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Editor’s Foreword

As regards the identification of the early forms of Europe’s long-distance ro-
utes, the area lying between the Baltic and Black seas can be said to be one of
relative neglect. Specifically, little research has been devoted to the development
stages of the area’s socio-cultural map, i.e. to neighbourly forays, itineraries, ro-
utes (of varied continuity, range and transport technique), stable segments of roads
leading to water crossings, networks of fords and the communication channels run-
ning along watersheds. The foremost issue, at present one of great difficulty with
respect to a study embracing the whole region in question, is the cultural context
of these innovations and the related mechanisms that saw their creation in regard
to the socio-economic basis and ritual-epistemological nature of ancient peoples in
these regions.

The study by Marija Gimbutas [Gimbutas 1965] of ‘amber routes’, joining the
west and east of Europe, may be considered the first attempt to tackle the issue of
the region’s early communication channels and was accordingly referred to in the
analyses of the distribution of stone ‘fluted maces’, regarded as hypothetical mar-
kers of Baltic-Pontic routes [Kosko 2001; 2002]. Generally, this conceptual leaven
can be said to have provided broader intellectual stimuli for the international aca-
demic community of ‘Archaeology Bimaris’. The turning point in the nascent study
of ancient routes has been thus given a clear framework: an inter-university and
interdisciplinary discussion (see the Poznafi-Obrzycko symposium Routes Between
the Seas: Baltic-Bug-Boh (Southern Bug)-Pont held in October 2008).

The papers included in this volume are a partial record of the discussion. The
intentional selectiveness here is seen therefore in the conscious limitation of the
scope of papers (‘piecemeal’ treatment of linguistic or ethnological and anthropo-
logical analyses). Moreover, there is a special focus on one of the inter-regional
routes, namely the Baltic-Bug-Boh (Southern Bug)-Pont, or more specifically, its
early evidence (generally speaking, prior to — widely known to the academia — its
use in the times of Goth migrations).



Editorial comment

1. All dates in the B-PS are calibrated [BC; see: Radiocarbon vol. 28, 1986, and
the next volumes]. Deviations from this rule will be point out in notes [bc].

2. The names of the archaelogical cultures and sites are standarized to the English
literature on the subject (e.g. M. Gimbutas, J. P. Mallory). In the case of a new
term, the author’s original name has been retained.

3. The spelling of names of localities having the rank of administrative centres
follows official, state, English language cartographic publications (e.g. Ukraine,
scale 1 : 2 000 000, Kiev: Mapa LTD, edition of 1996; Respublika BELARUS’,
REVIEW-TOPOGRAPHIC MAP, scale 1:1 000 000, Minsk: BYELORUSSIAN
CARTOGRAPHIC AN GEODETIC ENTERPISE, edition 1993).

4. As far as names of administrative units in Polish, Ukrainian, Belarusian and
English are concerned, a convention has been adopted that wojewddztwo =
oblast = region and powiat = raion = district.
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Katarzyna Slusarska

HORDEEVKA - IMPLICATIONS OF ARCHEOLOGICAL
RESEARCH ON EXTRA-REGIONAL RELATIONS
(CULTURES OF THE BOH-BUG RIVERS BASIN)

This study will follow the conference theme of trade routes and connections
between the areas of the Vistula and Dnieper river basins, in particular the Boh-Bug
river system joining two seas, the Baltic and the Black. It will not concern itself, ho-
wever, with further proof of the functioning of this system but rather, a brief history
of issues to do with the Hordeevka' cemetery complex. On account of its location
on the Boh, the presence of various topogenetic elements, foremost all the points of
its interpretation, it represents an ideal illustration of issues in respect to the above.

Twenty years of research notwithstanding, our understanding to date of this
site remains as yet incomplete. Research discussion on the cemetery complex of
Hordeevka can be said to be focused on in principle, around the following integrally
related issues.

1. FINDS

The site was discovered in 1986 during melioration works. It is located on the
right bank of the Boh, 5 km from the village of Gordiyvka (Hordeevka) in Trosty-
anets district, Vinnytsia district in Ukraine and covers an elevated flatland between
the two right tributaries of the Boh, the Bitiug and Trostanchik rivers. The plateau
on which the cemetery complex is found covers approximately 3 km?(2 x 1.5 km).

