is to
determine (on the basis of this data) the specifics and intensity of interest in M.
Hrushevskyi. In fact, we will try to demonstrate how trends.google can be helpful for
researching the perception phenomenon of M. Hrushevskyi’s work among a wide
circle of readers, not limited to a niche group of connoisseurs. Also, it is necessary to
account for the peculiarity of the gathered data, its relative, and not absolute nature.
The data we receive indicates the intensity of searches over a certain period (from
2004 and onwards), measured not in absolute data (the number of queries entered)
but in relative (percentage) values, in which the reference points are the maximum
intensity of searches for a certain period - 100%. The data attained in this way is
expected to showcase a trend - an increase, or a decrease in search tendencies.

Therefore, for any queries concerning M. Hrushevskyi, input anywhere in the
world (global search) post 2004, we get the following results (fig. 3).
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Fig. 3. Interest in the figure of Mykhailo Hrushevsky according to trends google data (global
reach)

From the given graph, we can ascertain that the 2004-2022 period is characterized
by drastic changes in interest in M. Hrushevskyi. The intensity of interest peaked in
2004 and 2014, which were the 70t and 80th anniversaries of the scholar’s death,
respectively. However, in our opinion, the sharp increase in interest in M. Hrushevskyi
at that time can be attributed to the actualization of his historical and political opinions
in the context of the Orange Revolution and the Revolution of Dignity and the
subsequent Russian aggression against Ukraine. In the following years, this level of
interest stabilized, with a slight increase during the jubilee celebrations of 2016 and
2021, relating to, respectively, the 150t and 155t anniversaries of Hrushevskyi’s birth.

We can increase the informational value of the given data by averaging the
quantitative data obtained on trends.google for each year separately. Having done so,

we get the following results (Fig. 4).

Fig. 4. Interest in the figure of Mikhailo Hrushevsky according to trends.google data (global
reach) by year.
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The showcased data from trends.google relates to global search. However, it is
possible to separate information about each country using this data (ones where the
intensity of searches was not less than 1% of the maximum value) and, in this way,
establish a makeshift ‘hierarchy’ of countries in which Internet users searched for
information about M. Hrushevskyi.

Lkraing 4
Belars -
Fussiz -—
Moldoya -
Latvia
Estonia
Georgts -
Kazakhstan -
United States
israel
Turkey
Poland I
Germany !
Netherands
Lanada 'l
italy 'l
Spain A
United Kingdom
France ‘
Crechis @
B 20 40 0 50 0o

Fig. 5. Global interest in the figure of Mikhail Hrushevsky according to trends.google data by
the percentage of searches by country.

Lountry

mmm Mykhailo Hrushevsky

This data is useful because it can serve to verify many established stereotypes.
Therefore, as expected, Ukraine is leading in the number of inquiries about
M. Hrushevskyi. Next come users from Belarus (20% of Ukrainian activity), Russia and
Moldova (about 10% of Ukrainian activity), Estonia closes the top 5, whose users have
almost the same intensity of queries as those from Georgia (about 3% of Ukrainian
activity). Then, in descending order, there are searches from Kazakhstan, Latvia, Israel
and the Czech Republic, which close the top 10 in terms of search intensity. The last two
countries exhibit only 1% of Ukrainian activity. We have similar results, with minor
differences, for Internet users from Lithuania, Poland, Germany, the Netherlands,
Romania, Canada, Spain, Italy, the United Kingdom, France, the USA and Turkey. It
should be noted that in the context of the given data, it is essential to compare it with
the traditions of M. Hrushevskyi's reception during his lifetime in the Czech Republic?,
Germanys, Romania’ and Frances.

According to the criterion of the language implemented in the search queries, the
Ukrainian segment also clearly dominates. The interest of Russian-speaking users is not

5 Telvak V., Telvak V. Mykhailo Hrushevsky in Czech historiography (the first third of the 20t century).
Codrul Cosminului. 2019. Vol. XXV. No 2. P. 265-286.

