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Editor’s Foreword

Globular Amphora culture settlements make one of the most important systems
of circulation of cultural patterns in the border zone between the drainage areas of
the Baltic and Black Seas. One aspect of this problem, namely the ,eastern exodus”
mentioned in the title, has seemingly rich historiography. Under closer scrutiny,
however, it reveals many intuitive opinions based on weak and insufficiently explored
sources. This belief lay behind the present issue of the ,,Baltic-Pontic Studies”. The
papers presented in this issue open new areas of discussion of the problems in
question. For the first time, the discussion is set against an incontrovertible scale of
absolute chronology. This issue anticipates a broader synthesising presentation to
be published in the not too distant future.



Editorial comment

1. All dates in the B-PS§ are calibrated [see: Radiocarbon vol.28, 1986, and the
next volumes]. Deviations from this rule will be point out in notes.

2. The names of the archaeological cultures (especially from the territory of
the Ukraine) are standarized according to the English literature on the subject [e.g.
Mallory 1989]. In the case of a new term, the author’s original name has been
retained.

3. The place names located in the Ukraine have been transliterat from the
versions suggested by the author (i.e. from the Belorussian, Ukrainian, Polish or
Russian originals).
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Yuriy Maleyev, Boris Pryshchepa

GRAVE OF GLOBULAR AMPHORA CULTURE FROM
TOVPYZHYN (DISTRICT OF RIVNE, UKRAINE)!

The tomb was accidentally discovered during field works in early October 1994,
The finders damaged the western part of the structure by pulling a human skeleton,
fragments of three vessels and two flint axes from the sepulchral cist. Later, the
elements of assemblage were transferred to the museum in Mlynov. The same
month, experts from the museums in Rivne and Mlynov took up the study of the
tomb. In the autumn of 1995, B.A. Pryshchepa carried out additional excavations
around the tomb that led him to the discovery of a pit located nearby and containing
GAC material.

1. GRAVE STRUCTURE

Situated at the edge of the bank of the river Styr, between villages of Tovpyzhyn
and Khrinniki (Fig. 1), the tomb was rectangular and oriented along the W-E line
(Fig. 2). The cist was made of eight large hewn stone slabs 0.2-0.3 m thick. Six of
them formed the sides of the cist while the other two served as a cover. The cover
rested 0.3 m below the today’s ground surface. The dimensions of the slabs of the
cover were 1.6 x 0.9 m (E slab) and 1.45 x 1.1 m (W slab). The length of the cist
measured inside was 2 m (at the bottom) to 2.3 m (at the upper part), while its
width was 1.0 m (at W part) to 1.1 m (at E part). The sides of the cist were made of
six slabs. The longer sides (N and S) consisted of two slabs each. The slabs of the
N side were 1.6 m (W) and 0.7 m (E) long, while the length of slabs of the S side
was 1.6 m (W) and 0.8 m (E). The shorter sides (E and W) were made of single
slabs of 1.25 m (E) and 1.4 m (W). The slab of the E side was obliquely placed with
its upper part leaning to the outside. The inner surface of this slab was smooth. To
stabilise the W side, small stones had been placed in corners between the slab and

! This article is financed by Committee for Scientific Research (project No. 1 HO1G 018 10).
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Fig. 1. Location of GAC sites in the area of Tovpyzhyn (1 - a grave)

the longer sides. Small stones filled also gaps between the sides and the cover. A
larger amount of such stones was found on the outer side of the W slab of the N
side. The bottom of the tomb had been dug in loamy sand (undisturbed soil) 1.3 m
below the today’s surface.

The slabs making up the longer sides of the cist were made of calciferous sand-
stone (containing 50-55% of sand), in which Ezvilia shells were present. Among
small stones, filling the gaps in the structure, compact, fine-grained quartzitic sand-
stone of white colour was also identified. For the side slab coarse-grained, carbo-
nate-free quartzitic sandstone, not too well cemented, was used?.