! Hordeevka was established in the professional literature by S.S. Berezanskaya and V.I. Klocko [Berezanskaya,
Klocko 1998]. The name of this site is a transliteration of the Ukrainian into German, based on the voiced g [h], and
also appears in the literature as Gordievka and Gordiyvka.
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There are 45 almost circular mounds documented, of which 40 contained graves.
Most probably there were more barrows, though they were completely destroyed
by intensive farming [Berezanskaya, Lobay 1994: 148].

The site was archeologically researched in 1986-1989, Lobay from the Vinnyt-
sia Regional Museum initially leading the dig. In the next three years, on account
of the unique nature of finds, S.S. Berezanskaya took the helm of the team (V.L.
Klochko, B.I. Lobay, Machostych, O. Vangorodska). The documentation from this
research can be found in the Ukraine NAN Archeological Institute Archive in Kiev,
and artefacts in the Vinnytsia Regional Museum [Berezanskaya, Klocko 1998: 1].
In 1995 barrow 46, which contained one child grave? was examined (not included
in the study on the site).

On this site only barrows were found (burials under the kurgan). The actual
graves themselves varied greatly, from those of a simple design to those with plank
facing forming a canopy, supported on four posts. The dead were laid either on
their side, in a crouched position or rested supine. It was also noted that each of
the graves had been robbed not long after burial, as might suggest the shifting of
the remains of the dead.

The initial dig was directed towards the position of the grave end and subse-
quently, the barrow inventory could be said to be fairly comprehensive — though
it is not possible to formulate a taxonomy for the internal arrangement. It would
appear also that a similar lack of commonality was the case with the shape of uten-
sils. A great number of decorative elements were also found, some of which had no
analogy to either local culture or neighbouring groups.

A significant use of decorative elements made out of amber is atypical for the
burial rites of northern Pontic societies. In this respect it should be noted that in
the cemetery complex of Hordeevka over 1,500 amber beads were found, such as
Tyrins and Alemure. Weaponry on the other hand, apart from two arrow shafts and
fragments of steel daggers or swords, does not appear in barrows of this complex.
There are, however, bronze knives and the remains of a horse harness.

2. INITIAL ATTEMPTS AT INTERPRETATION - THE CHRONOLOGY
OF CULTURE HYPOTHESIS

According to S.S Berezanskaya and B.I. Lobay [Berezanskaya, Lobay 1994], this
site is witness to an advanced process of social stratification. The lack of a settlement
in the view of researchers may be proof that so called select persons were laid to

2 Courtesy of M. Potupchika from the Vinnitsa Regional Museum (oral relation).
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rest in such complexes, from one vast territorial community. The almost complete
absence of weaponry and the presence of a large number of decorative costumes
gave rise to the theory that this is a cemetery complex for females [Berezanskaya,
Lobay 1994: 153].

The issue of chronology was resolved by a comparative analysis of metal ob-
jects from the barrows with that of materials from the Central Europe area. The
cemetery complex has been dated to 15-10 centuries BC, corresponding to BC-HA2.
On the basis of observable differences in the material (mainly ceramic), researchers
proposed to extrapolate two phases of ritual cemetery use. The first was synchro-
nised with the Komaréw and Trzciniec cultures (KoC & TrC), the second with that
of the group encompassing Bilozerka (BzC), Wysocko (WyC), Belogrudovka (BgC)
and Tarnobrzeg-Lusatian (TLuC). According to S.S. Berezanskaya and B.T. Lobay
[Berezanskaya, Lobay 1994: 152], Hordeevka is a reflection of the intensified influ-
ence of traits from the Central European Tumulus culture circle (TCC), a result of
migrations from the west of unidentified as yet cultural groups espousing a barrow
culture.

The view that this cemetery complex was related to the TCC was strengthened
by S.S. Berezanskaya and V.I. Kloc¢ko [Berezenskaya, Klochko 1998], who proposed
a division into four phases based on a comparative analysis of metals (mainly knives),
ceramics and harnesses with materials from the Carpathian and East-Mediterranean
regions. The study gave designations of 1*C (one for phase I and 4 for phase IV)
together with calibrated dates. The basis of the chronology, however, remained co-
nventional dating without calibrations. Phase I was dated to 1500-1300 BC (BB-BD),
IT to 1300-1200 BC (BD-HA A1), III to 1200-1100 BC (HA A2) and IV to 1100-1000
BC (HA B) [Berezanskaya, Klocko 1998: 19-20].

