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Editor’s Foreword

In 2009, the 14th volume of Baltic-Pontic Studies (BPS) ran a series of papers
summing up the state of research at that time into the routes between the Baltic
and Black seas between the 4th and Ist mill. BC. They are an expression of an
early reflection prompted by the need to look more closely at the impact Pontic
cultural environments — where composite metallurgy was practised, designated
as Early Bronze in this volume — had on the Decline Neolithic and Proto-Bronze
settlement centres in the Baltic drainage basin. It is to this question that successive
volumes of the BPS shall be devoted.

Specifically, according to the research programme aims mentioned above (ini-
tial fruits being the papers included in BPS, vol. 18) the environments of Northern
Pontic cultures — Yamnaya, Catacomb and Babyno — and the Trzciniec cultural
circle were identified as generators of the Ingul-Donets Early Bronze Civilization
or their immediate neighbours. In proposing this modification of the gamut of
phenomena making up the prologue to the European Bronze Age, we intend to
suggest the need for a more integrated (‘extra-taxonomic’) and at the same time,
territorially wide-ranging reading of Northern Pontic civilization environments
and its cultural interaction in the period from the 3rd to the first half of the 2nd
mill. BC.

More arguments in favour of the above opinion can be found in the introduc-
tory paper: The Baltic Drainage Basin in the Reconstruction of the Mental Map of
Central Europe Held in Common by Northern-Pontic Early-Bronze Civilization
Communities; 3200 — 1600 BC, An outline of research programme.



Editorial comment

1. All dates in the B-PS are calibrated [BC; see: Radiocarbon vol. 28, 1986,
and the next volumes]. Deviations from this rule will be point out in notes
[bc].

2. The names of the archaelogical cultures and sites are standarized to the
English literature on the subject (e.g. M. Gimbutas, J.P. Mallory). In the
case of a new term, the author’s original name has been retained.

3. The spelling of names of localities having the rank of administrative cen-
tres follows official, state, English language cartographic publications (e.g.
Ukraine, scale 1 : 2 000 000, Kyiv: Mapa LTD, edition of 1996; Respublika
BELARUS’, REVIEW-TOPOGRAPHIC MAP, scale 1:1 000 000, Minsk:
BYELORUSSIAN CARTOGRAPHIC AN GEODETIC ENTERPISE, edition
1993).
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Mikola Kryvaltsevich

BABYNO-TYPE CERAMICS IN THE EASTERN
POLESSIYE

1. INTRODUCTION

The Babyno culture circle (2200 — 1800 BC) belonged to the post-Catacomb
block of cultures of the Northern Pontic — Caspian Region. The main territory of
proliferation of monuments associated with the Babyno culture circle (BCC) lies
within the steppe and forest-steppe zone of the Northern Pontic area: from the right-
bank Prut and the lower Danube in the west, to the Lower Don in the east [Litvinenko
2009a; 2011b]. Groups of monuments and individual finds of the Babyno types oc-
cur outside of the main territory: in the north of the forest-steppe and in the south
of the forest zone [Litvinenko 2008a]. The eastern Polissya is a peripheral region of
monuments containing Babyno materials in the south of the forest zone.

The issue of occurrence of materials linked culturally to the circle of steppe
antiquities (with their typical multi-roll Mnogovalikovaya pottery patterns) in the
south-east of Belarus became a matter of discussion, for the first time, after Pobol
published an article on the Borysovshchyna grave [Pobol 1966: 194-197]. In 1967,
Vladymir F. Isaenko and Mikhailo M. Cherniavsky named several eastern Polissya
monuments, which, in their opinion, contained materials “displaying borrowings
of elements of the Mnogovalikovaya pottery culture” [1967: 157]. In 1982-1983,
Bychkov excavated the settlement of Zaspa 2 on the Dnieper near Rechytsia [1982;
1983a; 1985]. In the cultural layer of the monument, he found a representative and
typical collection of multi-cordoned ware (Mnogovalikovaya pottery) and, there-
fore, finally confirmed his proposition in respect to the presence of Babyno mate-
rials on the territory of south-eastern Belarus.

In the first decade of 2000, this author published articles with a preliminary
summary of all data for Babyno materials collected by that time in the eastern
regions of the Belarusian Polissya [Kryvaltsevich 2001:318-322; 2004:154-156;
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2005: 149-156]. Apart from systematisation of Mnogovalikovaya pottery from 13
monuments located in Belarus, the articles pointed out to some of its specific fea-
tures and suggested an assumption that it contained some elements typical for the
Middle Dnieper culture (MDC). It was also noted that the Borysovshchyna grave,
found by Pobol, should be regarded as an object bearing syncretic features, where
the Babyno culture elements had but a relatively small role [Kryvaltsevich 2001:
318-322;2004: 154-156; 2005: 149-156]. The published material was used by Lit-
vinenko to characterise the Dnieper — Pripyat local group of BCC monuments that
he had identified. In his view, the Dnieper-Pripyat group had to be provisionally
considered within a system of other northern and north-western periphery groups
of the Babyno type (Desna-Seim, Podolia-Volhynia groups) that had emerged as
a result of infiltration of bearers of the Babyno community into a different cultural
environment [Litvinenko 2008a; 2009a].

Within the recent decade the historical scholarly base of antiquities of the Babyno
type in the Belarusian eastern Polissya has expanded, which allows a deeper analysis
and identification of new circumstances regarding their proliferation and genesis.

