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Editor's ForewordThis volume 
ontains the majority of the papers presented during a 
onfe-ren
e that took pla
e on 16th-21st May, 1997 in �ód¹, Poland. The 
onferen
e wasorganized by the Institute of Ar
haeology, University of �ód¹ and Departementd'anthropologie, Universite de Montreal (Canada). The 
onferen
e was funded bythe University of �ód¹ and by IREX (International Resear
h & Ex
hanges Board),whi
h also supported this publi
ation. The publi
ation was partly founded by theUniversity of �ód¹ and by the Foundation of Adam Mi
kiewi
z University, too.The major questions of the 
onferen
e were, 1) what is the 
urrent eviden
efor eastern or southern in
uen
es in the development of eastern European Meso-lithi
 and Neolithi
 populations, and 2) to what extent are 
urrent politi
al trends,espe
ially the reassertion or, in some 
ases, the 
reation of ethni
 and nationalidentities, in
uen
ing our interpretations of the prehistori
 data.The idea for su
h a 
onferen
e 
ame into being through the 
o-organizers'long-term studies of the development of those prehistori
 human populations whi
hinhabited the vast region stret
hing north and east from the Oder river and Carpa-thian Mountains to the foothills of the Urals. In a tradition established in moderntimes by Gordon Childe, virtually all of the transformations of Eastern Europe'sNeolithi
 Age human lands
ape have been assumed to be responses to prior de-velopments in the Balkan peninsula and Danube basin. We think that a body ofnew eviden
e requires a renewed analysis of the distributions of 
ultural produ
ts,peoples, and ideas a
ross Eastern Europe during the Mesolithi
 through the EarlyMetal Age within a mu
h wider geographi
 
ontext than previously has been the
ase. This in
ludes giving adequate attention to the far-ranging intera
tions of 
om-munities between the Ponti
 and Balti
 area with those lo
ated in both the Cau
asusand the Aralo-Caspian regions.We hope that this volume will 
ontribute to su
h a redire
tion of future ana-lyses. Lu
yna Doma«skaKen Ja
obs



Editorial 
omment1. All dates in the B-PS are 
alibrated [see: Radio
arbon vol.28, 1986, and thenext volumes℄ (other versions are 
ited for the wish of authors). Deviations fromthis rule will be point out in notes.2. The names of the ar
haeologi
al 
ultures (espe
ially from the territory ofthe Ukraine) are standarized a

ording to the English literature on the subje
t (e.g.Mallory 1989). In the 
ase of a new term, the author's original name has beenretained.



Balti
-Ponti
 Studiesvol. 5: 1998, 9-12PL ISSN 1231-0344Ken Ja
obs, Lu
yna Doma«ska\BEYOND BALKANIZATION" | AN OUTLINEPROGRAM FOR A DISCUSSIONAs in all volumes, su
h as the one presented here, the papers speak for them-selves. We will use these introdu
tory pages to dis
uss in some detail and fromour own point of view 1) the pro
ess whereby these papers and their authors werebrought together, 2) a themati
 typology of the papers, in
luding those of authorsnot represented in this volume, and 3) the future of the ideas presented herein,with parti
ular attention to the dual themes of inter-regionality and the in
reasedre
ognition that our various resear
hes have ines
apable theoreti
al and ideologi
alroots and impli
ations.These papers represent the partial pro
eedings of a 
onferen
e entitled \TheFuture of the Past in Eastern Europe: New Visions of the Peoples & So
ieties thatFormed the Present," whi
h took pla
e May 16-21, 1997 at the Uniwersytet �ódzkiin �ód¹, Poland. However, \Beyond Balkanization: Towards Integrative Perspe
tiveson the Identities and Intera
tions of Human Communities during Eastern Europe'sRe
ent Prehistory" was the title of the IREX (International Resear
h & Ex
hangesBoard) grant that provided the ne
essary funding.These titles re
e
t the polygeni
 origin of the 
onferen
e itself and, thus, ofthis publi
ation. Initially, the results of our own skeletal resear
h 
aused us to be-
ome intrigued by the possibility of a 
onsiderable intera
tion between Mesolithi
and Neolithi
 human 
ommunities from Ukraine's Dnieper River rapids regionand 
ommunities lying within, or even beyond, the 
orridor between the Bla
k andCaspian Seas (Potekhina, South-eastern. . .). After dis
overy of our editors' sugge-stions along the same lines [e.g. Doma«ska 1990a, b℄ the idea to hold a 
onferen
eaddressing \the Near East Issue" germinated.Subsequently, the nuan
es of and potential alternatives to the traditional \Outof the Balkans" model for both the Indo-Europeanization and the Neolithizationof Eastern Europe were 
lari�ed through 
orresponden
es with James Mallory ofQueen's University, Belfast and Marek Zvelebil of SheÆeld University, UK. Theresults of their work and that of others made us a
utely aware of the manner inwhi
h prehistori
 
ultures, tribes and/or \ethnoses" typi
ally are 
reated. They arein fa
t the result of 
onveniently 
onjoining what are often ontologi
ally indepen-dent sets of ar
haeologi
al artifa
ts, presumed subsisten
e systems, anthropologi
al