A thorough comparative analysis of burial rites (Hordeevka barrows) was con-
ducted and that of Ukrainian cultures at the end of the Middle and Late Bronze
Ages. The researchers concluded that this cemetery complex is a reflection of the
Mnogovalikovaya ceramic culture (MnCC) imposing its influence on local traditions
with the introduction of new designs from the eastern tumulus cultures (mainly
pre-Lusatian and Carpathian). This synthesis of traditions was to lead to the emer-
gence of a new eastern group of barrow culture. Moreover, the differences between
Tumulus culture (TC) per se and that observed in Hordeevka were a result of the
existence of strong traditions in the local cultural substratum [Berezanskaya, Klocko
1998: 21-25].

This hypothesis was followed by S.S. Berezanskaya [Berezanskaya 1998: 325-
-341], who argued that in common with a barrow culture, Hordeevka featured:

1. topographical location of a cemetery in a watershed,

2. a large number of kurgans with a single grave,

3. a preponderance in the early phase, of the dead laid in an extended supine
position, head towards the west, varying south-west and north-west,
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4. a large number of artefacts including many knives and the particular composi-
tion of decorative elements such as bronze, gold and amber on the costumes,
5. wooden construction of the tumulus,
6. the custom of leaving only a few utensils in the barrow [Berezanskaya 1998: 340].
The community constituting the settlement researched was most likely that of
the pre-Lusatian and Carpathian TC. The noticeable differences in rites resulted
from the still strong traditions of the particular cultural substratum. The dating
of this site, mainly based on typochronology, supported the thesis that this settle-
ment was contemporaneous with that of other barrow cultures. This hypothesis was
upheld in subsequent research [Berezanskaya 1999: 148-153; Berezanskaya, Shu-
mova 2002: 151-154].

3. THE OPEN CULTURE HYPOTHESIS

According to V.I. Klochko [Klochko 1996], the uniqueness of Hordeevka ought
to be viewed in terms of events that took place in Europe in the latter half of the
first millennium BC such as the expansion of the Urn Peoples and the peoples
of the ‘Sea’, the latter leading to the destabilisation of the eastern Mediterranean
communities. Amber, in respect to the settlement of Hordeevka, played a particular
role and its abundance here would seem to indicate the existence nearby of local
production processes. V.I. Klochko proposes two alternative hypotheses that explain
this cemetery complex as one that separated from the local culture.

The peoples of this necropolis maintained relations with ‘the northern barba-
rians’ (often the source of conflicts in the eastern Mediterranean) and maybe sup-
plied amber to them or even took part to some extent in historical events known
as ‘the expansion of the Sea Peoples’ [Klochko 1996: 129-131; 1998: 343-351]. This
hypothesis of mutual exchange would also explain the presence of Mediterranean
objects in Hordeevka such as amber beads and certain types of knives. This leaves
the question of where the amber came from. In this context it is mainly succinite but
this does not preclude the fact that it might be either a gemstone from the Baltic
shore or one locally sourced in Volhynia [Slusarska 2000, 2007: 371-375; Shumova
2005: 231-234].

In the light of the above hypothesis, Hordeevka can be understood as a record
of a certain process of separation, whereby, at this stage of development, a com-
munity from a local culture takes control of particular unidentified goods. These
peoples could have also migrated onto the interfluvial area of the Dnieper and Dnie-
ster rivers, following the route of the Boh in the ancient Greek tradition known as
Hypanis [Klochko 2006: 245-250].
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4. THE HORDEEVKA SYNCRETIC CULTURE HYPOTHESIS

The I. Krushelnytska hypothesis of the ‘Hordeevka culture’ or Late Bronze
Age culture of the central Dniester basin, in principle corresponds to the above
discussion, albeit raising questions as to the principal assumptions put forward by
S.S. Berezanskaya [Berezanskaya 1999; Berezanskaya, Shumova 2002].

In this regard, the former placed emphasis not on the presence of so called
foreign objects in tumulus complexes, but rather on what the finds can suggest
about interaction with the local culture. According to I. Krushelnytska, there are
no grounds for relating this cemetery complex with any Central European group.
Moreover, the graves in Hordeevka are perceived to be a reflection of a new culture
developing out of a local tradition, as would suggest the custom of placing utensils
and decorative elements originating in style from the BzC, BgC and Chornoles
culture (ChC).