2. SOURCES

This article analyses materials of the Babyno type from 27 Belarusian eastern
Polissya monuments: Lomysh 2, Zhakhovychi 1, Narovlya, Tulgovichi 1, Teshkov
2, Konotop 2, Orevichi 1, Dernovichi 1, Khvoshchevka 2, Yurovichi 3, 4, 5 on the
Prypyat River (objects gathered from the surface and excavated by Isaenko) the
settlement of Mozyr — Kimborovka on the Prypyat River (excavations by Zolashko,
Bulkina, Kolosovsky) Abakumy 1 in the estuary of the Sozh River (excavations
by the author and Makushnikov) Derazhichi ( objects gathered on the surface by
Isaenko, Ksendzov and this author), a group of monuments near the village of
Byvalki (objects gathered on the surface by this author and Sinila), Belyi Bereg
(objects gathered on the surface by Melnikovskaya), the settlement of Mokhov
(excavations by Melnikovskaya), Mokhov 3A (excavations by the author), Unoryt-
sa (objects gathered on the surface by Ksendzov), Kopan 1 (objects gathered on
the surface by Bychkov), Zaspa 2 (excavations by Bychkov) on the Dnieper; the
barrow burial mound Pribor on the Uza River (excavations by Bychkov and the
author) Borysovshchyna 1 on the Ptich River (excavations by Pobol and the author)
(Fig. 1). The materials of the above monuments are kept in the archaeological re-
serves of the Institute of History of the Belarusian Academy of Sciences and in the
collection of the Gomel Palace Park Ensemble, the Mozyr and the Rechytsa local
history museums. The majority of finds were obtained as a result of surface gather-
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Fig. 1. Monuments with the Babyno-type pottery on the territory of the eastern Polissya of Belar-
us (a): 1 —Zaspa 2; 2 — Abakumy 1; 3 — Mokhowv hill fort; 4 — Mokhov 3A; 5 — Derazhichi; 6 — Byval-
ki-Dyubicheva Gora; 7 — Byvalki-Rubezhnyi Rov; 8 — Byvalki-Sholomova Gora; 9 — Byvalki-Most;
10 — Belyi Bereg; 11 — Kopan 1; 12 — Unoritsa 2; 13 — Mozyr-Kimborovka hill fort; 14 — Yurovichi 3;
15 — Yurovichi 4; 16 — Yurovichi 5; 17 — Zhakhovichi 1; 18 — Lomysh 2; 19 — Narovlya; 20 — Tulgov-
ichi 1; 21 — Teshkov 2; 22 — Konotop 2; 23 — Orevichi 1; 24 — Dernovichi 1; 25 — Khvoschovka 2;
26 — Pribor. Pottery with elements of the Babyno type (b): 27 — Borisovshchina 1

ing; some were obtained through excavations. Multi-cordoned (Mnogovalikovaya)
ware was present in multi-cultural complexes and identified with the help of the
comparative typology method. Multi-cordoned ware objects found in those monu-
ments were usually accompanied by objects and materials of the eastern Polissya
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Fig. 2. Zaspa 2. Babyno-type pottery: Group I (1, 3 — 5) Group 1I (2)
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version of the Dnieper Donets Culture (EPDDC) Middle Dnieper culture (MDC)
the Trzciniec culture circle (TCC) (including the Sosnitsya type) monuments con-
taining the Polissya-type corded ware (CWPT). The Babyno-type ceramics were
represented by a relatively small number of individual fragments (from one to
a few dozen) or several piles of fragments of broken pots (Zaspa 2).

2.1. DISSEMINATION RANGE AND CONDITIONS OF MONUMENT LOCATION

Almost all of the above monuments were located within the confines of the
Gomel and Mozyr Polissya along the rivers of Pripyat and Dnieper. Individual
monuments were found in the estuary of the River of Sozh and the lower current
of the River of Uza (the right tributary of the Sozh). The Borysovshchyna 1 grave,
in which only individual elements of the Babyno type could be traced, was found
in the confines of the Bobruysk plain of the eastern Pre-Polissya in the basin of the
River of Ptich, the left tributary of the Pripyat (Fig. 1). It is worthy of note that the
multi-cordoned ware occurred, in most cases, on the banks of relatively large rivers
(Pripyat, Dnieper, Sozh) that had direct connections along the Dnieper with the ter-
ritories farther south, primarily the forest-steppe lands. Within the Polissya, those
rivers boast broad valleys with extensive floodplain meadows. The monuments, in
which the multi-cordoned ware occurred, were located directly in the floodplains
(on sand dunes, the remnants of terraces), or on the edges of river terraces. Some
of the monuments were found on the highest parts of the local relief: on the right
(root) bank of the Dnieper (settlements Mokhov, Byvalki) on the high point of the
Mozyr heights, adjacent to the Pripyat (Mozyr-Kimborovka hill fort).

