THE TRZCINIEC AREA OF THE EARLY
BRONZE AGE CIVILIZATION: 1950-1200 BC

Janusz Czebreszuk
Jacek Gorski
Marcin Ignaczak
Stawomir Kadrow
Victor L. Klochko
Aleksander Kosko
Nikolay Kovalyukh
Mykola Kryvaltsevich
Vasyl Y. Kurylenko
Sergyey Lysenko
Vitaliy V. Otroshchenko
Przemystaw Makarowicz
Vadim Skripkin
Halina Taras

9 BgXC -PONT,C SND\ES

V OL UM E 6 o 1998



BALTIC-PONTIC STUDIES
61-809 Poznan, Poland
Sw. Marcin 78
Tel. (061) 8536709 ext. 147, Fax (061) 8533373

EDITOR
Aleksander Kosko

EDITORIAL COMMITEE
Sophia S. Berezanskaya (Kiev), Aleksandra Cofta-Broniewska
(Poznafi), Mikhail Charniauski (Minsk), Lucyna Domariska
(L6dz), Victor I. Klochko (Kiev), Vitaliy V. Otroshchenko
(Kiev), Petro Tolochko (Kiev)

SECRETARY
Marzena Szmyt
SECRETARY OF VOLUME
Przemystaw Makarowicz

ADAM MICKIEWICZ UNIVERSITY
EASTERN INSTITUTE
INSTITUTE OF PREHISTORY
Poznan 1998
ISBN 83-86094-05-2
ISSN 1231-0344



THE TRZCINIEC AREA OF THE EARLY
BRONZE AGE CIVILIZATION: 1950-1200 BC

Janusz Czebreszuk
Jacek Gorski
Marcin Ignaczak
Stawomir Kadrow
Victor L. Klochko
Aleksander Kosko
Nikolay Kovalyukh
Mykola Kryvaltsevich
Vasyl Y. Kurylenko
Sergyey Lysenko
Vitaliy V. Otroshchenko
Przemystaw Makarowicz
Vadim Skripkin
Halina Taras

9 BgXC -PONT,C SND\ES

V OL UM E 6 o 1998



(© Copyright by B-PS and Authors
All rights reserved

Cover Design: Eugeniusz Skorwider

Linguistic consultation: Piotr T. Zebrowski

Printed in Poland

Computer typeset by PSO Sp. z 0.0. in Poznah



CONTENTS

EDITORS FOREWORD ..\ttt ittt inieeeerinneeeenineeeenns 5

Jacek Goérski, THE FOUNDATIONS OF TRZCINIEC CULTURE
TAXONOMY IN WESTERN MALOPOLSKA .. .\tvvtivrevrenreneenenneens. 7

Przemystaw Makarowicz, TAXONOMIC FOUNDATIONS OF THE
TRZCINIEC CULTURAL CIRCLE ON THE LOWER VISTULA ............ 19

Halina Taras, THE BASES FOR THE TAXONOMY OF THE TRZCINIEC
CULTURE IN THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE AREA BETWEEN
THE VISTULA AND BUG RIVERS ..\ titiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeneeneenns 32

Victor I. Klochko, THE ISSUE OF THE EASTERN BORDER OF THE
EASTERN TRZCINIEC CULTURE (LOBOIKIVKA METALLURGY) ......... 48

Marcin Ignaczak, Przemystaw Makarowicz, THE SOUTH-WESTERN
BORDERLAND OF THE TRZCINIEC CULTURAL CIRCLE ................ 74

Vasyl Y. Kurylenko, Vitaliy V. Otroshchenko, THE SOSNYTSA
CULTURE OF THE DESNA AREA AND ITS LINKS WITH EASTERN
NEIGHBOURS ittt it it et it et et e it e nnons 87

Mykola Kryvaltsevich, THE PROBLEMS OF IDENTIFICATION
AND ORIGINS OF "TRZCINIEC” IN THE PRYPETS BASIN .............. 103

Jacek Goérski, THE QUESTION OF THE DECLINE OF TRZCINIEC
CULTURE IN WESTERN MALOPOLSKA. TRZCINIEC CULTURE VS.
LUSATIAN CULTURE .\t vvvtttitee et iee st nneennnennnernneenne, 115

