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Editor’s Foreword

The articles presented in vol. 19 Baltic-Pontic Studies (BPS) continue the
discussion on ‘Pontic Early Bronze Age Civilisations’ and their role in the cultur-
al development of prehistoric communities in the Baltic drainage basin or more
broadly speaking, present-day central-eastern Europe at the turn of the 3rd mill.
through to the 2nd mill. BC. Related issues have been examined in depth in previ-
ous BPS volumes, notably 11, 14 and 18 respectively.

The scholarly discussion that constitutes this publication can be divided into
two major research questions:

1) evidence of hypothetical markers of Pontic cultures and their attempts at an
autogenetic interpretation:

Late Eneolithic and Early Bronze Age taxa for Tripolie culture, Phase CII and
Early Bronze Age cultures such as Pit Grave, Catacomb and Babyno in the Baltic
basin. These in turn may be divided geographically: physiographic-cultural, Old
Upland (Piotr Wtodarczak) and Lowland — Silva (Aleksander Kosko)

2) the adaptation of Pontic cultural models in terms of differentiated forms of
‘neighbours’ cohabitation’:

taxonomically differentiated communities from the Baltic and Black Sea bor-
derlands (Jerzy Libera, Jan Machnik, Marzena Szmyt, Halina Taras, Stanistaw
Wilk and Anna ZakoScielna).

The present volume of BPS 19 was made possible due to the generous finan-
cial support given for undertaking scholarly investigation and associated editing,
as well as administration under the aegis of grants from the National Science
Centre (no. 2011/01/M/HS3/02142) and the National Programme for the Devel-
opment of the Humanities (no. (108/NPH3/H12/82/2014).

Professors Viktor 1. Klochko and Przemystaw Makarowicz kindly reviewed
this publication.



Editorial comment

L

All dates in the B-PS are calibrated [BC; see: Radiocarbon vol. 28, 1986,
and the next volumes]. Deviations from this rule will be point out in notes
[be].

The names of the archaelogical cultures and sites are standarized to the
English literature on the subject (e.g. M. Gimbutas, J.P. Mallory). In the
case of a new term, the author’s original name has been retained.

The spelling of names of localities having the rank of administrative cen-
tres follows official, state, English language cartographic publications (e.g.
Ukraine, scale 1 : 2 000 000, Kyiv: Mapa LTD, edition of 1996; Réspublika
BELARUS’, REVIEW-TOPOGRAPHIC MAP, scale 1:1 000 000, Minsk:
BYELORUSSIAN CARTOGRAPHIC AN GEODETIC ENTERPISE, edition
1993).
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Jerzy Libera, Anna Zako$cielna

PONTIC INFLUENCE IN THE TERRITORY

OF PRESENT-DAY POLAND

AS ILLUSTRATED BY LEAF-SHAPED POINTS
WITHOUT A MARKED TANG

Among various points found in Matopolska and Volhynia, in the literature re-
ferred to as daggers, khanjars, javelins, spearheads or projectile points, shaped us-
ing low-angle surface retouch, two basic subtypes have been distinguished: (1) one
without a marked tang — with its edge close to the distal end (AA) or considerably
broadened (AB); (2) one with a marked tang (BA and BB) — rectangular, trapezoid
or triangular [Libera 2001: 25-27]. In both subtypes, points are mostly triangular
or leaf-shaped, only in single cases do they end in a semicircle (this does not apply
to repairs or alterations). Their sizes are also comparable: for subtype 1, they range
from 85 to 240 mm in length and 25 to 50 mm in width while for subtype 2, they
range from 65 to 250 mm and 25 to 70 mm, respectively.