2.2. PRINCIPLE POTTERY COMPLEXES AND TAXONOMY

In general, a number of features indicate that a piece of eastern Polissya pot-
tery belongs to the Babyno culture circle (BCC): (a) ornamental elements rep-
resented by rolls, smooth and decorated with finger impressions, which were
arranged in Horizontal rows, tree-like, triangular or “parquetry” patterns; (b)
combination of rolls with scratched ornaments, including the patterns formed by
shaded triangles, parquet and tree-like ornaments and others; (c) the shape of
some pots with a turned-out rim and a bi-conical; (d) technological features,
represented by dense, hard and sometimes heavy clay mass with the admixture of



144

Fig. 3. Abakumy 1. Babyno-type pottery: Group I (1, 2, 8); Group Il 3 -7, 9)
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a large amount of sand and some other artificial barren agents; smooth (some-
times engobed), reddish-brown, dark red, yellow-red colour of the outer surface
and darker inner surface of the vessels, smooth or with traces of rubbing; many
of the vessels relatively thick-walled (up to 1.0 — 1.2 cm). These features rarely
occurred combined at the same time and within the same complex. Usually the
eastern Polissya pottery displayed only some of the above features. Moreover, the
Babyno type pottery in the eastern areas of Polissya was not homogenous. Judg-
ing by materials of four of the most demonstrative pottery complexes (Zaspa 2,
Abakumy 1, Mokhov settlement, Mozyr-Kimborowka settlement), we can identi-
fy three key groups of Babyno-type pottery.

2.3. ZASPA2

The monument is located on a small right-bank floodplain hill of the Dniep-
er River. Bychkov studied Zaspa 2 with excavations in 1982-1983 [1982; 1983a;
1983b]. The Babyno-type pottery complex from Zaspa 2 included incomplete as-
semblages and shards of five pots, as well as five fragments of other multi-cordoned
vessels (Fig. 2). It is worthy of note that the Zaspa 2 settlement also contained
materials of other cultures and types: Neolithic Pit-Comb Ware; Middle Dnieper
culture and the Sosnitsya type comb-ring ceramic ware. The dominating finds and
objects (household and domestic) on the monument were those connected to the
late Sosnitsya stage of the Bronze Age [Bychkov 1982; 1983a; 1983b; 1985; 1989].
Researching Bychkov’s excavation materials (kept in the reserves of the Institute of
History of the Belarusian Academy of Sciences) allows us to identify two groups
of Babyno-type pottery.'

Group I includes incomplete broken pots and fragments of four pots, five frag-
ments of walls of other vessels (Fig. 2:1, 3-5). Those ceramic shards had a rel-
atively dense and heavy clay mass with admixtures of a large volume of sand.
The surface was smooth or engobed, red-bordeau or dark-bordeau. The ceramics
were thick-walled (up to 1 — 1.2 cm), ornamented with cordons, smooth or with
finger-made indentations. On one of the vessels, the impressions of a large rec-
tangular stamp were added to the cordoned ornament (Fig. 2:1). Judging by the
presence of the majority of the Babyno features, it may be argued that the collected
pottery matched, to the highest extent, types of pottery that were characteristic of
the Babyno culture circle.

Group Il included fragments of only one of the pots (Fig. 2:2). Its similarity
to Babyno pottery is limited to the typical cordoned ornament with finger inden-

! My earlier papers [Kryvaltsevich 2004; 2005] used drawings with reconstructions of multi-cordoned pots
from Zaspa 2, made earlier by Bychkov [1985; 1989]. The research into Zaspa 2 materials compare Fig. 2
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Fig. 4. Mozyr-Kimborovka hill fort. Babyno-type pottery: Group I (1, 8); Group III (2 —7)
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tations. The vessel’s surface was engobed. It differs from the previous by its pro-
duction technique (the dough contains admixtures of small and medium pieces of
crumbly sediments) and the grey colour of the surface.

The Babyno-type pottery displays some elements borrowed from the Trziniec
culture circle: a tulip-shaped body and a thicker corolla. One of the vessels was
covered with an ornament made with a rectangular stamp, a trace inherited from
the Middle Dnieper culture. Trziniec elements (admixtures of crumbly sediments,
thickened corolla) can be also observed in the pottery of Group II.

In general, one should admit that while maintaining many of the traditional
features of the Babyno type, the multi-cordoned pottery from Zaspa 2 stands out
due to the presence of elements of the Trziniec culture circle (Groups I and II) on
the one hand and following the Middle Dnieper elements (Group I), on the other.
This feature makes Zaspa 2 close to the pottery of the Malopolovetske type from
the Kyiv Dnieper area, in particular, with the complex of Horizon I (the “Baby-
no Horizon”) of Malopolovetske, identified by Lysenko. The key form of the
“Babyno Horizon” pottery is represented by slightly profiled tulip-shaped pots.
Monuments of the Malopolovetske and Khodosovka type, with complexes of the
“Babyno Horizon”, were located on the border between the forest-steppe and the
Polissya. According to Lysenko, elements of the Babyno culture proliferated to
the Kyiv Dnieper area at the stage of Malopolovetske Horizon I (1800 — 1600 BC)
and were added to the local “epi-corded substrate, in which the influence of the
western massif of the Trziniec culture circle could already be observed” (Lysenko
2007: 344). Hence, the Babyno-type ceramics of Zaspa 2 features some resem-
blance to the Malopolovetske Horizon I pottery. This allows assuming that those
complexes emerged at about the same time, i.e., at the late stage of development
of the Babyno culture circle.

24. ABAKUMY 1

The monument is located on a high point of the right terrace of the estuary of
the Sozh River. Makushnikov and this author performed excavations on the mon-
ument in 1998 — 2000. The multicultural monument was represented by materials
and objects of the Sosnitsya type as well as complexes of Mesolithic finds, flint
items and the “forest Neolithic” pottery, the Middle Dnieper culture. Other arte-
facts included about 40 potshards of the Babyno culture circle type (Fig. 3).