The identified materials occur on the surface only in the central part of the
Povcha upland, extending between the Styr and Ikva rivers, south of the Ikva mouth.
Consequently, the western range of these materials is located about 20 km east of
the place where the tomb was discovered. If it is assumed that for the construction
of the cist surface materials were used, the shortest distance over which they could
be transported was 20 km.

In the tomb only one body, that of a 40-50 year old man, was buried®. Due to the
damages mentioned earlier, the human bones were not in situ during exploration.
Hence, the placement of the corpse can be reconstructed only from the information

2 Petrologic evaluation by Y.V. Popovich and V.K. Pyasetskiy (Exploratory Geological Expedition Rivne).
3 Anthropological evaluation of Tatiana Nazarowa of the Institute of Archaeology of Ukraine’s National Academy
of Science.
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Fig. 2. Tovpyzhyn site 1. Plan and cross-sections of features. Legend: 1 - humus (arable layer), 2 -
sandy clay

provided by the tomb’s finders. According to their observations, the deceased was
lying flexed on his side with the head close to the western wall of the cist. Over the
deceased’s chest, a pig’s mandible rested. On the bottom, in the middle of the cist,
fragments of two vessels, which were broken at the time of the tomb’s discovery,
were found lying in situ during the archaeological exploration (Fig. 4:1,2). In the
western part of the cist, at the W side, two other vessels (Fig. 3:1,2) and two flint
axes (Fig. 5:1,2) were found. The larger of the two axes was lying at the W side,
next to the skull. In the same part of the cist and in the soil dug out from there,
explorers discovered fragments of two broken vessels (Fig. 4:2,3), a bone chisel and
fragments of a bone decoration (Fig. 5:3-4), four flint blades and animal bones. In
the eastern part of the cist one vessel was found (Fig. 3:3).

Probably, a flint scraper found nearby was also connected with the tomb (Fig.
5:9).

Preserved grave-goods:

1. An amphora (Fig. 3:1) with a globular belly, flat bottom, cylindrical neck
and four small, horizontally perforated handles on the vessel shoulder. The surface
is carefully smoothed, shiny, black with patches of brown. The fracture is black.
The clay contains broken sandstone. An ornament covers the neck and the upper
portion of the belly. The ornament was made with impressions of a twofold cord
forming multiple, horizontal lines and a herringbone pattern. Height of vessel: 29
cm, maximum diameter 26 cm, rim diameter 11 cm, bottom diameter 11 cm.

2. An amphora (Fig. 3:2) with a globular belly, flat bottom, cylindrical neck
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Fig. 3. Tovpyzhyn site 1. Vessels from the grave
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Fig. 4. Tovpyzhyn site 1. Vessels and a fragment of pottery from the grave

and four wide horizontally perforated handles on the vessel shoulder. The surface
is carefully smoothed, shiny, black with patches of brown. The fracture is black. The
clay contains sand and fine grains of sandstone. An ornament covering the neck, the
upper portion of the belly and handles was made by impressing two dies, of which
one left a straight mark (5 mm long) and the other an arched one. The impressions
of the straight die form rows of columns and herringbones, while arches were used
for multiple horizontal lines. The ornament was inlaid with white paste. Height of
vessel: 30 cm, maximum diameter: 30 cm, rim diameter 16 cm, bottom diameter 12
cm.

3. An amphora (Fig. 3:3) with an egg-shaped belly, flat bottom, almost cylin-
drical neck and four small horizontally perforated handles on the vessel shoulder.
The surface is carefully smoothed, shiny, black with patches of brown. The fracture
is black. The clay contains coarse broken gravel of red colour. An ornament covers
the rim and the neck of the vessel. The rim has deep incisions. The ornament on
the neck consists of impression of a twofold cord forming multiple, horizontal lines
that are crossed by triple vertical lines and a single row of zigzags. Height of vessel:
45 ¢cm, maximum diameter: 37 cm, rim diameter: 21 ¢cm, bottom diameter: 14 c¢m.