6 Telvak V., Yanyshyn B., Telvak V. Between history and politics: the image of Mykhailo Hrushevsky in
German Slavic studies of the first third of the 20t century. Przeglqd nauk historycznych. 2021. R. XX. Nr 2.
S.103-125; Telvak V., Yanyshyn B. ‘Geschichte des Ukrainischen (Ruthenischen) volkes’ of Mykhailo
Hrushevsky in the discussions of the beginning of the XXth century. Studia Historica Nitriensia. 2021.
Vol. 25.No 1. P. 71-90.

7 Telvak V., Ilnytskyi V. Mykhailo Hrushevsky and Nicolae lorga: scholars’ struggle over the national
history. Codrul Cosminului. 2018. Vol. XXIV. No 1. P. 53-64.

8 Tesvsak B, Tesnveak B. Muxaitno I'pymeBcbkuil y KoJii PppaHIy3bKUX KoJier: Mpo6JeMHu pelemnuii.
Eminak. 2022. Ne 4 (40). C. 120-138.
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decidedly inferior. English-, Polish-, German-, French-, Czech-, Spanish-, Japanese- and
[talian-speaking users, however, are significantly less interested in the subject.
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Fig. 6. Entries to pages dedicated to Mikhail Hrushevsky posted on Wikipedia (global
coverage) with a breakdown of the language versions of the pages.

The monthly average search data is interesting. It shows a stable interest in
M. Hrushevskyi throughout the year, except for the summer months, which might be
explained by the searchers’ dominant didactic motivation. Another relevant fact is that
most searches occur in September and November, when the anniversaries of the birth
and death of Hrushevskyi are celebrated, respectively.
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Fig. 7. Interest in the figure of Mikhailo Hrushevsky according to trends.google data (global
reach) by month of search
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As demonstrated, the data obtained from trends.google is in the ‘time series’ format,
a two-dimensional data table showing quantitative measurements of a certain variable
(i.e., search volume) at regular intervals. We can perform a transformation on the time
series, which will separate its components: the general trend from seasonality and
irregular components (outliers). In the provided example below, we have figured out
the underlying trend for the time series using the python stats models programming
language module to apply the Hodrick-Prescott filter, which is a ‘smoothing’ option for
data distribution?®, to show the underlying trend separated from temporal increases and
reductions. As a result of the computations above, we got the graph showcased below,
which testifies to a completely unknown until now a tendency towards moderate
growth (on a global scale) of interest in M. Hrushevskyi.

100 — Mykhailo Hrushevsky: (Global)
trend
80
60

m |
Mgt it HW/“W ”

2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021

time

Fig. 8. Interest in the figure of Mikhailo Hrushevsky according to trends.google data (global
coverage) with the general trend extracted - seasonal components of the time series sifted
using the Hodrick-Prescott filter.

Data on the frequency of search queries related to M. HrushevsKkyi or visits to his
Wikipedia page will not tell us much about his work’s perception without juxtaposing
it with the data relating to other personalities - his famous contemporaries. The
trends.google option makes it possible to compare search intensity according to
different keywords or topics. In order to evaluate M. Hrushevskyi’s popularity
amongst Internet users next to his contemporaries, we chose two iconic Ukrainian
scholars of the past, as well as two leading politicians of that chaotic era of Ukrainian
history. These are historians Volodymyr Antonovych and Vyacheslav LypynsKyi, as
well as Pavlo Skoropadskyi and Symon Petliura.

9Harvey Andrew, Thomas Trimbur. Trend estimation and the Hodrick-Prescott filter. Journal of the Japan
Statistical Society. 2008. Vol. 38 (1). S. 41-49.
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Fig. 9. Interest in the figure of Mikhail Hrushevsky in comparison with other historical figures
from modern Ukrainian history according to trends.google data
(coverage for Ukraine)

In order to increase the informational value of the given data, we will provide an
average number for each year separately below. The results are as follows (fig. 10).