Many fragments resemble the Babyno ceramics of Group I from Zaspa 2
(Fig. 3:1, 2, 8). They were made of clay with the admixture of some sand used as
leaner. Traces of smoothing the inner surface by rubbing can be often observed.
The ceramics were yellow-red, their walls about 0.7-1 cm thick. The ornamentation
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Fig. 5. Mozyr-Kimborovka hill fort. Pottery of the late stage of the Middle Dnieper culture



149

consisted of smooth and finger-impressed cordons. In addition to Horizontal rows
of cordons, there were tree-like cordon motifs (Fig. 3:2). In some cases, cordons
were used to decorate the surface of the part of the pot attached to the bottom. The
ornament was made with the help of a large rectangular stamp (Fig. 3:1). The finds
included a fragment of the upper part of the pot with a steep turn of the body.

A small part of the pottery stood out because its production had included the
use of both sand and grog as leaner in the dough and traces of smoothing on the in-
ner surface. The ceramics were relatively thick-walled (about 0.7 cm); the cordons
were narrow and low. This author arranged the above fragments into Group III of
the Babyno-type pottery (Fig. 3:3-7, 9).

Technological features of Group III of the multi-cordoned ware make it closer
to the local pottery of the Middle Dnieper culture. The literature contained multiple
references to the presence of Middle Dnieper elements in multi-cordoned ware of
some regions. Specifically, such features could be observed in Babyno-type ceram-
ics found on some monuments of the Middle Dnieper area [Berezanskaya 1986:14-
-23], and, possibly, in the basin of the Desna and Sejma rivers [Litvinenko 2008a].

3. THE MOZYR-KIMBOROVKA SETTLEMENT

The settlement was studied through the excavations performed in 1982-1983
and in 2000-2002 [Zolashko 1982; 1983a; 1983b; Kolosovskiy 2000; 2001; 2002].
The monument is located on the high right bank of the Pripyat River (about 15 m
high). The settlement (hill fort) emerged in the Iron Age on the place of more an-
cient settlements and was actively used in 700-1000 AD. Its cultural layers some-
times contained ceramics of the Dnieper- Don Neolithic culture. The Bronze Age
is represented by a few hundred potshards and flint items. Most of the Bronze
Age artefacts were found in the Iron-Age and Medieval sites. Only one small part
of the Bronze Age cultural layer remained intact, covered by a medieval wall.
Unfortunately, only a small portion of the Bronze Age pottery collection of the
Mozyr-Kimborovka (materials of the 2000-2001 excavations performed by Ko-
losovskiy), which consisted of 82 fragments, remained available for research. It
contains two main complexes: the pottery of the Babyno-type and the late stage of
the Middle Dnieper culture.

Babyno pottery (15 potshards) corresponds with features of Group I (Fig. 4:1, 8)
and Group III (Fig. 4:2-7) of Zaspa 2 and Abakumy 1. Meanwhile, potshards of
Group prevail, ornamented with smooth and finger-indented cordons and three-like
stretched motifs. It is worthy of note that in some cases the cordons were made by
moving the fingers against the wet surface of the vessel (Fig. 4:2-4). The pottery
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Fig. 6. Babyno-type pottery, Group I (4 — 6), Group III (1 — 3,7 — 11) from the monuments of the
Mokhov hill fort (1 — 11) and Mokhov 3A (12)
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Fig. 7. Babyno-type pottery, Group III: 1 — Yurovichi 5; 2 — Khvoschovka 2; 3-5, 7 — Dernov-
ichi 1; 6 — Byvalki-Rubezhnyi Rov; 8 — Orevichi 1; 9-12 — Byvalki-Dyubicheva Gora
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Fig. 8. Borisovshchina 1. Schematic plan of the site, plan and section of the grave [Pobol 1964].
Legend: 1 — location of the grave; 2 — cremated bones; 3 — artefacts; 4 — sand bulges; 5 — fragments
of pot; 6 — flint goods; 7 — a fragment of a human skull; 8 — cremated bones in the grave
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Fig. 9. Borisovshchina 1. Grave goods: A — reconstruction of a pot; B — reconstruction of a sus-
pension of the pot; 1-7 — flint grave-goods
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of Group I included the “parquetry” ornament made by fine drawn lines (Fig. 4:1).
The use of the “parquetry” ornament allows looking for a genetic connection be-
tween the Babyno-type pottery with that of Middle Dnieper culture. The making
of cordons with the above method was one means of cordon ornamentation on the
pottery of the so-called Malopolovetske type that had emerged at the stage of Ho-
rizon I of Malopolovetske and continued to exist throughout the later periods [for
details, see: Lysenko 2007:346, 348].