10types, and putative linguisti
 aÆnities. Sometimes, these amalgams are quite ni
elymapped onto a sub-divided so
io-politi
al lands
ape of histori
al or re
ent origin(Dolukhanov, The Neolithi
. . . ). As a result, the ne
essity for an intensi�ed inter--regional approa
h provided added impetus for the 
onferen
e.The notion that we, as s
holars, must a
tively 
onsider how we intend to 
on-stru
t \the future of the past in Eastern Europe" 
an be tra
ed dire
tly to thein
uen
e of the late Priit Ligi, to whom this volume is dedi
ated. Through perso-nal 
onversations and 
lose 
onsideration of his latest publi
ations [e.g. Ligi 1993;1994; 1995℄ we be
ame 
on
erned about the need to be suspi
ious of and indeed todisse
t vigorously all rei�ed (pre)histori
 ethni
 lineages in both their temporal andspatial dimensions. Spe
ial 
on
ern for this issue is imperative, espe
ially duringour 
urrent period of nationalist, ethno-geographi
 and general politi
al volatility.Thus, the term \Beyond Balkanization" 
ame to have two meanings for the
onferen
e. The �rst evokes an overtly empiri
al inquest into inter-regional intera
-tions and in
uen
es in Eastern European re
ent prehistory whi
h are not rooted inthe Balkans. The se
ond 
alls for an overtly theoreti
al inquiry into the best way toavoid the potential pitfalls of \balkanizing" the past (Kohl, National. . . ; Lindstrom,History. . .). As with a sumptuous banquet table, where appetite so often ex
eeds
apa
ity, so it was with this 
onferen
e. The result was a unique blend of papers, abrief typology of whi
h we will now suggest.A predominant theme was that of \Inter-Regional Comparison." The true si-gni�
an
e of any ar
haeologi
al or bioanthropologi
al features that are des
ribedas being typi
al of any site or small set of sites 
an only be understood when a
omparison is made to material found over a very broad geographi
 range. Pa-pers in this volume that unders
ore this point are those of I. Loze, V.I. Timofeev,A.M. Haeussler, I. Potekhina, N.S. Kotova, D. Nuzhnyi and P.M. Dolukhanov. Inaddition, we would add to this group the papers presented in �ód¹, but not prin-ted here, of Y. Chistov (St. Petersburg, \Craniologi
al data banks and the study ofthe early stages of European ethni
 history") and of I.I. Gokhman (St. Petersburg,\Anthropologi
al stru
ture of East Europe's an
ient population").Linked with the previous theme was another, whi
h emphasized the \Open Na-ture of Bio-So
ial Systems." By this was meant the idea that prehistori
 
ommunitieswere invariably open to 
ultural and biologi
al in
uen
es from neighboring 
ommu-nities and regions. One impli
ation of this is, of 
ourse, that hypotheses of purely\lo
al" or auto
hthonous developments must be pla
ed under the 
losest s
rutiny.The papers here of P.M. Dolukhanov, L. Heapost, N.S. Kotova and D. Nuzhnyiaddress this issue, as did the �ód¹ 
onferen
e papers not printed here of P. Bu-khrashvili (Tbilisi, \Settlement ar
haeology and 
ultural systems of the Cau
asusduring the Palaeometal Epo
h") and of R. Jankauskas (Vilnius, \Skeletal biologi
aldata on Neolithization in Lithuania: 
auses and 
onsequen
es"). That auto
htho-nous developments 
ontinue to be asserted is not to be doubted. The papers hereof D. Telegin, A.A. Yanevi
h, and L. Zaliznyak illustrate this point.The remaining themati
 
ategories are less frequently represented in this vo-lume, but were of no lesser importan
e. The dangers of too great a use of \Stri
t



