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HUMAN LIFE AGAINST THE BACK-GROUND OF TIME SPACE.  

M.A. OSORGIN'S NOVELS A WITNESS TO HISTORY AND A BOOK ON ENDS
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ABSTRACT. The main theme of this article is specific perceiving of reality and the historical 

process in the novels of Mikhail Osorgin. The writer tries to explain the sense of socialistic 

movement in Russia and it’s consequence – the revolution and the civil war 1917–1919. 

According to the point of view of Osorgin, the catastrophe, which happened to his country, is a 

part of the natural evolution of the universe. For the author, human life is more important than 

political ideas. Osorgin explains that people should build their own happiness instead of sacrifying 

their lives for abstract goals, which means nothing in the face of the universe and infinity. These 

ideas are connected with cosmological ideology of Osorgin.

Michał Murawski, Uniwersytet im. Adama Mickiewicza w Poznaniu, Pozna� – Polska.  
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�! �, ��"!&� ��'�&� �! +�.' .!$#. � ��"$� �! +%�+���!$, '#!  �10 (!�.!$#.

(!#$�(�. „�!&���.1��� �#$�%�3 ���) , "$� +%�1 �! […] �) � �!  2"1! �)-
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������ � �����, 8). ��324 +!%!$�#�'32 �#�%&�� ��(!$� $�35! �� +%�(!%!
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:�5! #$� 0 (�#1$���)! �#$�%�"!#3�! #��)$�., 3�3 %!'� 4-�., ' (�%�+���-

(���� �#�%&��� �! +%!�#$�' .4$#. 9�3$�%�(�, ��%21�46�(� '#!��624

-�3 �"��#$0. ��3�� +��*�� ,$� %!�2 0$�$ +!%#+!3$�'), # 3�$�%�� +�#�$! 0

%�##(�$%�'�!$ "! �'!"!#$'�. �# � �! '��3�$0 ' +� �$�"!#3�! %����& �#�.  

� +�#(�$%!$0 �� �#$�%�"!#3�� +%�-!##, �$(!"�. !&� & �'�)! ��3���(!%��#$�, 

$� �!�#$'�$! 0�� (�5�� #�& �#�$0#. # �#�%&��)(, "$� +�# ! %!'� 4-�� ��-

#$2+�!$  �10 „2$'!%5�!��! ' �#$� ��'�� +� ��%��2 � +�����4 #'!%5!����” 

(�#�%&��, �!�"� � ��!��#, 93). � ,$�( 3��$!3#$! �! 2��' .!$ $�35! �!�$%� 0-

��! �$��1!��! +�#�$! . 3 „�! )(” � „3%�#�)(”, �#$%!� .46�( �%2& �%2&�  

' &%�5���#3�� '���!. �#! ��� +�� !5�$ $!( 5! ��3���( +%�%��), � „'���

3%�#��! � �! �! +0.�.$ �����3�'�” (�#�%&��, �!�"� � ��!��#, 93). 
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��&�"�)( +�# !�#$'�!( -�3 �"��#$� '%!(!�� .' .!$#. �$#2$#$'�! -! �, 

#��$'!$#$'!��� ' +���(���� �#�%&��� �! #26!#$'2!$ +%�&%!##� ' ���"!���

��(!�!��.  4�0(� �3%25�46!&� (�%�. � *��! �#$�%�� "! �'!"!#$'� (�5!$

 �10 +�#$!+!��� �#����'�$0 � +%�� �5�$0#. 3 '!"�)( �#$���( 3�#(�#�.  

� $�3�( 3��$!3#$! '�5�)( �#$�!$#.  �10 #!&���.1��� �!�0, � +�+)$3� +%!�-

2&���$0 �2�26!! #$���'.$#.  �1�!� #2!$��. „�# � �) (�5�� �) � %!1�$! 0-

�� '#; +%!�'��!$0! � �) � �) $�&�� 5�$0 – 2����� � #32"��” (�#�%&��, �!�"�

� ��!��#, 51). 