Technological features of pottery of the late stage of the Middle Dnieper culture
(67 fragments) (Fig. 5) resembles the Babyno pottery from the Mozyr-Kimborovka
settlement, described above. It was smooth or sometimes with traces of smoothing
on the inner surface. The ceramic dough was dense, with admixtures of sand, grog,
or sometimes crumbly sediments, of yellow-red colour. The width of the walls is
about 0.8 — 1 cm, rarely 0.5 — 0.6 cm. The main ornament is made by impressions of
a rectangular stamp (Fig. 5:1, 2, 4, 5, 8,9, and 11). The use of drawn lines was less
common; in individual cases, corded and pinned ornaments were used. The pottery
was flat-bottomed, with short straight and bent out thickened corollas. The ceram-
ic fragments included a round spindle whorl (diameter about 4.5 cm) with a hole
drilled in the middle, made of a pot wall (Fig. 5:10). The late-stage nature of the
pottery could be determined based on some elements of micro-morphology (bent-
out short thick corollas), the noticeable domination of ornamentation with impres-
sions of a rectangular stamp and a “herring-bone” Horizontal pattern [Kryvaltsevich
1999]. Thickened and bent outward short corollas appear at that time on TCC, found
in the Strzyzéw culture, on the late Corded Ware of the Polissya type (Ozernoye
1 type) [Kryvaltsevich 1999; 2010]. The pottery of the late stage of the Middle Dnie-
per culture, identified in the Mozyr-Kimborovka settlement, differs from the local
Corded Ware Polissya-type pottery of the Zagoriny group in Mozyr Polessye. Most
probably, given their late-stage origin and the technological similarity, it could have
appeared in Mozyr-Kimborovka simultaneously with Babyno-type pottery.

4. THE MOKHOV SETTLEMENT

This Iron-Age settlement (hill fort) is located 2 km to the north from the village
of Mokhov, on the high cape-like ledge of the right bank of the Dnieper River. Exca-
vations in the settlement were performed by Melnikovskaya in 1955, 1956 and 1961
[1967]. The settlement’s cultural layers contained materials of the Middle Dnieper
culture, the Sosnitsya type. The collections, excavated by Melnikovskaya in 1955
and 19567 also contained Babyno-type pottery (24 potshards) (Fig. 6:1-11).

2 Archaeological collections of Gomel Palace & Park Ensemble and Rechitsa Local History Museum
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Babyno-type pottery from the Mokhov settlement corresponds, to the high-
est extent, to features of Group III (Fig. 6:1-3, 7-11). Sand and grog served as
the artificial admixture. The pottery was dense, with a smooth outer surface and
only in some cases did the items bare traces of outer or inner surface smoothing.
In addition to smooth cordons with finger-made indentations, the ornamentation
occasionally included vertical tree-like motifs, combinations of drawn lines with
elongated punctures, as well as rectangular stamp marks. The collection also in-
cluded individual fragments of Group I pottery (Fig. 6:4-6).

Single finds (between 1 and 10 potshards) of Babyno-type pottery were found
in other monuments of the Gomel and Mozyr Polissya (Fig. 1). In most of the cas-
es, these ceramics corresponded with features of Groups I and III and very rarely
Group II. The ornaments had dominated motifs of smooth cordons and cordons
with finger-made indentations; there were also motifs made by drawn lines (Fig. 7).

5. ISSUES OF DEFINING THE CHRONOLOGY

Presently, pottery of the Babyno culture circle on the territory of the Gomel
and Mozyr Polissya can be dated only approximately, based mostly on the com-
parative-typological method. First of all, there is the proposition that the emer-
gence of multi-cordoned ware in eastern regions of Polissya, as well as generally
in the south of the forest area and the northern forest-steppe territories, occurred,
most probably, at the late stage of genesis of the Babyno cultures [Litvinenko
2008a; 2009a; Lysenko 2007:344-346; 2011:134-139]. As this author mentioned
above, the identified groups of the Babyno-type pottery in the eastern Polissya
have some analogies and similar elements in the Middle Dnieper culture, the
late stage of the Corded Ware Polissya type, as well as in the emergent Trziniec
culture. Some similarities can be found with the pottery of Horizon I Malopo-
lovetske of in the Kyiv Dnieper area.

Pottery complexes of the Babyno type in Mozyr-Kimborovka share similar
features with those of the Middle Dnieper, which suggests that they possibly co-ex-
isted within the same period. Importantly, elements of the Middle Dnieper culture
were observed in the multi-cordoned ware of the Middle Dnieper area [Berezan-
skaya 1986; Lysenko 2007] and the Desna-Seima group [Litvinenko 2008a].

Hence, pottery of the Babyno culture circle, found in Bronze Age monu-
ments in the Gomel and Mozyr Polissya, most probably emerged simultaneously
with the late stage of the Middle Dnieper culture (about 1900/1800 — 1700 BC)
[Kryvaltsevich 2006], at the stage of Horizon I (“the Babyno Horizon”) of Ma-
lopolovetske (1800 — 1600 BC) [G6rski, Lysenko, Makarowicz 2003:291, 296,
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298; Lysenko 2007:342-346; 2011:134-139], the dissemination of early elements
of the Trziniec culture circle [Gorski, Lysenko, Makarowicz 2003; Makarowicz
2010:30-54] and the late stage of the Corded Ware Polissya type (beginning of the
2nd mill. BC) [Kryvaltsevich 2010; 2011a]. Generally, this corresponds with the
period of the end of the 1st beginning of the 2nd quarter of the 2nd mill. BC.

6. THE PHENOMENON OF BORYSOVSHCHYNA 1 AND BABYNO
CULTURE CIRCLE

The burial site in Borysovshchyna 1 (Glusk District, Mogilev Region) has no
analogies between currently known synchronous monuments of the 1st half of the
2nd mill. BC and represents an example of a synthesis of local and exogenous
cultural traditions, including those of the Babyno. A repeated study of burial ma-
terials® produced some details that allow for corrections and additions to earlier
interpretation versions.