Nikolay Kovalyukh, Vadim Skripkin, Victor I. Klochko, Sergyey Lysenko,
ABSOLUTE (RADIOCARBON) CHRONOLOGY OF THE EASTERN
TRZCINIEC CULTURE IN THE DNIEPER BASIN
(THE MALOPOLOVETSKE BURIALSITE) .\vvvvtvrvnreneeneennernennes 130

Przemystaw Makarowicz, ABSOLUTE CHRONOLOGY OF THE
TRZCINIEC COMPLEX IN THE VISTULA DRAINAGE
IN THE LIGHT OF MCDATINGS ....ovntiiiiieieniiiiieeeenenann, 141

Stawomir Kadrow, THE CENTRAL EUROPEAN DIMENSION
OF THE DECLINE OF THE EARLY BRONZE AGE CIVILIZATION.
THE TRZCINIEC SOCIO-CULTURAL SYSTEM AT THE OUTSET
OF ITS CAREER L\ttt ttttntertetee et eneenaensoneoneriennennannss 156

Janusz Czebreszuk, "TRZCINIEC”. AN ALTERNATIVE VIEW ............. 165



Aleksander Kos§ko, Victor I. Klochko, "TRZCINIEC” — BORDERLAND OF
EARLY BRONZE CIVILIZATIONS OF EASTERN AND WESTERN
21 8) 210 2 =5 2 190

R IENCES ottt i e e e e e 203
List Of AUTROTS vttt i e i et 224



Editor’s Foreword

The Tizciniec Culture, Trzciniec Cultural Circle and Trzciniec Horizon are the
names of a cultural area in the borderland of Western and Eastern Europe at
the 2nd millenium BC. For over half a century a discussion has been going on
over the taxonomic identification (chronological and spatial) and genetic and ethnic
interpretation of this cultural unit.

In the debate, the 1980’s and 1990’s mark a significant cognitive turn caused
by the growth of the corpus of sources, the use of systematic methods for the study
of mobile sources and the proliferation of regional *C datings.

The present volume of ”Baltic-Pontic Studies” is an attempt to register this
breakthrough and a proposal for a new fitting of the Tizciniec phenomenon into
the synthesis of Early Bronze Age Europe. The records include rudiments of new
regional systematizations, foundations of their chronologies based on radiocarbon
datings and a discussion of the mechanisms of socio-cultural changes which gave
rise to the Trzciniec cultural area and later contributed to its disintegration.

A long-term intention of this volume giving a multifaceted view of the effects
of the said cognitive breakthrough is to encourage a careful scrutiny of the deve-
lopment mechanisms of the European Early Bronze Age Civilization, in particular
the role played in them by the societies inhabiting the drainages of the Baltic and
Pontic Seas.



Editorial comment

1. All dates in the B-PS§ are calibrated [see: Radiocarbon vol.28, 1986, and the
next volumes]. Deviations from this rule will be point out in notes.

2. The names of the archaeological cultures (especially from the territory of
the Ukraine) are standarized according to the English literature on the subject [e.g.
Mallory 1989]. In the case of a new term, the author’s original name has been
retained.

3. The place names located in the Ukraine have been transliterat from the
versions suggested by the author (i.e. from the Belorussian, Ukrainian, Polish or
Russian originals).
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Mykola Kryvaltsevich

THE PROBLEMS OF IDENTIFICATION AND ORIGINS OF
“TRZCINIEC” IN THE PRYPETS BASIN

IDENTIFICATION

Relics of the Tizciniec-Sosnytsa type from southern Belarus are usually re-
garded as a part of the Trzciniec-Komarov-Sosnytsa community. But what is more
complicated is the problem of archaeological and cultural attribution of sites in
“the eastern Tizciniec” itself to which the most part of well-known Tizciniec-So-
snytsa materials of the Pripets basin are usually referred. The territorial subdivision
of “the eastern Trzciniec” into the Sosnytsa Culture and the Eastern Tizciniec Cul-
ture into groups or variants is still an item under discussion. First of all, it concerns
the Trzciniec-Sosnytsa sites in the Pripets basin [Berezanskaya 1972; 1982]. It is still
difficult (if at all possible) to make a strict cultural and group identification of the
Trzciniec materials in Belarus. The cause lies not only in the degree of archaeologi-
cal exploration of the region but in the peculiarities of “Trzciniec” itself. According
to J. Dabrowski, “the similarity of the materials is so great that it is impossible to
define sharp borders between separate cultures or groups; there are rather wide
transitional territories between them” [Dabrowski 1972:215]. At the same time, if
we look at pottery, “Trzciniec” itself is a quite concrete phenomenon in the sense of
general taxonomy in the Pripets basin. In most cases, it can be easily distinguished
from other Bronze Age artifacts.