The data shows that M. Hrushevskyi has a notable advantage over his fellow
historians V. Antonovych and V. Lypynskyi. The situation is similar in regard to the
aforementioned political figures as well. Even though the number of searches for
P. Skoropadskyi was also fairly high (in 2004 in particular, which can be written off as
a sort of after-effect of the 130th anniversary of his birth a year earlier), the average
interest in M. Hrushevskyi among Internet users remains greater. In descending
order of popularity according to average annual searches, Hrushevskyi is followed by
his political rival P.Skoropadskyi, and then V.Lypynskyi, S.Petliura and finally,
V. Antonovych. The average monthly indicators of Internet users’ interest are also all
in favor of M. Hrushevskyi, who is once again followed by all the same people in the
exact order.
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Fig. 10. Interest in the figure of Mikhailo Hrushevsky compared to other historical figures from
modern Ukrainian history according to trends.google (coverage for Ukraine) data by year of
search.

Equally interesting is the question of M. Hrushevskyi’s popularity among Internet
users compared to other prominent Ukrainians. Here, we have chosen for comparison
the figures of ancient Ruthenian, Cossack, and modern (to Hrushevskyi himself)
periods - those of Danylo Halytskyi, Ivan Mazepa, Bohdan Khmelnytskyi and Stepan
Bandera. As we can see, the latter prevails in popularity here, albeit over a short
period. who prevails in popularity here, albeit over a short period. In 2014 and 2022,
there was a sharp increase in Stepan Bandera’s popularity among Internet users,
which is undoubtedly rooted in social and political circumstances, influenced by the
events of the Revolution of Dignity and Russian aggression, which amplified the
search intensity for iconic figures of the Ukrainian liberation movement. S. Bandera is
closely followed in popularity by B. Khmelnytskyi and M. Hrushevskyi and then by
I. Mazepa and Danylo Halytskyi (fig. 11).
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Fig. 11. Interest in the figure of Mikhail Hrushevsky in comparison with other historical figures
from modern Ukrainian history according to trends.google data (coverage for Ukraine).

On the other hand, as for the average indicators during the 2004-2022 period,
S.Bandera is followed by I.Mazepa, and then, in descending order, by
B. Khmelnytskyi, M. Hrushevskyi and Danylo Halytskyi (fig. 12).

Bohdan Khmelnytsky

Ivan Mazepa

Stepan Bandera

Mykhailo Hrushevsky

Daniel of Galicia

Fig. 12. Averaged annual values of interest in selected historical figures according to
trends.google data

After separating the general tendencies using the Hodrick-Prescott filter for the
aforementioned historical figures (the values show the intensity of searches in
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Ukraine), it turns out that the general trend of the data distribution (after the removal
of temporal fluctuations) is in some places distinctly different from the initial
impression caused by viewing unfiltered data. Thus, for searches related to S. Bandera,
this difference is significant (fig. 13).

—— Stepan Bandera
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Fig. 13. Interest in the figure of Stepan Bandera according to trends.google data (for searches
from within Ukraine) with the general trend extracted (seasonal elements of the time series
extracted using the Hodrick Prescott filter.

Whereas for the searches regarding M. Hrushevskyi, the filtered tendencies coincide
with unfiltered data (fig. 14).

—— Mykhailo Hrushevsky
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Fig. 14. Interest in the figure of Mykhailo Hrushevsky according to trends.google data (for
searches from within Ukraine) with the general trend extracted (seasonal elements of the time
series extracted using the Hodrick Prescott filter.
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Highlighting the trend indicates a slight (since 2019) increase in interest towards
the ‘pro-Western’ king Danylo Halytskyi (fig. 15).
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Fig. 15. Interest in the figure of Daniel of Galicia according to trends.google data (for searches
from Ukraine) with the general trend extracted (seasonal elements of the time series
extracted using the Hodrick Prescott filter.