The burial site was discovered on a long cape-like debt of a terrace into the
floodplain of the Zarudecha River and the Ptich (left tributary of the Pripyat) [Pobol
1966:294-297] (Fig. 8). Most likely, the burial was not a single one. Clusters of
cremated bones and pits occurred on other segments of the northern part of the up-
land and nearby [Pobol 1964: Fig. 107; 1966:295; Kopytsin 2004:75]. Pobol found
remainders of a burial pit (0.5 m in diameter and depth) on a sand surface with
a ruined soil layer. The pit had been filled with humus sandy loam with charcoal,
ash and fragments of burnt bones (about 100 pieces) (Fig. 8). The upper layer of the
filling of the pit contained assemblage of a funerary vessel (Fig. 8:9; A), as well as
burnt flint items and small fragments of bone tools among the bones. According to
Pobol, the bone tools included fragments of harpoons.* It is worthy of note that frag-
ments of some flint items were located in different parts of the pit. At the bottom of
the pit, under traces of cremation, there was a fragment of a human skull that bore
no traces of burning® and two ceramic items that had not been put in the fire (Fig. 8).

The set of grave goods also included a unique ceramic vessel (Fig. 9: A)°. The
pot had a wide upper part that steeply narrowed towards the bottom, which was flat

3 The majority of items from that burial are kept in the reserves of the national History Museum in Minsk
(Ne 40458/23-29; 40459/1-12).

4 Fragments of bone items and remainders of bones are not represented in the museum collection.
> The remainders of the skull are not represented in the museum collection.

® The analysed vessel remains preserved in the collections of the National History Museum in Minsk
(Ne 40459/1-12) have allowed this author to propose a more credible variant of its reconstruction (Fig. 9: A), as
well as to observe highly interesting details that drew one’s attention.
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and relatively narrow (up to 6 cm in diameter). The pot’s neck (about 6 cm high) was
slightly narrowed. The diameter of the vessel at the rim could have reached 26 cm
and the diameter of the body, 28 cm. Fine grog had been used as natural thinner in the
dough. The inner surface displayed traces of dense horizontal smoothing (with dry
grass?). The outer surface was smooth. Possibly, it had been smoothed with liquid
clay. The colour of the fragments was yellowish or yellow-grey. Most probably, the
vessel had been made with strips about 6-7 cm wide. In the upper part, the vessel’s
walls were up to 1.0-0.7 cm thick, while the lower part was 0.5 cm. The relief deco-
ration of the surface consisted of rounded bulges and six Horizontal cordons.

It is worthy of note that elements of ornamentation included round bulges of
clay plastered to the pot’s neck and a high (about 1.1 cm) upper cordon under the
edge of the rim. One of the cordon’s ends hanged down. Through vertical holes
about 3 mm in diameter had been pierced in the raw clay almost next to the wall,
in the cordon located below the round bulges. Probably, the holes were located in
pairs around the entire perimeter of the pot

The entire outer surface of the pot, including the bottom, was covered with
ornaments. The decoration could be also seen under the inner rim of the pot. The
ornament was made with a short and curved “caterpillar” stamp which, however,
did not always leave traces of an interwoven thread.

The found grave goods included remainders of 7 flint items (Fig. 9:1-7)". Some
were severely burnt and crumbled (Fig. 9:1-5). Among the flint items, there were
three morphologically close scrapers of similar sizes based on relatively wide and
flat flakes (Fig. 9:2-4). Only fragments of the scrapers were preserved, with some
of their parts were missing. One item could be identified as a scraper with side
notches (Fig. 9:1). Most probably, it had been made of a flake removed from a pol-
ished stone axe. The grave goods included a burnt flint axe with a flat butt part
(Fig. 9:5) and a knife made of dark-grey flint on a fragment of a flat plate flake
without a trace of thermal processing (Fig. 9:7).

Of special interest is an object without a trace of being affected by fire, made
of dark-grey, almost black flint (Fig. 9:6). The tool was 6.6 cm long, 1.8 cm wide
and 0.9 cm thick. It was made of a thick flake plate, processed with retouch along
the side edges and on the rounded distal part. The retouch reached the back of the
tool, which displayed traces of being intensively used. The ribbed edge of the distal
part had traces of heavy rubbing. The ribbed edges of the proximal part looked less
worn-out. The bulges on the back of the proximal and distal parts, as well as on the
right side, bore traces of polishing. However, the protrusion on the heel of the tool
looked even more heavily polished. The tool could have been used as a fire striker,
as could be derived from relevant analogies and rubbing and polishing marks that
gave it a worn-out look. [Budziszewski, Tunia 2000:127, Fig. 14: G; Budziszewski,
Wiodarczak 2010:59-61].