�� 9��! �#$�%�"!#3�* ��(!�!��� &!%�� �#�%&��� +%!�#$�' !�) ��)3��-

'!��)(�  4�0(�. �$#2$#$'�! '! �3�*  �"��#$!� ,$� *�%�3$!%��. "!%$� +%�-

�) +�#�$! .. �#$�%�. #����!$#. '#!( "! �'!"!#$'�(, � '! �3�! &!%�� ' & ���*

+�#�$! . ,$� $�5!, +%!5�! '#!&�,  4��, �!����3%�$�� # 2"���� �3���'1�!#.

' �$'!$#$'!���� %� �. �(!��� +%�#$)!  4�� ,$� & �'��. #�#$�' .46�. �#$�-

%�"!#3�&� +%�-!##�, � "!( &�'�%�$ #�( �#�%&��:  

��! '#!&�� 3��� �#0, "$� #2�0�) (�%� %!1�4$#. �! #+�%�(� &�&��$�' ()# �  

� �!�#$'�., � $%2��')(� 2#� �.(� #%!���* � (� )* !����-. 7!� (� �&� �! �� "!( ')-

%�#$� '! �3�(2, �!� (����� 3%2+), '#)+����� ' 3�+.6!! (� �3�, �! �� "!( '#3�"�$0

�  �+�2$0 '���21�)( +2�)%.( (�#�%&��, /� �$� � !�*!�������!�$, 1–2).  

�'�4 $�"32 �%!��. +�#�$! 0 ')%�5�!$ $�35! ' $!3#$! %�(��� �!�"� � ��!��#, 

+%!�#$�' .. �#$�%�"!#3�* +!%#���5!� 9�&2%�(�, (� �#26!#$'!��)(� # $�"-

3� �%!��. +%��#*��.6�* #��)$��. ��3, ��3� �� II �� #$%���-�* +%���'!�!-

��. – ,$� "! �'!3 „# �13�( �!%��'�$��, "$��) +��.$0 �!�2(�! %� �, 3�$�%24

!(2 +%�*��� �#0 �&%�$0” (�#�%&��, �!�"� � ��!��#, 21). ��(+$�(�$�"��, "$�

# +�����)( +%!�!�%!5!��!( �#�%&�� ')%�5�!$#. $�35! � „'�5�! %!'� 4-

-��”. �!��� ' %�(��!  

��#$� 03�  �1!� 9��$����, "$� !(2 ��5! ' &� �'2 �! +%�*���$ !&� �2�26!! '!-

 �"�!; […] !(2 +%!�#$��$ #�! �$0 #�()� 9��$�#$�"!#3�� +%)5�3 – �� -�%#$'� �!��-

*���(�#$� ' -�%#$'� #'����) # &%2��( (��&�(�  �����&� ��%��� �� + !"�*. ����!&

� . ,$�&� +%)53� #�! �� �� �!&� �%2&�(�, […] �� � . �#$�%�� ,$� �!'�5�� (�#�%&��, 

�!�"� � ��!��#, 86).  

�%�$�( ��!#0 �(!!$#. ' '��2 �! �#$�%�. ' 1�%�3�( +���(����, �  �10

$�, "$� � . # !�246�* +�3� !��� ��+�#��� ' 3��&�*. ��& �#�� �#�%&��2, 

#+2#$. �!#.$� !$�. ��� ��4$  �5�24 3�%$��2 +%�1 �&�, $�3 3�3 ' ��* ')%�-

5!�� +���-�. �'$�%�, �2(�46!&� �� $)#."�. „72�$� �) '�$ '  ,$� &��), '�$

,$�� ()# 04 5� � ' ��##�� '#!  4�� � � 25, ' 3%���!( # 2"�!, – '#!  2"-

1�!” (�#�%&��, ��������� � �����, 8). �#$����!  �-� #$%��) # !�2!$ �#3�$0

' �%2&�* �#$�"��3�*: „� +�#0(�* #� ��$#3�*, ' �!%!'!�#3�* �$'!$�*, – $2$

��� '#. ��##�. � !#$0” (�#�%&��, �!�"� � ��!��#, 78). ��3 +�1!$ �.�. ������'�, 

�#�%&��, �-!��'�. #��)$�. # $�"3� �%!��. +%�#$�&� "! �'!3�, 2$'!%5��!$, 

"$� ��%���)� ��%�')� #()#  �5�)( ��!.( '#!&�� +%!�+�"�$�!$ # 25!��!