4. A fragment of an undecorated amphora (Fig. 4:1) with an egg-shaped belly
and a neck slightly curved inwards. A long, narrow and horizontally perforated
handle is located where the neck passes into belly. The surface is grey, carefully
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2cm

Fig. 5. Tovpyzhyn site 1. Grave-goods (1-2, 5-10 — flint, 3-4 — bone)

smoothed and shiny while the fracture is black. The clay contains a visible admixture
of quartz and sandstone. The height of vessel is 29 cm, maximum diameter is 19
cm and rim diameter is 9.5 cm.

5. A fragment of a vase (Fig. 4:2) with a cylindrical neck and a protruding
belly. The surface is light-brown, carefully smoothed and shiny. The clay contains
an admixture of fine-grain gravel. An ornament covering the neck and the upper
portion of the vessel s belly was made with impressions of two dies, of which one was
straight and the other arched. The impressions of the straight die form a quadruple
row of zigzags while arches are arranged in triple rows of horizontal lines. The
ornament was inlaid with white paste. Height: 17 cm, maximum diameter: 22.5 cm,
rim diameter: 21.5 cm.

6. A fragment of a vessel rim (Fig. 4:3) of dark brown colour decorated with
multiple horizontal lines made of impressions of a twofold cord.

7. A flint axe (Fig. 5:1) made of dark grey material; wedge-shaped with a
rectangular cross-section and a butt. Both cutting edge and butt are arched. The
surface is carefully smoothed. Length: 22 cm, thickness: 2.2 cm, cutting-edge width:
9 cm, butt width: 4 cm.

8. A small flint axe (Fig. 5:2) made of grey material with black veins; wedge-
-shaped with a rectangular cross-section and a butt. The cutting-edge is arched while
the butt is straight. The surface is carefully smoothed. Length: 11.5 cm, thickness:
1.3 cm, cutting edge width: 4 cm, butt width: 2 cm.
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9. Two complete and two broken (effect of contemporary damage) flint blades,
unretouched. Dimensions: 77 x 14 mm (Fig. 5:5), 52 x 21 mm (Fig. 5:6), 53 x 14
mm (Fig. 5:7), 72 x 10 mm (Fig. 5:8).

10. A blade scraper (Fig. 5:9) of black Volhynia flint; now broken. It is 24 mm
wide.

11. A bone chisel (Fig. 5:3) with a widening butt (3.6 x 2.4 cm). The cutting
edge is 1 cm wide.

12. Two fragments of a bone ornament in the shape of a flat ,,T” (Fig. 5:4) 2
cm wide and 2 mm thick. One of the surfaces is carefully smoothed and decorated
with an angular pattern.

2. PIT

Immediately NE of the tomb a discovery of an oval pit 2.55 m x 1.6 m was
made. The outline of the pit was uncovered 0.45 m below the ground against a clay
layer of a light brown colour. This layer, about 20 to 30 cm thick, spread immediately
below the arable layer at the depth from 0.3 m to 0.5-0.6 m (Fig. 2).Undisturbed
soil, loamy sand of a light brown colour, was recorded at the level of 0.5-0.6 m.
The bottom of the pit was excavated in the undisturbed soil and was located 0.9 m
below the contemporary surface of the ground. In the content of the pit, there was
a layer of stones about 0.2-0.3 m thick. The layer was made primarily of small bits
sized ca 5 x 5 cm to 10 x 5 cm with only few of the stones reaching up to 20 x 30
cm. The layer spread 0.10-0.15 cm above the pit bottom.

At the pit bottom, the find included a few dozen animal bones, single human
bones (mainly of the skull and mandible), five fragments of pottery, lumps of scor-
ched clay and a retouched flint flake (Fig. 5:10). Technological characteristics of the
pottery found in the pit were similar to those of the pottery discovered in the tomb.

The pit must have been dug when the tomb was built. When the ceremony was
over unused stones were deposited in it.

3. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Both construction features and the type of burial ritual, as well as grave goods,
allow to relate the tomb, consequently the accompanying pit, too, to the GAC.