7 Collections of the National History Museum (Ne 40458/23-29).
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The macro-morphology of the pot differed from typical multi-cordoned ware
and resembled individual vessels with a narrow flat bottom of the late stage of
the eastern Polissya version of the Dnieper Donets culture [Isaenko 1976: Fig. 42,
B8]. The technological elements like smoothing the inner surface and using the
grog inclusions occurred in the Polissya settlements of the Dnieper Donets cul-
ture, as well as in the Corded Ware Polissya type (see, for example: Kryvaltsevich
2010: 217-242). The Dnieper Donets culture and monuments of the Corded Ware
Polissya type were regarded as a source of the tradition to decorate the entire outer
surface of the pot, from the rim to the bottom, ornamentation of the part below the
inner edge of the rim and the use of short “caterpillar” marks on ceramics with
the “caterpillar” pattern were most frequently found in Corded Ware Polissya type
monuments [Kryvaltsevich 1999: Fig. 17:1; 22, 13-15; 26, E4; 2010]. Meanwhile,
we should note that the above type of ornamentation became significantly popular
in the Pripyat Polissya area mainly as a result of proliferation of traditions of the
Middle Dnieper culture.

The connections with the Babyno culture circle traditions can be seen in the
application of the multi-cordoned décor and round bulges [Berezanskaya 1986:
Fig. 11:1; 6, 19]. The ornament, identical to the hanging down cordon edge, has
been practically never observed on multi-cordoned pottery. Yet, fragments of
a pot with “turned-down curls” were found in Babyno III [Bratchenko 1977:31,
Fig. 5:9]. Cord ornaments with “turned-down curls” can be observed in the Corded
Ware Polissya type [Kryvaltsevich 1999: Fig. 18:3]. Similar corded decorations
were present on a vessel found in grave 81 of Rudnya Slyagina-Strelitsa [Artemen-
ko 1976: Fig. 8:10].

The Borysovshchyna funerary pot represented a unique synthesis of traditions,
i.e., the combination of elements of several cultures and types of monuments:
(a) Babyno culture circle; (b) eastern Polissya Dnieper Donets culture; (¢c) monu-
ments with Corded Ware Polissya type and, probably, the Middle Dnieper culture.
Generally, the above interpretation does not contradict the cultural identification of
the flint items found in the grave. The flint axe corresponds, to the largest extent,
with types of weapons of the “forest Neolithic”. The use of flint items made of
wide flat flakes and the inclusion of them as grave goods is typical of the Middle
Dnieper culture. Objects, made of fragments of polished flint tools, were often
used in the “Corded Ware” period. Objects that could be functionally used as fire
strikers were commonly placed in graves of the Middle Dnieper culture. In this
case, an analogy can be found in the set of grave goods of grave 1 of the Kho-
dosovichi-Moshka barrow, which included a flint fire striker [Artemenko 1964:
Fig. 10:2] and accompanying tools for making a fire [Budziszewski, Tunia 2000:
128; Budziszewski, Wlodarczak 2010: 60-61].

Inhumations of the Babyno culture circle were practically never made with
the use of the cremation ritual. At the same time, the custom of burning the dead
and burying the ashes in soil mound was quite wide-spread in the Middle Dnieper
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culture in the Upper Dnieper area (Rudnya Shlyagina-Strelitsa, Syabrovichi-Lipov
Brod, etc.) [Artemenko 1976; Kryvaltsevich 2011b].

One should also draw attention to other specific features of the ritual used in
the Borysovshchyna burial. Not only multiple fragments of cremated bones and
burnt flint items were found in the pit, but also an upper part of a human skull and
flint items bearing no trace of thermal action. The skull fragment and the unburnt
flint items were found at the bottom of the pit. Hence, we may assume that the flint
items without any trace of fire, a part of the head or the whole head of the dead
man, had been placed to the bottom of the pit first and then covered with cremated
bones and burnt objects, most probably, brought from the funeral pyre. The funeral
pot was also placed there in the upper layer. Therefore, the burial was made with
the use of the cremation rite combined with the interment of the head, i.e., with
partial inhumation.

Interesting specific features can be observed in connection with the functional
usage of individual grave goods. Through vertical holes in the cordon, most prob-
ably, were made in order to make it possible to hang the pot up (Fig. 9: B). An in-
direct proof of this can be the presence of a narrow ornamented bottom of the pot.
Unusual décor, a narrow ornamented bottom and the use of pot in the hung-up po-
sition, allow making the assumption that the pot had been used for ritual purposes.

In this context, a symbolic role could have been played by the flint fire striker,
which, possibly, had been used to make a ritual fire. Moreover, the body was buried
with the use of the cremation rite, among others. The funeral fire burnt some of the
flint and bone items (that had belonged to the dead man?). Given the above factors,
it is possible that the dead man buried in Borysovshchyna had had some direct re-
lation to performing sacral functions. Fire therefore had played a great role in the
rituals that he had practiced.

In this connection, it is worth remembering some similar elements in burials of
the Middle Dnieper culture found in the Upper Dnieper area. Specifically, they can
be observed in grave 1 of barrow 11 of Khodosovichi-Moshka on the Dnieper near
Rogachev (Gomel Region). The grave goods there contained residues of a polypore
fungus and a heavily worn-out flint knife [compare: Artemenko 1964: Fig. 10:2],
i.e., the objects that could have been used for lighting a fire. The same kind of fire
strikers, some together with fire-making materials, were found in many other burial
and household sites of the Corded Ware culture and the Early Bronze Age of Europe.
Usually, heavily worn-out flint knifes on thick flakes had been used for those purpos-
es [Budziszewski, Tunia 2000: 127-130; Budziszewski, Wtodarczak 2010: 60-61].

