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Editor’s Foreword

Globular Amphora culture settlements make one of the most important systems
of circulation of cultural patterns in the border zone between the drainage areas of
the Baltic and Black Seas. One aspect of this problem, namely the ,eastern exodus”
mentioned in the title, has seemingly rich historiography. Under closer scrutiny,
however, it reveals many intuitive opinions based on weak and insufficiently explored
sources. This belief lay behind the present issue of the ,,Baltic-Pontic Studies”. The
papers presented in this issue open new areas of discussion of the problems in
question. For the first time, the discussion is set against an incontrovertible scale of
absolute chronology. This issue anticipates a broader synthesising presentation to
be published in the not too distant future.



Editorial comment

1. All dates in the B-PS§ are calibrated [see: Radiocarbon vol.28, 1986, and the
next volumes]. Deviations from this rule will be point out in notes.

2. The names of the archaeological cultures (especially from the territory of
the Ukraine) are standarized according to the English literature on the subject [e.g.
Mallory 1989]. In the case of a new term, the author’s original name has been
retained.

3. The place names located in the Ukraine have been transliterat from the
versions suggested by the author (i.e. from the Belorussian, Ukrainian, Polish or
Russian originals).
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SETTLEMENT OF GLOBULAR AMPHORA CULTURE IN
PERESOPNITSA, THE VOLHYNIA REGION (UKRAINE)

For almost a hundred and fifty years, the territory of the village of Peresopnitsa,
Rivne district of the Volhynia region has been in the spotlight of archaeological study
[Terskiy, Terskiy 1994:50]. Earlier excavations in the vicinity of the village discovered
(Fig.1) settlements of the Lengyel and Strzyzéw cultures; an embrional position of
the buried of the Strzyzéw culture on the hill near village Biliv; a mound of the
Grédek-Zdolbitsa culture located to the North of the Pastivnyk ravine; a settlement
and a burial ground of the Strzyzéw culture on the left bank of the river Stubla in
village Iskra; a ground mound of the Strzyzdw culture at the Zamostya ravine near
village Novostav Dalniy and Tripolye ceramics in the Shlikhter ravine in the territory
of village Peresopnitsa [Sveshnikov, Nikolchenko 1982:89-100; Terskiy 1993:65].

1. THE FEATURE OF GAC

In August 1994 the Volhynia archaeological expedition organised by the Lviv
Historical Museum and sponsored by the State Foundation for Fundamental Re-
search of the Ukrainian State Committee for Science and Technologies continued
the systematic exploration of the early medieval town in Peresopnitsa launched in
1974. The expedition conducted major excavation works on the eastern outskirts of
village Peresopnitsa in the territory of a natural island created by branches of the
Omeliana (Ustya) river nort far from the place where it flows into the river Stubla
(tributary river Khoryn).

The area of the island is about 10 hectares occupied by arable land. An exca-
vation site of the total area of some 100 sq.m was made near the western edge of
the upper horizontal plateau of the island. Besides prevailing materials of the tenth
to thirteenth centuries, the cultural layer featured individual fragments of ceramic
pots, probably of the Komaréw culture and stone retouched plates of the Bronze
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Fig. 1. Location of archaeological sites in the area of Peresopnitsa (3 - a GAC settlement)

Age. The subsoil loam was bedded 0.5-0.7 m deep from the present-day surface.
Black soil was bedded down to 0.3-0.5 m deep. The cultural layer was unitype.

A pit of the Globular Amphora culture (GAC) was discovered 0.7-0.8 m below
the present-day surface (Fig. 2) in the process of smoothing out the floor of a
deepened dwelling dating back to the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. It was covered
by a thin layer of clay analogous in colour to subsoil clay. The upper part of the
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Table 1

Definition of fauna from structure no.1 (GAC) from Peresopnitsa (Pastivnyk Island) of the Rivne region.
Performed by Professor Konstantin A. Tatarinov

No. Fauna composition Bones Individuals Notes
1. Boar 9 1 occipital bone, hoof phalanx
(Sus scrofa) vertebrae and fractions of

tubular bones,
a young animal

2. Roe deer 3 1 left lower jaw, ribs, a
(Capreolus vertebra of a young animal
capreolus)

3. Sheep or goat 20 2 two left lower jaws, fraction
(Ovis sp./ of an upper jaw, coronal
Capra sp.) bone, pelvis, tubular bones,

a mature animal

4. Carp 1 1 fragment bones of a mature
(Cyprinus carpio)1 animal

5. Mustelids, probably 12 1 breckchia (bones in rock), a
weasel small predator’s lower jaw,
(Mustelidae - bones of the extremities
Mustela nivalis?)