The construction of the tomb is typical of this culture. The closest territorial
analogy is a tomb located in Ivanye, circuit of Dubno, district of Rovno [Sveshnikov
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1983: 25-26, Fig. 4; see also Maleyev, Selected. . ., in this volume]. Similar structures
were also found in other districts, e.g. Velikaya Slobodka, district of Khmelnitsk and
Uvisla, district of Ternopol [Sveshnikov 1983: 42, 51, Fig. 11].

Amphorae with globular bellies and cylindrical necks have a wide range of
occurrence. They are recorded both in the eastern group of GAC including Volhynia
and Podolia (e.g. Ivanye, district of Rivne, Vilkhovye, district Lviv, Gorodnitsa,
district Ternopol, Dovge, district Ternopol) [Sveshnikov 1983:Fig. 4, 6-7, 16:12, 17:11;
Maleyev 1971:58, Fig. 2:19; see also Maleyev, Selected...] and in Belorus (Maly
Yodkavichi) [Charniauski 1992:Fig. 1, 6-7; see also Charniauski, Materials. . ., in
this volume], as well as in the Polish group of GAC (e.g. Inowroctaw-Szymborze)
[Nosek 1967:88, Fig. 36].

A similarly wide range of occurrence is shared by other types of pottery and
ornament that were found in Tovpyzhyn. The closest analogy to the amphora with
an egg-shaped belly and long, narrow handles is a vessel from a tomb in Aneta
(district of Zhitomir) [Sveshnikow 1983:Fig. 9, 10]. We can find analogies to the
same amphora and vase in Nikolayev, district of Lviv [Sveshnikov 1983:Fig. 3:5, 9,
10]. Ornaments analogous to the decorations of the vase from Tovpyzhyn occurred
in tombs in Ivanye [Sveshnikov 1983:6,2] and in those of the Polish group (Kuczyna
prov. of Wioctawek, Smoszewo prov. of Plock, Chojewo prov. of Biata Podlaska)
[Nosek 1967:Fig.108,3].

It is particularly often that smoothed flint axes are found in GAC sepulchral
features. By contrast, it is very rarely that a bone chisel is found in the eastern
group of GAC. A similar tool made of horn with a triangular cross-section and
sharpened at one end occurred in a tomb in Khartonovtsy I (district of Ternopol)
[Maleyev 1971:57, Fig. 2.5; Sveshnikov 1983:48, Fig. XXII, 4]. Other similar tools
were found in Maly Yodkavichi (district of Grodno) [Charniauski 1992:Fig. 1,6,7]
and in Mierzanowice prov. of Tarnobrzeg, which belongs to the Polish group [Nosek
1967:Fig. 118:2,3].

Analogies to fragments of the bone ornament in the shape of a ,,T”, making
possible its reconstruction, come from the area covered by the Polish group of
GAC (e.g. Strzelce prov. of Bydgoszcz and Janiszewek prov. of Wioclawek) [Nosek
1967:Fig. 44,2 and 63,4].

Finally, it should be mentioned that about 1 km to the north-east of site 1
there is (Fig. 1) a multicultural site (Tovpyzhyn site 2) where fragments of GAC
and Corded Ware culture pottery were recorded (explorations of M. Peleshchyshyn)
[Peleshchyshyn 1976:376].

The finds and research documentation are kept in the museum in Dubno.

Human bones from the sepulchre were submitted to the *C analysis [see Ka-
drow, Szmyt, Absolute. . ., in this volume].

Translated by Marzena Szmyt and Piotr T. Zebrowski
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ABBREVIATIONS

AAC — Acta Archaeologica Carpathica, Krakéw.

AO — Arkheologicheskiye otkrytya, Moskva.

BPS — Baltic-Pontic Studies, Poznan.

JIES — The Journal of Indo-European Studies, Berkeley.

KSIA — Kratkiye soobshcheniya Instituta Arkheologii, Moskva.

KSIA AN USSR - Kratkiye soobshcheniya Instituta Arkheologii AN USSR,
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MIA — Materialy i issledovaniya po arkheologii, Moskva.

SA — Sovetskaya Arkheologia, Moskva.
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