Some common features can be traced in materials from the Borysovshchyna
grave and grave 43 of a mound-less burial site of the Middle Dnieper culture of
Rudnya Shlyagina-Strelitsa (Upper Dnieper area). The grave contained two minor
vessels: a small wholly-ornamented pot covered with cross-like signs and a small
round-bottomed vase with a lozenge ornament [Artemenko 1976: Fig. 7:4, 5]. The
pottery from grave 43 — minor vessels decorated with occasional ornamental sym-
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bols — had been clearly meant for ritual purposes. To an extent, this assumption can
be confirmed by an interesting detail: holes had been pierced at two opposite sides
under the edge of the rim of one of the vessels, which had been used to hang it up®.
The grave also contained there heavily worn-out knife-like flint tools made of thick
plate flakes [Artemenko 1976: Fig. 7:1, 2, 7].

No direct analogy to the Borysovshchyna burial has been found so far among
the known Bronze Age complexes. The uniqueness of the burial is that it had been
made as a result of synthesis of cultural traditions that had spread all over the east-
ern Polissya territory. It is worthy of note that the material and the ritual complexes
of that burial contained only individual elements similar to those found in mon-
uments of the Babyno culture circle. A more visible role in the emergence of the
Borysovshchyna burial belongs to traditions genetically originating and collected
with the Middle Dnieper culture and monuments of the Corded Ware Polissya
type and the eastern Polissya version of the Dnieper Donets culture. The date of
the burial may be identified with the help of the presence of the above cultures’
elements and types of monuments, first of all, of the Babyno type. In that case, the
chronology of the Borysovshchyna burial may range approximately within the end
of the 1st — beginning of the 2nd quarter of the 2nd mill. BC.

Borysovshchyna can serve as an example of survival of some elements of the
Dnieper Donets culture until the late stages of the Middle Dnieper and the Babyno
cultures. The “forest Neolithic” component can be traced in materials from late
burials of the Middle Dnieper culture at the Rudnya Shlyagina-Strelitsa burial site
[Artemenko 1976]. In Borysovshchyna, parallels with the Middle Dnieper culture
can also be seen in the identification of a symbolic role of some grave goods (e.g.,
a flint knife, a fire striker) in performing the cremation burial ritual. It is possible
that the dead man buried in Borysovshchyna had been directly involved in per-
forming ritual functions during his lifetime. The reflection of a lifetime social role
and importance of the dead was an element of the funerary ritualism of the Middle
Dnieper tribes [Kryvaltsevich 2006; 2007; 2011b].

7. CONCLUSION

The eastern Polissya pottery of the Babyno type, discovered in 26 monuments,
can be classed into three main groups and described in terms of certain cultural
syncretism, i.e., the inclusion of some elements of the Middle Dnieper culture and
the Trziniec culture circle, which makes it different from the multi-corded ware

8 The pot is kept within the archaeological collections of the museum of the Gomel Palace and Park ensemble
(Gomel) (Ne 13217/2A).
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of the main “mother” area. The unique burial of Borysovshchyna serves as yet
another example of the involvement of traditions of the Babyno culture circle in
shaping the eastern Polissya monuments of the Bronze Age. Studying the pot and
other grave goods from that burial, as well as of traces of the funeral ritual, has only
allowed the identification of individual elements, parallels to which can be found in
monuments of the Babyno culture circle. A more significant role in the emergence
of the Borysovshchyna burial belongs to traditions that genetically derive from
(and are linked with) the Middle Dnieper culture and monuments of the Corded
Ware Polissya type and the eastern Polissya version of the Dnieper Donets culture.
Possibly, the individual buried in Borysovshchyna had been directly involved in
performing sacral functions.

The Babyno-type ceramic material in the territory of eastern Polissya dates
back, most probably, within the range of the end of the 1st to the beginning of the
2nd quarter of the 2nd mill. BC. The dissemination of the Babyno traditions to
the Gomel and Mozyr Polissya could have occurred from the south and south-east
along the Dnieper and the Pripyat rivers, primarily from the Kyiv Dnieper area.
The dissemination process probably took the form of the infiltration of individual
groups and bearers of the Babyno culture, which had already undergone partial
acculturation in the Kyiv Dnieper area, where monuments of the Malopolovetske
“Babyno Horizon” occur. The infiltration to the Mozyr and Gomel Polissya was
accompanied with further cultural influence by local groups that belonged to the
final stage of the “Corded Ware” period, thus, enhancing the assimilation process.

The proliferation of Babyno traditions to the eastern areas of Polissya repre-
sents one of the episodes of the spread of steppe cultures onto that area. Elements
from the south and south-east had been brought to the Gomel and Mozyr Polissya
in the previous and subsequent periods of the pre-historic era.

* * *

The paper offers an analysis of pottery of the Babyno culture circle, found on
26 monuments of the Mozyr and Gomel Polissya in the Upper Dnieper area and
the Lower Pripyat River. The study identified three key groups of pottery, which
are distinct from the main “mother” area of the Babyno culture circle and contain
elements of the Middle Dnieper culture and the Trziniec culture circle. Most prob-
ably, the proliferation of the Babyno traditions to eastern Polissya took place from
the Kyiv Dnieper area at the end of the 1st to the beginning of the 2nd quarter of the
2nd mill. BC. The unique inhumation in Borysovshchynal serves as an example
of the presence of individual Babyno elements in a burial vessel. Possibly, the in-
dividual buried in Borysovshchyna had been directly involved in performing some
sacral functions.

Translated by Inna Pidluska
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