5���� (������'� 2002, 5). �(!��� „(� !�03�!  4��” .' .4$#. ��<!3$�( '��-
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(���. +�#�$! .. �!%�� ����* %�(���' +%!�#$�' !�) ��)3��'!��)(�  4�0-

(�, 3�$�%)!, +)$�.#0 ��%�$0#. �� �$' !"!��)! ��!�, �! (�&2$ +� ��#$04 �$-

(!5!'�$0#. �$ !#$!#$'!���&� #$%!( !��. 3  �"��(2 #"�#$04. �%�%���� "! �-

'!3�, #�& �#�� �#�%&��2, ���#��'��� !&� %� 0 ' �#$�%��. �%!5�! '#!&�, '#!

 4�� #26!#$'24$ #�& �#�� ��3���( #'�!&� %��� „3� !#� 5����”: 

� �� 01�� +%�#$�$! � +� ��( +�%.�3! "!%!��'� �#0:  4��'0, #(!%$0, %�5�!��!. 

��3 ,$� +%��#*���$ '� '#!* ��&�$)* � �!��)* #!(0.* […], $�3 +%��#*���$ ' +� !,  

' #���*, ' �&�%���*, ' (�%!, '  25�* (�#�%&��, �!�"� � ��!��#, 70).  


�!#0 ' �"!%!���� %�� ��(!$!� +��$!��( +�#�$! ., #�& �#�� 3�$�%�(2 "! �'!3

,$� �!�$<!( !(�. "�#$0 +%�%��). �(!��� ��� �!$!%(���%2!$ 5���0  4�!�, 

(��&�! �� 3�$�%)* "!%!#"2% #$%!(.$#. �&%�$0 �!#'��#$'!��)! �( %� �. /$�

3�#�!$#., +%!5�! '#!&�, (� ��)* &!%�!' ��������) � �����, 3�$�%)! �� (�#-

3�� ���-�' �� #'����2 #3%)'�4$ #'�4 �#$���24 ��$2%2. 

��&�� "�3�2 �#0 � ')+� �, – �� ���%)� "�# �#"!� � ��&�'�%6�3� � ��&����)! %!-

'� 4-���!%) � �#$� �#0 (� ��)!  4�� (�#�%&��, ��������� � �����, 13).  

����3� #'�!&� %��� „%���'�!��!” �#��!��� ��(!$�� ' %�(��! �� +%�(!%!

& �'��� &!%����. ��3 +�1!$ �.�. ������'�, ��$�1�, +%�&�'�%!���. 3 3����, 

�� 3��-� #$%!(� �#0 ���&%�$0 %� 0 „%!'� 4-������ &!%����” (������'�

2002, 19).  

����3� ,$� +%�$�'�%!"� � !#$!#$'!���(2 *��2 5���� �, ' 3��!"��( �$�&!, ��$�1�

#�! � � ')��% �! ' +� 0�2 #'�!� �#$�%�"!#3�� %� �, � +%!�+�" � �#$�$0#. +%�#$��, ���-

%�'�� %.���#3�� �!'213�� (�#�%&��, ��������� � �����, 57). 

��(�� & �'��� -!���#$04 �#�%&�� #"�$�!$ "! �'!"!#324 5���0, 3�$�%�.