In the Pripets basin, as in the whole area of Trzciniec relics, pottery is charac-
terized by the following characteristics:

— thickened and slanted out rims;

— peculiar smoothing and covering with slip of vessel surface;

— admixture of mineral breakage;

— spreading of identical or similar forms of vessels;

— a pattern of imprinted and fluted lines and strokes as a decoration;
— rollers on pot necks combined with imprinted lines and strokes;
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Fig. 1. Distribution of Trzciniec-Sosnytsa sites in the southern part of Belarus. Legend: 1 - the Northern
Polesie group; 2 - sites with features of the West Tizciniec; 3 - the Turau-Mazyr group with sites of
Buhlitski Hutar type; 4 - sites.

— decoration of the upper parts of vessels with imprinted lines, identations and
pricks.

The traits mentioned above are to be supplemented with those which are cha-
racteristic of “the eastern Trzciniec” exclusively:

— rosary-like ornamentation;
— decoration of all the surface of pots including edges of rims;
— patterns of drooping “stroked triangles”.

However the features pointed out above are not equally typical of the whole
“eastern Trzciniec” region. Some of them seldom occur; others dominate. Some
new indications could appear.

I tried to determine the main groups of the Trzciniec-Sosnytsa sites in southern
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Fig. 2. Ceramic (1-11) and flint (12-13) materials from some sites of the Turau-Mazyr group: 1-4 -
Buhlitski Hutar 1; 5-6 - Mayseevichy 1; 7 - Shastovichy 3; 8 - Vostrau; 9 - Lipliany 2; 10-11 - Turau
district; 12 - Rychou; 13 - Alshany.
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Belarus considering the territorial concentration of those indications of pottery and
paying attention to a specific character of the genetic basis and some geographical
peculiarities of separate Polesie regions together with their traditional directions
of contacts [Kryvaltsevich1995:3-32] (Fig. 1). Most of Trzciniec-Sosnytsa sites are
marked along the Pripets and the lower reaches of its right tributaries, between
the Stviga and Haryn in particular. As a preliminary, the Turau-Mazyr (Pripets)
group of sites may be distinguished. Almost all of the sites are situated on the
middle and upper Pripets, mainly along Pripets itself and in the lower reaches of
its tributaries (Fig. 1). These sites are similar to the Kiev and Rovno (Volhynian)
groups. Contacts with Dnieper Sosnytsa sites traditional to the lower Pripets can
also be observed.

Almost all the sites of the Turau-Mazyr group (TMG) are situated on sand
heights among the wide water meadows of Polesie but, in some cases, on the edges
of terraces of small rivers. Concentration of 5-6 and more sites in a part of a river
valley is typical. Almost all the materials were picked up on the heights or found
in the result of excavations of non-stratified sites. Usual finds on settlement were
shards and flint tools. On some sites we managed to get fragments of several pots;
others, at the same time, gave us remnants of 15-60 pots. In some cases we can
prove the existence of long-lived settlements and those of short duration.

Distinguished varieties of pottery were the following:

— S-profile pots of middle size (Fig. 2:6-8, 10-11);
- big pots (Fig. 2:1);

— jars (Fig. 2:2);

— big jars with rollers (Fig. 2:9).

Besides, vessels with narrow bottoms, bowls and colanders might have been
produced. Ornaments were composed of imprinted and fluted lines, pricks and
“rosaries”. Decoration of different kinds of pricks and pits is one of the distinct
features of TMG ceramics. The population of those settlements used flint arrow-
-heads, knives, polished axes and sickles (Fig. 2:12-13). Cremation graves might
have been present [Kryvaltsevich 1995].