Carried out in recent years, the studies of morphological varieties of points
found in the borderland between Poland and Ukraine, succeeded in attributing only
some forms to specific cultural units. This is particularly true for the specimens
with marked tangs (regardless of the degree of their distinctiveness) that were asso-
ciated with the horizon of pottery-free graves, holding flexed burials. The time the
specimens functioned was set, on the strength of radiocarbon dates, at the second
quarter of the 18th century BC [Bargiet, Libera 1997a: 153; 2005b; Libera 2001:
78-79]. The way corpses were arranged and other non-ceramic goods found in such
graves show that they can reasonably be associated with the early settlement hori-
zon of the Mierzanowice culture. In Matopolska, these are dated features contain-
ing points (Czerniczyn, grave III and XI) and others without any ‘projectile points’
(Szpikotosy Kolonia and Swierszczéw Kolonia, site 28) — [Bargiet, Libera 2005b].
The area they are found in Poland stretches as far as the Sieradz Land [Eufemia,
Zagorzyce — Bargiel, Libera 2006] and covers also Volhynia [Lysche, Ostrozhets,
Rusyliv, Torchyn: grave 2 and 10, Vyriv, Zdovbytsia: grave I, Zolochiv: grave 2 —
Bargiet, Libera 2005b]. Found in these graves, symmetrical artefacts with marked
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tangs were called Czerniczyn-Torchyn type points [Bargiel, Libera 1997a: 153;
2005b: 15; Libera 2001: 80, 127].

Recently held analyses have shown that Czerniczyn-Torchyn type points
should rather exclude specimens with characteristically formed proximal edges of
tangs. The latter are clearly broader: thick with a semicircular ending, resembling
a ‘knob’, or flat with an arched ending. As stray finds, they occurred in eastern
Poland and Volhynia. In terms of morphology, they closely resemble copper or
bronze daggers with a full handle, also ones ending in a metal or organic ferrule,
and appear to be their faithful imitation. The metal models of those flint points
should be looked for in the East Carpathian and/or Pontic metallurgic centres, for
instance those connected to the Trzciniec-Komarov milieu. However, the closest
analogies are supplied by the metal daggers of the Srubnaya and Sabatinovka cul-
tures, in particular the finds of the Krasnyi Mayak type. In sum, flint daggers with
a marked, thickened or flat tang with a rounded proximal edge, encountered along
today’s Polish-Ukrainian border, may have been manufactured to satisfy a demand
from the autochthonous populations of the Trzciniec culture, who had settled the
area since ca. the 18th century BC [Libera and Taras, in this volume]. What re-
mains an open question is the location of manufacturing centres, their manufac-
tures and the routes the daggers took to arrive in the area under discussion.

The problem of dating points without a marked tang is of a different nature.
Single medium-sized points (about 70-110 mm long and almost 30 mm wide) with
their proximal edge resembling a tip or with a marked edge — their contours be-
ing ovaloid, pentagonal and, possibly, leaf-shaped — have been discovered on the
ground surface and in single graves at Strzyzow culture cemeteries in Raciboro-
wice-Kolonia [Bargiel, Libera 2005a: 199; Bargiet 2006a: 80-81] and Horodysko,
Chetm District (unpublished materials, processed by Jerzy Libera). Attempts to as-
sociate other point forms with Strzyzéw culture settlement have not been substan-
tiated so far [Bargiet, Libera 2005a; 2005b]. As much as a cursory comparison of
the shapes and sizes of ovaloid, pentagonal (and leaf-shaped) specimens brings to
mind similar artefacts found among the grave goods of the Middle Dnieper culture
[Artemenko 1967: Fig. 30:24-27; 57:13, 14; 59:27], but also those of the Yamnaya,
Catacomb and Babyno cultures [Klochko 2001, Fig. 29:1, 4, 9; 33: 2, 3, 5, 6; Razu-
mov 2011: Fig. 26:2, 5, 6; 27:4, 7; 28:6; 29:2]. These associations clearly show the
direction whence their inspirations came or what direct connections they had. In
spite of the fact that in the late 26th and early 25th centuries BC, groups of humans
who buried their dead at the edges of existing barrows and used vessels displaying
the characteristics of the Middle Dnieper culture — as exemplified by assemblages
of CWC categories C and D distinguished in this area — occupied Grzeda Sokalska
[Machnik, Bagiriska, Koman 2009: 259], no artefacts that could be interpreted as
any type of points were recovered [Libera 2009: 286-288].