6. European beaver 2 1 fraction of incisor enamel
(Castor fiber)

Total 47 7

Note: 1. Rather Cyprinidae? (Editor’s comment)

structure’s filling up to 1.0-1.2 m deep consisted of an almost compact layer 30 cm
thick with a high concentration of fragments of ceramics divided by a mixture of
light subsoil clay (about 25%), darker clay with a dissemination of burnt clay, pieces
of processed clay plaster, charcoal and white powder, probably ash. Osteological
materials (Table 1) was concentrated mainly in the middle and lower parts of the
filling mass. Besides three major broken pieces of sooth naturals flint pebbles, 25
flat flint pinches and four flint plates were collected at the levels of the feature
filling.

The lower part of the filling consisted of a considerably smaller amount of
ceramic fragments. There was a horizontal floor 1.4-1.5 m deep. Closer to the
north-west corner of the floor there was a higher concentration of pieces of burnt
clay with traces of twigs. Also, the find featured remains, possibly, of a hearth of a
fine layer of firm ash.

The structure’s floor did not have definite limits and was not rammed. The pit’s
walls were vertical, 1.35 x 1.75 m in dimensions (Fig. 2).

Bones from the pit were submitted to the *C analysis [see Kadrow, Szmyt,
Absolute. . ., in this volume].
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Fig. 2. Peresopnitsa site 3. Plan and cross-section of the feature. Legend: 1 - layer of a firm ash, 2 -
fragments of burnt clay, 3 - rock-bed

2. CHARACTERISTICS OF MATERIALS

All 161 of the found items from the filling are stored in the Lviv Historical
Museum (LIM A No 55011-55171).

Ceramics lay in the upper part of the pit in the complex and with bottoms
down, only the best-preserved plate no.13 found almost on the floor had been
turned bottom up. All in all, 17 intact and fragmented pots were collected in the
structure.

Amongst the ceramic pots there was a group of thin-walled vessels decorated
with in-cut lined filling with chalk paste (Fig.3:1-5):

1. Black, walls 3-4 mm thick, more smoothed from the inside, brims 29 cm in
diameter, the dough contained an admixture of ground shells (Fig. 3:1);

2. Light-yellow, with a well-smoothed surface, the dough contained an admi-
xture of finely ground shells, brims 17 cm in diameter (Fig. 3:2);
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Fig. 3. Peresopnitsa site 3. Pottery from the GAC feature
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Fig. 4. Peresopnitsa site 3. Materials from the GAC feature (10-19 - pottery, 20-23,25 - flint, 24 - bone)
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3. Yellow, the dough similar to that of previous pot, the inside surface polished
much better than the outside, the largest diameter 31 cm (Fig. 3:3);

4. Decorated with cord shaped scallops, the dough features a rare admixture of
finely ground shells, the fracture with three layers, the surface processed in a way
similar to the previous vessel (Fig. 3:4);

5. A brim with a number of holes for a cord, the dough with an admixture of
finely ground shells, with a smooth, black surface (Fig. 3:5).

Large pots:

6. A brim, decorated with nail imprints along the vertical rim and with a hori-
zontal roller on the lower part of the brim, grey surface smoothed from the inside,
outer walls bear traces of scratches, walls 5-6 mm thick, the dough with an admixture
of flint; the vessel was 32 cm high with brims of 28 cm in diameter (Fig. 3:6);

7. The rim on the lower edge is accentuated by a continuous roller with ver-
tical springs, a yellow smoothed surface, walls 6-10 mm thick, the inside surface is
smoked, and the bottom is 16 mm thick; the dough with an admixture of ground
flint; the vessel is 40 cm high, the diameter of the brims is 30 cm (Fig. 3:7);

8. A vessel decorated along vertical rims by two rows of nail imprints, the brown
polished surface is smoked from the inside, the upper edge of the brim is cut down
horizontally, with walls 5-6 mm thick; the dough contained ground flint; the brim
diameter is 29 cm (Fig. 3:8);

9. A yellow polished surface, without ornaments, the dough with admixture of
ground flint, 23 cm high, the diameter of brims 27 cm, the bottom is 9 mm thick
with a minor cavity in the center from the downside (Fig. 3:9);