Against the general background of TMG relics, the sites of Buhlitski Hutar type
situated between the lower reaches of the Haryn and Stviga rivers are worth special
attention [Kryvaltsevich 1994:113-135] (Fig. 1). The lower reaches of the Haryn and
the Stviga rivers were opened to direct cultural influences from the south-west and
the south. This region was comparatively densely saturated by Tizciniec sites. Active
colonization of this territory can be explained by the fecundity of soil here.

The Bronze Age relics of the northern part of Polesie remained scarcely studied
until recently. The exploration of the northern tributaries of the Pripets gave me
the opportunity to distinguish the Northern Polesie group (NPG) of the Trzciniec-
-Sosnytsa sites [Kryvaltsevich 1995:16-26] (Fig. 1). The materials from settlement
Aziarnoye, site 1 served as a basis for its description. Here the pottery of type 2
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Fig. 3. Ceramic (1-9,11-15) and flint sickle (10) from some sites of the Northern Polesie group: 1-7,12-15
- Aziarnoye 1; 8 - Glusk; 9 - Slabada Chaliushchavitskaya; 10 - Luban; 11 - Novyie Jurkovichy 3.

(Fig. 3:1-7, 12-15) was found. It corresponds to the Trzciniec-Sosnytsa horizon.
There were S-profile pots (Fig. 3:5) and bowls (Fig. 3:7); big jars were widely used
as well (Fig. 3:1, 3). The “rosary” ornamentation (Fig. 3:2, 4, 14) predominates. As
a rule, the whole outer surface including rims and bottoms was decorated.

As a preliminary, it can be claimed that there were two main phases in the

development of type 2 pottery. The late phase ware corresponds to many features
of the classical “eastern Tizciniec”.
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Probably, some types of stone and flint axes, stone hoes, flint sickles (Fig. 3:10)
could have been used. Artifacts are usually located on sand heights among water-
-logged meadows or on the edges of river terraces. There were not many finds on
separate settlements. In cases when a collection was represented by a comparatively
big number of sherds a rich stylistic variety of ware is traced (e.g. Aziarnoye 1). This
makes it possible to claim that human presence here was periodical. We can also
suppose that such kind of settling is evidence of a stock-raising character of the local
economy. This point of view may be confirmed by the palinological investigations in
Aziarnoye 1 where pollen of Silenaceal, Renunculus, Galium, Sedum and Polygonum
aviculare have been found. Pollen of cereals and attendant weeds appeared in the
transitional period from SB2 to SA1 (unpublished studies of G. Simakova).

Probably, NPG sites were a certain variant of “the eastern Tizciniec”. The
development of NPG might have been occurring in circumstances different from
TMG. In the north, preservation and development of the Neolithic traditions and
of the late Middle Dnieper Culture was more significant than on the TMG sites.
Besides, some peculiarities of NPG sites could appear in the result of their contacts
not only with southern and south-eastern groups of population but with northern
ones as well. Natural conditions contributed to such relations — northern Polesie
region is separated from the Pripets by marshy lowlands.

The significance of “Trzciniec” must have been not so great in the central and
northern parts of Belarus where we sporadically found artifacts only with some
Trzciniec-Sosnytsa features. In this case, there is a sense to suppose that some other
culture or cultures spread in central and northern Belarus. As far as western Polesie
is concerned, the Tizciniec relics of the middle flow of the Bug might have belonged
to the Podlasie-Mazovia group of the western “Trzciniec” [Dabrowski 1972]. Some
features which are characteristic of the Podlasie-Mazovia pottery are found farther
to the east, along the Yaselda and the Bobryk rivers in particular. At the same
time the pottery with typical “eastern Tizciniec” (and NPG first of all) indications
is present in some places of western Polesie (Fig. 4:1-10).

Some scholars interpreted the upper Nemen “Trzciniec” as an area of coexi-
stence of “Trzciniec” and “Sosnytsa” features [Dabrowski 1972]. In my opinion we
can find here some features which are typical both of the NPG and the Podlasie-
-Mazovia group (Fig. 4:11-16).

The earliest NPG relics may be dated to the post-Middle Dnieper Culture time.
According to LI Artemenko, the final phase of the Middle Dnieper Culture ended
about the 15th century conv. BC*. However, this dating needs revising. I think that
the most ancient Trzciniec relics can be dated to an earlier period.