�� ' 3�!( # 2"�! �! (�5!$ +�#'.6�$0#. '� �(. �$' !"!��)*, "�#$�  �5�)*

��!�. �� ,$�( 9��! �!##()# !��)( �3��)'�!$#. &!%���(, '!�26��  �10  

3 �!�25��� #(!%$� � #$%�����4. � $�3�(2 ')'��2 +%�*��.$ $�35! &!%�� %�-

(���:  

�2(� � ��$�1�, "$� ��� �) � 2' !"!�� �! �� !3�(� (!"$���.(� � #"�#$0! "! �-

'!"!#$'� � � � � �&! %2##3�&� ��%���, � �&%�� ' 5���0 � #(!%$0, 3%�#�'�#$04 �"!�0 25

�!%�'��� ��%0�) (�#�%&��, ��������� � �����, 73).  

��3�&� %��� %�(��$��( ��#$�' . (� ��)*  4�!� „2(�%�$0 '� # �'2 (�%�5�

– #"�#$0. �2�26�* +�3� !���” (�#�%&��, ��������� � �����, 8). ��*�5!�

+���-�� ' %�(��! +%��!%5�'�4$#. $�35! +%!�#$�'�$! � ' �#$�.  

„�;%$ # �!�, # �#$�%�!�!” – �2(�!$ �$� )+��, +%!�"2'#$'2. #'�4 #(!%$0 � �#����-

'�. �!���"�$! 0��#$0 „+�"e$��&�” (!#$� ' #+�#3! 5!%$' $!%%�%� (�#�%&��, ���������

� �����, 30). 

��3 25! �) � #3����� ')1!, �� 9� �#�9�4 �#�%&��� '� (��&�( +�' �.-

 � '�& .�) �.�. �� #$�&�. /$�$ 9�3$ �$(!$� � 25! ,(�&%�-�����. 3%�$�3�
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(	��(�'�" 1928, 344). �%!5�! '#!&�, ��� �&�� # !�2!$ �$(!$�$0 ' +��*��!  

3 ��#� �4 ' 3�"!#$'! ��#$%2(!�$� ' �.��. �� �3%25�46�� (�%. �.�. ����-

��'�, %�##25��. � %� � $'�%"!#$'� �#�%&��� '  �$!%�$2%��( #+�%! � #+�#�-

��* ��%0�) �� #+%�'!� �'�#$0, �!# 2"���� 2+�(���!$ ��'!#$�24 ��+�'!�0

�.�. �� #$�&�: „�! +%�$�'0#. � �(2 #� ��” (������'� 2002, 18). 
���$!%!#�-

'����#$� (�%�'���%!��!( '! �3�&� +�#�$! . �! #3%)'� � #�( �#�%&��, '�#-

+%���'��. 9�&2%2 �� #$�&� ' 3�"!#$'! &!%�. ����� �� & �' ��������) � ��-

���. � �'�(� �! �3�&� 2"�$! ., 3�3 !&� ���)'�!$ �'$�% %�(���, ')%�5!��

��6�. � . ����* +%�'�� � 5����:  

��&�� $) '#$%!$�10 5;#$3�� 3�(!�0 � �2�!10 !&� %2��$0, ,$� �2�!$ �!%��2(- 

��; � !# � $) �2�!10 �� �!&� $�"�$0, ,$� �2�!$ %��2(�� (�#�%&��, ��������� � ��- 

���, 30).  

/$�(� # �'�(� ')%�5�!$#. �#�%&��)( !&� 2�!5�!��! � �!#+� !���#$� ��-

#� 0#$'!��)* (!$���' ��%0�) �� #+%�'!� �'�#$0. ��!4 �!+%�$�' !��. � 2

��#� �!( +�#�$! 0 %��'�'�!$ � ' �%2&�* 9%�&(!�$�* %�(���, +�3��)'�., 3�3

$!%%�%, '(!#$� $�&� "$�� +%�'!#$� 3 (�%2, '$.&�'�!$  4�!� '  �'2132. „� ���

��� "2'#$'�'� �, "$� $!+!%0 25! �! (�5!$ �)$0 (�%��� 5����, "$� ��� �+2-

$��) #(!%$04 � #(!%$.(�” (�#�%&��, ��������� � �����, 38). ��6�! "!%$)