No cultural attribution was possible in respect of a group of leaf-shaped, rel-
atively stocky points (80-180 mm long and 25-50 mm wide), with proximal edge
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Fig. 1. Leaf-shaped points: 1 — Hrebenne; 2 — Obsza; 3 — Krzemien; 4 — Grabowiec (vicinity)

[after Libera 2001 /1-3/, Panek 2013 /4/]
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contours resembling a tip but slightly broadened and thickened with straight or
arched ends (varieties AA and AB). Their similarity to variety BA, i.e. one with
a not-fully-marked tang (one of the varieties of Czerniczyn-Torchyn-type points),
has not been confirmed so far by reliable grave assemblages. Arguments in favour
of associating single similarly-shaped slender points with the Trzciniec populations
are not very strong. A proof of their use by “Irzciniec’ populations is supposedly
a ‘javelin head’, cited recurrently in the literature, coming from barrow 6 in Lubna
(properly Lubna-Jakusy), Sieradz District [Gardawski 1951: 15, Fig. 42d]. This
misshapen leaf-shaped point, medium sized (about 126 mm long), made probably
by knapping a blade (surface retouched on one side?), with a straight proximal
edge (truncated or broken oft?) because of the manner it was made seems to indi-
cate that this may be an incomplete specimen (certainly an untypical one). Never-
theless, in Aleksander Gardawski’s opinion this ‘projectile point” was considered
“the most representative form of “Trzciniec’ flint working in our (from Lubna —JL,
AZ) graves” [1951: 57]. Also, an unclear stratigraphic position is held by a slender
leaf-shaped specimen without a marked proximal edge recovered from barrow 1 in
Maydan-Lypne, Volhynia Oblast [Berezanska, Okhrimenko, Piasetskiy 1987: 53,
57]. In neither case can we exclude imitation or re-utilization, a phenomenon so
common among Bronze Age communities. We may well have a similar phenom-
enon in the case of other finds from ‘Trzciniec’ barrow mounds. From the surface
of barrow XIX in Guciéw, Zamo$¢ District, a tanged specimen with a triangular
distal end was recovered [Rogoziriska-Goszczynska 1965: Fig. 1d], being a classic
Czerniczyn-Torchyn-type point. Perhaps this is a similar ‘projectile point’ in the
case of a specimen having the contour of a very elongated isosceles triangle, found
in barrow 24 in Tyszowce, Tomaszéw Lubelski District [Kus$nierz 1987: Fig. 2c].
It seems that it may have been a specimen with a triangular blade whose tang has
been broken off.

A similar case in point concerns the use of points by Lusatian culture popula-
tions. The list of such finds is opened by a bifacial leaf-shaped point with a straight
proximal edge (AB) recovered from an urn discovered in grave 864 at a cemetery in
Laski, Kepno District [Kobusiewicz 1988: Fig. 13c], dated to the 4th period of the
Bronze Age and the early Hallstatt period. Also ‘Lusatian’ sites from eastern Mato-
polska have yielded medium-sized stout points. In addition, a leaf-shaped specimen
with a missing proximal edge was found at an urn cemetery in Siedliszcze, Chetm
District [Dabrowski 2006; Libera 2006: Fig. 4:2]. In similar circumstances, an un-
usually asymmetrical ‘tanged’ specimen was recovered in Pysznica, Stalowa Wola
District [Mitura 2001: Tab. XL6], while a more regular artefact is noted from a set-
tlement feature in Zagroda, Chetm District [Gotub 1996: Fig. 1:2]. This short re-
view of finds made in the context of ‘Late Lusatian’ pottery must be supplemented
by two leaf-shaped preforms found on a workshop site in Kopiec, Krasnik District,
where crescentic, sickle-shaped knives were manufactured from Swieciechéw and
Goscieradéw kinds of flint [Florek, Libera 1994: Fig. 3c].
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Fig. 2. Dispersal of leaf-shaped points with the blade close to the base: 1. Bakivtsi — Bakowce,
Lutsk Region, Volhynia Oblast; 2. Borowa, Tarnéw District; 3. Derman-Derman, Zdolbuniv Region,
Rivne Oblast; 4. Gorliczna-Szewnia, Przeworsk District, Subcarpathian Prov.; 5. Hrebenne, Hrubie-
szow District, Lubelskie Prov.; 6. Hulivka — Hulewicze, Kovel Region, Volhynia Oblast; 7. Huséw,
Laricut District, Subcarpathian Prov.; 8. Jasice, Opatéw District; 9. Kamiana Hora — Kamienna
Gora, (nonextant) Zdolbuniv Region, Rivne Oblast; 10. Kolonia Seredzice, Radom District, Mazo-
vian Prov.; 11. Krowica, Lubaczéw District, Subcarpathian Prov.; 12. Lubaczéw, Lubaczéw District,
Subcarpathian Prov.; 13. Lowcza, Lubaczéw District, Subcarpathian Prov.; 14. Mlodzawy Duze,
Pificzéw District, Swietokrzyskie Prov.; 15. Nehrybka, Przemysl District, Subcarpathian Prov.;
16. Obsza, Bilgoraj District, Lubelskie Prov.; 17. Sandomierz, Sandomierz District; 18. Sobiecin,
Jarostaw District, Subcarpathian Prov.; 19. Torchyn — Torczyn, Lutsk Region, Volhynia Oblast;
20. Zakrzéw, Wieliczka District, Malopolskie Prov.