The chronology of disappearing of thus far described groups is still unknown
because it is very difficult to identify Late Bronze Age materials in all Belarus-
sian Polesie. Sometimes, they were described as the sites of the Lebedovka type

* Author used an uncalibrated version of ¢ chronology (Editor).
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Fig. 4. Ceramic and flint materials from some Trzciniec sites of the West Polesie (1-10) and the Upper
Nemen (11-16): 1-6,8,9 - Kamen 2; 7 - Gneuchytsy; 12 - Pryluki; 11,15 - Lysaya Gara; 12 - Rusakova 2;
13 - Charlionki; 14 - Jaremichy 3; 16 - Matseuchuki.
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(S.S. Berezanskaya) or “the late Sosnytsa” type (L.I. Artemenko) and dated as early
as the 11th — 9th centuries conv. BC. It is possible to ascribe the materials of the late
Bronze Age to the final phase of NPG and TMG in the Pripets basin. In this case,
we must call this kind of sites a predecessor of the Milahrad Culture of the Early
Iron Age. Western Polesie and the upper Nemen basin may be the regions where
the western and the eastern Trzciniec cultural traditions developed. In the northern
part of Polesie, “the eastern Tizciniec” was revealed in the form of a distinctive
peripheral NPG. TMG developed under the active influence of the South and the
South-East (the Kiev and Rovno or Volhynia groups).

THE ORIGINS

Investigators used to consider that “the eastern Trzciniec” was rooted in the
stratum of the local pre-Trzciniec cultures emphasizing the leading role in its genesis
of the Corded Ware Cultures (the Middle Dnieper Culture, the Gorodok-Zdolbitsa
Culture, the Strzyzow Culture, the Corded-Ware groups of Polesie and the Upper
Nemen). Sometimes, scholars attach special importance to a considerable part of
the local Neolithic (forest zone) cultures in this process.

In general, there’s a sense in agreeing that the Neolithic (forest zone) cultu-
res and the epi-Corded Ware Culture circle were the basic sources of Trzciniec in
southern Belarus. However, this opinion requires a more precise definition and de-
velopment. The latest material makes it possible to amplify our view of the genesis
of “the eastern Tizciniec”.

Aziarnoye, site 1 (NPG) has given a lot of material for the understanding
of the transformation of the late Middle Dnieper Culture phase pottery into the
Trzciniec-Sosnytsa horizon pottery. There are two types of the ceramic complex in
Aziarnoye 1.

Type 1 (“fire-clay pottery”) (Fig.5). Big S-profile pots with rounded or slanted
rims and narrow bottoms dominate. It is also necessary to pay attention to some
S-profile pots and jars with thicken, slanted or rounded rims. This kind of Trzciniec
feature might have been preceded by the local Middle Dnieper Culture tradition
of so called “collar pottery” [Kryvaltsevich 1988:75-88]. The shards of two pots of
type 1 were dated, according to the results of soot analysis by '*C method (Table 1).

Such kind of pottery LI. Artemenko included into the types of the late phase
of the Middle Dnieper Culture, which he dated as early as the 18th — 15th cen-
turies conv. BC. LI. Artemenko saw in it some indications of “arising Sosnytsa”.
Pottery of type 1 was characteristic of the Middle Dnieper Culture in its late phase
[Kryvaltsevich 1994:122-132] and thus it precedes the pottery of type 2 (Fig. 3:1-7,
12-15). The second type belongs to the Tizciniec-Sosnytsa horizon of Aziarnoye 1.
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Fig. 5. Aziarnoye 1. The pottery of the first type.
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Table 1
Radiocarbon data from Aziarnoye, site 1
1. Aziarnoye, site 1. Ki-6209 3580450 BP Cal BC
Two sherds of a pot (fig.5:1) 1 sigma 2014-2010; 1976-1876;

1878-1818; 1798-1784;
2 sigma 2100-2098; 2036-1858;

1854-1752
2. Aziarnoye, site 1. Ki-6210 352040 BP Cal BC
One sherd of a pot 1 sigma 1886-1864; 1850-1766

2 sigma 1934-1740

The first type of pottery was found on other sites of the Pripets basin [Kry-
valtsevich 1994:122-132], on the Upper Dnieper, along the left tributaries of the
Upper Nemen (Fig. 6). This kind of “corded ware” indications bears a lot of local
Neolithic features.