' (�%�'���%!��� �#�%&��� � �� #$�&� (�5�� $�35! +%�# !��$0 ' �$��1!���

3 "! �'!"!#3�� -�'� ���-�� �  "2'#$'! �!��*���(�#$� !! &�%(���"!#3�&�

#�#26!#$'�'���. # +%�%����. ��3 +�1!$ �.�. ��1!'�, �#�%&��, +�3��)'�.

�#32##$'!��� #������24  4�0(� �!�#$'�$! 0��#$0, �$"25�!��24 �$ "! �'!3�

� +%�%��), �+!  �%2!$ �(!��� 3 �0'2 �� #$�(2 (��1!'� 2005, 38). ��(+$�-

(�$�"��, "$� ��� +�#�$! . �$'!%&� � &�%��#324 -�'� ���-�4, #"�$�. !! �!-

� �&�+%�.$��� � . �%�'#$'!���&� %��'�$�. "! �'!3�
2
. �� (�!��4 �#�%&���, 

"�#$� $�35! +!%!�-!��'�!$#. !! %� 0 ' �#$�%�"!#3�( +%�-!##!.  

��3�. '!"��. $%!'�&� ��# &���$ �� #+�3���)* (!#$ ' #2!$2 (�%�, "�#$� +%�$�'

'� �, !6; "�6! – +� �1���"��(2 (�!��4, "$� �#$�%�.  4��$ 12(�)! &�%��� � "$�

() +�"!(2-$� �� 5�) �)$0 2"�#$��3�(� 5�$!�#3�� #3 �3�? (�#�%&��, �!�"� � ��!-

��#, 71).  

/$� -�$�$� +��$'!%5��!$ $�35! $!��# �� �#�%&��! 3�3 � +%�$�'��3! &�%��-

#3�� -�'� ���-�� (�$%2'! 1996, 185). 

:%2&�( 9�3$�%�(, +�' �.'1�( �� '�#+%�.$�! �#�%&��)( '%!(!�� �, #�-

�$'!$#$'!���, �#$�%��, #$� � 2' !"!��! +�#�$! . �2����(�(. �(!��� ' ,$��

9� �#�9�� ��#$�3� +�#�$! 0 ��1! +��$'!%5�!��! � . #'�!� $!�%�� 3%2&�-

'�%�$� 5����, ' 3�$�%�( ' '!"��� &�%(���� �!$ �� ��"� �, �� 3��-�. ��& �#-
________________

2
�5! ' ,(�&%�-��, ' +%!�'�!��)! &��), �#�%&�� +!%!#! � #. ' �!%!'�4 �!�� !3�

�$ ��%�5�, �$32�� +%�'��� 3�(+���4 +%�$�' #�'%!(!���� &�%��#3�� -�'� ���-��  

� �� '��'%�$ 3 +%�%��!. /$�� $!(! �) � +�#'.6!�) !&� 9! 0!$��) ' „��# !���* ��-

'�#$.*” (#(.: M.A. � # � % & � �, /��� 0� ���) *��e!�"� $���, ��9�. 1938). 
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�� �#��'�)( �#$���( �2����(�, $�3 5!, 3�3 ' 5���� 3�5��&� "! �'!3�, $�3  

� ' �#$�%�� '#!&� "! �'!"!#$'� #26!#$'2!$ #$%�����! � +2$0 3 !&� +%!3%�6!-

��4 (�!�0 1992, +� ��$!%�!$2). �%�$�( ,$�$ +2$0 �! �(!!$ 3��-�, $�3 3�3, 

-�$�%2. 9%�&(!�$ ��������) � �����, „!#$0 %!� 0��#$0, � �)'1!! � �2�26!!