It is, however, because of the site’s vastness, richness of archaeological inventory
and complexity of construction in the view of I. Krushelnytska [Krushelnytska 1998],
possible to interpret Hordeevka as a centre of ritual ceremonies. This site therefore
represents a new cultural group that reflects the process of disintegration of cultural
patterns during the Bronze Age and the emergence of a new evolutionary stage that
subsequently manifested itself most completely in the ChC [Krushelnytska 1998:
196]. Unfortunately, to date, Hordeevka remains the only example of a new culture
so defined.

I. Krushelnytska’s thesis that the cemetery complex is integrally tied to the local
culture is borne out by a comparative analysis of burial rites. In this respect, both
the topography of such complexes (in watersheds) and barrow rites (single burial
under the tumulus), are nothing new for eastern cultures of the Black Sea area. In
fact, this is the norm for this area as far as the Bronze Age is concerned, as is placing
the dead to rest on their side, hands raised towards the face. Moreover, in tumulus
cultures of the kurgan type, the construction is mainly a stone one, whereas in the
previously mentioned Carpathian barrow culture there is neither a construction nor
a kurgan over the grave.

Apart from the debatable appropriateness of including the Carpathian culture
(CaC) in the generally understood realm of TCs, it is noted that in the eastern
branch, cremation appears very early and achieves almost equal status as a burial
rite. Moreover, use of fire per se in rites of the Black Sea area has an equally long
tradition as does the filling of the kurgan.

In TCs it is possible to note much more rigorous observation of kurgan inte-
rior composition, to take the presence of weapons in male graves as an example
(completely absent in Hordeevka). Naturally, this factor might be explained by the
fact that weapons were taken whenever such graves were pillaged.
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The forms of metal objects, which supporters of tumulus theory argue are proof
for their theory, have a very long history. There is no doubt that the range of ob-
jects in this study corresponds to those of the Carpathian-Transylvania metallurgy
complex. An analysis of the metals showed that these may even have been pro-
duced locally from the available raw materials by means of ‘commissioning’ or by
replication [Goshko 1998: 49-76, 2005: 235-240], which comes as no surprise. Here,
it ought to be noted that the interfuvial area between the Dniester and Dnieper
came under the influence of Central European metallurgy traditions much earlier,
well before Hordeevka arose to the stage of development commensurate with the
Noua-Sabatinowka cultures [Klochko 1998: 343-351; Slusarska 2000]. Both the re-
sults of *C and materials analysis shows that the initially accepted range of dates
corresponding to BB-HB cannot be maintained. Rather, following K. Slusarska,
the beginnings of Hordeevka as a cemetery complex can be related to the BD/HA
period of breakthrough in culture [Slusarska 2003c: 365-381].

Further proof of such dating can be said to be the results of pottery analysis
conducted by M. Kranc [Kranc 2003], which posits that utensils from this necropolis
correspond to those of the BzC (mainly Baltic groups) and in part, those from the
BgC. Moreover, there are also a number of traits observable that are derivative of
the Thracian-Hallstatt (Kishinev- Corlaeni, Neprotovo, Sahara-Solon¢eny) cultures
(THaC) as well as those of the lower Danube (Babadag, Insula Banului).

5. CONCLUSIONS

The above discussion has been concerned with outlining the uniqueness of the
Hordeevka cemetery complex, one that is interpreted as a burial place for a cer-
tain narrow social group, akin to a necropolis for the ‘aristocracy’. The unusual
richness of finds in the tumuli, uniqueness of ornamental compositions and pre-
sence of rather large numbers of objects exogenous to the borderland peoples of
the forest steppe and the Black Sea steppe, would seem to allow for a hypothesis
relating Hordeevka to the presence of a highly developed framework of interaction
between the respective groups of this area at this point in time. One such culture
that left behind this cemetery complex may well have functioned as a controlling
stratum for the exchange of goods along the Boh basin. This form of monopoly was
in all probability the source of a strong economic position, which translated into
a particular social status for its members. In this context, independence from the
local culture was underlined by ostentation in burial rites, acceptance of goods and
acculturation of customs from neighbouring cultures.
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At the end of the Bronze and the beginning of the Iron Ages there can be
observed a significant intensification of interaction between cultures separated to
a greater extent by geography. As a result of a process of cultural integration, new
groups arise, syncretic in nature. At the intersection of trade routes where the most
sought after goods appear, groups emerge that aspire to be the controlling forces
of this trade. The predilection to find a unique niche in the local culture is reflected
in the need to manifest the group’s status through objects and their use, as well as
ceremonial rites. In this particular regard, it can be said Hordeevka is not unique.

Translated by Ryszard J. Reisner
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