LI. Artemenko was right when he asserted that the presence of many Neolithic
elements was one of the special features of the late phase of the Middle Dnieper
Culture. In his view, it means that arrived “corded ware” population assimilated
the local Neolithic inhabitans. In pre-Trzciniec time or in the late phase of the
Middle Dnieper Culture, an active interaction between the cultures of the survived
Neolithic and the Middle Dnieper could take place.

As for Aziarnoye 1, the analysis of the pottery brings us to the conclusion that
the Trzciniec-Sosnytsa period succeeded the Middle Dnieper Culture. Instead of
fireclay pottery, technology of ceramics with mineral breakage appeared. Specific
pottery with mineral breakage is defined as type 2. This kind of ware is typical of the
Trzciniec-Sosnytsa horizon (NPG). The earliest part of the second type of pottery
bears a lot of features of type 1. In search of all-embracing analogies we should
pay attention to settlement Isakovka (Ukraine) where the Middle Dnieper Cul-
ture components have been preserved well [Berezanskaya, Okhrimenko, Piasetskyi
1987:52-53] (Fig. 6:17-26).

Concerning the proto-Tizciniec period, Belarusian archaeologists usually distin-
guish two specific groups of the Corded Ware circle: of Polesie and of the upper
Nemen. In my opinion, however, these groups are not so much “Corded Ware ho-
rizon” itself but a phenomenon formed by three main components — the Corded
Ware Culture, the Globular Amphora Culture and the Nemen Culture.

With regard to the “corded ware” component, I should like to note that there
are some features genetically connected with the Middle Dnieper Culture in the
Nemen basin (possibly only in its south-eastern part), western Polesie (for example,
in the Yaselda basin). But in general, on the Upper Neman, sites with the Baltic
Corded Ware circle signs predominate. Elements of such kind can be found in some
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Fig. 6. Selection of proto-Trzciniec and the earliest Trzciniec pottery from southern (5,7,8-10,11-16)
and south-eastern (1-3) Belarus, Northern Ukraine (4,17-26): 1 - Stralitsa, grave 9; 2,3 - Luchyn; 4 -
Mostva; 5,7 - Uzlyazha 4; 8-10 - Gryukovichy 1; 11,12 - Lysaya Gara; 13,14 - Rusakovichy 2; 15,16 -
Yaremichy 3; 17-26 - Isakovka.
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parts of western Polesie. But at the same time, a lot of “southern” (Volhynian)
features are observed here (for example, the Strzyzéw Culture).

Thus “Tizciniec” could have been preceded by a stage of complicated relations
between the three main cultural traditions — Corded Ware, Globular Amphora and
Nemen. It is still difficult to reveal the nature and dynamics of those relations, or
the significance of each of the their components. In the result of these interactions,
the local “Trzciniec”, with its distinctive nature, appeared.

In the neighboring part of Poland, simultaneously, such interactions between
different cultural traditions resulted in so called Linin group and, finally, in ap-
pearing of Podlasie-Mazovia “Tizciniec” which continued in the western part of
Belarus (area of the late Nemen Culture).

Here, one more condition is also worth paying attention. The flint mining com-
plex of Krasnaye Sialo near Vaukavysk on the Ros river is widely known. According
to M. Cherniavski, the first miners of Krasnaye Sialo were the representatives of
the Globular Amphora Culture. However, the most intensive flint mining here was
launched in the Bronze Age [Cherniavski, Kudrashou, Lipnickaya 1996:85-86). In
her publication, N. Gurina gives radiocarbon dates of some mines. Almost all of
them fall on the period from 1640 to 1240 conv. BC [Gurina 1976:127]. It is also
known that at that time, flint was actively extracted and processed in Volhynia. This
may be evidence of conservation of old “flint” traditions, which were so strong in
those areas earlier.

So, the main conclusions are the following. “Trzciniec” of the Pripets basin arose
mainly on the basis of local cultures and groups developed here before. Coexistence
of a number of traditions here in the proto-Tizciniec period is quite possible. Local
“Trzciniec” might be a process of integration of different cultural components.

Translated by Mykola Kryvaltsevich and Iryna Ganetskaya
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