– $� 03� (�%�5” (�#�%&��, ��������� � �����, 84). �"�$)'�. $�324 +���-�4, 

#26!#$'2!$  �10 #$%!( !��! �!� 3��!"��� -! �, +%�"!( �#�%&��, +%�'��.  

' +%�(!% # �'� �! �3�&� ��$�(� 72��), &�'�%�$ � �!##()# !���#$� '�+%�#�

„+�"!(2?”. „7!� +%�"�� � -! � '����3 � � #26!#$'2!$ �)$�!” (�#�%&��, ���-

������ � �����, 84).  

���)$�5�'�., ��%�� �#$�%�� ' %�(���* ��������� � ����� � �!�"� � ��!-

��# �%&���"�� #'.��� # 9� �#�9�!� �#�%&���, 3�$�%�. +%!�#$�' .!$ #����

#(!#0 +��$!��(�, , !(!�$�' �2����(� � $� #$�'#$'�. �'�!��%���)� +��*��

+�#�$! . 3 '�+%�#2 '%!(!�� �!$!%(���%2!$ $�35! !&� �$��1!��! 3 "! �'!-

"!#3�� 5���� �� 9��! �#$�%��. �!# 2"���� ' �� �&�� # & �'�)( �!�#$'�!(

+!%!+ !$�!$#. #2�0�� #$%��#$'246!&� +� ��##�� �$-� 
3�'�, ��& �'��&� &!%�.

��������) � �����. �&� 5���0 � 3��"��� � �-!$'�%.4$ #���� ��!4 '!"��&�

#$%!( !��.. „	 #(!%$0 ' +2$� �) � !���#$'!��� ��#$�����  4��+)$#$'24-

6!&� �!( !+%�*���” (�#�%&��, �!�"� � ��!��#, 100). 

7�� ��&%�9�.

	 � � ( � ' � " <  �., 1928, „������ ������” '.�. 	 ��"�!�, „
'!��”, ��%�5 1928, = 5. 

7 % � � # 3 � .  �., 
-  ��) ���) � ����.��"��+��� ��% ,��*� �-  ��"� *��-.���):  

�.�. 1$����, 2.�. ��%���, '.�. 	 ��"�!, �$�'%�+� 0 2000.  

� � 1 ! ' �  �., ��!�$���"��+��!� �� ,��*& '. 	 ��"�!�: � ,���  ��-��-�!�"�  �!-

��*� !� $��������$ -���!�, „�!#$��3 ���”, ��%��!5 2005, = 2. 

� � ' �  ! ' �  >., '�#��� 	 ��"�!, [':] �������-�� �-  ��"� *��-.���) (,����) ���-

!� 3$�"�����: 1920–1940 "��&): y��.!�� ,� �.�� � 2-# �., ". 2, �� &�&%�� 2004. 

� � � � � � ' � �., 4���5��) !��� ���!!�"�  �*!�!�) „$���!���"� ��������” � ��$�!�#

'. 	 ��"�!� 1920–1930 ""., ��#3'� 2002. 

� ! � 0  	., � ����) ����"��, $. 3, ��#3'� 1992, http://www.alexandrmen.ru/books /tom3 

/3_pril3.html. 

� � * � �  � ' �., 	� '������� ��"� �� 2��� ��"� – �������-�� 
-  ��"� *��-.�-

��), ��#3'� 2001. 

� # � % & � �  �., �!�"� � ��!��#, http://az.lib.ru/o/osorgin_m_a/text_0060.shtml (5.07.2009). 

� # � % & � �  �., ��������� � �����, http://az.lib.ru/o/osorgin_m_a/text_0050.shtml (5.07. 

2009). 

� # � % & � �  �., ������ ������, http://www.lib.ru/RUSSLIT/OSORGIN/vrazhek.txt (5.07. 

2009).  

� $ % 2 ' !  �., 
-  ��) �������-�� � �*"!�!��, ��%�5–��#3'� 1996. 



192