Leaf-shaped points of types IA-D in the classification of Ebbe Lomborg [1973]
or types I and II according to Wiodzimierz Wojciechowski [1976], dubbed Pto-
nia-type projectile points by Kazimierz Siuchnifiski [1972: 155-156], are record-
ed on sites in Pomerania, Wielkopolska and Silesia [Wojciechowski 1976; Cze-
breszuk, Koztowska-Skoczka 2008]. Without going into taxonomic attribution,
their presence in the Oder River drainage basin and along the Baltic coast can be
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viewed as the result of a north and/or west European impact [Kopacz 2001: 94-95].
The northern impact brought points made mainly of Senon flint from Jutland [Apel
2001: 298-300; 2008: 101, Fig. 2], while the western impact involves connections
to the Bell Beaker culture on the Lower Rhine and in the British Isles. Their pres-
ence in western Poland is related to the period of 2350-2300 BC while the onset
of their disuse reaches ca. 1950 BC [Czebreszuk 2001: 130; Czebreszuk, Koztow-
ska-Skoczka 2008: 41].

The AA- and AB-type points, of interest to us here, discovered along the
Polish-Ukrainian border as stray finds (known from at least 20 sites), are made
exclusively of Volhynia flint (Fig. 1). They are dispersed across both Volhynia,
for instance in the regions of Zdolbuniv (Kamiana Hora), Kovel (Hulivka), Lutsk
(Bakivtsi) and eastern Matopolska, in the vicinity of Hrubieszéw (Hrebenne),
Jarostaw (Sobiecin), Laricut (Huséw), Przemysl (Nehrybka) — [Libera 2001, cat-
alogue, Maps 1-6; Libera 2010: 9] — Fig. 2. Macrolithic leaf-shaped points with
a marked proximal edge (AB) occur also in destroyed graves in Ukraine — from
Horodenka [Sulimirski 1968: Fig. 35:12] and Berestechko [Sveshnikov 1974:
Fig. 39:13] — but their context is not completely clear. The former find may be as-
sociated with the settlement of Lusatian or Trzciniec cultures while the latter points
to connections with the so-called Grédek-Zdotbica group/culture.