A slight increase in interest can also be observed in I. Mazepa’s case (fig. 16).
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Fig. 16. Interest in the figure of Ivan Mazepv according to trends.google data (for searches
from Ukraine) with the general trend extracted (seasonal elements of the time series
extracted using the Hodrick Prescott filter.
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Filtration of data showcases that in the case of B.Khmelnytsky, interest does not
increase or wane, it is consistent, and its fluctuations are only cyclical, which can be
seen in the chart below, which shows unfiltered data, cyclical fluctuations and a very
stable tendency overall (fig. 17).

Bohdan Khmelnytsky
trend

80
60
40

20 [\|A

™ | |
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2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021

time
Fig. 17. Interest in the figure of Bohdan Khmelnytsky according to trends.google data (for

searches from Ukraine) with extracted general trend (seasonal elements of the time series
sifted using the Hodrick Prescott filter.

It also seems productive to expand the topicality of our research by comparing
interest in M. Hrushevskyi with that of other historical figures in different countries
(localizations). The data from Wikipedia (page visit stats) is the most valuable here
since this website provides it in an irrelative form. Therefore, we can compare
M. Hrushevskyi’s popularity in Ukraine to the interest in figures who played similar
roles in the histories of other Slavic nations: Tomas Masaryk for the Czechs, Pavel
Milyukov for the Russians, and Michat Bobrzynski and Roman Dmowski (author of
Polish historiosophy and political philosophy) for the Poles. The comparison of
popularity dynamics of these figures on Wikipedia in 2022 looks as follows (fig. 18).

Now let us compare the average value - the number of daily entries (again, the
provided data is irrelative) (fig. 19).

Also let us showcase the total number of entries (fig. 20).

If we are interested in the specifics of interest in M. Hrushevskyi (the aspects of his
life/work/his work’s reception), then we should analyze the keywords that are used
in the Google search engine queries alongside with the historian’s name. The stats for
such words are as follows (Fig. 21).
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Fig. 18. The number of entries to Wikipedia pages (in the period 2016-2022) dedicated to
figures from Polish, Ukrainian and Czech history: intellectuals and also politicians.



250 EMIHAK

Tomés Garrigue Masaryk
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Mykhailo Hrushevsky
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Fig. 19. Average daily number of entries to Wikipedia pages (in the period 2016-2022)
dedicated to figures from Polish, Ukrainian and Czech history: intellectuals and also
politicians.
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Fig. 20. Total number of hits (in millions) on Wikipedia pages (in the period 2016-2022)
dedicated to figures from Polish, Ukrainian and Czech history: intellectuals and politicians.
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As shown by the provided stats, many of these words refer to general information
about the scholar (facts about his life, biographical info, personal characteristics). Also,
these queries indicate the scientific or didactic nature of the interest (research paper
and essay writing). Some of the queries relate to Hrushevskyi’'s main hobby (coin
collecting) and some to his political activities (as Chairman of the Central Council of
Ukraine).

If the question of whether there is a connection between the search for information
about M. Hrushevskyi himself and his principal historical work, “History of Ukraine-
Rus’, interests us, then these instances are directly related, as we can see in the
following chart (fig. 22).

An important footnote aiding the demystification of M. Hrushevskyi’s figure among
today’s intellectuals, relates to the lack of correlation between the ‘Hrushevskyi’ and
the ‘first president of Ukraine’ search queries. Therefore, we can claim that modern
historians have successfully overcome the myth surrounding M. Hrushevskyi's
presumed status as the first president of the Ukrainian People’s Republic.

CONCLUSIONS

As a result of our research, we can surmise that M. Hrushevskyi is a well-known and
respected figure in Ukrainian society and, on the contrary, is not very popular amongst
Internet users from other countries. As we can see from the gathered data, queries
regarding M. Hrushevskyi predominantly relate to scientific and didactic topics.
Therefore, a certain working hypothesis can be put forth that the discourse
surrounding M. Hrushevskyi is not as politicized, as could be expected given his
meteoric career during the revolutionary years. Instead, the discourse is much more
closely related to education, cultural heritage research, memory and history. The
results obtained from this research will be helpful to sociologists working on the
attitude dynamics study of Ukrainians regarding the most famous and influential
figures of the past.
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