11Typologi
al Constru
ts" were made evident in the papers of V.I. Khartanovi
h,P.M. Dolukhanov, L. Heapost, and R. Jankauskas. The potential importan
e of the\Bla
k Sea/Caspian Sea Corridor" was dis
ussed by I. Potekhina and A.M. Haeus-sler. The \Politi
s of the Past" was the topi
 of the papers here of P.L. Kohl andR.W. Lindstrom, as well as of two 
onferen
e papers not reprodu
ed in this volume:Paul Barford (Warsaw) dis
ussed \Paradigms of the So
ial Past for the Present"and Ludomir Lozny (Hunter College, New York) presented ideas on \Surviving theChange: Polish ar
haeology in the next 
entury."The issue now to be dis
ussed is: Where do we go from here? This topi
,invoking both of the questions des
ribed in the Editors' Forward, was frequentlydis
ussed during the �ód¹ 
onferen
e, both informally and in a 
losing session.The importan
e of expanding the inter-regional 
omparison of ar
haeologi
aland bioanthropologi
al data over as broad a geographi
 s
ale as possible was re
o-gnized by all parti
ipants. Similarly, it was widely a

epted that hypotheses aboutthe regions and geographi
 dire
tions involved in the prehistori
 inter-regional in-tera
tions of Eastern Europe should not be limited to those whi
h have re
eivedthe greatest attention in the past. It was 
onsidered important to 
ontinue and toexpand the 
omparison of materials 
urrently housed in museums and institutesthat are usually quite distantly separated. In the same fashion, it was hoped by allthat more ex
avations in some previously understudied geographi
 areas might beundertaken. This alone would help immeasurably in �lling in some of the gaps inour ever-expanding inter-regional maps. Given the goodwill, the energy, and thes
holarly dedi
ation of the parti
ipants, there is every reason to believe that su
hhopes will not go unful�lled.The dis
ussion of how to 
onfront the \politi
al" aspe
ts of prehistori
 resear
hin Eastern Europe was more tentative and di�use. This very fa
t both re
e
ted the
hanging so
ietal 
ontexts in whi
h we all 
urrently work and served to heighten thepertinen
e of the subje
t itself. However, these dis
ussions were useful and helpedto demonstrate that it would be a major error to assume that this is a new debate.For example, a familiar 
laim is that \ideologi
al issues, broadly understood, (are)embedded in s
ienti�
 argument" and are \inherited from the larger so
iety('s)distin
t so
ial, philosophi
al, metaphysi
al, theologi
al, politi
al and aestheti
 tradi-tions." Countering su
h ideas, frequent pleas are made \to trans
end the limits ofolder, naturalisti
 and politi
al debates . . . and [to℄ establish a new, internally 
onsi-stent, self-referential tradition of investigation and argumentation within s
ien
e."Yet, despite its 
urrent resonan
e, the rhetori
 here derives from attempts by JamesCowles Pri
hard (1808) and Sir Wm. Lawren
e (1822) to set a new 
ourse for their\new" s
ien
e [Stepan 1982℄.At the same time, it was 
lear to all that the epistemologi
al dilemmas arisingfrom the fa
t that s
ienti�
 resear
h is 
ondu
ted in a politi
al and ideologi
al
ontext are not unique to the study of later Eastern European prehistory [see, e.g.Jones 1997; S
ham 1998℄. Indeed, it is now impossible to �nd a geographi
 area or(pre)histori
 period in whi
h su
h problems are not a
tively debated from all sidesof the question.



12 While the debate may o

ur everywhere, this does not provide a warrant toturn away from it. Very mu
h the opposite is true. As mu
h as our data are realand subje
t to empiri
al investigation, \it is hard to deny that s
ien
e has bothvalue impli
ations and value origins. S
ien
e is as important to . . .power as to soul--sear
hing questions of 
osmology or 
osmogony. S
ien
e lies 
lose to the roots ofmany forms of power: power to 
reate or destroy, to heal or harm, to feed or lethunger, to enlighten or obs
ure" [Pro
tor 1991℄. We and those among whom we livehave a dire
t, human relationship to those whose remains we study. We and thoseamong whom we live will feel the 
onsequen
es of the uses to whi
h these remainsmay be put, regardless of our presumptions to obje
tivity. Thus, in 
losing, we willborrow from a kindred author: \(we) as a group also have the politi
al responsibilityto prevent the abuse of (our studies) . . .With (our) status in so
iety there must be
onne
ted spe
ial responsibilities. It is now time for us to re
ognize the publi
 pri
ewe must pay" [May 1989:901℄. With this in mind, we fervently hope that we, as thes
holars who are in 
losest 
onta
t with the prehistori
 data themselves, will notturn from the debate. We trust that we will instead a
tively engage ourselves in it.Should su
h be the 
ase, this additional goal of the 
onferen
e shall be ful�lled.
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