The absence of any thorough studies of 3rd- and 2nd-millennium flint working
east of the Bug River makes it difficult to determine its origins, typological vari-
eties, technology and distribution. The studies of sources conducted so far permit
only very cautious conclusions. As far as Malopolska finds are concerned, their
location, raw material as well as shapes and sizes of artefacts direct our search
towards the forest zone and Black Sea steppes. It is certain that the time and place
of the emergence of macrolithic ‘projectile points’ (of various shapes) are to be
searched for in this vast area. It is not clear though whether the finds of medi-
um-sized leaf-shaped points without tangs may be linked only to the Strzyzéw
culture (see comments above) or whether they have an intercultural dimension. The
latter conclusion is supported by their dispersal [Libera 2001: catalogue + Map 1,
2,4, 5], going far beyond the range charted for Strzyzéw culture settlement in the
west [Bargiet, Libera 2004: Fig. 7] — the vicinity of Radom (Kolonia Seredzice) —
and in the south — the region of Jarostaw (Sobiecin), Laricut (Hus6w) and Przemysl
(Nehrybka). Furthermore, the group includes artefacts considerably exceeding in
size (i.e. above 110 mm) ‘Strzyzéw’ finds [Libera 2001, catalogue].

Wherefore, it is very likely that large leaf-shaped points without a marked tang
encountered along the Polish-Ukrainian border mark the ‘Vistula frontier’ of the
impact of ‘Early Bronze’ Pontic cultures. This would be yet another ‘Pontic’ ele-
ment (Yamnaya, Catacomb or possibly Babyno) next to graves displaying ‘Yaman-
ya’ or ‘niche’ characteristics [Wtodarczak 2010; 2011: 223; Klocko, Kosko 2011:
266-269], shaft-hole axes made of non-silica rocks having affinities with the Inhul
type [Klocko, Kosko 2011: 270-273], and conical-bottom pottery. The first find



80

of such pottery was made in Swiete, Jarostaw District [Kosko, Klochko, Olsze-
wski 2012], another one involves a conical-bottom pot, preserved in fragments,
found in barrow 2, Hubinek, Tomaszéw Lubelski District [unpublished materials;
Banasiewicz et al. 2012: 27-28]. In the context of ‘eastern’ imports, Halina Taras
considers a metal dagger, coming probably from a grave discovered in Strzyzéw,
Hrubieszéw District, and revealing clear links to the similar type-B arsenic-bronze
goods of the Catacomb culture (see Taras in this volume for other examples of
‘Pontic’ influence).

In the context of the Pontic impact, an assemblage of goods coming from an
alleged ‘barrow grave’ in Ostréwek, Lubartéw District, provides food for thought.
It includes a ‘tablet for grinding paints’, made probably of jadeite, a shaft-hole axe,
the contour and profile of which resemble ‘Inhul’ artefacts of this kind, made of
indeterminate raw material, a Volhynia flint bifacial axe and a small pentagonal
point made of indeterminate raw material [Gajewski 1972]. On the strength of the
last-mentioned artefact, in terms of shape and size pointing to connections with
forms considered to be of the ‘Strzyzéw-type’ [Bargiet, Libera 2004], the assem-
blage began to be associated with the Strzyzéw culture [Bargiet, Libera 2004: 179;
2005a: 197; Bargiet 2006: 81]. Now, we are inclined to revise this cultural attribu-
tion and consider the possibility of connections with the circle of Pontic cultures.

In the late 4th and early 3rd millennia BC, with the rise of the Pit-Grave cul-
ture, a cultural unification took place in eastern Europe’s steppe zone between the
Urals and the lower Danube River. This was possible owing to the high mobility of
steppe societies. In these circumstances, the social role of males must have grown
in importance; they took on the roles of shepherds, hunters and warriors. This
process may be reflected in the grave goods which were meant to emphasize the
warrior-like character of the dead. They were given stone battle-axes and maces,
arrows with projectile points, javelins with flint, copper or bronze points, as well as
flint, copper or bronze daggers. In the 3rd millennium BC, on the Pontic-Caspian
steppes, these structures were consolidated by the next wave of Catacomb Grave
culture populations [Kempisty 1981: 99; Chochorowski 1999: 266-269; Koztowski
1999: 182]. In the vast expanses of Europe, in particular on the Dnieper and Volga
rivers, in the eastern Baltic coastland, and in the southern Carpathians and the Bal-
kans, diverse projectile points and sickle-shaped knives should be regarded as the
permanent weaponry of shepherds, hunters and warriors of those times. However,
the exact provenance of these artefacts cannot be determined as yet.

Translated by Piotr T. Zebrowski
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