10. A plate with handles on the rims, the outer surface is better polished, brown,
illburnt with crumbling walls, brick coloured in the fraction, the bottom inside is
slightly salient in the center, with walls up to 4 mm thick, the vessel was 17 cm high,
the dough contained admixtures of finely ground flint and shells (?; Fig. 4:10);

11. A severely burnt bowl with a heavily polished surface; the dough contains
finely ground shells, the vessel is 10.5 cm high, with brims 13 cm in diameter (Fig.
4:11);

12. A hemisphere-shaped bowl decorated along the perimeter below the upper
edge and along the perimeter of the bottom with plasters, the surface is smoothed
and black, the dough contains a scarse admixture of finely ground shells, the vessel
is 11.5 cm high, the brims are 21.5 cm in diameter (Fig. 4:12);

13. A cone-shaped bowl without decoration, the surface is smooth, the dough
contains a considerable amount of ground shells (?), the vessel is 10 cm high, the
brims are 15 cm in diameter (Fig. 4:13);

14. A hemisphere-shaped bowl with medium-smooth surface; the dough con-
tains an admixture ground shells and the diameter of the vessel is 16 cm (Fig.
4:14);

15. A thin-walled pot, with a brick coloured smoothed surface, the dough con-
tains admixtures of mica and flint; the surface is uneven (Fig. 4:15);
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16. A pot with a vertical handle below the edge of vertical rims, the dough
contains an admixture of sand, or occasionally ground flint which accounts for the
rough surface of the vessel (Fig. 4:16);

17. A vessel’s rim decorated with two rows of nail imprints (lower line in the
continuous cavity), the surface is rougher, and an admixture of sand occurs (Fig.
4:17).

Among the above-mentioned ceramics one may distinguish decorated fine-wal-
led vessels with ornaments characteristic of the Volhynia group of monuments.
Therefore, similar elements of engraved ornaments (zigzags and groups of parallel
vertical engravings similar to those on no.1 pot of Peresopnitsa) occur on decorated
pots found in a nearby settlement of Gorodok of the Rivne region and Skolobov of
the Zhitomir region [Sveshnikov 1983:Tabs.IV,3, IX,1,3,7]. An ornament of rhombs
(similar to that on vessels no.2 and no.9 of Peresopnitsa) occurs on pots found in
the Kamyany Brid settlement of the Zhitomir region [Sveshnikov 1983:Tab.XIV].
Hatched triangles (see the vessel no.3 from Peresopnitsa) one may found in the
settlements of Uvisla and Ulashkivtsy [Sveshnikov 1983:Tab.XVIL,7,8] and scallops
similar to those on vessel no.4 from Peresopnitsa occur on pots from Mezhyriche
of the Rivne region [Sveshnikov 1983:Tabs. VI:7, IX,3, X, XII].

Flint items (Fig. 4:20-23,25) are represented primarily by knife-like blades 8.5
and 5 cm long (the latter retouched by minor chops), and two sickle-shells. Another
knife-shaped chip was found near object of GAC. All the flint samples are of local
Volhynia origin. One of the chips used to be part of a polished axe.

Bone artefacts are represented by a polished fine head, possibly a needle for
making nets or an arrowhead (Fig. 4:24).

3. CONCLUSIONS

The settlement of GAC discovered near Peresopnitsa so far has been the only
one found in the Stubla river basin. Similar to it is a Didychi settlement in the
Volhynia region, located approximately on the same latitude and discovered by
author in 1988. As in Peresopnitsa, in Didychi, the widened river Putilivka made
the location an attractive site for building the main settlement in the basin.

Considering the described material, conclusion can be made that the newly
discovered settlement in Peresopnitsa provides prospects for further excavation of
sites related to the GAC. Due to unusual types of vessel shapes, especially nos.6,7,12,
as well as to predominance of ground flint as a dough admixture, more typical for
cultures of the Bronze Age, the site described hereby may be referred to as from
the late phase of GAC. The settlement dwellers were engaged mainly in hunting
and fishing, as well as sheep and goat-breeding (Table 1). The local types of flint
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were processed in the settlement. According to the amount and sizes of pots, the
settlements was of a stable, permanent kind. Possibly it occupied the whole area of
the Pastivnyk Island.

The GAC settlement in Peresopnitsa is one of a few settlements of this culture
discovered so far to the East of the river Western Bug. The materials collected in
the settlement provide ample new data for the study of the settled way of life of
this culture in the territory of contemporary Ukraine.

Translated by James Grossklag and Inna Pidluska
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AAC — Acta Archaeologica Carpathica, Krakéw.
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